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Support @ Titchmarsh and 
Titchmarsh Care & Share
AT ITS meeting on 17th March Titchmarsh 
Parish Council asked its Emergency 
Response Group (TERG) to work out how 
to best use village resources to respond to 
the Corona Virus emergency. TERG made 
up of Ian Curtis, Antar Howarth, and 
Stephen Barber, scratched its collective 
heads and came up with a plan!  Almost the 
first decision was that “TERG” was not a 
good banner under which to publicise the 
group’s initiatives: the name needed to 
capture the purpose, hence Support @ 
Titchmarsh was born.   

The second decision was to mobilise the 
wider village community.  The shop, pub, 
playing fields, and the new Titchmarsh 
Care and Share Facebook group were 
invited to join and with the team now 
including John Wills, Stuart Wright, Paul 
Fletcher, and Lucy Milner things started to 
happen. The village web site was turned 
over to Support @ Titchmarsh, focussing 
on our response to Covid-19 and removing 
much of the more general content. 

A call went out via the web site seeking 
willing volunteers, and we also asked those 
in our community who needed support to 
let us know – with confidentiality 
guaranteed.The web site call was 
supplemented by a leaflet drop and posters 
displayed across the village. Volunteer 
helpers were then (and continue to be) 
linked to those needing support. Support 
@ Titchmarsh remains committed to 
confidentiality in its work: early in the 
emergency we heard stories from other 
parts of the UK of vulnerable people being 
targeted by covid-scammers and we remain 
determined to keep them out of our village.   
Titchmarsh Care & Share is an integral 
part of village support. First established as a 
Facebook group, as an informal means of 
communicating the needs of self-isolating 
and vulnerable villagers to those who were 
able to help with errands such as shopping 
and collection of prescriptions, it has 
worked really well for the last seven weeks. 
As time has moved on, routines have been 

established and many helpers and helped 
liaise independently without recourse to 
Facebook!   
The work of village volunteers in support of 
those who are shielding, or self-isolating (or 
who just need a bit of help) has been 
extended to include the practical 
recognition of Key Workers who live in our 
village or provide services to it, through 
token gifts of wine, cake, flowers, or 
chocolates. We hope the gifts were 
appreciated – the continuing contribution of 
our Key Workers certainly is!   
At the end of March a small group of 
villagers suggested that Support @ 
Titchmarsh could provide help to anyone 
in the village suffering financial hardship.  So, 
after a bit more head-scratching the 
Titchmarsh Support Fund was launched 
on 18th April. We’ve been bowled over by 
the generosity of villagers who’ve 
contributed to the fund, which remains 

Villagers 
commemorate 
VE Day from 
a distance 

– Full story Page 9

Brave neighbours 
fight thatch fire

A MASSIVE fire engulfed the home of Michael 
and Margaret Alderman in High Street on the 
evening of May 18th. 

The alarm was raised by Jonathan Hope, but 
before the emergency services reached the scene 
neighbours and passers-by sprang into action. 
Hoses were used from adjacent properties as the 
volunteers battled in vain to save the cottage. 

Five fire appliances attended and continued  
to douse the flames throughout the night, but by 
morning the devastation was plain for all to see.

• Continued on Page 3
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200 Club

The chair toasts at the VE Day celebrations.

A very big THANK YOU to everyone who has 
supported the 200 Club.   
116 tickets were sold, raising an amazing £696 each 
for Church funds and the school. Thank you!!! 
This year the four winners every month will each win 
£13.50. The lucky winners of the big cash draws in 
May, August, September and February will each win 
£200. 
The winners for May were: 
Mrs P Bettsworth (79)                       £200.00 
Mrs L Jeffries (95)                                 £13.50 
Mr & Mrs I Curtis (160)                        £13.50 
Ms R Lau (154)                                     £13.50 
Thank you for your support.  Stay safe and stay well. 

Mary Cheney and Caroline Hope 

active. The Support Fund can be 
accessed in strictest confidence 
by any villager in need: a leaflet 
explaining its operation was 
widely distributed, and there’s 
more detail on the Support @ 
Titchmarsh web site. Apply by 
email to  or by post c/o 
Titchmarsh Village Shop, 1 The 
Green, Titchmarsh NN14 3DA 
– envelope marked “Support 
Fund – Strictly Confidential”.   

Support @ Titchmarsh and 
Titchmarsh Care & Share 
wouldn’t have achieved anything 
without the physical, moral, and 
financial support of our 
volunteers and helpers, and the 
wider village community.  We’d 
like to send out a massive 
“Thank You” to all who’ve 
helped and supported us in 
caring for our village 
community. You should be 
proud of yourselves and we 
hope you are!   

As lock down has continued 
other agencies have mobilised 
to provide specific support.  

Nene Valley Surgery has 
established a delivery service for 
prescriptions and a lot of 
supermarket deliveries seem to 
be up and running successfully. 
Support @ Titchmarsh and 
Titchmarsh Care & Share are 
still there to help though. Please 
don’t hesitate to register via the 
web site or post on the 
Facebook group if your 
circumstances have changed and 
you require assistance.  If you’re 
not internet-connected, or 
perhaps would like more 
privacy please ring Lucy Milner 
on 07885 652 570. Lucy can 
access our team of volunteers 
who can help you with errands, 
a general chat, form filling, or 
other support.  You can also 
contact Antar Howarth on 
01832 730 453, or Stephen 
Barber on 07545 201 439. 

If you need help of any kind, 
please don’t hesitate to get in 
touch………..  
 Lucy Milner & Stephen Barber, 

May 2020

Stephen Barber   Antar Howarth   Lucy Milner          John Wills             Paul Fletcher

• FROM FRONT PAGE

Please note the Councillors’ new 
roles for 2020 in the black panel 
above. 

Annual Parish 
Meeting cancelled 
The Annual Parish meeting for 2020 
will not be taking place because of the 
current situation and Government 
guidelines. 

Action Log 
Due to the Corona Pandemic, at this 
time, a number of items on the action 
log are delayed, specifically the 
installation of the speed sign in the 
High Street. 

Zoom 
The Chair and clerk have attended 
seminars offered by NCALC to 
familiarise them with virtual council 

meetings. Details of the zoom 
meetings – if we are advised to 
continue with social distancing, will be 
available to the public prior to 
meetings, on the Titchmarsh website, 
the notice board when the agenda is 
prepared or by contacting the clerk. 
Two zoom meetings have so far taken 
place and have been remarkably 
straightforward. The public are 
welcome to join. Preferably fully 
dressed! We have had one occasion 
when a spouse in the background was 
unaware that a zoom meeting was 
taking place! It did brighten up the 
evening! 

Advertising in the 
Titchmarsh Times 
The Titchmarsh Times is distributed to 
every house in the village so it is an 
ideal magazine to get your business or 
company noticed locally as well as 

supporting the village. Do contact the 
editor and he will be delighted to talk 
to you. 

Fly Tipping 
On a more serious note, there have 
been instances of fly tipping on the 
outskirts of the village.  
This is unacceptable.   

Footpath Warden 
Louise Stokes has kindly agreed to 
continue her role as Footpath Warden. 

Loose manhole cover 
The unsafe manhole cover on Park 
Road has been reported to Anglian 
Water. 

Message from the Chair
IN THE last edition of the Titchmarsh 
Times, I finished by saying “there is a 
light at the end of the tunnel”. I feel I 
can add to that and say that the light is 
definitely getting bigger! 
I think that villagers can give 
themselves a virtual pat on the back 
for the amazing way that they have 
coped with lockdown. We really were 
in unknown territory, yet we have 
gone out of our way to help each 
other. 
Titchmarsh Emergency Response 
Group has evolved into Support at 

Titchmarsh, offering all sorts of help to 
those isolated. 
The shop has gone from strength to 
strength, thank you to all of you for 
your hard work. The Wheatsheaf has 
helped keep stock going and is talking 
about plans to slowly restart business 
when able to do so; quizzes and 
competitions are taking place, even 
puppy videos have been keeping us 
entertained and boosting morale. 
Our appreciation for the NHS and key 
workers and carers has been fabulous 
and has helped structure the week.  A 

big thank you to Nick Compton 
Marriott for providing a musical finale 
on Thursdays. 
Well done too to Alice for her face 
masks!  We even managed to enjoy 
celebrating VE Day in a socially 
distanced way! 
I have to mention the devastating fire 
that took place last month. 
Fortunately everyone is safe but our 
thoughts are with the family. Even this 
brought out the best in people, in 
their valiant efforts to try and save the 
thatch. I feel blessed to live here. 

l Nick 
Compton-
Marriott 
performs live 
on Facebook 
every 
Thursday just 
after the NHS 
‘clapping’ 
tribute.

l Recent fly-
tipping 
between 
Titchmarsh 
and Bidwell

News from the Parish Council
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WELL, we are in very strange times 
and even more strange that we are not 
in the routine of unlocking the church 
in the morning and then locking it 
again in the evening.  We would have 
liked to keep the doors open but have 
been forbidden to do so by policy as it 
is impossible to maintain the level of 
cleaning required by the Government 
for non-essential workplaces!!! 

We are keeping a watchful eye on 
the building and keeping up to date 
with essential maintenance. 

As to Spiritual care we are having a 
very well attended on-line Morning 
Prayer service every Sunday morning 
at 10.00am using Gotomeeting, which 
I managed to do from New Zealand 
on a couple of occasions although 

Morning Prayer at 10 in the evening 
was a little strange.  This is not exclu-
sive and if you are not already on the 
list to join and would like to be invited 
please contact Stephen Barber on e-
mail “stephen.barber1956@outlook. 
com” for details on how to get linked. 

We are still accepting donations for 
the Floodlighting and these can be 
arranged through Jackie Rowe at: 
“jackie.rowe@dsl.pipex.com” 

Organ 150th Anniversary 
Concert – We so wanted to hold this 
event this year so have rescheduled it 
for the 17th October with William 
McVicker. This may well be a much 
scaled down version of what was orig-
inally planned, but we will give more 
details later when we will have a 
better idea of what we can or can't do.

Harvest Festival – may also take 
place on 26th September, again more 
details later as this might have to be 
outside, who knows. 

Summer Ball on 26th June 2021 
– This is a definite date with hopefully 
things back to a new normal. Sarah 
and Helen will be working their magic 
on another sensational themed 
evening with live music and plenty to 
eat and drink. Something to look 
forward to next year. 

Finally I would like to thank the 
Village of Titchmarsh for all the care, 
love and support that has been shown 
to everyone by so many volunteers, 
who are making sure no-one is 
forgotten. 

7th June        Trinity Sunday – 10am Morning Prayer 
Readings         Psalm 8; Isa 40.12-17, 27-31; 2Cor 13.11-13; 

Matt 28.16-20 
Leader           Liz  
Sermon          Brian 
 
14th June      1st Sunday after Trinity (P6) – 10am 

Morning Prayer 
Readings         Psalm 116.1,10-17;  Genesis 18.1-15; 

Rom 5.1-8; Matt 9.35-10.8 
Leader           Beatrice  
Sermon          Carolyn 
 
21st June       2nd Sunday after Trinity (P7) – 10am 

Morning Prayer 
Readings         Psalm 86.1-10,16-17;  Genesis 21.8-21; 

Rom 6.1b-11; Matt 10.24-39 
Leader           Carolyn  
Sermon          Beatrice 
 
28th June      3rd Sunday after Trinity (P8) – 10am 

Holy Communion 
Readings         Genesis 22.1-14; Rom 6.12-23; Matt 10.40-42 
President        Brian  
Sermon          Liz 
                      4.30pm Family Service 
Leader           Carolyn

5th July          4th Sunday after Trinity (P9) – 10am 
Morning Prayer 

Readings         Psalm 45.10-17; Genesis 24.34-38,42-49, 
58-67;  Rom 7.15-25a; Matt 11.16-19,25-30 

Leader           Carolyn  
Sermon          Brian 
 

12th July        5th Sunday after Trinity (P10) – 10am 
Morning Prayer 

Readings         Psalm 119.105-112;  Gen 25.19-34; 
Rom 8.1-11; Matt 13.1-9,18-23 

Leader           Beatrice  
Sermon          Carolyn 
 

19th July        6th Sunday after Trinity (P11) – 10am 
Morning Prayer 

Readings         Psalm 139.1-11,23-24; Gen 28.10-19a; 
Rom 8.12-25; Matt 13.24-30,36-43 

Leader           Brian  
Sermon          Liz 
 

26th July        7th Sunday after Trinity (P12) – 10am Holy 
Communion 

Readings         Gen 29.15-28; Rom 8.26-39; 
Matt 13.31-33,44-52 

President        Liz  
Sermon          Beatrice 
                      4.30pm Family Service 
Leader           Brian

Seven Churches Benefice on-line Sunday Services 
Whilst our churches remain closed for public worship we have moved on-line, with growing numbers attending our Sunday 
services. We would love you to join us. If you would like to do so please email stephen.barber1956@outlook.com who will be 
pleased to provide details of how you can join the services below.

If you are not able to access on-line services you may like to explore the recently launched Church of England 24-hour free phone line 
for Christian worship and prayer. Daily Hope offers hymns, prayers and reflections at the end of the telephone and can be accessed by 
calling freephone 0800 804 8044. 

ON THE first Thursday of May my third 
grandson, Harry, made a rather speedy 
entry into the world, arriving before the 
midwife and calling on nursing skills his 
father didn’t know he possessed. All 
rather dramatic but fine in the end and 
mother and baby are doing well. A ray 
of sunshine and a sign of hope in what 
have been and continue to be difficult 
and challenging times for so many. 

As we begin to emerge tentatively from 
lockdown and ease the restraints on 
social contact (I sincerely hope there 
will have been no rise in infection rates 
by the time you read this) I dare to 
think about how the world might 
change as a result of the current crisis. 
One of my greatest hopes is that it will 
provide lasting good memories for our 
children and grandchildren and a 
springboard for a better future. 

When we Clap for the NHS and Carers 
on Thursdays, I want to clap too for the 
carers of children who are doing a really 
great and demanding job. You can see 
evidence of this everywhere in the 
rainbows that adorn so many windows. 
I hope the rainbow will be more than a 

memory and that it will unlock a 
powerful story for life beyond 
coronavirus. 

In the Jewish and Christian traditions, 
the rainbow comes from the story of 
Noah’s flood and the gift of peace, 
represented by an olive branch, that 
comes as a sign of recovery after 
terrible destruction. Recovery and an 
unshakeable sense of hope for the 
future is also the Christian message of 
Easter, when Jesus rose from death and 
the destructive power of death and 
hatred was reversed by the power of 
love and new life.  

As we emerge from this pandemic, and 
we will, l hope we will commit to the 
recovery of a different and better 
society. For me this includes a renewed, 
urgent sense of care for the planet, 
tackling waste, and knowing we can 
make a difference. A greater sense of 
having a duty to care for people at risk, 
young or old, irrespective of status or 
race. 

I hope too, that it means we will be 
quicker to express thanks for and 
appropriately value the people and 

organisations we depend on, like the 
NHS, schools, carers, shopkeepers, 
public transport workers, cleaners and 
emergency services. 

Finally, I’m mindful of the words with 
which the Queen concluded her 
address to the nation at the beginning of 
April. Acknowledging the separation 
brought about by COVID-19 she 
declared: ‘We will meet again.’ For me 
the lyric of the wartime song is a 
powerful expression of the Christian 
faith. It reminds me that beyond this 
life, the good things we have lost are 
golden threads. Threads by which God 
leads us beyond death, to find in heaven 
everything and everyone we have ever 
truly loved, alongside justice, peace and 
joy in the Holy Spirit. It also reminds me 
that for Christians the kingdom of 
heaven is not just a future promise but 
also a present reality. A reality you and I 
can help bring more fully into being by 
the way we live, as ‘we meet again’ and 
endeavour to recover the world as God 
intended it to be. 

Every blessing, Brian

Hope and Recovery

SHORTLY after I wrote in the last edition 
that we hoped to keep our churches 
open for private prayer we received the 
direction that churches were to be 
closed and sadly this remains the case. A 
staged return to our church buildings is 
now being considered but there are no 
timings for such as yet and given social 
distancing requirements the reality is that 
we will be unable to return nearer to 
what might be considered ‘normal’ until 
sometime next year, once there is a 
vaccine available to all. 

In the meantime, the ministry team 
continue to maintain a pattern of daily 
prayer and we have established a regular 
on-line Sunday service with an increasing 
number of people attending this over the 
last couple of months. Details of how to 
join in with this can be found elsewhere 
in this edition. Aware that not everyone 

is able to access on-line services we are 
also emailing copies of the Sunday 
sermon and prayers to all who wish to 
receive it. If you would like a copy and 
are not yet on the mailing list please drop 
an email to rectornv7@uwclub.net 
Canon Brian has also been sharing a mid-
week reflection most weeks which is 

posted on youtube and also emailed as 
widely as possible. Again, if you would 
like access to this please drop him a line. 

I am very much aware that not 
everyone has access to the electronic 
communications we are using. I guess 
however that most if not all will have 
access to a telephone, either land line or 
mobile. With this in mind you may like to 
know that the Church of England have 
launched a new 24-hour free phone line 
for Christian worship and prayer, aimed 
at those who have limited or no access 
to the internet. Daily Hope offers 
hymns, prayers and reflections at the 
end of a telephone (freephone 0800 
804 8044). I hope this will be of use and 
encouragement to many at this time and 
help support you in your personal prayer 
and worship. 

l CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 

Worship and our local Churches

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals 
January to March 2020  

Funerals 
5th Mar    Sylvia Mary WOOD (Clopton) 
2nd April  Gillian Elizabeth KNIGHT 

(Stoke Doyle) 
16th April Daphne Iris BOURNE 
23rd April David BARRATT (Wadenhoe) 
Burials of Cremated Remains 
15th Jan   Raymond HOWE (Titchmarsh) 
17th Jan   Jonathan Martyn UPEX 

(Titchmarsh) 
23rd Jan   Thomas WILKIN 

(Thorpe Achurch)
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Help at hand 

We continue to work with others in our community to offer 
help to all who need it. If you need support at this time, please 
do not hesitate to ask. Please use your local contacts but if you 
are not sure who to turn to then for those in the Ecclesiastical 
Parish of Titchmarsh – you can contact Lucy Milner on 
07885652670, email: “lucy.milner@icloud.com” and those in 
the Ecclesiastical Parishes of Stoke Doyle, Pilton, Wadenhoe, 
Achurch and Aldwincle can contact Carolyn Brawn on 
07805416947; 01933625052; email: “cabrawn@hotmail.com” 

Prayer – Please continue to pray for all those affected by 
Coronavirus:  

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. 
Sustain and support the anxious, 
be with those who care for the sick, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may find comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

In times of grief 
The rising death toll from COVID-19 means that an ever 

increasing number of us will be touched by the pain of grief as 
we learn of people we know, friends and family, who have died 
as a result of the virus. At such times of grief it is important for 
us to hold fast to our Easter hope that life and love are stronger 
than death.  

In John’s Gospel, Jesus encourages his disciples not to 
despair: ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, 
believe also in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling 
places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare 
a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you 
may be also.’ 

Such faith does not, however, take away the pain of loss. 
This is all too real, and recognised in these words of Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer, writing to friends from his prison cell on Christmas 
Eve 1943, fifteen months before his execution by the Nazis: 

‘There is nothing that can replace the absence of someone dear 
to us, and one should not even attempt to do so. One must simply 
hold out and endure it. At first that sounds very hard, but at the 
same time it is also a great comfort. For to the extent the empti-
ness truly remains unfilled one remains connected to the other 
person through it. It is wrong to say that God fills the emptiness. 
God in no way fills it but much more leaves it precisely unfilled 
and thus helps us preserve – even in pain – the authentic rela-
tionship. Furthermore, the more beautiful and full the 
remembrances, the more difficult the separation. But gratitude 
transforms the torment of memory into silent joy. One bears what 
was lovely in the past not as a thorn but as a precious gift deep 
within, a hidden treasure of which one can always be certain.’ 

If you are feeling the pain of loss at this time I hope you find 
some comfort in these words, and know for yourself the peace 
and love of Jesus in the midst of your sorrow. 

Canon Brian, Rector. 

Worship and our local churches 
FROM PAGE 4

News from the 
village shop 
DO YOU remember 
Sunday 22nd March?... that 
was the day before the UK 
went in to lockdown and 
life for everyone changed 
completely. 
For the village shop the 
effect was immediate and 
dramatic, as 18 of our 
volunteers were advised to 
self-isolate along with a 
considerable number of 
Titchmarsh residents. 
Supermarket shelves were 
stripped of paracetamol and 
loo roll, and their “online 
delivery slots” disappeared 
overnight. Whilst other 
local villages either put up 
the shutters or dramatically 

reduced their trading hours, 
our managers took a 
different view.  
With the shop now the 
focus of the village, Jayne 
has worked tirelessly to 
keep our shelves fully 
stocked and has introduced 
some new suppliers, whilst 
Sue was quickly off the 
mark to recruit new 
volunteers and reschedule 
the rota to ensure we could 
stay open.  
Within the first week, we 
had set up an ordering and 
delivery service to ensure 
our self-isolating residents 
were kept topped up with 
essentials. Regular orders 

for bread from Kings Cliffe 
and newspapers have been 
dramatically increased whilst 
the milk order has more than 
doubled. A marquee has 
appeared in the Pound 
garden which allows us to 
store the extra fruit and veg 
we need to keep up with 
demand from the village. We 
even have a fridge & freezer 
(thanks to Keith Hazell who 
sorted out some temporary 
plug sockets) to look after 
the lettuce and ice lollies. 

If you have been able to visit 
the shop, you will have 
noticed our chiller is now 
regularly topped up with 
seasonal vegetables (with 
fresh supplies from Adams 
Apple), and the new season’s 
Asparagus from Mike Ashby 
in Polebrook has been flying 
off the shelf. 

It seems that “lockdown” can 
be a thirsty business, and the 
village shop has been able to 
keep you topped up with 
plenty of G&T, a new range 
of wines including Rioja, 
Tempranillo, a new Pinot 
Grigio and at least two types 
of New Zealand Sauvignon 
Blanc. Nobby’s – our local 
brewer in Thrapston has 
kept us topped up with Best 
Bitter and Festival Ale, with 
Guilsborough Gold and 
American Pale due shortly. 
We also have Vagabond 
Gluten Free beer from the 
Brewdog company to help 
ease you through these 
warm sunny evenings. An 
increased selection of crisp 
flavours from Burts & Pipers 
should also take care of your 
snack needs whilst you enjoy 
your beer… 

Our discerning pets also have 
a wider choice, with Sheba 
and Caeser tinned food now 
available in our “pet 
department”. 

By the time your Titchmarsh 
Times arrives we will have 
the first Strawberries of the 
season from Lutton Farm 

and fresh cream will be 
available every Friday. 
We are also pleased that we 
now have a selection of flour 
and dried yeast plus gluten 
free flour which is something 
we will be stocking on a 
regular basis. 
Jayne has also been working 
with Tandee nursery at 
Thurning to provide a great 
choice of Tomato plants and 
vegetable seeds, and 
Titchmarsh gardeners have 
been able to add a splash of 
colour to their gardens with 
the arrival of some glorious 
hanging baskets and bedding 
plants. 
We will always try to meet 
the needs of the village, so if 
there is something you 
would like to see on our 
shelves, just let us know and 
we will see if we can find it 
for you. 
We have also been working 
hard to make sure our 
customers and volunteers 
are safe in the shop. Queuing 
outside has become 
necessary at busy times, with 
only 2 customers allowed in 
the shop, but it is a 
completely different 
experience to standing in a 
supermarket car park with 
50 other people, and 
occasionally we have to 
remind people that the shop 
is now empty as they are 
enjoying their (socially 
distanced) chat! 
Inside the shop we now have 
a protective screen at the till, 
and we have just put down 
some floor footprint stickers 
to indicate the 2 metre 
spacing and encourage you 
to move round the shop in a 
clockwise direction around 
the central gondola.  
At the till, our card machine 
has been updated to take 
contactless payments up to 
£45 and the keypad, door 
handles and main surfaces 
are disinfected hourly 
throughout the day. We also 

have a hand sanitiser 
dispenser next to the till for 
customers to use. Shop 
accounts have also proved 
popular with over 40 new 
accounts opened and, 
although we can still take 
cash, nearly 96% of 
payments are now made on 
accounts or by contactless 
cards. If you would like to 
open an account please ring 
us on 730 727 or email: 
“titchmarsh.villageshop@ 
gmail.com”  
Our customer ordering 
system is available to anyone 

in the village on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays, so 
if you are self-isolating or 
need help, then drop us an 
email or call us the day 
before and we will arrange a 
delivery to your door. 
We are delighted that the 
village has supported the 
shop so strongly since the 
start of the Covid 19 crisis. 
We have been able to offer a 
wider selection of produce 
and we are already looking at 
ideas for further 
improvements to our ranges 
for the future.
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Catering for every event - Weddings, Birthdays, Anniversaries, Dinner 
Parties, Funerals, Christenings or just because.
Hearty, home-cooked food, tailored for your unique event.  From 
bu昀ets, to sit down meals, corporate lunches to picnic lunches.

Fiona Love
fiona.love@me.com

www.therusticcaterer.co.uk
25 High Street

Titchmarsh
07909 916 340 

ON ANY day of the year in Titchmarsh, 
step out of your front or back door, look 
up, and within a couple of minutes you 
are sure to see at least one Red Kite 
circling above; quite often a pair and 
during harvest, many more.  A common, 
yet beautiful and awe inspiring sight that 
we have become very used to seeing; 
some might say blasé! Yet it wasn’t until 
1995, following reintroductions in 
Scotland and Buckinghamshire, that, 
having been driven to extinction in 
England, 11 Red Kites were reintroduced 
into the East Midlands. The first offspring 
of these birds appeared in our skies in 
1997 and another 70 birds were 
introduced from the Cotswolds and 
Spain. The RSPB estimate, that 
approximately 1,600 pairs now grace the 
skies above the UK.    

However, while rightly marvelling at the 
tremendous conservation effort that has 
seen the Red Kite thrive again in England, 
we must not forget its equally majestic 
and somewhat overlooked sky-mate; the 
Buzzard. Somewhat smaller than the Red 
Kite, the RSPB estimate that there are 
somewhere between 57-79,000 breeding 
pairs in the UK! Quite surprising really as 
I feel I can go days without catching a 
glimpse of one.   

If you are not sure how to tell the 
difference between the two, here is a 
brief guide:  

• As the Buzzard and Red Kite images 
show, there are distinct differences 
between the two birds. The most 
obvious being the tail; the Kite has a 
distinctive forked tail while the 
Buzzard boasts a beautiful fan. 

• The Buzzard is slightly smaller and 
appears more compact. 

• The Kite has prominent wing-tip 
primary flight feathers, almost finger-
like, and wings that appear swept back 
with a distinctive ‘dog-leg’; the 
Buzzard’s wings almost appear to be 
forward swept and the rear is a 
graceful curve. 

• Both birds will soar high and circle 
before diving onto their target (usually 
carrion). However, while the Kite will 
grasp its meal and depart in one, quick 
movement, able to enjoy its meal 
inflight, the Buzzard usually eats while 
standing.   

For this article I was asked to include 
some ‘technical data’ and information on 
how the photographs were taken.  In this 
short article I can’t go into too much 
detail but here are some tips. 

Photographing birds in flight requires 
some specific techniques and camera 
settings.  The two key areas are shutter 
speed and exposure compensation.   

Shutter speed: 
If you want to shoot birds in flight then 
you should consider a shutter speed of no 
less than 1/1000th of a second; this, 
combined with correct camera handling 
and good panning technique, will help to 
get your feathered friend in focus.  To 
achieve your high shutter speed, don’t be 
afraid to up the ISO, note that the image 
at Fig 4 was shot using an ISO of 12800! 

Exposure compensation: 
We’ve all taken shots of dark birds or 
aircraft that come out as a simple 
silhouette, this is because the camera has 
taken a light reading of the sky and 

therefore the subject is underexposed.  If 
you have the capability, try adjusting your 
exposure compensation from between 
+1-2EV.  The sky will be brighter but 
your subject should now be correctly 
exposed.  But be careful when 
photographing Barney as he is white and 
bright! 

Carry on enjoying the marvellous wildlife 
we have in and around The ‘Marsh.  Get 
out there (socially responsibly) with your 
cameras and don’t forget; always monitor 
your settings and adjust as required and 
practise makes perfect. 

All photography by Pete ‘Moose’ Jousiffe. 
Moose 

AT THE beginning of 2020, 
planning for the 75th 
anniversary of VE Day had 
started. We had booked the 
church, we had booked the 
band and then somewhere 
on the other side of the 
world a microscopic virus 
started running amok in 
China and then throughout 
the globe. 
Since the middle of March all 
our lives have changed in 
many, many ways. This 
meant that the original ideas 
for celebrating VE Day were 
not possible – no bring & 
share lunches, no dancing in 
the streets, no hugging & 
kissing. However, we are the 
people of Titchmarsh and so 
we rallied to the challenge of 
making the best we could of 
this new world in which we 
find ourselves.  

By early in the week 
leading to Friday 
8th May, colourful 
bunting and flags 
started appearing 
outside people’s 

houses – to be enjoyed by 
those taking their socially 
distanced, obligatory daily 
exercise. Be it walking or 
running or cycling. 
On the day itself, dawn 
broke with weather 
promising to be the warmest 
& sunniest so far this year 
and so it turned out to be. It 
was a glorious day. Lots of 
shorts in the photos! Unlike 
the 50th anniversary in 1995, 
which from the photos, 
looked a wee bit chilly. 
At 10 a.m. a virtual church 
service of Thanksgiving was 
held via Zoom which 
gathered a congregation of 
21. Following the two 
minutes silence at 11 a.m. 
Nick Compton-Marriott 
brilliantly played a moving 
rendition of the Last Post and 
Reveille on his front drive 
whilst it was streamed live 
through Facebook.  
From lunchtime onwards 
was the time for socially 
distancing or virtual parties. 
Gin had been bought, scones 

had been made, picnics 
prepared. Some people sat 
by their front gates 
“socialising” with neighbours, 
whereas others met via the 
internet. Titchmarsh Care & 
Share had delivered scones 
to a number of self-isolating 
people, living on their own, 
to ensure everybody could 
enjoy a special tea.  
At 3 p.m. the Chair of the 
Parish Council led the village 
in the Loyal Toast to the 
Nation’s Heroes of WW2 
from her back garden and 
streamed it through 
Facebook. It was a simple 
toast:  
“To those who gave so much, 
we thank you,” 
Many people took photos of 
their day to record this 
momentous and most 
unusual of anniversaries. 
Some of these are shown 
here and many more have 
appeared on social media 
and the village website. A 
selection of pictures will be 
archived for posterity by the 
Local History Association. 
All in all a very Titchmarsh 
take on the occasion. 
The anniversary reminded us 
of the horrors of war and 
that the nation came through 
it. Today we are not 

threatened with being 
bombed or being invaded by 
hostile armies but we still 
face hard times with illness, 
loss, financial uncertainty and 
missing hugging our loved 
ones. WW2 ended and the 
world moved towards a 
brighter more peaceful 
future, so with hope we can 
take heart that one day this 
emergency will be over and 
we can look forward to 
better and more normal 
times ahead.

VE Day 75 celebrations 
in 2020 (under lockdown) 

Figure 1. 
Red Kite over 
Titchmarsh 
(Milvus 
milvus)

Figure 2.  
Buzzard over 
Titchmarsh 
(Buteo buteo)

Figure 3. 
Buzzard doing the 
Lambeth Walk 
(Wales) 

Figure 4. 
Red Kite inflight 
meal (Wales) 

Inglorious Buzzard and Red Kite

Figures 1 and 2 – Clear and sunny 
Camera:            Canon EOS 7D MkII 
Lens:                 EF 100-400 IS II USM 
• Kite: 263mm equivalent to 420mm 
• Buzzard: 360mm equivalent to 576mm 
Shutter speed:  1/2000 sec 
Aperture:          F5.6 
Exposure 
compensation:  +1 2/3EV (exposure 
compensation - over exposed) 
ISO:                  400 

Figures 3 and 4 – Overcast and wet 
Camera:            Canon EOS 5D MkIII 
Lens:                 EF 500 IS II USM 
Shutter speed:  1/1250sec 
Aperture:          F8 
Exposure compensation: +1 1/3EV 
(exposure compensation – over 
exposed) 
ISO:                  12800



10 Titchmarsh Times June/July 2020

Contact us at: titchmarshtimes@gmail.com

Titchmarsh Times June/July 2020 11

Contact us at: titchmarshtimes@gmail.com

 
HAD THE celebrations of VE gone 
ahead as normal, one feature would 
likely to have been a repeat of the 70th 
anniversary lighting of hundreds of 
beacons. 

Sylvia and Terry have been looking 
into the long history of beacon-lighting 
and composed this summary of their 
findings. 

In 1988 East Northants Council 
supplied the beacon, so that Titch-
marsh, being a high point in the locality, 
could be one of the locations in a chain 
of 461 beacons that participated in the 
‘Fire over England’ event, to celebrate 
the 400th anniversary of the sighting of 
the Spanish Armada off the coast of 
England 

Back in 1588, following years of 
hostilities between Spain and England, 
King Philip II of Spain assembled a flotilla 
in the hope of removing Protestant 
Queen Elizabeth I from the throne and 
restoring the Roman Catholic faith in 
England.   

Queen Elizabeth, being aware of the 
invasion plan, instructed Sir Francis 
Drake to launch a surprise attack on the 
Armada’s fleet of 130 ships, in Cadiz.  
He destroyed several dozen of the 
Armada’s ships, delaying the launch of 
the Armada on its journey to take 
England.  In the meantime Elizabeth’s 
forces back home  built trenches and 
earthworks on the most likely invasion 

beaches; strung a giant metal chain 
across the Thames estuary and raised an 
army of militiamen. They also readied 
an early warning system consisting of 
dozens of coastal beacons that would 
light fires to signal the approach of the 
Spanish fleet. 

Away from the coast, other beacons 
were lit. According to Helen Belgion in 
her book Titchmarsh Past and Present, 
the Lord Lieutenant of Northampton-
shire, Sir Christopher Hatton of Kirby 
Hall was commissioned to muster the 
militia and see to its beacons. An order 
was made that ‘Tychemershe beacon be 
sett upon Tychemershe church steeple’ 
and four substantial honest persons 
were chosen to watch the same. The 
duty was laid upon William Dudley, Mr 
Lenton, Gilbert Pickering (II) and John 
Pickering (II). Whether they contributed 
towards expenses as ‘esquiers’ (5/-), 
gentlemen (3/ 4) or other substantial 
honest yeomen is not recorded. For the 
muster of militia, all landed proprietors 
rated at more than £10 had to provide 
arms  one pike, one bow, one haque-
butte; at £5 a bow and a bill. Each parish 
had to provide harness and weapons ‘as 
settled by chiefest inhabitants’. 

 That the church was used is no 
surprise. The church stands on a ridge 
over the Nene valley and as its tower 
can be seen for miles around, it would 
have been an ideal link in the chain of 
cross country warning beacons. 

Spain’s “Invincible Armada” set sail 
that May, their mission being to escort 
an army from Flanders to invade 
England. Following many naval skir-
mishes in the channel, including the 
Battle of Gravelines at Calais, the Royal 
Navy’s fleet of some 40 warships led by 

Sir Francis Drake and Lord Charles 
Howard defeated the Armada. The 
success was thanks to Drake’s fleet 
being heavily armed with long range 
naval guns, whereas the Armada’s battle 
tactics were primarily close-quarters 
fighting and boarding enemy ships.In 
disarray, the defeated Armada were 
driven north by strong winds and 
storms, they limped back to Spain via 
Scotland and Ireland. The defeat of the 
Spanish Armada led to a surge of 
national pride in England and was one of 
the most significant chapters of the 
Anglo-Spanish War. 

Kettering Evening Telegraph’s report 
on July 20th 1988, details the celebra-
tions held in recognition of the 400th 
anniversary of the sighting of the Spanish 
Armada. 

To mark the opening of the celebra-
tions, the first beacon, on the Lizard in 
Cornwall, was lit by the Spanish Ambas-
sador to the court of St James, triggering 
the spontaneous lighting of the chain of 
beacons throughout the UK.   

In Northamptonshire thousands of 
people turned out at half a dozen sites 
to celebrate the historic day. 

Around 300 people from all parts of 
East Northants district gathered at 
Titchmarsh to watch the ceremonial 
lighting of the beacon. The task was 
performed after a few hiccups (when 
the torch would not catch light) by vice 
chairman of East Northants Council 
Philip Chantrell of Raunds. 

In Earls Barton the fire brigade, on 
standby for the event, sprang into action 
when a box of fireworks accidentally 
caught light.

IT CERTAINLY seems odd 
writing this from my garden 
rather than the busyness of 
the day to day life at the pub. 
As we enter week eight of 
lockdown, we are hoping to 
start seeing some light at the 
end of the tunnel really soon.  
On Friday the 20th of March, 
we were told by the 
government that we needed 
to close down to help 
protect the spread of Covid-
19 and we proceeded to 
operate as a take away over 
that weekend, including 
Mother’s Day for both food 
and alcohol. We would like 
to say thank you to everyone 
who had food from us and 
respected the social 
distancing we had put in 
place.  After that, lockdown 
was instructed and we could 

no longer operate as a take away, 
putting our staff on furlough.  
Stu then spent many days selling the 
stock from the cellar with so many of 
you taking advantage and not wanting 
to miss out on your Wheatsheaf pint. It 
was so lovely to see you, we thank you 
for supporting us once again, at a time 
when we were not sure what was 
going to happen with our industry. 
Since then we have settled down into 
lockdown life, home schooling our 
children and keeping in touch with our 
families.  Stu and Frankie, with the help 
of Chef James have been working so 
hard on the pub. Floors have been 
scrubbed, walls have been painted, the 
décor has been tweaked (so see if you 

can spot the changes upon your 
return). The garden has been touched 
up and is being kept well in the 
lockdown, cellar scrubbed and painted, 
the kitchen has been reconfigured 
somewhat with a deep clean and paint 
and the bar area have been 
reconfigured to fit in more tables and 
chairs and we now have a projector 
and screen for the bar area. one thing 
remains... Dele is still behind the bar 
(only just…!!!) 

The rest of the staff have been keeping 
equally busy, Chef Nick has recently 
welcomed a baby boy into the world. 
Born on 23rd April, Blake Ronnie 
Nicholas Barnes made his appearance. 
Nick is keeping himself busy with 
nappies, feeding and adapting to life as 
a father now.  

Gem has been taking the opportunity 
to sort out her own home, cleaning 
everything she can and sorting out old 
cupboards/lofts/sheds etc. Frequent 
visits to see her dad are helping to 
keep her from going mad at home. 

And Leon has been busy walking, 
getting exercise around his local village, 
and taking the time to learn how to 
cook new foods. He’s also been doing 
jigsaws to keep his brain ticking over. 

As a village it has been lovely to be 
involved in helping out the community, 
swapping plants, the Sunflower 
competition, baking scones, donating 
unwanted items and helping others 
where possible.  

We enjoyed getting involved in the VE 
day celebrations, seeing the village 
decorated and every one of you 
enjoying your own celebrations in your 

gardens.  A big thank you to Nick, for 
playing music each and every Thursday 
after we have clapped our praise for 
the NHS and keyworkers, we have 
quite a few in the village also – our 
special thanks go to you all. 

Following the most recent government 
announcement on Sunday the 10th of 
May, we will not be able to open until, 
at the earliest July 4th if everything 
with the battle against Covid-19 goes 
in the right direction. With the 
prospect of another two months being 
closed and with new social distancing 
regulations, no doubt being introduced 
we are looking into ways to come 
through these unprecedented times. 
We have been asked by a few locals 
about introducing an ‘off license’ 
service. Unfortunately, and as much as 
we would love to operate this, it 
simply is not viable for us to achieve 
margins etc. However, Stu has a plan… 
he has purchased a catering trailer, 
with a view to open a pop up ‘fair 
weather’ takeaway, eat here, drink in 
service which we hope to host from 
our very own car park and then use for 
events throughout the year… so it 
looks like the Wheatsheaf on wheels is 
coming soon too. This is all very much 
a work in progress and work is going 
on behind the scenes to ensure that 
we can maintain all hygiene levels and 
social distancing regulations.  

We have really missed seeing you all in 
the pub and we cannot wait to get you 
all back again with one big re-opening 
village party!  

For now, please stay at home and keep 
safe & well and watch this space for 
updates. 

Th
e 
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You will have seen 
the beacon at the 
top of Dryden’s 
Close, but do you 
know why it’s 
there?

Shining a light on the beacon
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Get ready to be 
shaken not stirred... WHO WOULD have thought that when 

June gave me her mother’s sewing 
machine over 10 years ago that it would 
have been put to use at a time of 
pandemic?  
As the Coronavirus established a firm 
hold over our country, in the third week 
of April 2020, when more scientific 
information became available about this 
virus and as we all started to get to 
grips with how to live in a time of social 
“lockdown” playing online quizzes using 
Zoom, holding remote dinner parties, 
and making the home or garden tidier 
than it has ever been, I picked up a 
social media thread that informed us all 
about the benefits of wearing a mask. It 
was entitled “Masks for all? The Science 
says yes.”  
Reading it inspired me to work out how 
to make them and not only that, to do it 
for a local and relevant cause; the 

“Titchmarsh Support Fund.”  
Next, I discovered that there was a 
woman in America making masks for 
the medical staff, who were very 
grateful for them, as their PPE supply 
has not been great, I watched her 
Youtube tutorial and set to work. Each 
mask is made with four layers of fabric, 
providing a definite protection for 
people around the mask wearer and the 
protection for the wearer cannot be 
proven as this is not tested, so cannot 
be specified. The outer layers are 
normally a fine sheet material and the 
inner layers are normally similar to 
flannel (like a lumberjack shirt!) Each 
mask comes with ties, which take up 
2m of binding tape, and at the nose area 
is a sewn in metal band to make it fit 
snugly around the nose. The wearer 
must never reduce their social 
distancing and must not be tempted to 
touch their face which the mask can 
make one inclined to do!  
After my facebook post which I put in 
the “Titchmarsh Care & Share” page, I 
was delighted to have a response from 
so many people willing to give their 
bedding, clothes and curtains and then 
the requests for masks started to come 
in too.  
As I write this, I have already produced 
over 70 masks with a backlog of orders, 
for another 20. I started off producing 
them for £1.50 and have paid around 
£150 in to the Titchmarsh Support Fund 
as at the time of writing this.  
Yes, I have had some disasters! With hot 
washes pulling the masks apart and me 
forgetting to turn things inside out! But I 

am getting faster, the masks are getting 
production “edits” and improvements 
and my dining room “production line” is 
becoming more and more effectively 
laid out. 
I have an order coming in for a nursery 
which is soon to re-open, where they 
have chosen fun fabric with tractors all 
over it. Some of the donated fabrics are 
beautiful and make it interesting to 
work with! As time goes on and this 
takes up a fair amount of needles, 
thread, tape and other supplies, the 
price will unfortunately have to increase 
to make up for cost, with profits then 
going to the charity. Thus far I have 
donated all costs.  
Thank you to everyone who has 
bought, donated and supplied their 
materials, it is for a very important 
charity. Please either facebook message 
me or Text on 07818 452440 to place 
your order. New prices from now on 
are £3.00 per mask, machine washable 
and therefore long lasting!  

Alice Dove

WITH Youth Group being closed and with our 
members spending time at home we thought we 
would reach out to them and see what they have 
been up to during “Lockdown”. 
“During lockdown I’ve mostly been doing schoolwork 
and playing on my computer. Home school is rubbish 
compared to being at school. I miss my friends, my 
teachers and proper work. It’s been hard learning 
new topics without a proper teacher. My sister 
Phoebe and I play on our trampoline most days, but 
we often get told off for arguing.   I keep in contact 
with friends and family through WhatsApp and 
playing Fortnite. I haven’t been out the village for 2 
months! We go for a dog walk every evening and 
we’ve been finding painted rocks again which we will 
re hide outside the village once lockdown is over. I 
am most looking forward to going back to school to 
see my friends and having a nice curry once we get 
back to normal.”  Freddie.  
“I am enjoying lockdown as I get lots of time to play 
Xbox. Despite this I want to do activities with 
friends such as going to water parks during the nice 
weather.” Louis 
“One of the sad things for me about lockdown is that 
the skate park Adrenaline Alley in Corby is closed.  A 
good thing is that I have learnt a new scooter trick 
called a “Tail whip flat” by practising outside my 
house. I also want to go back to School!” Lewis  
“During lockdown I have been trying to keep myself 
busy with all the extra time I now have. I have been 
trying to learn some German on an app which is a 
bit hard but is fun, I’ve been practising on my piano 
and learning new songs and I’ve been doing lots of 
schoolwork. I’m looking forward to being able to 
spend time with my friends and family again and 
getting back to some sort of a normal routine.” Jess 
We hope everyone is keeping safe and well and 
we look forward to seeing everyone back at 
Youth Group when it’s safe to do so.  

Youth Group 
on lock-down

HELLO EVERYONE, 
As I am sure you are all aware, the 

preschool reopened for the children of 
critical workers and other children 
which met the Government’s criteria, 
after the Easter holidays and as I write 
this we are preparing for a possible 
opening for more children on 1st June. 

We have missed our children and 
families and have endeavoured to keep 
in contact through a weekly blog, 
sharing ideas for activities to do at home, 
such as bug hunts, making playdough 
and simple science experiments, which 

tend to involve making lots of bubbles. 
We have also shared photos of things we 
have found on our walks and encour-
aged parents to share with us photos of 
what they have been doing. 

As we are about to enter what would 
normally be our summer term, we are 
already thinking towards September and 

hopefully a return to relative normality. 
If you have a child from 2 years of age 
and would be looking for a place in 
September, please do contact us, either 
by email on titchmarshabc@ 
hotmail.co.uk or by phone on 
07879072796. 

We may not be available to answer 
the call or email immediately, but we will 
get back to you. 

We hope you all keep safe and well, 
and if you see us in the playground over 
the next few weeks, please give us a 
wave.

Mask Making 
OUR NEXT summer ball on Saturday 26th June 2021 will be a James 
Bond theme. Get the O O back in your life. Could you see yourself as 
OO7 himself, Odd job, Scaramanga, Blofeld or 
Jaws. Could you be a Bond girl..... Miss 
Moneypenny, Octopussy, Pussy Galore, 
Honey Ryder — maybe you can have your 
tarots read by Solitaire. 

The evening will start with a glass of 
bubble O. If that whets your appetite our 
martinis will be dry. Diet another day and enjoy 
the canapés and two course meal. 

We will entertain you with a live band that 
will have a licence to thrill and an auction that 
will be full of promises. 

We look forward to bringing you more infor-
mation in future Titchmarsh Times.  
PCC fundraising committee — Nobody 
does it better. 

MUSIC MAKERS is a music and 
movement group for little ones from 0-
4 years old and their parents/carers. 
We are really missing our weekly 
Thursday morning sessions at 
Titchmarsh Pavilion however, as we are 
currently still unable to meet in person 

at this moment in time, you can still join our little community online at 
‘Music Makers @ Home’ on Facebook. Times are hard enough for so 
many right now so this is a FREE closed group where we regularly share 
short videos of simple songs and rhymes that you can watch and sing 
along to or teach to your little one(s). We also share simple ideas for 
creative activities you can do with your little one(s), often linked to our 
songs and rhymes, and we also host a free LIVE session at 10am every 
Friday morning in the group! If you have a little one (or more) at home 
and would like to join in the fun, we’d love to see you there! 

Hello from 
Music Makers! 
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Chapel Street 
MANOR FARM House 
NIGHTINGALE Cottage 
WELL Cottage 
YEOMANS Cottage 
WESLEY Cottage 
High Street 
CASTLE Cottage 
BIRDS Cottage 
PARK FARM Cottage 

TUDOR House 
Dog and PARTRIDGE  
RABBITS Rest 
Manor Farm Court 
The GRANARY 
The CHESTNUTS 
DRIVERS Cottage 
The OLD FORGE 
The DAIRY

Podiatrist / Chiropodist

Place Your Feet In Expert Hands

Patrick Lineham 
MChs, Bsc (Hons) Podiatric Medicine 

Foot Health Check, Nail Care, Corns, Hard Skin and Verrucae, 
Ingrowing Toe Nail Surgery, Diabetic Foot Care and Advice. 

Repetitive Sports Injuries, Children’s Foot Problems, Gait Analysis, Inserts 
& Orthotics for the treatment of Foot, Knee, Hip & Lower Back Pain. 

Tel: 01832 710401 
Aliped Podiatry Clinic 

The Old Post Office, Brington, PE28 5AF 

www.alipedpodiatry.co.uk 

Down memory lane... 
ON 6 February 1985, 1,500 troops and police were 
deployed to secure the seven-mile perimeter around 
Molesworth airbase with a new razor-wire topped fence in 
preparation for the arrival of cruise missiles. The Ministry of 
Defence had caught the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament  
on the hop, but a week later they rallied their supporters to 
attend a mass demonstration. On their way from Thrapston 
to Molesworth the protestors passed through Titchmarsh, 
where local, national and international media had assembled.

In Times Past...
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In Times Past...
IN CHALLENGING times such as 
these, it is interesting to look back in 
history to see what impact previous 
pandemics have had on our village.  

Take the Black Death in the middle 
of the fourteenth century for 
example. There is no direct evidence 
of its effect on Titchmarsh though it 
is unlikely that the community was 
totally unscathed. There is evidence 
that other villages along the Nene 
valley suffered. As the death rate 
rose, villages either shrank or disap-
peared from the landscape altogether. 
This was the case in the parish of 
Raunds where at least three hamlets 
were lost. We have our own evidence 
of village shrinkage in the earthworks 
off Lynch Lane. Artefacts in fields off 
Back Lane also suggest that at one 

time there was some form of habita-
tion there.  

Going forward to 1665, the year of 
the Great Plague, and the parish 
register of burials shows no marked 
increase in the number of burials, 
suggesting that the village escaped the 
worst of the scourge. Interestingly, 
John Dryden, the village’s famous son, 
who was at the beginning of his 
career as poet and playwright makes 
hardly any mention of the disaster. In 
a letter to the authorities of the City 
of London in 1666 he lists the prob-
lems faced by the metropolis as ‘an 
expensive, though necessary, War; a 
consuming Pestilence; and a more 
consuming Fire’ but no more. He 
himself fled the city at the time and 
escaped to Wiltshire. One strange 

coincidence: if you Google ‘pandemic’ 
and ‘John Dryden’ you will be 
referred to a thriller written in 2012 
about bird-flu!  

The Spanish flu that followed 
World War 1 is given no mention in 
the parish magazines of the time. 
Indeed, it is surprising at how little the 
tenor and pace of life in the village 
was disturbed in those turbulent 
years. Again, the burial register 
suggests that the community escaped 
lightly. 

What the parish magazines a 
hundred years ago do show, however, 
is how resilient the village was and 
how supportive villagers were of each 
other in those difficult post war years. 
It is good to see that tradition 
persisting today. Ian Curtis 

FOLLOWING discussions with a variety of organisa-
tions including Natural England, Wildlife Trust, 
NCC, Merchant Venturers and Buglife we are 
pleased to report that the farmer who rents the 
site, Tristan Ashby, has agreed to renovate it by 
cutting back the sward and undergrowth. He has 
also said that he would welcome the help of volun-
teers with ongoing maintenance.  

If you would be willing to help with the manage-
ment of our SSSI Titchmarsh Meadow in the future, 
please email sylviaprestwich@aol.com, or 07850 
841696, to log your offer. 

We will keep you posted as the work progresses. 

  TITCHMARSH HISTORY ASSOCIATION

WHO KNEW what would 
happen to the world as we 
journeyed from Birmingham  
International Airport on 12th 
February for a holiday with 
our family in New Zealand? 
We had parked the car ready 
to return home on the 25th 
March in time for tea, all was 
going very well. 

The first couple of weeks 
went blissfully by, having fun 
with the grandchildren and 
then the murmurings of a virus 
started to creep into the 
conversations. By the middle 
of March I had registered on 
the Foreign & Commonwealth 
Office site for updates of what 
was happening; before long 
these messages were coming 
thick and fast as flights 

cancelled and borders shut. 
The FO advised us to return 
home asap, this is when the 
fun started. 

Contacting airlines, insur-
ance companies and tour 
operators along with hundreds 
of thousands of other people 
was impossible, emails only 
elicited auto replies to ring the 
office in Auckland and that 
phone was engaged for the 3 
days I was ringing. At this point 
I contacted the British Consul 
in Wellington, and I have to say 
they were brilliant at keeping 
us informed. 

The day before our depar-
ture from New Zealand we 
were informed that UAE and 
Dubai Airport would close at 
5am 25th March, that was a 
problem as our flight to Birm-
ingham didn't leave until 10am. 
Well the thought of being 
stuck in Dubai led us to stay in 
NZ and not attempt to get our 
flight out of Auckland. At 
midnight 25th March, NZ 
closed its borders and only NZ 

Nationals were allowed into 
the country into 14 days isola-
tion. 

No-one was allowed to 
travel anywhere, luckily we 
were staying on a 12 acre 
small farm with a hillside of 
native bush next door to roam 
in. 

The Consul informed us of 
any flights leaving NZ, but they 
were few and far between and 
were costing anything 
between £2000 to £5000 per 
ticket. 

Then out of the blue, on 
Monday 20th April, we got a 
message from the Consul 
saying that the British Govern-
ment had arranged 5 
chartered flights to repatriate 
us and did we want to register 
for a seat, well yes. On 
Wednesday 22nd I was tele-
phoned and asked if Alan or I  
had any issues with getting to 
Auckland, and was told to be 
at the Airport by 9.40am on 
Friday. All systems go, 
washing, packing and good-

byes followed swiftly, and 
leaving the Sunshine House at 
6am we arrived at Auckland 
airport at 8.45am. 

After having our tempera-
tures checked, we were 
booked in by the Consular 
staff and then checked into the 
Cathay Pacific flight. No social 
distancing on the plane but we 
had been upgraded to 
Premium Economy which was 
very comfortable. We tran-
sited through Hong Kong 
where a special area had been 
prepared for us with more 
Consul staff looking after our 
welfare. We  landed at 
Heathrow at 6.20am on 
Saturday morning, picked up 
the hire car and were home by 
9.30am. 

I was only left with deliv-
ering the hire car to 
Birmingham and collecting my 
car from the parking area, all 
went very smoothly. Though 
we loved being in New 
Zealand we were so glad to be 
home.

Nobody could have found 
themselves further away 
from home at the start of 
the pandemic than Alan 
and Julia Powell. They 
were visiting family in New 
Zealand at the start of lock-
down — this is the story of 
their plight to get home....

Repatriation from NZ

UNFORTUNATELY there wasn’t space for another 
wordsearch in this issue, but we hope to continue our 
walk around the village in a future edition. In case you 
were struggling to find the house names in the last issue 
here is the list:

WILL THERE be a Show this year is the question on the lips of many 
of you, especially as we have in the last few weeks all had more 
leisure time to spend in our gardens and homes. The decision on 
whether it can take place will be made in early June, too late for this 
edition. 

It will be very sad if the Show cannot be held this year as it will 
be the first time for over 40 years. Many of you enjoy the day when 
it is a chance to show off your prowess at growing, baking and 
making or a chance to catch up with friends over a cup of tea and 
look at the wonderful exhibits. Rest assured if it cannot be held it 
will return bigger and better in 2021. 

If the Show goes ahead the themes for the photographic classes 
will be as follows: Adults ‘Wildlife’, Teenagers ‘Music’, Children 6 
years and under ‘Animal(s), and 7 to 13 years ‘Construction’.  

 The schedules will be delivered to every house in the village 
towards the end of July. 

Will there, won’t there?
Good progress on 
Titchmarsh Meadow SSSI 



TT Sport
&&  LLee iissuu rree

Deadline for the June/July 2020 issue is July 17th, 2020

June/July 2020

• General gardening including hedge & tree trimming
• Landscaping
• Window cleaning – Pure Water
• Pressure washing – patios & driveways
• Gutter cleaning – Sky Vac

Call Ian Pritchett on 07394 198555 
or email masteroutdoor3@gmail.com

LOCAL FRIENDLY SERVICE

HELLO to you all. I hope you’re all keeping safe and staying 
healthy. Of course, as you all know by now, our senior exercise 
classes at the Pavilion have been suspended for the time being. 

Both Brian and I really miss seeing our regular class members 
in the flesh so to speak, but we have managed to set up a 
Facebook group and are sharing two “live” online workouts 
per week for those who wish to keep fit in their homes. If you 
would like to join in then please 
search on Facebook for 
“Exercise4Happiness Keep Fit 
Group” and request to join or you 
can email me at 
exercise4happiness@ 
outlook.com and I can send you 
the link. 

I have had a steep learning curve 
trying to fathom out technology 
to make the transition to online 
teaching and I still have a long way 
to go. If you’re a little hesitant 
about getting to grips with 
technology too, I completely 
understand but I can promise you, it is worth it. 

The internet has been so important for keeping us all 
connected during this lockdown ... what would it be like 
without it? However, if it really isn’t your thing then please 
make sure you’re doing all you can to stay fit and healthy.If you 
can get out and walk on a daily basis, it will work wonders for 
both mind and body ... and will also make sure that public 
footpaths stay clear of nettles (one of my bugbears) for all who 
wish to use them. 

Stay safe everyone, and we hope to meet again in class for real 
one day soon.             Stephanie 07720583340  

AS YOU will be aware, our facilities are closed at the 
moment for bookings and our regular classes but we are 
carrying out regular maintenance on the pavilion such that 
we can re-open just as soon as conditions allow.  

We recently passed 10 May when we planned to host 
the 10k but a hardy band of runners ran it anyway — main-
taining social distancing — to mark the event. It would have 
been a challenging day for the run with cool temperatures 
and a strong wind so we look forward to running it in 2021 
(Sunday 9 May 2021 as a note for your diary). 

Depending on how things develop, we are planning to 
hold our annual cycle sportive but will delay it from the 
planned date in June.  If we can safely run the event, it will 
be in September or October time — keep an eye on the 
TT, our website and Facebook page for any developments. 

We have awarded a new grass cutting contract so the 
playing fields and play area are now being cut every 2 weeks 
on alternating Tuesdays (weather permitting). The playing 
fields are, of course, open for exercise and dog walking; 
however, current regulations mean that the play area has 
to remain off limits at the moment – just as soon as we are 
allowed to open it up again, we will! 

Through all of this we are ready and waiting to get open 
again. In the meantime, please stay safe and well and keep 
active! 

Paul 
TPFA Chair —

chair@titchmarshplayingfield.org.uk

Playing Fields  
Steph goes ‘virtual’ Contenders in the “unofficial” 10k on 10 May  

demonstrate social distancing at the start line.


