
26 July 2020 Year A

READINGS: Sunday Missal (Year A) Pg 537
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Lord how I love your law!
READINGS FOR THE WEEK: MON 27 July 2020 - SAT 1 August 2020
MON: JER 13:1-11, MT 13:31-35 TUE: JER 14:17-22, MT 13:36-43 WED: SJER 15:10, 16-21, JN 
11:19-27 THU: JER 18:1-6, MT 13:47-53 FRI: JER 26:1-9, MT 13:54-58 SAT: JER 26:11-16, 24, MT 
14:1-12

  You may wish to continue to participate in the online Masses available. Let us 
continue to pray for the alleviation of the global C-19 situation.

During this period, our office staff will be working from home. If you have any 
enquries, you can still call the office number or email to us.

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

On the Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time we see how God admires Solomon because he asked for wisdom rather 
than riches. Jesus is the source of God's wisdom and teaches us more about the Kingdom of Heaven. We imagine the 
passion of one discovering a treasure buried in a field or finding a pearl of great value, sacrificing everything to buy 
what is so deeply desired. A dragnet hauls in fish that can nourish others as well as what is not useful for others. Jesus 
invites us into deeper reflection on what we value and prepares us for our mission.

Wednesday is the Memorial of Saint Martha with its own special readings. On Friday, Jesuit and lay partners from 
around the world celebrate the Memorial of Saint Ignatius of Loyola, the founder of the Society of Jesus. Saturday 
we remember Saint Alphonsus Liguori, bishop and doctor of the Church.

The first readings this week continue to be from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah. Jeremiah delivers God's messages 
about the laxity of the rulers. It is a powerful call to conversion for all of us today.

We continue to read from Matthew's Gospel this week, entering into sayings of Jesus about the Kingdom of God. 
God's reign is like mustard seeds and it is like yeast. It's coming and growth is small and slow, but it is assured. The 
Kingdom is like a buried treasure or a merchant's search for a really fine pearl. It is worth investing all we have in it. 
The Kingdom is like the dragnet used for fishing which gathers everything in it. It is at the end of time when God will 
gather all to separate the good from the evil. We hear that Jesus could not work miracles in his home town, because 
of their lack of faith in him. They thought they knew him and therefore took him for granted. Herod arrested John 
because John's preaching was bothering his conscience. He had John beheaded to honor a drunken promise to his 
niece and an oath to impress his guests.

On the Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time we celebrate how Jesus fed the crowds by making it possible for the 
disciples to give the people what they had. It was not enough, but became enough because of the compassion Jesus 
had for the people. Isaiah 55 invites us to come to the water when we are thirsty, to come and eat though we have no 
money. We can stop spending on what fails to satisfy. Paul consoles us, too, by reminding us that nothing can 
"separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord."

Daily Prayer This Week

It can be an important week to give thanks for the priests and ministers among us who have responded to the call to 
serve. Saints Ignatius and Alphonsus Liguori are wonderful examples of priest servants. We might write a note to 
priests we know to thank them for their fidelity in service for us.

This is also a wonderful week to reflect and break open these parables about the Kingdom of God among us. Jesus 
must have been wanting to assure his disciples and followers who could have been vulnerable, like us, to being 
discouraged. Sometimes, we get confused or down about how it seems that evil wins out over good, that God's 
presence is so imperceptible that it tempts our faith in God's presence at all.

In the habit of reflecting in the midst of our daily lives that we have been practicing, we can spend several days 
noticing the growth and grace offered us - as powerful as yeast or as small as a tiny seed. This can change our spirits 
and give us more hope and trust. We can spend several days placing our trust in God in the midst of those days when 
it just seems like there are so many "weeks" standing the way of whatever good we try to do.

It would be great to spend a few days keeping our focus on the buried treasure being offered us - in this particular day 
or in my life in general. Am I willing to let go of so many smaller rewards in order to embrace that treasure? What 
will it cost me? Where are my greatest resistances? We tend to do or give our energies to what we really want. How 
can we grow in our desire for what God wants to give us? We can ask for that grace a number of times this week.

We can also reflect on the people in our midst - in our homes, or family relations, in our faith community, in our 
association of friends - who need our presence in their lives in some way. We can reflect on how we are being called 
to be present to those people, even those we think we can't help very much, because we know them too well.

Every evening we can continue our practice of returning thanks to God who has showered blessings upon us and we 
focus our background reflections this week.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web 
site:http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html. Used with permission.

Reflection

My nostalgia for the summers of my youth is at an all-time high. Days spent riding my bike to the state park or to the 
library to stock up on more books. Eating sno-cones during the rest break at the swimming pool.  Piling into the 
station wagon for the cross-country trip to see my cousins. Whenever I would muse that I wish summer could last 
forever, my mother would remind me to be careful what I wish for. Her response puzzled me yet didn’t stop me from 
romanticising summer as I conveniently forgot about oppressive heat, bug bites, tornados and lots of time spent with 
annoying younger siblings.

That pattern of nostalgia for the pre-pandemic days has become very present for me and for several people I 
encounter. Phrases like: “when things get back to normal” or “hopefully we can all get together in the spring” are 
common and leave me feeling a bit heartbroken. Today’s readings help me make sense of my heartbreak in some 
surprising ways.

In the first reading from Kings, Solomon humbly asks for “an understanding heart to judge your people and to 
distinguish right from wrong.” He did not pray for a specific outcome but put his trust in God to give him the wisdom 
he would need to be a servant leader. This challenges to go back to my mother reminding me to be careful what I wish 
for. How might the future look if I ask God to help me see ways I build an authentic connection with others rather 
than wishing for a specific social event to take place.

A calming mantra for these unsettling times is in Paul’s letter to the Romans: We know that all things work for good 
for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. Rather than be nostalgic for the days before the 
pandemic or consumed by worry about the health and livelihood of my friends, Paul invites me to explore what St. 
Ignatius calls disordered attachments…thoughts and responses that stand in the way of my choosing the best way to 

serve God.  I trust if I can “loosen my grip” God will invite me to explore ways I can live my faith that I had never 
before imagined.

Jesus continues his teaching through parables in today’s gospel from Matthew. As I wonder why Jesus used three 
distinct images of a buried treasure, a valuable pearl and a net full of fish to describe the kingdom of heaven I think 
about how Jesus had disrupted so many long standing belief systems and ways of being.  I appreciate his teaching 
style as we grapple to make meaning in these turbulent times and work to find a way forward. As we look to a future 
in the uncertainty created by the pandemic we are called to face the reality of a history of systemic racism.  We cannot 
face these challenges without God’s steadfast love. And as God helps me accept the reality of pandemic life, I find 
energy to strive for social justice in my community.

The psalm reminds us to: Let your kindness comfort me according to your promise to your servants. Praying for an 
understanding heart to serve the kingdom is a prayer I never need to be careful to wish for.

Source: https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/OrdinaryTime/Praying-crisis.html
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将通过以下 Facebook 与Youtube 链接播放。

7月25日，星期六，早上10时

请点击链接观看。别忘了与其他教友朋友分享。
请订阅我们的 Youtube 频道，并在我们的 
Facebook 专页点赞，可获得堂区资讯与信息。
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Church of Saints Peter and Paul

Celebrate Mass online
with us every Sunday.

Eighteenth Sunday
in Ordinary Time

2 August 2020 • 11.00am

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/ https://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG

Talk by Fr. Edward Lim, OCD

26 July 2020, 12.30pm

Join us online with the link below: 

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/ http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG

Church of Saints Peter and Paul presents
A Series of Carmelite Spirituality Talks



To make MASS OFFERINGS during this
Circuit Breaker period

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using

Parish UEN: T08CC4023DP2A
For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend –

<Your Name>”. Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg
with subject title: Mass Offering. 

Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass
is intended for,the Intention, Your Name (as the requester),

Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, Name of the 

Person the Mass is intended for, the Intention, Your Name
(as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make cheque payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Please refer to the images for instructions.

Parish UEN: T08CC4023DP2A

Method 2: via Cheque
Please crossed cheque and make cheque payable to

“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
Please refer to the images for instructions.

UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT mail cash.



Join us online with the link below: 

The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 

You can send in your petitions and thanksgiving letters
to the email below

Every Thursday
10.00am 

spp.sg.ijdevotion@gmail.com

http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG
https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/



Bring along
valid identification

Verification of
Mass booking

through MARS

Safe entry and
check temperature

Check-Out and
DO NOT gather
in church after mass

scan
QR code

at the pew
Adhere to
safe distancing
and DO NOT
change your seat

Wear
your mask
at all times

Follow 
directional signs
and instructions

DO NOT
SIT HERE

CHECK-IN

CHECK-OUT

bit.ly/sppctr Contact
Tracing

These measures are in accordance to MCCY guidlines and may be changed based on government advisory and COVID-19 situation.

As we prepare to return back to church for Mass,
be patient and follow the safety measures and

the instructions from our volunteers.

https://mycatholic.sg/schedule

Church of
Saints Peter and Paul



A Call to Share in God's Plan - The work of a Catechist is truly God's work. 
Because of this, a Catechist is called, not just to teach, but to partake in the mission 
of God to bring Christ's light to all. We ask for prayers that more people will respond 
to this calling and the grace for us to seek out the right catechists. If any of you feel 
called or would like to discern your call, please contact Elisa & Nicolette email: 
sppccdministry@gmail.com



CHURCH OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL has Purchased a Gift For You!. Enjoy a 
free subscription to formed.org - an incredible online gateway to the best 
Catholic resources for children and adults! It’s EASY and FREE to Register! Go to 
sppchurch.formed.org. See that the name of Church is stated there. Click “Next”. 
Enter your name, email address and click “Sign Up”. You’re are ready to enjoy 
You’re ready to enjoy the inspiring and engaging content on FORMED! FORMED 
app is also available for download from Google Play or Apple App Store!

FORMED provides the very best Catholic content from more than 60 organizations

to help parishes, families and individuals explore their faith anywhere.

Supporting thousands of movies, children’s programs, ebooks, audio, parish

programs and studies direct to your browser, mobile or connected device.

Watch, listen and read,
anywhere, anytime.



SPP Columbarium - To all the niche applicants & other person  concerned. The 
Parish Building is closed to the public for extensive renovation works which will 
include the columbarium. For the safety of the public, the columbarium will be 
closed. Subsequent niche blessings and internment of urns will take place on 
Saturdays (1.00pm to 3.00pm), on appointment basis only. 

Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul - for contributions/donations for general maintenance of  
 our Church and Mass offerings; 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd - for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and
 Community;
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter) - for donations to the Society of St Vincent
 de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr THOMAS LIM 
OCD, Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD Parish Secretariat: Jannie Lui, 
Liturgical Co-ordinator: Alex Wong, alexdominic@gmail.com

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be 
administered from 5.00pm - 5.20pm on weekdays and Saturday at the confessionals at 
the baptistery (back of the church). On Sunday, it will be available 30 minutes before 
each mass.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm

Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)

Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English),

  2.00pm (Cantonese), 4.00pm (English)

Weekday Masses : 7.20am and 5.30pm

Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)

Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, followed by Mass)

Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 

Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)

Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily

Secretariat’s Operating Hours : Mon - CLOSED, Tues to Fri - 9.30am - 6.30pm, Sat & Sun - 9.00am - 1.00pm

Lunch hours : 1.15am - 2.15pm. Closed on Public Holidays.

Columbarium Opening Hours : Please refer to SPP Columbarium announcement stated above.

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg


