
The Immaculate Heart of Mary

O Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, I o�er you my prayers, works, joys, and su�erings of this 
day for all the intentions of your Sacred Heart, in union with the holy sacri�ce of the Mass throughout the 

world, in thanksgiving for your favours, in reparation for my sins, for the intentions of all my relatives and friends, 
and in particular for the intentions of the Holy Father.

 Amen.

ISSUE 13
THURSDAY 23 AUGUST 2018

Mercy Matters

Dear Mercy College Community,

August 22 is the Feast of The Immaculate Heart of Mary. October 11 is the Feast of the Divine Maternity, both 
calendars and the Queenship of Mary Traditional Calendar. On the 11 of October 1954, Pope Pius XII established the 
Feast of the Queenship of Mary to be celebrated throughout the world and planned that on that day each year, the 
world should renew its consecration to her. In the future, the Feast came to be celebrated on 22 of August. The 
purpose of the Feast is to recognise more clearly the merciful and our motherly who bore God in her womb.

Attendance and Administration Officer – Secondary
Our new Attendance and Administration O�cer, at Student Services, is Mrs Teresa Shinn. Teresa has previous school 
administration experience and she has Personal Assistant experience also. Please welcome, Mrs Shinn.

LEAD Awards
Thank you to Mrs Amanda Huke for her work in preparing the application for an ‘Engagement ‘ LEAD award for the 
‘Science Inititaives’ at Mercy College. The application also included the Primary Science Fair that Mrs Huke and 
students oversaw. The fair was highly interactive and it was a great success.

Thank you also to Mr Andy Coombs, and Mathematics sta�, for the application for ‘Numeracy Week’. Your e�orts were 
greatly appreciated and showcased the many opportunities Mercy students are exposed to in these learning areas. 

Year Six Transition Meetings
Currently I am meeting with the Mercy College Year Six students to talk about their transition to the Secondary 
College. Mr Albert Borrello has also commenced actual transition lessons in the classrooms. Thank you to the students 
for sharing their information and taking part in the discussion. The greatest concern so far is in relation to homework 
and how much they will get. Planning schedules will be important to ensure a good balance of ‘down time’ also.



Father’s Day – 2 September
I take this opportunity to thank our Dads for the love and support they give to our Mercy families; for taking the time 
with their children for moments to embrace, gifts to surprise, words to a�Irm, and the example you set. Thank you, 
Dads, for loving your children in ways they wont forget. Happy Father’s Day for next weekend. 

Ms Julie Hornby | Principal

Science Week
The theme for National Science Week this year was “Moments of Discovery – Game changers and change makers.”  This 
was celebrated at Mercy College with the following activities:

Monday 13 August
Technology through the ages was showcased with students being amazed at how technology has changed whilst 
playing a game or 2 on an old Nintendo or Gameboy.

Tuesday 14 August
Game changers and change makers of Physics were displayed with students enjoying the wonder of electricity, light, 
magnetism and astronomy.

Kindy to Year Six students attended the Primary School Science Fair where they experienced the following game 
changers: 

- classi�cation – preserved specimens to observe
- microscopy – slides to observe
- human anatomy – human torsos to put together
- DNA and genetics – DNA models to make
- circuits – designing and building circuits
- telescopes – looking at our solar system
- travel – paper planes and buoyant boats to make
- construction – pyramids and bridges to make
- technology – looking at the change in technology over time

All activities were run under the guidance of the following high school Science club members:
Angela Nguyen, Tony Nguyen, Tiyana Perera, Wendell Panganiban, Khoa Vo, Lakshan Sivakumar, Noah-James Gangou, 
Caitlin Nguyen, Venessa Trinh and Trish Phan.

Wednesday 15 August
Guest speaker Professor Marjan Zadnik presented on SETI (Search for Extra-Terrestrial Intelligence) and the conditions 
required for life.  Dr Aulfrey’s debate club met Science with students debating on the topic of “IPhone or Ifail”.

Thursday 16 August
Game changers and change makers of Chemistry were investigated.  The phenomenon of combustion was highlighted 
with students setting �re to their hands, making gun powder, lighting sparklers and setting o� smoke bombs.

Friday 17 August
Game changers and change makers of Biology and Human Biology was exhibited with students classifying animals and 
dissecting hearts, eyeballs and chicken wings.

My sincere thanks and appreciation of their e�orts are extended to the ICT team for setting up the monitors and the 
Science department sta�, especially Ms Jo Farkas, without whom none of these events could have taken place.

 Mrs Amanda Huke | Head of Science

WHOLE SCHOOL NEWS



Sacrament of Penance
Congratulations to those students in Year Three who received the Sacrament of Reconciliation, or 
Penance, on Tuesday evening at Our Lady of Mercy Church.  They have prepared so well leading to 
the reception of the sacrament, including participating in an in-school retreat day last week.  My 
thanks to the families who have supported their child by attending the meetings, workshops and 
Masses; and also to the Mrs Mary-Ann Morley, Ms Leanne Potts and Mrs Jackie Holbrook for 
preparing the children at school.  Thank you too, to Mrs Jenny Watts for her parish support and 
Father Sam for connecting to the children so beautifully as they received the sacrament for the �rst 
time.

Father’s Day Breakfast and Assembly
It is with great pleasure that we invite dads, grandads and others who are important in 
the lives of our children to our annual Father’s Day Breakfast which will be held on 
Thursday, 30 August at 7.30am on the lawn area in front of the gymnasium.  Please send 
your reply slip in by Monday, 27 August or ring the o�ce on 9247 9247 so that we can 
cater for the number attending.

Our Pre Primary Chi class will be leading our Father’s Day assembly on this day too so we would really love to have all 
our fantastic dads and those who love like dads to be here.  Assembly will be in the Gym at 8.50am.  We look forward 
to seeing you there. 

School Banking
Our friendly Banking ladies are getting a little busier on Tuesday mornings which is fantastic. Bring your bank books 
along to the Year One area or leave in the class satchel for processing. Remember that every deposit brings you closer 
to earning some great prizes and going into the draw for the big end of year rewards. Also, our school bene�ts from 
every deposit with an incentive from the Commonwealth Bank for participating in the program. It is great to see the 
tokens collected going to each House and making the score between each very close!

Mrs Yvonne Liebeck | Head of Primary

Coles Mini Collectable Items
Kindy would love any mini collectable items that are currently being promoted through Coles to use in our home 
corner and our play shops. Please leave at Beach Road Reception or send in to the Kindy classrooms. The children really 
love these and we can’t wait to have a collection which we can use in di�erent areas. Thank you for supporting our 
littlest learners.

Mrs Anita Short & Mrs Janelle McNamee  | Kindergarten Teachers

PRIMARY

Mercy Day 
On 24 September 1827 Catherine McAuley opened Our Lady of Mercy, a small refuge for women and a school for 
children in Dublin. Our annual Mercy Day celebration acknowledges Catherine, our foundress, and the work of the 
Sisters of Mercy.   All proceeds from the day will go to Mercy Works – for the global work that our Sisters of Mercy do. 
Mercy Day starts at 8:35am with Form class and Mass, followed by a carnival on the Primary oval (weather permitting) 
and �nishes with Mercy Idol.

Mrs Melissa Cartner | Director of Mission



Book Week
It was wonderful to see our students and sta� dress up as their favourite book character 
to celebrate Book Week in our parade. There are certainly some very creative 
imaginations out there and the judges found it very di�cult to make their choices – 
thank you to Ms Forte, Ms Potts, Mrs Morley and Mr Borrello.

The students have again enjoyed some excellent incursions and events organised by the 
Library.  Many thanks to Mrs Susan O’Mara and the library team for organising the Long 
Lunch, guest speakers and story tellers and also for dressing up in the spirit of Book 
Week.

Mercy Day
As part of our Mercy day celebrations we will be giving the children from 
Pre-Primary to Year Six the opportunity to order and pay for a $5 Mercy Day 
Pack will include a sausage sizzle, fairy �oss, freddo frog and your choice of 
a water, orange juice, apple juice or apple and blackcurrant juice. Please 
get your money in to your class teacher as soon as you can as orders will be 
closing shortly.

One of our most special events as a College community is our Mercy Day 
Fair, which all students and sta� very much look forward to.  

The events of the day only happen with a lot of collaboration, generosity and good will and it is these for which Mercy 
is so well known.  Mercy Day is also the main College fundraising event for Mercy Works – the many groups which carry 
out the work of the Mercy Sisters.  There will be lots to keep everyone entertained at our Mercy Fair this year and 
students are permitted to bring along some money to spend at the various stalls and activities.  More information will 
be available in the weeks ahead.

Hands-On Math in Year One
This term we have had lots of fun in our math lessons!

We have covered a wide range of topics, including fractions and positional language.

Our favourite lessons so far have included using spinning tops to investigate clockwise and anticlockwise directions; as 
well as making chatterboxes and cookies to investigate halves and quarters.

We love being able to investigate these concepts using hands on materials and getting crafty!

Ms Jacinta Kikalis  | Primary Teacher



Primary Performance Choir
Congratulations to the fantastic Primary Performance Choir that performed on Friday. Since entering the Primary Choral 
section of the festival, we have never received the kind of high marks as we did on Friday, only receiving marks in the top 
two columns. I am beyond proud of them. Their behaviour, as always, was second to none and they sang with passion 
and enthusiasm.

Two separate members of the public came and approached us after the performance.  One lady proceeded to tell us that 
even though her grandchild was from another school, she loved our performance the most. The other came up to us 
directly after our performance and could not stop commenting about how much joy was on our students faces and how 
it was clear they absolutely adored what they were doing.

Please be sure to acknowledge and congratulate those students involved if you happen to see them. Thank you to all 
those who wished us well on performance day!

Mr Stephen Jeffrey  | Primary Performing Arts Co-ordinator

SECONDARY

Merit Awards
Congratulations to the following students who have received a Merit Award this week.  We are very proud of your 
achievements and the ways you show the Mercy values of friendship, kindness and consideration for others.  Keep up 
the good work and striving to achieve your goals.  It is wonderful to recognise the big e�ort you have shown.  Well 
done!

Week Five
Pre-Primary Rho: Urael Tesfay, Vincent Bassett and So�a Camilleri
Pre-Primary Chi: Marcus Wen, Heelai Faqeerzada and 
Stefan Agostino

Year 1 Rho: Raquan Herft and Eddie Njau
Year 1 Chi:  Victoria Semuntu and Celest Urbina

Year 2 Rho: Taeyah Nguyen and Ethan Tran
Year 2 Chi:  Zaq Garciano and Cherish Rahtin

Year 3 Rho: Claire Wen and Francesco Ruggieri
Year 3 Chi:  Kelly Tran and Tahlia Tassone

Year 4 Rho: Shiloh Alphonso and Preston Ginger
Year 4 Chi: Lorraine Kiiyukia and Angelique Simpson

Year 5 Rho: Alex Downing and Isabelle Kalombo
Year 5 Chi: Jennifer Nguyen and Leon Nguyen

Year 6 Rho: Amelia Sallie and Patience Semuntu
Year 6 Chi: Sienna Gray and Madison Manning

AIME Program
We are in our second year of engagement with the Australian Indigenous 
Mentoring Experience (AIME) in partnership with Edith Cowan University. 
AIME builds mentoring bridges between schools and universities with a 
focus on retention in education. Mrs Mary Eades accompanies our 
Aboriginal students on the program days and at the recent AIME day 
students received their AIME hoodie.

Mrs Melissa Cartner | Director of Mission

Book Week Parade 2018



Year Seven Retreat
On Thursday 9 August, a group of young 24:7 ministers re�ected with our students along with Head of Year Seven 
Andrew Landells and our Year Seven Form teachers  in the Chapel. The Theme was “Creation,” which aligns closely to our 
Religious Education Program, and encouraged a positive attitude towards their faith, family, society and the Church. 
Students played games, viewed skits and worked in small groups while focussing on Stewardship. 

24:7 encounter young people and share their faith in a simple manner. This approach reaches young people and causes 
them to think more deeply about their lives, the way they live out their faith and the place that God has in their lives. 
Thank you to everyone who helped on the day. We received many positive comments from the 24:7 team about our 
students.

UWA Science Fair excursion
On Tuesday 14 August seven Year Eight Science Club members and I attended a Science Fair at UWA.  The trip to UWA 
was awesome, because I learnt a lot of new things there and the experiments were out of this world. There were a 
number of schools, including us that were competing against each other for ten tickets to Sci-Tech. We were broken up 
into groups within our school cohort and we did all kinds of activities. We had to guess which beans and nuts were 
which, answer some math probability questions, �nd a solution to get the "toxic" waste bucket into an other bucket 
with some ropes, draw the correct organs in the human body and make marshmallow and spaghetti towers and see 
which could hold more weight.  Unfortunately Mercy didn't win the Sci-Tech tickets but we had a lot of fun watching 
the UWA students pour liquid nitrogen down the stairs, which was epic!

Thank you to Mrs Huke for arranging this excursion and thank you to Mrs Henderson and Ms Farkas for driving us there 
and accompanying us during the fair.

Nicole Diep  | 8MX Student  



Year Twelve Outdoor Education Camp
During Week 4 of Term 3 the Year Twelve Certi�cate II in Outdoor 
Recreation class completed their �nal camp for the course and 
for their school journey. On Monday morning we departed for 
Contos Campsite in Margaret River in order to set-up base camp 
and to explore Golgotha Cave, which is a rather unique and 
spectacular ecosystem. After a cosy �re and camp cooking the 
students retired to their tents to rest before a big couple of days.

Tuesday proved to be challenging, enjoyable and rewarding for 
the class. Many students had to face their fear of heights with a 
5m and 16m abseil at MI16, before abseiling 34m into Brides 
Cave. 

The students were fortunate enough to explore and view the stalactites and stalagmites within the cave before (and 
after seeing two Tiger Snakes) a di�cult and wobbly ladder climb. The climb proved to be the most physically 
demanding part of the day, with students exiting the cave happy and exhausted.

On Wednesday the class went mountain biking on single tracks through the Boranup Forest. In total, they rode 16km 
and were taught how ride safely and with con�dence. The students were able to apply the challenge by choice 
principal when it came to jumps and riding along obstacles. The inclement weather proved a hurdle, with the 
occasional rain and hail. After a short walk along the Cape to Cape trail for a sunset view, the students were in bed early 
due to a wet and windy night.

Friday was a continuation of the mountain biking skills. The class rode along more di�cult tracks north of Margaret 
River through the scenic and freezing cold Karri Forest. They were taught more advanced skills such as fast cornering; 
the attack position and weight transfer whilst riding over obstacles. After a challenging few trails many of the students 
experienced a lot of success. With a long drive home and a few technical issues we arrived back to Mercy College tired 
and content, as well as feeling a sense of achievement and connection to the class and the wonderful Margaret River 
region.

Mr Matt Dodgson  | Outdoor Education Coordinator
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Perth Catholic Archdiocese Child Protection Week 2018 - Parent and Carer Workshops 


