
Supporting 
Question

● How did ordinary people become heroes through the experience of the 
Revolutionary War?

Summative 
Performance Task

Students will create a movie plot line based on the story of a real life individual from 
the Revolutionary War. 

Conceptual 
Understanding 
(NY State)

7.3c Influenced by Enlightenment ideas and their rights as Englishmen, American colonial 
leaders outlined their grievances against British policies and actions in the Declaration of 
Independence.
7.3d The outcome of the American Revolution was influenced by military strategies, geographic 
considerations, the involvement of the Iroquois (Haudenosaunee) and other Native American 
groups in the war, and aid from other nations. The Treaty of Paris (1783) established the terms 
of peace.

Content 
Specifications (NY 
State)

7.3b.5 - Students will examine the events at Lexington and Concord as the triggering events for 
the Revolutionary War.
7.3c.1 - Students will examine the influence Enlightenment ideas such as natural rights and 
social contract and ideas expressed in Thomas Paine’s Common Sense had on colonial leaders in 
their debates on independence.
7.3c.2 - Students will examine the Declaration of Independence and the arguments for 
independence stated within it.
7.3d.1 - Students will explore the different military strategies used by the Americans and their 
allies, including various Native American groups, during the American Revolution.
7.3d.2 - Students will examine the strategic importance of the New York colony. Students will 
examine the American victory at the Battle of Saratoga in terms of its effects on American and 
British morale and on European views on American prospects for victory in the Revolution.
7.3d.3 - Students will examine the terms of the Treaty of Paris, determine what boundary was 
set for the United States, and illustrate this on a map.

Sources: Student Resources:
● Print Version - Students will need a copy of the handouts, They will need a 

link to the list of individuals to research. (It can be printed, but the links are 
much easier for students to utilize if it is digital.) They will also need digital 
links to the templates if they are utilized. 

● Digital Version - Students will need a digital copy of the main project. 
Teacher will need to make sure to link the templates on slide 9 of the digital 
version.)

Teacher Resources: These are all of the Google Slides links to 
all of the resources. 
● Print Version of the main project 
● Digital Version of the main project
● Template for Movie Casting Extra (Teachers will need to make a copy and 

link this themselves.)
● Template for Movie Poster (Teachers will need to make a copy and link this 

themselves.)
● List of possible individuals to research for students with weblinks 

for research

These are the standards for NYS, however, this lesson should 
fit with many state standards.NYS Social Studies Standards:

Lesson Plan Great for grades 5-9!



Before Class...
❏ READ THROUGH the full project. There are several steps to guide students through the process 

of creating their own movie plots, and teachers need to be clear with the process. 
❏ TO ADD LINKS to the TEMPLATES - If you’re using the digital version, you will see that there 

are options for students to create some “extras” to add to their movie project. If you click on slide 
9, you will see that there are three transparent boxes. You will need to link two of those boxes. 
First, you will need to make copies of the templates provided from this lesson, and then link 
those boxes to the templates yourself. Make sure to change the end of the link so that it prompts 
students to make a copy of the template.  

❏ ASSIGN the project to students, and explain what they will be creating. The first task 
students will work on is picking a character to research, and then finding details about 
that individual's life for their movie plot. It is important for students to understand that 
the movie plot will revolve around the character’s life DURING the Revolutionary war, so 
most of the facts they collect should be from that time period. (Explanation 20 min. - 
students start research 20 min.)

❏ RESEARCH DAY - Today, students will work to continue their research on their 
characters. At the beginning of class teachers should note that act the students continue 
their research, they should always be looking for the big event that will become the center 
of their movies. Each of the individuals chosen should have a big event. Some were spies, 
some were soldiers who fought in a major battle, By the end of class, students should be 
able to complete page 2 of the print version or slide 5 and the research slide of the digital 
version. (All the other research slides can be deleted by students once they have picked 
an individual for research. My students do this as a class, and then use the slide sort to 
drag the research slide in front of slide 5.)  (40 min.)

❏ PLOT DEVELOPMENT - Today, students will work to write their movie plots. This will 
require a good bit of instruction as a teacher to make sure that students understand the 
major plot points. This is made much easier by having students follow the life of a real 
individual. Basically, the plot points are already there, students just need to fill in which 
is which and then cover any gaps. It helps to provide students with plots from well known 
stories - like Cinderella and the Lion King (easily found on Google).  Students will also 
need to make sure that they’re incorporating vocabulary from the unit and events from 
the unit off study, and generating their list of characters. This looks harder than it is, as 
much of this works its way into the plot line naturally. (80 min. total)

Procedure for Class...

Lesson Plan Great for grades 5-9!

NOTE: This whole project is very adaptable to different grade levels. You can take out some of 
the structure, or edit the requirements to meet the needs of your students. This project can also 
be easily edited for the purposes of differentiation. To edit the digital version, just click slide - 
edit master. The text is locked in the background for students, however, teachers can edit this 
way. 



Lesson Plan Great for grades 5-9!

❏ EXTRAS Today, students will work to create the “extras” for their for the movie plot 
project. Students should make sure to either print whatever they create or attach the 
creation to the original project before turning it in.  (This portion of the project will 
require digital access. Teachers can remove this portion off the project easily without 
sacrificing the project in general.) 

Templates to assist 
students. 
Differentiation is easy 
with many options 
available. 


