
 

              
       

 
              

 
  

              
    

      
             

   
            

  
       
        
      
     
        

 
          

          
               

  
  

    
      

   
        

            
           

  
     

 
              

            
 

    
    

 

 
       

  
   

 
 

         
 

  
   

      
   

    
               

Connecting  to  Own  Experience 
Module:  Shared  Reading  

Content  Activity: Adult  Reading  Partner  
Big Idea: 

• Adults help students connect the content of books (words and pictures) to their personal 
experiences 

Guiding Statement: 
• I encourage my students to make their own connections with the words and pictures or 

tactual information in the books we read. 
For students to begin making their own connections to the book, adult reading partners need to 
demonstrate how to make connections. The connections the adult makes should help students 
understand the book. 
Examples of phrases that will help you demonstrate connections to the book. 

1. This part reminds me of.... 
2. If that happened to me, I would.... 
3. I can understand... (part of book) because one time.... 
4. I felt like...(character) when I.... 
5. This book reminds me of... (another book) because.... 
6. Something like that happened to me when.... 

These phrases can be helpful for coming up with ways to connect text to our experiences or 
student experiences. However, the language used to convey these ideas may be difficult for 
beginning communicators to understand. We can still communicate those ideas by breaking it up 
into smaller parts. Below are some examples of how you can communicate those ideas in multiple 
shorter sentences. 

Ideas for making 
connections to the text 

Examples of how to communicate those ideas in multiple 
shorter sentences beginning communicators. 

This part reminds me of…. “She had a cupcake (point to the picture or touch the tactual 
object in book). I remember! You had a cupcake! A cupcake for 
your birthday! That (point to the picture or touch the tactual 
object) is like…” 

If that happened to me, I 
would… 

“Her dog is lost (point to the picture in book). I have a dog. If 
my dog was lost? I would feel sad.” OR “My dog lost?!? I feel 
sad.” 

I can understand… (part of 
print or braille) because one 
time… 

“There was a storm. They went to the basement. Now they are 
safe. Sometimes we have storms. We wait in the hallways. That 
is safe.” 

I felt like…(character) when 
I… 

“The girl said mean things. He felt sad. I remember my friend 
said mean things. I felt sad. Just like him.” 

This book reminds me of… 
(another book) because… 

“Tom got in trouble a lot! I remember Anne of Green Gables. 
Anne got in trouble a lot too!” 

Something like that 
happened to me when… 

“He fell and got hurt. Me too! I fell over a box. I hurt my wrist.” 
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  "What  things  can  you  take to  the 
park?"  

  "I  remember  when  I  went  to  the 
park, I  took  a  ball  so  we  could 
play."  

  "I  like the park."   

 

     

  "This  reminds  me of the book  we 
read  called  Be  Kind.  That  book  was  
about  helping  others f eel  better  
too."  

  "This  is  a  nice drawing."  

  "This  reminds  me of when  I  was  on  
stage  and  everyone  could  see  me!"  

 

       

  "When  I  was  a  student,  I helped  
my  teacher  by  closing  the  door  
when  we  left.  Michael  you  like  
closing  doors.  You  help  me  when  
you c lose  the  door."  

  "When  I  was  in  school,  I  had  lots  of 
friends  that  I  could  play  with."  

  "I  remember  being  in  school and  
      

 

CONNECTING TO OWN EXPERIENCE 2 
Directions 
For each page, choose the adult reading partner comment that makes a connection and supports 
the comprehension of the text. 

Page text: You need to get ready to go to the park. 

Page text: They put their messages of hope 

sitting at a table like this." 
Page text: Sometimes the teacher needs help. 
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