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Approach a rain-fed pool at 
night in Kenya’s coastal forests 
and you will appreciate the im-
pact of the amphibian fauna; 
the ear-splitting cacophony that 
booms through the night tells you 
of the presence of fifteen or more 
species of frog, all shouting to at-
tract a female. But for most of the 
20th century, natural historians in 
East Africa had little visual mate-
rial to aid in the identification of 
amphibians. We had to rely on 
local experts who knew a lot but 
published little; Arne Schiøtz 
has described this reluctance to 
commit to paper as the “Nairobi 

Museum cramp.” Some South African-based books were use-
ful, like Passmore and Carruthers (1979). Schiøtz’s (1975) paper 
illustrated some 80-odd species of treefrogs, largely with black 
and white photographs but with a handful of color pictures, and 
his 1999 book covered, with maps and color illustrations, all the 
then-recognized African hyperoliids and rhacophorids. Hedges 
(1983) book had (generally poor) color pictures of some 16 East 
African anurans. With the turn of the century, matters improved, 
Channing’s comprehensive 2001 guide to the amphibians of 
Central and Southern Africa covered a good number of East Af-
rican species. Finally, Channing and Howell’s authoritative 2006 
Amphibians of East Africa provided us with a first comprehen-
sive listing of the 203 amphibian species then known from East 
Africa. But even then no illustrations were available for some 48 
species, an indicator that much was still to be done. So a well-
illustrated book with maps, which adds to our knowledge of the 
eastern African herpetofauna, is to be welcomed, particularly 

one by a team of authors with extensive pertinent field experi-
ence.

This book covers the amphibians of the East African coastal 
region, and includes the Eastern Arc mountains, the sandwich of 
land between that mountain chain and the Tanzanian coast, and 
the southern half of Kenya’s coastal strip. It is a fascinating area, 
and lies within two biodiversity hotspots, the coastal forests of 
eastern Africa and the eastern Afromontane (Mittermeier et al. 
2004). The Eastern Arc is a chain of ancient crystalline metamor-
phic mountains, formed over 500 million years ago as the two 
blocks of East and West Gondwana crunched together, twice. 
Stretching from the Udzungwas in southern Tanzania north to 
the Taita Hills in Kenya, the hills rise up to over 2000 m altitude 
and attract orographic rainfall, often over 1500 mm annually. 
The entire area, the mountains and the coastal strip, receives 
what is—for East Africa—a relatively large amount of rain, over 
500 mm per year. As northeastern Africa has gradually dried out 
during the last 3000 years, the peaks have retained their forest, 
and hence act as refugia for a number of species of flora and 
fauna. The isolation of the peaks as the intervening forest has 
shrunk has created isolated gene pools with resulting speciation. 
The enclaves of high land are evolutionary “islands in the sky;” 
the area is full of endemics. And the usual problems apply; such 
areas in developing countries are under pressure for use for ag-
riculture, exploitative forestry, and mining to serve the needs of 
a booming human population, to whom esoteric conservation is 
of little significance. 

The text of this book is in English and Swahili and it is thus 
accessible to all who live in the area. The translation to Swahili 
was done by Professor Imani Swilla (her surname, appropriately, 
means spitting cobra!). The volume opens with 37 pages of use-
ful essays on the area, habitat types, the historical perspective, 
conservation, and includes some habitat photographs. The bulk 
of the book, 278 pages, is given over to describing the 122 spe-
cies of amphibians (113 frogs, nine caecilians) found in the area, 
20 of which are endemic to the mountains themselves, and sev-
eral of these have been described in the last 15 years. The book 
concludes with a reasonable five-page bibliography. There is 
no index or keys. In almost all cases, each taxon described has 
a double-page spread, the English on the left hand page, Swa-
hili on the right, each accompanied by a color photograph and a 
distribution map. On the top of the right-hand page are a set of 
symbols that tell the reader at a glance various bits of informa-
tion, for example whether the animal likes reeds or grassland, is 
arboreal or not, is only found at high altitude, etc. The combina-
tion of picture, map, and symbol means that even an illiterate ru-
ral dweller can get something out of this book. For each species 
scientific name (using fully up-to-date taxonomy), authors and 
date, and English name are given and there are further headings 
for SVL (snout–vent length), description, similar species, habitat, 
natural history, call, distribution, type locality, elevational range, 
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and conservation status. The Swahili description uses the same 
headings (translated, obviously) but omits the call. Curiously, 
Swahili names are given for the first 20 or so species in the book 
(the Leptopelis and the Brevicipitidae) but no others. I’m not sure 
if this is a mistake or whether the authors simply gave up, as the 
Swahili names as given have been coined for this volume. Thus, 
Arthroleptis stenodactylus, the Shovel-footed Squeaker, has been 
given the Swahili moniker “Chura filimbi mwenye mguu kama 
koleo,” meaning literally “the flute frog possessing legs like 
a spade.” It doesn’t trip off the tongue and is not a name I can 
imagine any Usambara farmer using. 

The color pictures, by a range of talented photographers 
(mainly the authors) are mostly of credit-card size (there are a 
few full page spreads) but are simply excellent, virtually all are 
pin-sharp, with good depth of field and show the animal on a 
natural background. These are the gems of Tanzanian herpetol-
ogy. Beauty, variety, and stunning colors jump out at you; there 
are purple and custard-yellow frogs, orange and green, and deep 
black frogs, and the vividly red-eyed Leptopelis parkeri. The 
tragic Kihansi Spray Toad, Nectophrynoides asperginis is here, 
but is no longer extant in the wild. No illustrations were available 
for a few species, including some such as Amietia tenuoplicata, 
described (as Rana tenuoplicata) by the eccentric English frog 
hunter Martin Pickersgill in his own 2007 book, Frog Search; the 
designated types for several new forms described in Pickersgill’s 
weird book include specimens in his personal collection!

The maps in the guide are also small, but adequate, although 
the shades used are initially confusing; the lowland is blank, the 
mountains are lightly stippled. If a species occurs in the moun-
tains its range there is shown in black, if it occurs elsewhere its 
range is hatched in grey. The maps also cover a huge area north 
and west of the mountain chain but no distributions are shown 
there, even if the species is found in that area. 

It is often said that the more regional a guide is, the more use-
ful it is, and this fits the bill perfectly, a comprehensive guide to all 
the amphibians of a relatively small and yet extremely important 
area where much is to be discovered (I have in my possession a 
photograph of an unknown snake found in the Usambara Moun-
tains that I cannot assign even to a genus, let alone a species). This 
book will heighten awareness about a crucial zone in conserva-
tion terms. It will be a boon to local naturalists, the more so since 
it was produced by a Kenyan publisher, Camerapix (founded by 
the famous Mohammed Amin, the award winning photographer 
who documented the Ethiopian famine of 1984 and was tragically 
killed in an Ethiopian Airlines hijack). The description and other 
useful information make it more than just a field guide, and the 
Swahili text renders it useful to the budding local enthusiasts. It 
is small (slightly less than duodecimo), tough, well bound, and 
easily slipped into a rucksack. There are a few typos, one I noticed 
is on page 20 where it says the National Museum of Kenya in Nai-
robi has 300,000 amphibians and reptile specimens (it should be 
30,000). There is slight confusion on page 306, where a caecilian 
(Boulengerula uluguruensis) and a blind snake (Letheobia ulugu-
ruensis) are given the English names “darker pink” and “lighter 
pink,” the editor has confused the names and the caption. The 
pictures could do with being larger (there is lots of white space). 
The absence of an index and any sort of listing means you have 
to hunt page by page if you’re looking for a particular species. But 
these minor glitches are unimportant; this book is exactly what 
conservation in Africa calls for—a colorful, attractive, and yet 
sound guide, small and inexpensive and in a language that the 
majority of local people speak. The authors have done a service 

to the people of Tanzania. A follow-up is called for, covering the 
reptiles of this unique area.
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In 2003 Whit Gibbons wrote 
that only 5% of surveyed biol-
ogy majors at the University 
of Georgia—in a state with 53 
species of caudate amphib-
ians—had ever seen a live sala-
mander; the percentage would 
certainly be much lower if one 
polled the general public. This 
disquieting reality inspired 
Gibbons and various coauthors 
to familiarize Southerners to 
the resident herpetofauna. 
The resulting series of books 
by Gibbons et al. have already 
covered snakes, lizards and 
crocodilians, turtles, and frogs 
and toads of the Southeast. In 
this concluding volume, Mitchell and Gibbons reiterate that few 
people are aware of the presence of salamanders, and write that 
their book is “meant to inspire an appreciation of salamanders.” 
A quick flip through the pages of Salamanders of the South-
east reveals a wealth of information including images of the 
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spectacular range of colors and shapes of salamanders, insights 
into their mysterious world, and documentation of their distri-
bution across the South.  

Of the book Page 1 asks “Why salamanders?”—to which the 
authors reply: salamanders serve as environmentally sensitive 
links between terrestrial and aquatic systems, we are just begin-
ning to understand their surprisingly complex social interac-
tions, they constitute a very significant portion, both in diversity 
and biomass, of the ecosystems in which they live, and many are, 
to some degree, in danger of extirpation. Inspired to read further, 
I learned that the southeastern United States offers an excellent 
introduction to salamanders, being inhabited by one sixth of 
all known species, and seven of the ten extant families of Cau-
data. A “boot camp” introduction covers salamander diversity, 
energetics, feeding and defense, social behavior, reproduction, 
taxonomy, and a guide to characters useful in identifying spe-
cies. The introduction concludes with a photographic essay of 
salamander habitats, with details of the sorts of species that in-
habit each of them. In the battle between authors, trying to edu-
cate and disseminate science, and the publisher, doing its best 
to mass-market a product, everyone is a winner in this instance, 
as Salamanders of the Southeast is attractive, readable and edu-
cational. Like an elementary school textbook, it sports a num-
ber of highlighted  “Did you know?” boxes in the margins. I only 
scored 83%, and now know that hellbenders, a.k.a. “snot otters,” 
can drop one side of their jaw to vacuum prey into their mouths, 
female newts glue a leaf around each egg that they deposit, and 
male plethodontids vaccinate females during courtship to make 
the latter receptive.  

Salamanders of the Southeast is very nicely produced; it is 
sturdy, with glossy pages in a stiff paper jacket. There are 463 
color photographs of salamanders, most of exceptional quality, 
showing the variation within species as well as the larvae and 
eggs of some. There are pictures of salamanders eating and be-
ing eaten, fighting and courting, artfully posed against habitat 
backdrops, and having researchers conducting research upon 
them. The species accounts are segregated into obligate aquatic, 
stream and seep, seasonal wetland, and fully terrestrial taxa. 
An unfortunate result of the arrangement is that Desmogna-
thus marmoratus and D. wrighti are widely separated in the text 
from their congeners. Each species account includes a shaded 
distribution map and a brief tabular summary of body form, 
color pattern and costal groove count. The text for each account 
provides a detailed synopsis of Description (adults, larvae and 
juveniles), Similar Species, Distribution, Habitat, Behavior and 
Activity, Food and Feeding, Reproduction, Predators and De-
fense, Conservation, and Taxonomy. The Similar Species section 
contains useful clues in distinguishing between closely related, 
sympatric taxa (e.g., Desmognathus welteri has dark toe tips), 
but often, though realistically, the key elements are subjective: 
“larger,” “more,” “darker,” etc. Confirmation of the utility of the 
book as a field guide awaits my travel into regions with an abun-
dance of “look-alike” species. Rare errors in the book should be 
inconsequential to the average reader (e.g., Grotto Salamander 
occurring in Texas; “artisan” springs should read “artesian”; no 
Necturus in Florida according to range map). Finally, just before 
a useful glossary and bibliography, the authors present a tabular 
list of the species that occur in each state.  

The main text portion of the book concludes with a chapter 
titled “People and Salamanders.” The first page asks “Why do her-
petologists study salamanders?”  I am often asked that question 
by the “what-good-are-they” crowd, and have never developed 

a satisfactory response. Mitchell and Gibbons, however, provide 
a commendable answer in this sub-chapter by explaining why 
salamanders are important research subjects, and by illustrating 
aspects of study such as setting minnow traps and looking under 
rocks (a picture of someone bundled in a coat or enshrouded in 
rain gear would have added some authenticity!). Next, “Keeping 
Salamanders as Pets” reads as though the authors were forced 
to address that topic. They begin their discussion with a neutral 
tone, but follow with a discouraging checklist of factors that must 
be addressed before anyone makes the grim mistake of removing 
an amphibian from the wild. In case the reader is oblivious to 
those hints, an adjacent marginal note provides a snippet about 
salamander extinctions. The last sub-chapter, “A Conservation 
Vision for Salamanders,” contains some doom-and-gloom pros-
pects for salamander survival, but there is a pleasant surprise—
the authors provide solutions. Rather than touting pointless, 
protectionist “listings,” the authors suggest a number of ways 
in which landowners can manage their properties from the per-
spective of salamander habitat, including resources to guide in 
restoration of degraded areas. With that concluding point, the 
authors have presented a perfect circle of argument within the 
book’s covers: salamanders are in trouble—they are magnificent 
creatures of which you may know very little—here is a lot of in-
formation about them—and this is what you can do to help them 
out of trouble.

The authors make important points to the newly-inspired 
salamander watcher: “Salamanders will not show themselves 
to you” and “go out with a naturalist who knows how to find 
salamanders….”  I recently had the opportunity to explore the 
salamander-rich Appalachians for the first time, along the Ap-
palachian Trail straddling North Carolina and Tennessee. While 
attempting to prod a salamander out of a hole in a log, a young 
man with a burdening backpack stopped to ask what I was doing. 
At that moment the salamander leapt into my cupped hands and 
I announced that it was a Blue Ridge Dusky Salamander. Perceiv-
ing that I might be a salamander biologist (at the 83% level), the 
man began interrogating me about a salamander he had seen on 
his hike northward.  Perhaps due to not having talked to anyone 
in days, or to being in no hurry to get to Maine, he followed me 
about as I zigzagged from log to log. He shared my excitement as 
I encountered species I had not previously seen in life: the satiny 
smoke-colored Gray-cheeked Salamanders, the brightly spack-
led Slimy Salamanders, and the two-handed, tomato-backed 
Yonahlossee Salamanders. My time was limited, and I left him 
searching the logs on his own. Whether coating one’s hands with 
gluey secretions, or resplendently beaming from the printed 
page, salamanders present a mysterious fascination.  
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As its title indicates, this new 
opus provides an overview of 
the batrachofauna of Central Af-
rica (Cameroon, Central African 
Republic, Gabon, Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Equatorial 
Guinea, Republic of Congo, and 
São Tomé and Príncipe) and 
Angola. It also offers an iden-
tification key to the amphib-
ians of Gabon and Mbini (the 
continental part of Equatorial 
Guinea)—a most welcome and 
useful addition, since a key for 
these countries has not thus far 
been available. 

The book is divided into six 
chapters (the first five exclu-
sively in French), respectively 

presenting: a brief introduction to the geography of the area cov-
ered (pages 10–16), a list of the amphibian species of the area, 
with a synthetic table showing their occurrence in the countries 
treated (pp. 17–45), a zoogeographical analysis of the Central 
African batrachofauna (pp. 46–62), remarks on conservation as-
pects (pp. 63–64, 97–101), natural history notes on species from 
Gabon and Equatorial Guinea (pp. 102–109), and an identifi-
cation key to amphibians of Gabon and Mbini, in French (pp. 
111–166) and in English (pp. 168–205), abundantly illustrated 
by good black and white drawings. On pages 65–96, color plates 
show good photographs of main ecological habitats and of 60 
species in life, some of them illustrated by several photographs. 
The book is printed on glossy, high-quality paper and is solidly 
bound. The bibliography includes 636 references. It is followed 
by a section classifying references by country, an extremely use-
ful feature if ones wishes to build a good reference library on 
given countries.

The second chapter, on the distribution of amphibians, pro-
vides data at the species level, without details on the distribution 
of subspecies. The table listing species’ distributions also lists 
synonyms. Frétey (pers. comm.) kindly drew our attention to a 
mistake in the synonymy provided for Conraua goliath (Bou-
lenger, 1906) (Ranidae): Rana (Conraua) niedeni Parker, 1936 
is not a synonym of the latter species, but of C. robusta Nieden, 
1908. This chapter includes an interesting section on the rare 
species that should be searched for, mostly because they are still 
known only from their type series. Regarding Leptodactylodon 
blanci Ohler, 1999 (Arthroleptidae), Frétey et al. indicate that it 
is so far known only from its male holotype, but that Rödel indi-
cated in a personal communication that more Gabonese speci-
mens exist in the Berlin collections; these specimens are actually 
part of a series that one of us (OSGP) participated in collecting in 
Moukalaba-Doudou National Park (Burger et al. 2006). 

The third chapter, on zoogeography, provides, among other 
useful features, a map showing the number of amphibian fami-
lies, genera, and species per country, tables showing the levels of 
endemism per country, and a table providing details on the sites 
within the region for which the batrachofauna has been invento-
ried, including field effort for each. This section is missing refer-
ences to several Gabonese sites that have been extensively in-
ventoried, including Loango and Moukalaba-Doudou National 
Parks and the Rabi oilfields (Burger et al. 2006; Pauwels 2009). 

The identification key includes all species (but does not treat 
subspecies) currently recorded from Gabon and Mbini, plus sev-
eral species known from southern Cameroon and likely to be 
found in Gabon and Mbini. There is a short but useful introduc-
tory section explaining how to use the key. The key was designed 
for using only external diagnostic characters visible to the naked 
eye, making it possible to identify live animals in the hand. The 
key to all species is followed by a section specifically describ-
ing the external characters of the Hyperolius spp. found in Ga-
bon and Mbini, as a help for these highly variable and difficult 
to identify frogs. In the English key on page 187, entry 73a, to 
Hyperolius ocellatus Günther, 1859 (Hyperoliidae) wrongly sends 
the user to Appendix F, as the species is actually dealt with in Ap-
pendix I. Entry 117b of the English key, to Arthroleptis variabilis 
Matschie, 1893 (Arthroleptidae) has an unfortunate mistyping: 
“atypical median clear line” should read “a typical median clear 
line.” In several instances (entries to Leptodactylodon Andersson, 
1903 on p. 197 and to Hyperolius kuligae Mertens, 1940 on p. 202) 
in the English key, the word “large” has been used while the au-
thors actually meant “broad,” due to a “false friend” translation 
from French. The English part of the book would have certainly 
benefitted from a language review by a native English speaker.

Some taxonomic changes are proposed by Frétey et al. in 
their book. They place Leptopelis crystallinoron Lötters, Rödel & 
Burger, 2005, an unusual tympanum-less species whose descrip-
tion was based on a single adult female, in the synonymy of L. 
brevirostris (Werner, 1898), with no other justifications than its 
external resemblance to L. brevirostris and the fact that Amiet in-
formed them that he had already observed a L. brevirostris that 
was missing a tympanum on one side of the head, hence they 
compare L. crystallinoron to a “five-legged sheep.” Lötters et al. 
(2005) had, however, also stressed and illustrated striking differ-
ences in vomerine teeth shape. Having collected L. brevirostris 
in Gabon, including at the type locality of L. crystallinoron we 
noticed that L. crystallinoron was more massive and had a stron-
ger dorsal granulation than L. brevirostris, in agreement with 
observations made by Lötters et al. (2005). In addition, several 
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additional L. crystallinoron specimens have been collected at 
the type-locality (Bell et al. 2010; Bell, pers. comm., 2010). It 
consequently seems that this synonymization by Frétey et al. is 
unjustified and does not serve to improve the already complex 
taxonomy of western central African Leptopelis spp. Moreover 
the key will not be usable for identifying Leptopelis crystalli-
noron, as the entry for L. brevirostris does not make any men-
tion of L. crystallinoron and does not mention the existence of 
individuals without a tympanum. Similarly, although Frétey et 
al. treated them as distinct species in their synoptic taxonomic 
list, they mentioned that Werneria submontana Rödel, Schmitz, 
Pauwels & Böhme, 2004 (Bufonidae) “would be a subspecies of 
Werneria preussi (Amiet, pers. comm.),” and that Cardioglossa 
alsco Herrmann, Herrmann, Schmitz & Böhme, 2005 (Arthro-
leptidae) is “in all likelihood a synonym of Cardioglossa pulchra 
(Amiet, pers. comm.).” In the species list, page 26, Cardioglossa 
manengouba Blackburn, 2008 is listed as a synonym of C. oreas 
Amiet, 1972, again mostly based on a personal communication 
by Amiet, as indicated in a short footnote. All these vague state-
ments would have deserved some proper justifications, as such 
they are just adding taxonomic confusion.

The Kassina sp. (Hyperoliidae) from Gabon mentioned by 
Frétey et al. in the species list (p. 35) and the identification key 
(pp. 124 and 175) without any further detail actually corresponds 
to the undescribed Kassina sp. mentioned by Burger et al. (2004, 
2006) and Pauwels and Rödel (2007) from the Monts Doudou, as 
confirmed by Frétey (pers. comm.).

As the authors indicate on p. 17, they took into account all 
available batrachological literature from 1834 to December 2008, 
with only a few references from early 2009. During the gap be-
tween end of 2008 and the publication of the book in 2011, due 
to a lengthy editing treatment by the publishing house, only one 
reference was cited because it described three species from the 
region treated (Barej et al. 2010), and the authors insisted on hav-
ing it mentioned in an addendum (T. Frétey, pers comm.).

The map showing the protected areas in Central Africa (p. 
98) does not show most of the national parks of Gabon; in 2002 
a network of 13 national parks was created, which covers about 
11% of the country’s territory and houses 86% of the amphibian 
species known to occur in Gabon (Christy et al. 2008; Pauwels 
2008; Pauwels and Rödel 2007). 

The absence of commas in the authorships in the literature 
references renders some references very confusing, especially 
when there are multiple authors; this reference format, probably 
imposed by the publishing house, is certainly not to be encour-
aged.

The literature references list for São Tomé and Príncipe lists 
Haft and Franzen (1996), but this reference does not appear in 
the literature cited, so we list it below.

The taxonomical index provides an incomplete list of pages 
where taxon names appear in the work, for instance the listing of 
taxa in Table 2 (list of all species from Central Africa and Angola) 
is mostly not referred to in the index, the synonyms listed in the 
species list are not included, and the appearance of names in the 
English and the French keys is not at all referred to in the taxo-
nomical index. The toponymic index unfortunately does not in-
clude the localities on the photos (the authors should by the way 
be congratulated for providing a locality for their photos, which 
too many authors still do not do). Mistypings are very few in the 
book, and are mostly concentrated in the English text.

We tried the key to identify ten Gabonese amphibian spec-
imens; all could satisfactorily be identified except the two 

Hyperolius spp. we had. In spite of the appendix dedicated to this 
genus, we encourage the key users to double-check their identi-
fications with other literature reference on the genus Hyperolius, 
and the same should be done with other difficult genera such as 
Leptopelis and Ptychadena.

The few criticisms above should not obscure the fact that 
this new book represents a major step in the study of the batra-
chofauna of Gabon and Mbini, since the best tools available so 
far were mostly descriptions and keys developed by Jean-Louis 
Amiet and Jean-Luc Perret in various papers, often outdated, 
for Cameroonian amphibians. This new identification tool will 
undoubtedly allow a faster development of local species inven-
tories and a better understanding of the distribution and conser-
vation status of the amphibians of Gabon and Mbini.
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The Family Xenosauridae in Mexico /  
La Familia Xenosauridae en México

by Julio A. Lemos-Espinal, Geoffrey R. Smith, 
and Guillermo A. Woolrich-Piña. 2012. ECO 
Herpetological Publishing & Distribution, 
Rodeo, New Mexico. 106 pp. Softcover. US 
$16.95. ISBN 978-0-9832789-6-2.

The Xenosauridae is an enigmatic 
family of lizards consisting of a single 
genus, Xenosaurus, confined to Mexico 
and Guatemala. All species are live-
bearing, with an unusually protracted 
gestation (up to nine months). These 
are mostly sedentary lizards, whose 
dorsoventrally flattened bodies reflect 

an intimate association with rock crevices. This book brings 
together a burgeoning scientific literature on xenosaurids, 
summarizing data on identification, morphology, coloration, 
distribution, habitat, behavior, diet, taxonomy, and etymology, 
all contained within individual species accounts. At present, 
there are six named species—all monotypic with the exception 
of X. grandis, with five subspecies. Information is presented for 
each species plus two undescribed forms from Hidalgo-Veracruz 
and Querétaro. The lizards and their habitats are illustrated 
with 81 color figures. A gazetteer presents specific distributional 
data for each species, including point-locality range maps 
and a list of known localities accompanied by geocoordinates. 
A comprehensive list of references is provided. A great deal of 
information is packed into this small book. The dual English/
Spanish text will help make this volume accessible to a broad 
community of herpetologists and biologists. 

Frogs of South Australia, 3rd ed.

by Michael J. Tyler and Steven J. Walker. 2011. 
Michael Tyler and Associates, Belair, South 
Australia. 100 pp. Softcover. AUS $25.00 
(approx. US $30.00 with shipping; available 
from Michael Tyler & Associates, PO Box 334, 
Belair, South Australia 5052). ISBN 978-0-646-
56849-2.

Much has changed in our knowledge 
of South Australia’s frog fauna since Edgar 
Waite’s first treatment in 1929, at which 
time only 10 species were known to oc-
cur there. The present work recognizes 27 
native species plus the introduced Cane 
Toad (Bufo marinus), and follows the first 

two editions of this book authored by Michael Tyler in 1966 and 
1977. Of the native species, two are undescribed, one each be-
longing to the genera Litoria and Pseudophryne. For each spe-
cies of frog there is a point-locality distribution map in color, 
together with a large, high quality color photograph of an adult 
frog (tadpoles are not illustrated). Informational text covers the 
essentials: description, advertisement call, breeding biology, 
habitat, and distribution. This small (15 x 21 cm), lightweight 
book is easily carried into the field, where it will efficiently serve 
to identify any frogs encountered.
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