
Nurturing young writers – creating multimodel texts from the beginning 
 

Learning to write is integral to literacy learning and contemporary Australian children starting school deserve 
approaches to the teaching of writing that reflect contemporary understandings of literacies. Children start 
school as experienced meaning makers, and creative thinkers with vivid imaginations. One of their biggest 
challenges upon entering school is learning how to write. Their teachers are faced with an equally enormous 
challenge - teaching these children how to write using the English alphabetic system and written language 
conventions, without dampening their creativity or devaluing the meaning making systems they brought with 
them to school.  How teachers respond to children’s early attempts at meaning making and what they value 
helps to form children’s attitudes towards writing and determine the paths their learning journeys follow. A 
range of issues for supporting children’s creation of multimodal texts, from the very first days at school, will be 
discussed and suggestions for ways forward presented. 
 

 The writing journey from 0-8 will be included in the day - with milestones shared with the audience.  

 Interactive writing will be considered as a tool to support early writing in the first two years of school.  

 The Transition from prior to school to school in terms of writing will be discussed. 

 Working with the families of young writers will be considered. 
 

  

Thursday February 18th 9.00am – 3.00pm 

Nurturing young writers 

Presented by Dr Noella Mackenzie 

Dr Noella Mackenzie is a Senior Lecturer in literacy studies at Charles Sturt University, Albury. She is a member of 
the Research Institute for Professional Practice, Learning and Education (RIPPLE). For the past 8 years, Noella has 
focused on the teaching and learning of writing. The program of research has included (1) the examination of the 
relationship between drawing and learning to write, (2) the transition experiences of early writers and (3) writing 
development in the early years. Her research informs, and is informed by, her ongoing professional work with 
teachers in schools and her university teaching. Noella has been recognised for teaching excellence through 
awards at the state and national levels. 
 

WHEN:  Thursday 18th February 9.00am – 3.00pm 

WHERE:  Moonah Arts Centre: 23-27 Albert Road, Moonah 

COST:   Individual Members: $80 

  Institutional Members: $105    *See important registration notes on the next page. 

Student Members: $50 

  Non-Members: $205 

 

When you register online you can pay by credit card or select Cheque or EFT to be sent an invoice. 

Members, please remember to login to receive the member discount price. 

NOTE: This workshop is GST free. 

 

Join ALEA: http://www.alea.edu.au/membership 

http://www.alea.edu.au/membership


Schools are urged to support the work of ALEA and the professional learning of their staff  

by joining as institutional members.   

 

Registration Information 

ALEA Tas South 

ABN 17 566 747 301  

Nurturing young writers 

Thursday February 18th 2016 

Register online by: Thursday February 11th 2016 

Register online at: www.alea.edu.au/events/category/tasmania 

Please note: unless adequate notice of cancellation is provided, participants will be 

invoiced. 

Please pay online, bring payment to workshop or send cheque to: 

ALEA Tas South, 97 Norma Street, Howrah 7018 

DoE Creditor Id:  C-002380 

 

Cost:    Individual members: $80  Institutional members: $105       

Student members: $50  Non-members: $205 

Note: this workshop is GST free 

Email enquiries to: margaret.luckman@education.tas.gov.au 

or adrienne.willing@education.tas.gov.au 

 

 

Institutional members: before you can register staff members online they must be listed as part of your 
membership. Please go to www.alea.edu.au and login with your username and password. Go to My 
Account, choose My Memberships and click on Members. You can add staff members to your membership 
so they receive the institutional member discount when you register for the workshop. If you have 
problems please email the list of names you want to add to your membership to office@alea.edu.au or call 
ALEA National Office on 1800 248 379. 
 
Once the names of staff members are added to your membership you can register them for this workshop 
and you will be charged the institutional member rate for each staff member. 
 
 
ALEA has a privacy policy that endorses the National Privacy Principles set out in the Privacy Amendment (Private Sector) Act 
2000. If you require more information about this policy or for queries about membership, please phone 1800 248 379. 

Australian Literacy Educators’ Association Tas South ABN 17 566 747 301 
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