
SESSION 11 – SMALL GROUP LEADER’S GUIDE 

Jesus Changes Everything (Easter Series) 

Matthew 18:21-35 – Jesus Changes Marriage: Forgiveness in Marriage 

 

Review of Sermon Notes 

Key Idea: Marriages are transformed through Christ empowered and Christlike forgiveness. 
 
I. A Q&A (21-22) 
 
II. A King (23) 
 
III. A Debt (24-26) 
 
IV. A Payment (27) 
 
V. An Unthinkable Act (28-31) 
 
VI. A Rebuke (32-34) 
 
VII. A Warning (35) 

Forgiveness is at the very heart of what it means to be a Christian. Forgiveness is at the heart of our 
relationships. Especially forgiveness in marriage. 

 
6 popular myths that surround forgiveness: 
1. Apologizing is the same thing as asking for forgiveness 
2. Forgiveness is optional 
3. Forgiving means forgetting 
4. Forgiveness is the same thing as reconciliation 
5. Forgiveness erases consequences 
6. Forgiveness is a feeling or should be easy 

 
Jesus changes marriage by both modeling for us what he calls us to do and giving us the power to do what we ought 
to do! 
 

Walter Wanegrin Jr – When Christ is the single most solid reality upon which you stand; when in faith you find the 
source of your own life in him; when you yourself do dwell within his loving mercy and his forgiveness, then you are 
empowered to forgive your spouse, infinitely. Christ is the well from which to draw the water for your thirsty wife or 

husband. But this must be remembered: only as you know Jesus’ limitless forgiveness for you are you able limitlessly 
to share forgiveness with your spouse. 

 
--- 

 

Open in Prayer 

Some thoughts and suggestions for your prayer time:  

• Pray that we would each see our infinite debt of sin that God has forgiven 

• Pray that we would extend unconditional mercy to those who sin against us 

• Pray that the relationship challenges we face would build a deeper understand of how to love one another 

well 



 

Time of Worship 

Spend time in musical worship. Some suggestions include:  

• His Mercy is More 

• Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery 

• Have Mercy on Me 

 

Community Building Discussion 

Ask the group either the following question(s): 

 

Can you remember a time when you argued with someone over something completely ridiculous? 

When did you realize it was ridiculous? (this is meant to focus on you, not a chance to throw your 

spouse or someone else under the bus) 

 

Transition: From Sunday’s sermon we learned that we need to extend mercy in the face of the smallest 

(and even silliest) wrongs and disagreements. 

 

OR 

 

 What has been some poor marriage advice you’ve received over the years or that you’ve heard of? 

 

Transition: In Sunday’s sermon we heard 6 popular myths that surround forgiveness but that can often be 

taken as truth. Thankfully God has given us his Word to help us navigate the myths and earthly wisdom to 

help us move toward relationships that reflect Christ. 

 

Key Idea: Marriages are transformed through Christ empowered and Christlike forgiveness. 

 

Read the Text 

Have everyone turn to Matthew 18:21-35, and either take turns reading portions, or have someone in the group read 

it aloud. 

 

21 Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As many 

as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times. 

 

23 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his servants. 24 

When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25 And since he could not 

pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26 

So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of 

pity for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But when that same servant went 

out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, 

saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I 

will pay you.’ 30 He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31 When his fellow servants 

saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had taken 

place. 32 Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because 



you pleaded with me. 33 And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And 

in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35 So also my heavenly Father will do 

to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.” 

 

Suggested Order of Questions: 

• With the whole group: Word #1; Worship #2; Word #2; Worship #3 

• In smaller groups: Worship #1; Worship #3; Work #1 

• In prayer groups: Worship #4; Work #2 

 

--- 

 

Word: How this truth should be understood 

1. Why was the sum of 10,000 talents so significant to the telling of the story?  

 

Answer 

• It represents the infinite debt of sin we each have before God 

• It points to our total inability to repay the debt that we owe to God 

• It points to the infinite punishment we deserve because of our debt of sin. Lifetimes of work 

could never repay it. 

• It puts the sins of others (the debts against us) into perspective with our sin against God.  

• It points to our forgetfulness of the magnitude of God’s mercy and our forgetfulness of who our 

King is in our lives. 

• It reveals that our smaller demonstrations of mercy are only possible because of the greater 

demonstration of mercy we received from our King of Mercy. 

 

2. What is forgiveness? What does it mean and how is it different from trust and reconciliation? 

 

Answer 

C.S. Lewis: “Everyone says forgiveness is a lovely idea until they have something to forgive” 

 

Brad Hambrick: “Forgiveness is a great theme for a redemptive novel or movie. We cry sweet tears. But as 

a lived experience, forgiveness means you’ve been hurt and are making yourself vulnerable again. We cry 

bitter tears.” 

 

The idea of forgiveness seems simple enough: to cancel someone’s debt. It’s something we teach to our 

kids and hope they understand forgiveness as a vital step in moving away from sin and moving toward 

another person. Yet the beautiful simplicity of forgiveness can often become painfully complex in our 

relationships. But to help us with a definition that meets us on the minefield of relational difficulties, we 

recommend Brad Hambrick’s definition of forgiveness that includes a statement distinguishing it: 

 

At its most basic level, forgiveness is canceling a debt. But, to stay within the financial metaphor, canceling 

a debt doesn’t necessarily mean living as if the debt never happened (unwriting history), giving another loan 

(trust), or starting a business together (reconciliation). You can cancel a debt while being aware of 

someone’s financial habits, declining to lend more money, and refusing a joint business venture. 



(Brad Hambrick) 

 

To summarize, forgiveness means keeping three commitments: 

• Personally – I will not dwell on this offense and reduce you to this failure/offense. 

• Interpersonally – I will not use this failure/offense as leverage to coerce you to change. 

• Socially – I will not bring up this event with others unless it is to protect them from similar hurt. 

 

Worship: How this truth affects your heart 

1. Consider the image of God as a forgiving King in this parable. What sins has God forgiven you this past 

week? What have you confessed? How has his mercy fueled your worship for him? 

 

Answers will vary 

In this passage, we see the image of our loving heavenly Father. He is honest about the debt, but also 

moved with compassion (27), and mercifully forgiving all our sin (27). As we consider our personal debt that 

has been paid, let’s respond with worship and praise. 

 

2. How can our heart of forgiveness grow as we meditate on God’s forgiveness of us? 

 

Answers will vary 

As we behold the glory of our forgiving God, we are transformed into the same image (2 Cor 3:18). As we 

grow in our worship of Christ we also grow in our likeness to Christ. That is the only way we can fulfill the 

call to forgive as God has forgiven us in Ephesians 4:32. 

 

3. What does our unforgiveness demonstrate? 

 

Answer 

This shows that we have forgotten our merciful King. We are taking the sins of others and our relational 

conflicts out of the context of the infinite mercy that has been shown toward us. We are magnifying the sins 

of others, we are magnifying our suffering, and we are losing sight of the mercy of our King. The result will 

be our inability to be merciful and loving in the face of wrong and we will be stuck in a pattern of returning 

evil for evil rather than overcoming evil with good (Rom 12:21)

4. What popular myths of forgiveness have you been tempted to use in your relationships? 

 

Answers will vary 

• Apologizing - Expressing feelings of remorse or just giving a rationale for the your actions 

• Forgiveness is optional - Just making things work, letting things roll off your back  

• Forgiveness means forgetting - The problem with this myth is that it’s not possible to actively forget 

and some scars we carry the rest of our lives.  

• Forgiveness is the same thing as reconciliation - This is a myth that is popular in some churches 

but can endanger certain individuals from being reconciled to someone before the relationship is 

safe to re-enter. It’s important to remember that forgiveness is an event or transaction that 

prepares the way for reconciliation. 



• Forgiveness erases consequences - We need to make our spouse pay and if we forgive they are 

let off the hook. Sin does bring consequences, but we need to see that we’re not the executioner of 

those consequences. 

• Forgiveness is a feeling or it should be easy - One of the major reasons forgiveness is so hard is 

that those who believe this myth have associated forgiveness more with feelings than with 

obedience. 

 

Work: How this truth works out in your life 

1. What are some deadly substitutes for forgiveness in marriage and relationships? How can that affect your 

marriage or relationships? 

 

Answers will vary 

Here are some ideas: 

• Rationalizing sin (e.g. “I have to yell if I want to be understood”) 

• Minimizing sin (e.g. “Well at least I’m not doing ____”) 

• Living in fear (e.g. “I’ll just do whatever I need to in order to keep them from exploding, I’ll walk on 

eggshells”) 

• Living in anger and bitterness (e.g. “I’ll continue to remind myself and remind them of what they did 

no matter what”) 

 

2. What are some first steps you can take to move towards forgiving someone you are struggling to forgive? 

(e.g. pray for them and yourself; preach the gospel to yourself; consider the depth of your own sin; receive 

wise counsel; repent of your sin) 

 

Answers will vary 

 

3. Do you have any relationships where you are holding their sin over their heads? 

• Write down their name 

• Pray 

• Talk to a mature brother or sister if you have questions about the situation 

• Follow through with forgiveness 

 

Answers will vary 

 

4. Is there a relationship where you need to go and confess sin? 

• Write down their name 

• Pray 

• Talk to a mature brother or sister if you have questions about the situation 

• Follow through with confession 

 

Answers will vary 

Ask them how this has been and how it encouraged them. 

 

--- 



 

Sharing and Prayer 
1. The theme of our study in John is “to awaken and advance faith.” And although we’re taking a break from it, in 

session 1, we shared one area in which we’d like to grow in living out your faith as a result of this season’s study. 
In what ways were you able to apply what you learned in the previous session this past week?  
 
Be sure to follow-up on their prayer requests week to week as a way of tracking and encouraging change! 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What are some ways that you’d like to apply what you just learned to that one area you’d like to grow in living out 
your faith? 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Share other prayer requests. 
  



Appendix: Recommended Resources on Forgiveness 
 

Brad Hambrick. “When Talking About Forgiveness: A Guide for Christian Conversations and Ministry.” February 13, 
2020. Accessed May 8, 2020. http://bradhambrick.com/forgiveness/ 

 
This is a multiple blog series on the various aspects of forgiveness. 

 
Ernie Baker. “The Healing Power of Forgiveness.” December 21, 2016. Accessed May 8, 2020. 

https://www.biblicalcounselingcoalition.org/2016/12/21/the-healing-power-of-forgiveness/ 
 
———. “Lavish Forgiveness: Ephesians 4:32 (Another Look).” December 4, 2015. Accessed May 8, 2020. 

https://www.biblicalcounselingcoalition.org/2015/12/04/lavish-forgiveness-ephesians-432-another-look/ 
 
John Piper. “Can I Forgive Someone Who Doesn’t Confess Wronging Me?” May 10, 2017. Accessed May 8, 2020. 

https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/can-i-forgive-someone-who-doesnt-confess-wronging-me 
 
———. “Have I Really Forgiven Someone If I Keep Remembering Their Wrong?” April 13, 2018. Accessed May 8, 

2020. https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/have-i-really-forgiven-someone-if-i-keep-remembering-their-
wrong 

 
———. “The Major Obstacle in Forgiving Others.” October 29, 2015. Accessed May 8, 2020. 

https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/the-major-obstacle-in-forgiving-others 
 
Marshall Segal. “How to Love the Hard to Love.” December 19, 2019. Accessed May 8, 2020. 

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/how-to-love-the-hard-to-love 
 
Scott Hubbard. “How to Look an Offense.” December 23, 2019. Accessed May 8, 2020. 

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/how-to-overlook-an-offense 
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