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Lesson Number: 34A 

Subject: Grade 11 History 

Term: 1 

Week: 9   Lesson Number: 34A 

Date: __/__/ 2021 

Unit: 11.2 Imperialism 

Topic 3: Arrival of foreigners (1850 – 1900) 

Learning Outcomes 

1. Explain and analyze the impact of the arrival of foreigners in Papua New Guinea. 

 

Introduction 
In lesson 34A, we still continue on the above unit and topic. In this lesson, we learn 
about the European countries that decided to divide up the Island of New Guinea 
and the European settlers who wanted to settle in PNG. In particular, we study the 
arrival of colonial administrators and government officials who created policies that 
would have an impact on the lives of the local people.  
 
Instructions 
In your Lecture Book, copy the Header above. Make sure your handwriting is neat 
and legible. (I will be checking your Lecture Book when you return to school). 
 
Resource 
Read this supplementary information and answer the practice exercise that follows. 

Administrators and settlers 
An administrator is someone who takes care of a group or organisations. They are appointed 
or elected by the authority to take control and oversee the general operation and running of 
the administration. Colonial administrators were representatives of trading companies and 
their main interest was to protect the interests of the European traders and settlers and govern 
in a way that would make the most profits for them.  
Administrators and government representatives had a great impact on the lives of Papua New 
Guineans. They brought peace to the people and taught them about organised ways of doing 
things.  
Settlers were people who came into a territory to live and do their business. Many settlers 
accompanied their country representatives or colonial administrators. When a country claimed 
possession of a protectorate settlers moved in to do business and help the colonial 
administration. Settlers searched for better living conditions and suitable environments to 
permanently settle in.  
In the early 1880s the British colonial government in Queensland, across the Torres Strait, 
became alarmed by German commercial activity in New Guinea. Britain became suspicious 
of German annexation of New Guinea and fearing the security threat this posed, Queensland 
claimed south-eastern New Guinea (Papua) for the British Crown in 1884. The British 
government in London did not immediately recognise the action, although pressure from its 
Australian and New Zealand colonies prompted Britain to formally establish a protectorate 
over south-eastern New Guinea in 1884. A few days earlier Germany had claimed north-
eastern New Guinea, and in 1884 the British and German empires agreed upon the borders 
of British New Guinea and German New Guinea. This means the island of New Guinea was 
divided between Germany claiming (New Guinea coastal mainland and islands) and Britain 
claimed Papua and eventually agreed with the creation of a border.  
In 1901 Britain’s Australian colonies became states in the independent Commonwealth of 
Australia. The new nation assumed the administration of British New Guinea, which was 
formally transferred to Australia in 1906 and renamed Papua. The Australian lieutenant 
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governor pursued the sometimes-conflicting policies of exploiting Papua’s natural resources 
and improving the lives of the Papuans.  
On the other side, a German company was given German New Guinea to administer by 
Germany. When the company’s plantations failed to make a profit, the German government 
assumed control of the colonial administration in 1899. Germany concerned itself primarily 
with improving the lives of the foreign settlers. Although the Germans introduced commercial 
plantations, created a small road network, and improved sanitation, the lives of the New 
Guineans were either little improved or made harsher. At the beginning of World War I (1914-
1918) an Australian military force occupied German New Guinea and remained there 
throughout the war. After Germany’s defeat, the League of Nations granted Australia a 
mandate to rule the German colony, which was renamed the Mandated Territory of New 
Guinea. Plantations and agriculture were expanded. The discovery of gold in the 1920s 
created a gold rush. The Australians extended the education system, but they were generally 
less concerned with native rights in the mandated territory than in Papua.  
There had been several hundred years of contact between foreigners, Asians and the 
Europeans with the people of Papua New Guinea. In 1828 the Dutch Government claimed the 
western half of the main island of New Guinea and established a boundary at 141st meridian 
east longitude.  
The British and the German governments divided the island of New Guinea without even 
consulting the people. They claimed possession of the land, resources and the people who 
inhabited this part of the world without their approval or agreement. One reason is that the 
plantation owners of Queensland wanted continued access to cheap New Guinea labour to 
work on their sugar cane plantations. They regarded the Pacific islanders as the cheapest 
labour to employ; they wanted to maintain the plantation labour supply from New Guinea.  
(Source: Gr 11 History (2017). Flexible, Open and Distance Education (FODE). 
Department of Education) 

 
Practice Exercise 5 
 
Copy the questions into your exercise book and answer. 
 
1. What is an administrator? 

 
2. What is a settler? 

 
3. What was the relationship between European administrators and settlers? 

 
4. Which European countries divided the entire Island of New Guinea in the 1800s? 
 
 
 


