
Ask, Seek, Knock!
R. Stanley

“ASK, and it will be given to you; SEEK, and you will find; KNOCK and it will
be opened to you!” (Mt 7:7).

Here’s a clarion call to PRAYER. Prayer is asking and the answer is receiving. Prayer
is seeking and the answer is finding. Prayer is knocking and the answer is entering.

Matthew 5 thru 7 can be called a Sermon on Prayer. Here the Lord elaborates
more on prayer than any other subject. At the heart of the sermon is a prayer which
we call the Lord’s prayer (6:9-13). The priority Christ demands for prayer in our life
cannot be overstressed. A brief meditation of the prayer passages of this Sermon
is refreshing.

 5:6, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness for they
shall be filled.”

Prayer is a great sanctifier. Its detergent effect is experiential. A sinning man
stops praying and a praying man stops sinning, Repentance intermingles with
prayer (2 Chron 7:14). Let’s make our personal sanctification and practical
righteousness an important item for prayer. The passion for righteousness should
outrank our physical hunger and thirst. E. M. Bounds said, “Prayer and a holy life
are one. The absence of one is the absence of the other.” Prayer for holiness showers
the waters of sanctification. “They shall be filled!”

 5:8, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.”

Don’t rush into prayer inadvertently. Heart must be quietened and mind calmed
to see if there is any wicked way in us. Our prayers should begin with “search me,
O God.” Hidden and unconfessed sin weakens prayer. It hides God’s face (Isa 59:2).
Dirt and filth surface only when the water is still. Seek a fresh cleansing by the Blood
every time you go to God in prayer. Unknown sins outnumber the known and obvious.

 5:23,24, “If you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your
brother has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar, and go
your way. First be reconciled and then come, and offer your gift.”

Prayer is an altar. Cain must get right with Abel if God is to accept his offering.
While talking about reconciliation, we are not to find who is on the wrong. The one
who comes to the altar should take the initiative to reconcile. A clear conscience
means being right with God as well as with man. Neither can survive alone (1 Jn 4:20).
Shed down anger and bitterness and embrace the eschewed, Let not pride and
prestige obstruct God’s blessing. “First” be reconciled!

 5:44, “Pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you.”

Christian life is both delightsome and difficult. Delightsome when we obey and
difficult otherwise. The commandments of Christ are not unreasonable or impossible.
When we start praying for those who contradict us or conspire against us, the love
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of God overwhelms us so we can love them with the same love. The Lord purposely
puts us with difficult persons. It’s futile to try to escape. It’s part of our discipline.
Grace sufficient to live with hostility and misunderstanding is granted us when
we pray. God removes not the “thorn” (2 Cor 12:7-9).

 6;5,6, “And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. For they love
to pray... that they may be seen by men... But you, when you pray, go into your
room, and when you have shut your door pray to your Father who is in the secret
place; and your Father who sees you in secret will reward you openly.”

Prayer, of all spiritual disciplines, can most easily become a show-off. It’s pharisaic
to go around telling how many hours one prays everyday. Impressing people has no
other reward. Prayer is not for parading. The secret of praying is praying in secret.
This passage also emphasises the need of a prayer corner where one will be least
disturbed. Unless we run to a place of solitude, we will miss the whisper of the
Spirit amidst all bustle. Closeting oneself also speaks of unhurried prayer. Secret
prayers bless our public life and decision making. Stay put in the prayer chamber
each morning until God touches you.

 6:7,8, “When you pray, do not use vain repetitions as the heathen do... For
your Father knows the things you have need of before you ask him.”

Prayer is not to tell God what He knows not. Rather we verbalize our feelings
to a father as a child. Simple prayers are sublime. We should pour our hearts before
Him but desist from the thought that we explain to Him what He doesn’t
understand! The heathenic views of deity should be forsaken. First and last, prayer
is a father-child dialogue. The father knows the child’s needs but he is delighted
when the child asks him. That enlivens the relationship. The mother knows when
to feed her baby but she is stimulated when it cries for milk.

 6:9-13, “In this manner therefore pray: Our Father in Heaven, Hallowed be
Your name. Your Kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And
do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the
Kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.”

Can there be a better prayer? Articulated by the Master Prayer who knew the
Father’s mind perfectly! Because in liturgical worship this prayer passes through
lips like parrot-repetition, others have totally avoided this prayer. Is disuse the
remedy for misuse? Saying the prayer in family devotions is enriching. This prayer
sets the priorities in order. First, His name, His Kingdom and His will. Next our
physical needs and interpersonal relationship. Thirdly we are to pray regularly to
overcome temptation. The flesh is weak though the spirit is willing.

 6:14,15, “If you forgive men their trespasses your heavenly Father will also
forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father
forgive your trespasses.”
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Forgiveness of sins is conditional. Jesus meant what He said. Harbouring an
unforgiving spirit is to our own disadvantage. God has generously forgiven what we
have confessed as well as what we have failed or forgotten to confess. He accepted
us as we are. Should we not have the same attitude towards others? Forgiveness
is not easy. But God helps when we take first steps.

 6:16-18, “when you fast, do not be like the hypocrites... when you fast, anoint
your head and wash your face, so that you do not appear to men to be fasting, but
to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will
reward you openly.”

Jesus took it for granted that His people would regularly fast. He didn’t discuss
whether or not fasting was necessary. We should increase fasting as we come close
to the end of the age. God delights when we fast in secret. The result will be
manifold blessings both in life and ministry.

 6:25-33, “Do not worry about your life... saying, what shall we eat? or what
shall we drink? or what shall we wear? For after all these things the Gentiles seek.
For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the
Kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.”

Prayers should not revolve around earthly and physical needs. Study for
example the Lord’s prayer requests, only one is for the bodily need. We certainly
need to ask for daily bread but we should not be obsessed with it. Eternal things
are more important. If our interest is primarily the establishment of God’s Kingdom
in all its righteousness everywhere, it becomes the King’s responsibility to feed and
clothe the soldiers. Put missions and worldwide evangelism on top. Pray for the
Church and the nation. Pray for national and international leaders. Pray for a
heaven-sent revival.

 7:7, “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and
it will be opened to you.”

The answer to prayer is certain. God’s very nature is to answer prayer. We “will”
get what we ask for. We “will” find what we seek. The door we knock “will” open.
Don’t doubt God. Simple faith is not that easy in a scientific age. But there’s no
other way. It’s He who is calling us to ask, seek and knock. What for but to answer
us? God delights in our asking and even more in His answering.

 7:8, “For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him
who it will be opened.”

God plays no favouritism. Everyone is equally important and precious to Him.
No doubt we need the prayer help of others but nobody’s recommendation. We can
go to God straight. There is no “gift” called getting prayers answered. Can God be
partial to His children? Elijah was not a deluxe edition. He was “a man with a
nature like ours.” He prayed and God answered. The effective, fervent prayer of “a”
righteous man avails much (Js 5:16-18). We are made righteous in Christ. Shed down
all inhibitions and pray boldly.
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 7:9-11, “What man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will give
him a stone?... If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children,
how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who
ask him!”

God gives precisely what we ask. He is good. He gives only good things. Bread,
egg and fish! Forsake negative thinking. Whatever comes from the “Father of lights”
is “good and perfect” (Js 1:17). In the place of “good things” Luke writes “Holy Spirit”
(Lk 11:13). The Best of gifts! The Promise of the Father! Pray daily for a fresh
infilling of the Spirit. God will give the Spirit without measure because He is “able
to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think!” (Eph 3:20).

Follow these guidelines to grow in your prayer life:

1. Spend atleast an hour each day in prayer and waiting before the Lord, to “ask”
and to “seek.”

2. Fast atleast once every week and pray. Fix up a convenient day in the week
when you are relatively less busy.

3. Pray with one or more believers atleast for an hour each week. Sit with the
couple of believers you have in mind and decide on the convenient timing. Don’t change
the time. Continue even if the number dwindles.

4. Fix the maps of India and the world in your prayer room. “Knock” every place
with the prayer hammer.

5. If you are not able to keep up your one hour prayer schedule any day, do
make it up in weekends by observing an extended prayer time. This may sound legal
but better so because we have failed so much on knees.

6. Read as many books on prayer as possible. Any book on prayer gives some
new lessons.

7. Join fasting prayer, prayer camps and prayer Seminars wherever possible and
catch the prayer fever.
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