
Also known as the money tree, penny plant, dollar plant and tree of happiness. It is grown in 
parts of the Far East, Germany and in the USA and thought to bring good financial luck.

Krantzkloof in Your Garden
Factsheet #2

Scientific Name:

Crassula ovata

A stunning feature plant with a high bonsai capability - the stout and gnarled stem 
gives the impression of great age. The succulent leaves often have an attractive 
red margin and in the cool winter-spring months the plant displays rounded heads 
of sweetly scented light-pink flowers. A hardy, drought resistant and pioneer plant 
that is easy to maintain.

Fun Fact

Propagated by seeds or cuttings. Seeds can be sown spring – autumn. Water seedlings with 
a fungicide to prevent damping off. Cuttings can be rooted at any time of the year but is optimal 
during summer. Keep cuttings fairly dry to prevent rotting.

How to Propagate 

In a potted plant: Drench the soil and then allow it to dry out before watering again.
To induce flowering, gradually (over a few weeks) move the potted specimen into a sunny or 
brightly lit position outdoors during summer and autumn. Putting it in full sun behind glass or 
immediately in direct sun outdoors will scorch the leaves.

Maintenance Tips

Tolerant of periods of drought. Will rot if left to stand in wet soil so take care not to overwater. 
Water sparingly in summer and withhold water 
during winter.

Water Regime

For references or more information email:  info@kloofconservancy.org.za 

Sandy, clay, loam, with good drainage. pH: Acid, alkaline, neutral.Soil Type
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Conservation Status

Least Concern (LC).  Widespread and not declining.

Plant Type / Size Succulent shrub / Medium

Drought Tolerance

Low HighModerate

Pot Plant Potential

Poor Good ExcellentModerate

Gardening Skill Needed

Low High ExpertModerate

Flowering Season WinterAutumnSummerSpring

Full sun or semi-shade. Will flower best in a sunny position.Ideal Position

Spr AutSum Wint

Flowers attract bees, butterflies, beetles and other insects.
The stems also offer stable bases for wasps to build their nests on.

Animal Interaction
/ Ecology

Ornamental: A wonderful sculptural plant for indoor / outdoor pots, tubs, rockeries, retaining 
walls and gravel gardens. An ideal plant for a water-wise garden. 
Edible: Roots are grated and cooked, and eaten with thick milk 
(by the Khoi and other African tribes).
Medicinal: The leaves are boiled in milk as a remedy for diarrhoea. 
Also used to treat epilepsy, corns and as a purgative.

Uses

Common Names:
Jade plant, kerky bush, pink joy (Eng); beestebul (Afr); umxhalagube (isiXhosa); 
t'karkai (Khoi)
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