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Going to church is not enough 
And why McDonald’s will not make you a hamburger

I received an email the other week, for-
warded on to me by someone who 
thought I would find it interesting. As 

it happens, I did; it was informative and 
thought provoking. It had some very clev-
er and amusing statements illustrating a 
particular form of English grammar (don’t 
worry I’m not going down that path). It 
was one of the statements that caught my 
eye. It restates a very simple thought, one 
that we all know and understand, but one 
that can sometimes get blurred: 

“Going to church doesn’t make you a 
Christian any more than standing in a ga-
rage makes you a car.”

Whilst this may have a mildly amus-
ing tone, and obviously be a true state-
ment, we need to be aware that we cannot 
get too blasé, thinking that these things 
only apply to others. It is unfortunate 
that some deep rooted traditions in our 
history and in our society, can colour the 

way we look at things and as we get into 
a comfortable routine, we too could be 
in danger of falling into the complacent 
attitude that many or most religious or-
ganisations are now in, without even re-
alising what has happened. 

We are a fellowship built on the foun-
dations of the apostles, (Ephesians 2:20) 
with Jesus Christ as our head (Colossians 
1:18). As such we have a solid foundation 
which will enable us to stand firm as we 
see the very fabric of society disintegrat-
ing and the great and terrible day of the 
Lord approaching. (II Peter 3:9–11) Our 
fellowship is built on the belief that sal-

vation comes as a result of being born 
again (of water and the Spirit—John 3), 
which is the same as being baptised in 
water and receiving the Holy Spirit (Acts 
2:38). When this happens a person ac-
tually becomes a Christian, part of the 
church, rather than going to or visiting “a 
church”. That person then has to decide 
whether or not to allow themselves to be 
led by the Spirit of God and whether or 
not to have Jesus ruling and reigning as 
Lord of their life. It is made quite clear 
in Romans chapter 8 that it is those that 
are led by the Spirit that have the right to 
be called the children of God. There are 
many people today, irrespective of God’s 
blessings in their lives, that will go on 
being led by their own ideas, their own 
desires or the traditions of men that they 
have been taught in the past. We have to 
make sure, both as individuals and as a 
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TOP:  A man standing in a garage—brother Reg 

Hillier’s famous shed in Gawler, South Australia. It has 

everything—except a car. (Used with kind permission.)



fellowship, that we do not fall into that 
same trap and become “religious.” We 
must recognise that things can become 
very comfortable for us—we have a great 
fellowship, we get plenty of talks, we pray, 
we may even go on the occasional out-
reach, but we must never allow ourselves 
to be deceived into thinking or believing 
that because we get to meetings (or “go 
to church”) that everything is okay.

Our beliefs should totally affect every 
aspect of our lives. We need to be fervent 
in spirit; serving the Lord (Romans 12:11).  
Fervent comes from the Greek word “to 
boil.” It means that we should be excited 

and bubbling over with enthusiasm for 
the things of God, for the work of God 
and for the work of the Spirit within us. 
It is not our behaviour that makes us right 
with God; it is the infilling, and the on-
going work of the Spirit within us that 
makes us “Christian”, and our behaviour 
should then mirror that. 

To continue on in this way we must 
apply God’s Word in our lives, accepting 
that his promises are true and expecting 
him to perform mighty miracles in the ful-
filment of those promises. We should be 
fulfilling the potential that God has put in 
us through the Holy Spirit. We truly fulfil 
that potential when we cease to conform 
to this world and are transformed by the 
renewing of our minds (our intellect) dai-
ly, into something God can use.

So, let us not forget this very simple 
principle, one that the late Keith Green 
put across in a very similar manner, with 
a slightly more amusing twist:

“Going to church doesn’t make you a 
Christian any more than going to McDon-
alds makes you a hamburger.” 

During July the North Island young-
ies travelled to New Plymouth for 
a weekend of fun and fellowship. 

Friday night we all got together for des-
sert, prayer, and fellowship at the hall 
around our new roaring fire. 

On Saturday it was McDonald’s for 
breakfast and everyone was allocated a 
team for the photo car rally. Pastor Bryan, 
Snowy, Angel and Herman each took one 
team of youngies. There were a series of 
clues to solve and then a specific photo 
needed to be taken at the mystery desti-
nation. Bonus points were awarded if they 
took a photo of a team member giving a 
pamphlet to a stranger. After the rally it 
was back to the hall for lunch. 

Saturday night was a potluck dinner at 
the hall, a viewing of the fantastic car ral-
ly pics, three testimonies and an awesome 
singing item from the youngies. On Sun-
day morning Pastor Bryan talked about 
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“We should be fulfilling the 
potential that God has put in us 

through the Holy Spirit”
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Youngies’ weekend
North Island youngies in New Plymouth

Mystery Babylon, how the world’s sys-
tems are failing and how we need to have 
strength of conviction of what we stand 
for. We need to tell people that the Lord 
is the answer to the world’s problems.

Sadly the Te Puke saints had to leave 
after fellowship lunch but not before eve-
ryone headed out to the Go Kart track for 
some last minute fun.

Sunday night was the last big get to-
gether for the remaining youngies and 
we drove out to the Callis’s home in the 
country for a game of spotlight and fel-
lowship. Brendan dug out some old vid-
eos of the New Plymouth saints which 
had everyone in fits of laughter.

From start to finish the weekend was 
a great blessing and everyone came away 
rejoicing and uplifted from being together.

Psalm 133:1 Behold, how good and how 
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together 
in unity! 



Auckland
What an eventful last few months we have 
had. As you all know we purchased a hall 
earlier in the year and we have had some 
working bees there. We are now waiting 
on the council before we can continue on.

April saw Auckland hosting the East-
er Camp again at the Scout Camp in 
Green Bay. We had around 60 folk from 
the North Island attend and we all had 
a great time of fellowship and activities.

May was when we farewelled our sis-
ter Jean after a short battle with cancer, 
she is greatly missed and there are still 
many a fond thought and smile as her fa-
vourite choruses ring out round the hall. 
We also had some great news as we wel-
comed our new sister Martina into our 
fellowship—who was baptised and Spir-
it-filled at the hall. Martina has lived in 
many parts of the world but now calls 
Auckland her home.

Easter Camps and outreaches
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Plus: a little bit of Italy, a lot of hot air, and some mysterious and involved talks

ABOVE:  Water balloons at the South Island Camp

LEFT:  Pastor Wayne and Ruth “making you an offer”

RIGHT:  Northern Easter Camp at Green Bay

Five Auckland folk (Pastor Wayne, 
Ruth, John, Todd and Trudi) attended 
convention in Adelaide, held in the city 
centre at the Adelaide Convention Centre.

In June we had Nick and Kathleen 
from Darwin visit with their eight-month-
old son Theo. Many of you may remember 
them from Christmas Camp a few years 
ago where they met. 

Our yearly trip to Te Puke this year 
was combined with an Italian Dinner 
Night. Pastor Alan educated us in the 
finer details of the country and culture 
via a very poor accent, whilst the local 
“Romans” dished up a great feast.

Several outreaches, movie nights and 
having a few new folk along to our meet-
ings have also livened up our wait for the 
new hall to get underway. 

Bay of Plenty
Saints from Te Puke went either to the 
South Island Easter Camp in Kaiapoi with 
the Christchurch saints (no earthquake 
was going to stop camp going ahead!) or 
to the North Island venue in Green Bay, 
Auckland. Camp is always a wonderful 
time of sword sharpening and being up-
lifted by the testimonies of the saints and 
the Word of God. 

Pastor Alan, Mal, Paul, Julie and Jen-
ny then headed over to Adelaide for the 

convention and had a wonderful time 
even though the Butlers were strand-
ed for the week due to the volcanic ash 
clouds! What a great excuse for extend-
ed fellowship! 

The saints from Te Puke who didn’t 
get to Convention have been blessed to 
see many of the testimonies, mini talks 
and presentations on the big screen at our 
meetings. Other events over the past few 
months have included an outreach garage 
sale where many people were witnessed 
to, and an Italian dinner night which the 
Auckland saints came down to enjoy with 
us. A night of fun and frivolity—and scary 
Italian accents! We also had visiting saints 
from Darwin and Queensland which was 
a great blessing!

 We have had a few new people at 
meetings and another new brother who 
was witnessed to in the $2 shop that he 
runs. Praise the Lord. 
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Christchurch
The South Island Easter Camp had a num-
ber of very welcome overseas visitors in-
cluding Pastor Warren Sharrock and Wen-
dy and family, and Pastor Bill Allen and 
his wife, Anne. Pastor Royden and Sue 
from Wellington also came down along 
with a number of North Island folk. 

Christchurch had another 6.3 earth-
quake in June with more liquefaction and 
flooding and damage, but things seem to 
have quietened down since. Our remain-
ing rear hall has finally been demolished. 
It is time to start serious plans for the 
rebuilding.

With Christchurch city on a go slow, 
we have been doing some outreaching 
in other South Island towns. We held an 
outreach in Greymouth over the June 
long weekend with a Saturday and Sun-
day meeting. Presentations on “The Bi-
ble” and “Eternal Life” were advertised 
and there was witnessing and letterbox-
ing on the streets. We also managed to 
fit in a visit to the Pancake Rocks on Sun-
day afternoon.

In June we also held a Saturday out-
reach in Ashburton, one hour south of 
Christchurch, again with some folk wit-
nessing on the streets, and others letter-
boxing. 

In July the Wattchows, Matt, Nicola 
and Brendan (all of whom have Nelson 
connections) went up to Nelson and held 
a meeting there during the school holi-
days. A presentation on Bible prophecy 
was advertised and we had three Nelson 
relatives and one other new person at-

tend. Some letterboxing was also done 
at this time and on an earlier occasion.

We received a few responses to the 
pamphlets from Greymouth, Ashburton 
and Nelson and we hope to follow up the 
reading material we were able to send 
them. In Christchurch itself a couple of 
new folk have been attending regularly 

TOP:  Outreaches in Greymouth and Nelson

BELOW:  Paul and Julie Darbyshire (Mamma Mafia!)

BOTTOM:  From left: Martin & Zeph from Auckland; hot 

air balloons in Christchurch; signoras dining in Te Puke

through a connection with some of the 
letterboxing done here.

A mini hot-air balloon night at the 
farm (where we attempted to create and 
fly some small homemade flying lanterns 
heated by candles and various combusti-
ble liquids) provided some fabulous un-
intended pyrotechnics and a number of 
very scary scenes as “the balloon went up” 
for many teams (but only in flames). 

New Plymouth
New Plymouth has been full-on these last 
couple of months. Pastor Bryan’s talks 
have been on the mysteries of the Bible 
and it has been a very involved set of 
talks. There are a lot of mysteries in the 
Bible. But it has been very interesting to 
learn that the Bible also has the answers 
to these mysteries and what they mean 
to us in our walk with the Lord.

We had a $5 meal challenge night. 
This meant we had to make a meal for 
our family that costs five dollars or less. 
So we did have some interesting meals 
and the vegie satay was voted the most 
tasty! Then there was the Youngies’ week-
end that was a joint weekend with Auck-
land, Te Puke and Wellington. The fel-
lowship was awesome and Jackie did a 
wonderful job organising the car rally and 
the fellowship lunch and pot luck dinner. 
Thanks Jackie for all that work. Every-
one really had lots of fun that weekend.

New Plymouth is starting up the Ga-
rage Sale again so Saturdays are outreach 
days. Not only are people coming for the 
bargains but also are going to hear God’s 
message. (What a cunning plan.) 



Martin was unlikely to live more than a year

I first heard the gospel of Jesus Christ when I was 
at school. A student came up to a group of my 
friends and started to tell us about miracles, lives 

being changed, and speaking in tongues at the church 
he was going to. I had never heard much about the 
gospel or Jesus before so when I heard that miracles 
were happening my curiosity was pricked and I went 
to a few meetings. I was shown from the Bible that 
if someone believes the gospel and gets baptised in 
water, they can expect to receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. After meeting people that had been healed of 
cancer, emphysema, gangrene and drug addiction, I 
decided to get baptised. When I came up out of the 
water I opened my mouth to praise God and started to 
speak in a new language, just as the Bible said I would.

Since receiving the Holy Spirit my life has changed 
a lot. I stopped swearing and smoking drugs. I now 
have a hope for the future and most of all, I found 
that I actually wanted to speak to people about the 
Lord. I’ve seen many miracles over the years. When  I  
was  24  I  had  a  tumour lump  the  size  of  a  soft-
ball  in my armpit diagnosed as a secondary  tumour  
from a malignant melanoma I had  on  my  back.  The  
doctors  said  I  would  be  unlikely  to  live  for  more  
than  a  year.  That was 23 years ago! Praise the Lord. 
My wife Sally has also seen many miracles of healing 
in her life, and the Lord is always providing for and 
protecting us, and has given us a peace in the face 
of some times of great adversity. 
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That was the doctors’ diagnosis 23 years ago!

The Lord 
has blessed 
me so much 
and I look 
forward to 
the future

I had never heard much about the gospel or 
Jesus before, so when I heard that miracles were 
happening my curiosity was pricked

I’ve been going to The Revival Fellowship for my 
whole life as my dad started going before I was 
born. Because of this I grew up knowing the things 

of the Lord and going to church every Sunday. 
When I was about nine I started praying for the 

Holy Spirit and after a Sunday meeting, the fellow-
ship had some prayer with us kids. I received the 
Holy Spirit that day in August 2003 and I spoke out 
in tongues. Although I couldn’t understand the lan-
guage I knew it was of the Lord and I was very hap-
py to have the same experience as the other saints. I 
was baptised by full immersion a month later in the 
public swimming pool next to the hall. 

The Lord has had his hand on my life and blessed 
me with school, sports, health and many other things. 
There have been some occasions where things could 
have turned out much worse than they did but I know 
that with the Lord in my life, he’ll bless everything 
and he always provides the best outcome. The Lord 
has blessed me so much with everything and I look 
forward to the future with him and all of the saints. 

C a m p b e l l  m u r r aY  —  w e l l i n g to nm a r t i n  h i l l  —  Au c k l A n d



Symbols in the Bible: Animals 1
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The second in a series of articles on symbols in prophecy

Bible prophecy often uses animals to 
represent kingdoms or kings. Usu-
ally those animals have a local sig-

nificance which makes the connection 
with the nation more obvious. Applying 
the characteristics of different animals to 
nations and empires also helps illustrate 
some aspects of their nature.

The use of real or even fantastic ani-
mals to represent a nation is not unusu-
al. Consider the British Lion, the Ameri-
can Eagle, the Russian Bear, the Chinese 
Dragon, and the somewhat less fearsome 
New Zealand Kiwi. Our national sports 
teams are often named after local ani-
mals and birds, even fish. And historians 
themselves commonly use the imagery 
of animals to allude to the character of a 
nation’s people and its armies.

The biblical key of interpretation
In Daniel 8 the Lord reveals a vision of 
a great fight between a strong ram and 
a stronger goat. Later the angel inter-
prets the vision to Daniel:

“The ram which thou sawest having two 
horns are the kings of Media and Persia. 
And the rough goat is the king of Grecia: 

and the great horn that is between his eyes 
is the first king” (Daniel 8:20–21).

This prophecy referred to the conquer-
ing of Persia by Greece under Alexander 
the Great. Both the ram and the goat have 
local significance.

Babylon and Egypt
A parable or riddle in Ezekiel represents 
both Babylon and Egypt as great eagles, 
and Israel as a cedar and a vine:

“Son of man, put forth a riddle, and 
speak a parable unto the house of Isra-
el; And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; A 
great eagle with great wings, longwinged, 
full of feathers, which had divers colours, 
came unto Lebanon, and took the high-
est branch of the cedar: . . . There was also 
another great eagle with great wings and 
many feathers: and, behold, this vine did 
bend her roots toward him, and shot forth 
her branches toward him, that he might 
water it by the furrows of her plantation” 
(Ezekiel 17:2–7).

The Lord also interprets the symbols:
“Say now to the rebellious house, Know 

ye not what these things mean? tell them, 
Behold, the king of Babylon is come to Je-

bY  p r  m a r k  wat t C h o w

The Bible uses animals, birds, fish, and even insects to symbolise nations 

and empires in prophecy. Is this a strange concept?

TOP: A lion depicted on the 

Ishtar Gate of Babylon. 

SIDES: Some of the 

animals used in the Bible 

to symbolise peoples and 

nations
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rusalem, and hath taken the king thereof, 
and the princes thereof, and led them with 
him to Babylon;

. . . Neither shall Pharaoh with his 
mighty army and great company make 
for him in the war, by casting up mounts, 
and building forts, to cut off many persons” 
(Ezekiel 17:12–17).

Egypt in another prophecy is described 
as a great serpent or crocodile of the Nile:

“Son of man, set thy face against Phar-
aoh king of Egypt, and prophesy against 
him, and against all Egypt: Speak, and 
say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I 
am against thee, Pharaoh king of Egypt, 
the great dragon that lieth in the midst 
of his rivers, which hath said, My river is 
mine own, and I have made it for myself. 
But I will put hooks in thy jaws, and I will 
cause the fish of thy rivers to stick unto 
thy scales, and I will bring thee up out of 
the midst of thy rivers, and all the fish of 
thy rivers shall stick unto thy scales” (Eze-
kiel 29:2–4).

And the Babylonians, or Chaldeans, 
and in particular their horsemen, are else-
where attributed the characteristics not 
only of the eagle but of a mixture of ani-
mals. The character of the people—their 
swiftness, their fierceness, their haste and 
their reach from afar—is illustrated by 
the imagery:

“For, lo, I raise up the Chaldeans, that 
bitter and hasty nation, which shall march 
through the breadth of the land, to possess 
the dwellingplaces that are not theirs. They 
are terrible and dreadful: their judgment 
and their dignity shall proceed of them-
selves. Their horses also are swifter than the 
leopards, and are more fierce than the even-
ing wolves: and their horsemen shall spread 
themselves, and their horsemen shall come 
from far; they shall fly as the eagle that 
hasteth to eat” (Habakkuk 1:6–8).

Comparisons like this suggest a reason 
why some empires in prophecy are rep-
resented as a mixture of animals, such as 
a horse with a lion’s head (suggesting fe-
rocity), or a lion with eagle’s wings (sug-
gesting speed and far reach).

Israel
Israel too is characterised by the lion and 
the unicorn in the prophecy of Balaam:

“How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, and 
thy tabernacles, O Israel! . . . God brought 
him forth out of Egypt; he hath as it were 

the strength of an unicorn: he shall eat up 
the nations his enemies, and shall break 
their bones, and pierce them through with 
his arrows. He couched, he lay down as a 
lion, and as a great lion: who shall stir 
him up? Blessed is he that blesseth thee, 
and cursed is he that curseth thee” (Num-
bers 24:5–9).

It should come as no surprise then that 
empires and kingdoms are represented by 
the symbols of animals, and even fantas-
tic mixtures of animals, in the symbolic 

“These great beasts, which are 
four, are four kings, which shall 

arise out of the earth.”

prophecies of Daniel and Revelation. Not 
only do the animals often relate to the 
geographical position of the nation, and 
so help the identification, but they help 
to describe the character of its empire.

The four beasts of Daniel’s vision
In Daniel we read of a vision of four great 
beasts which would arise upon the earth 
before the triumph of the kingdom of God. 
This vision, given to Daniel near the end 
of his life, paralleled the vision of Nebu-
chadnezzar’s image, which also described 
the same four kingdoms. 

Daniel first saw a lion with the wings 
of an eagle representing Babylon, then 
a bear representing Persia, after which 
came a leopard with four heads and also 
the four wings of a bird representing 
Greece, and finally a strange and fan-
tastic beast, different from all the rest, 
which represented Rome in two phases 
(pagan and papal). The first three spe-
cific animals all have a local significance 
in the regions they represent. The angel 
directly identifies these animals or beasts 
as kings or kingdoms:

“These great beasts, which are four, are 
four kings, which shall arise out of the 
earth. But the saints of the most High shall 
take the kingdom, and possess the kingdom 
for ever, even for ever and ever. . . . Thus he 
said, The fourth beast shall be the fourth 
kingdom upon earth, which shall be di-
verse from all kingdoms, and shall devour 
the whole earth, and shall tread it down, 
and break it in pieces” (Daniel 7:17–23).

The term “king” is often used inter-
changeably with kingdom, as the ruler is 
representative of a dynasty and the whole 
empire. Thus Daniel said to Nebuchadn-
ezzar when interpreting his dream, “Thou 
art this head of gold”:

“Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for 
the God of heaven hath given thee a king-
dom, power, and strength, and glory. . . . 
Thou art this head of gold. And after thee 
shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, 
and another third kingdom of brass, which 
shall bear rule over all the earth. And the 
fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron . . .” 
(Daniel 2:37–40).

In the next article in the series, we 
will see further examples in the book of 
Revelation, and some examples of histo-
rians using the same imagery to describe 
the same nations. TOP:  The Roman Eagle standard

ABOVE: Greek (top) and Persian (bottom) coins from 

around the era of Alexander the Great depicting the 

goat and ram

LEFT: Greek coin from the time of Alexander I, king 

of Macedon, 498–454BC (Alexander the Great was 

Alexander III), with goat on reverse

RIGHT:  Modern coins showing the Royal Visit of 1954 

to Australia symbolised by the lion standing alongside 

the kangaroo, and the USA symbolised by the eagle



In Genesis 39–47 there is a description 
of Joseph captive in Egypt then rising 
to second in the land and assisting his 

family during a severe drought. Despite 
the antiquity of these events it is possi-
ble to compare this account with quite a 
large body of information that has now 
become available about ancient Egypt at 
around that time.

The Bible date for Joseph being tak-
en as a slave to Egypt is taken here to 
be around 1838 bc. He would have ap-
peared before Pharaoh around 1825 bc. 
This is during the reign of the 12th dy-
nasty c1938–1756 bc. 

The most likely candidate for the Phar-
aoh during Joseph’s time is Amenemhat 
III. Fortunately the dates for his reign 
can be determined quite precisely, using 
an astronomical observation, known as 
the helical rise of Sothis, recorded as oc-
curring during the 7th year of Senusret 
III. The date for that astronomical event 
has been calculated at 1872 bc. His son, 
Amenemhat III, started to reign as co-re-
gent in the 20th year of Senusret III, im-
plying a reign of 1859–1813 bc. The co-
regency continued for twenty years until 
1840 bc. It is hard to know how accurate 
the dates are for both the Bible chronol-
ogy and for the Egyptian calendar, but if 
the underlying assumptions are correct 
these dates should be good to within a 
few years.

During the 12th dynasty there was a 
stable centralised government ruling over 
all of Egypt. A century later Egypt was 
in turmoil. Pharaohs often reigned for 
a year or less. Presumably their friends 
would have lasted an equally brief peri-
od of time. Two centuries earlier it would 

Egypt and the Bible
Part Two: Joseph
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have been impossible to appoint Joseph 
the type of position described here. The 
land was divided up among regional gov-
ernors who had almost as much power as 
the Pharaoh.

The kings of the 12th dynasty were 
known for their close interest in agricul-
ture. “These kings (of the 12th dynasty) . . . 
began an intensive exploitation of its ag-
ricultural potential that reached a peak in 
the reign of Amenemhet III” (Encyclopae-
dia Britannica). The Nile and agriculture 
based on the river were essential for the 
survival of the nation. Giving Joseph a 
position of second in the land in charge 
of managing grain supplies is consistent 
with this picture of the 12th dynasty.

“And he made him to ride in the second 
chariot which he had; and they cried be-
fore him, Bow the knee: and he made him 
ruler over all the land of Egypt. And Phar-
aoh said unto Joseph, I am Pharaoh, and 
without thee shall no man lift up his hand 
or foot in all the land of Egypt. . . . And Jo-
seph went out over all the land of Egypt”  
(Genesis 41:43–45). Egypt had for many 
centuries, including during the 12th dy-
nasty, an official position of vizier who 
was second after Pharaoh in ruling over 
the land.

A minor point of interest is a brief 
statement in Genesis that Joseph shaved 
before appearing before Pharaoh. No rea-
son is given for this, and the normal Ca-
naanite style included beards. Although 
many Pharaohs had beards an image of 
Amenemhat III shows him as clean-shav-
en.

Seven years of plenty and of famine
In Genesis 41:25–36 Joseph foretold seven 
years of plenty followed by seven years of 
famine. During Amenemhat’s reign there 
was a record high Nile flood followed 
soon after by a record low. “The annual 
Nile inundation was critical for Egypt’s food 
supply . . . Amenemhat’s records reveal ex-
tremely high levels for part of his reign, the 
highest being in year 30, when it reached 
5.1m. But these levels subsequently tapered 

A series in four parts, connecting the history and chronology of the land 

of Mizraim with the record of the Bible

ABOVE & TOP:  Pharoah Amenemhat III—likely the 

pharoah of Joseph’s time

“The most likely candidate for 
the Pharoah during Joseph’s 

time is Amenemhat III.”
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away sharply, so that in year 40 the level was only 0.5m. 
Such fluctuations must have had a destabilizing effect 
on the economy” (Ian Shaw, The Oxford History of 
Ancient Egypt). Using the astronomical observation 
described above, the high Nile flood would have oc-
curred in 1830 bc with the low in 1820 bc. The time 
estimates based on Bible chronology for the seven 
years of plenty followed by seven years of famine 
are 1825–1812 bc. For dates this far back in history 
agreement to within a few decades would normally 
be considered quite good, but here an offset of only 
5–8 years would line up the dates exactly, with the 
record high occurring during the years of plenty and 
the record low during the famine.

A vizier in the time of Amenemhat III going by 
the Egyptian name of Kheti is referred to in a papy-
rus fragment dated to the 29th year of the king. Later 
references to a famous vizier named Kheti said: “He 
impoverished his associates for the benefits of others” 
(R.O. Faulkner: The Installation of the Vizier, In: The 
Journal of Egyptian Archaeology 41 [1955], p. 22). 
Genesis 47:12–21 describes at length the effects of the 
severe drought over Egypt and the extent to which 
the Egyptians had to pay Joseph all their silver, cat-
tle, and land to buy grain. 

Joseph’s family move to Egypt
“And Joseph nourished his father and his brothers, and 
all his father’s household, with bread, for the mouth 
of the little ones. And no bread was in all the land, for 
the famine was very severe, so that the land of Egypt 
and all the land of Canaan fainted because of the fam-
ine. And Joseph gathered up all the silver found in the 
land of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, for the grain 
which they bought . . .” (Genesis 47:12–16).

Joseph’s family of about 70 people migrated to 
Egypt to avoid the famine. During much of the 12th 
dynasty immigration from other lands was encour-
aged, but this had far-reaching consequences. “Ironi-
cally, the large intake of Asiatics, which seems to have 
occurred partly in order to subsidise the extensive build-
ing work, may have encouraged the so-called Hyksos to 
settle in the Delta, thus leading to the eventual collapse 
of native Egyptian rule” (Shaw). The traumatic expe-
rience of the Hyksos ensured that this policy changed. 
From the time of the New Kingdom (c 1570 bc) im-
migration was closely monitored and not encouraged.

In conclusion, there is outstanding agreement 
between the Bible account of Joseph and Egyptian 
history. This clearly demonstrates the reliability of 
the Bible. 

I wasn’t looking for God

I first heard the full gospel when I was 15. I wasn’t 
looking for God at the time and had spent most of 
my school life in Catholic schools and had decided 

religion was not for me. My sister and I were going 
to the UK to spend three weeks with our dad who 
went to church and we knew we would be going to 
meetings and a camp while we were there. Neither 
of us were happy about that. 

When I got to the camp I was really surprised 
at the way people talked about God. Most people I 
knew growing up seemed too over-emotional and 
fake when they talked about God and Jesus but the 
people at Revival Fellowship just talked about God 
as if he was real—like part of the family. 

I heard amazing testimonies and saw a woman 
healed instantly of a heart attack. I also saw in the 
Bible that you needed to repent, be baptised and re-
ceive the Holy Spirit to be saved. By the time we left 
the UK I was desperate to be right with God before 
the Lord returned. 

Once we got home we told Mum we wanted to 
go to meetings and she agreed. We went as a family 
and I started praying to receive the Holy Spirit. Even-
tually I agreed to get baptised. A few weeks later I 
was praying with some people after the meeting and 
began to speak in tongues. It was then I knew God 
had filled me with his Holy Spirit. 

Now married with two children I have seen the 
Lord provide for us numerous times—whether it be 
a house, job, or financial need. We have been able 
to pray whenever one of us is sick and see a healing. 
Our son Cole has been healed of everything from 
mild tummy pains to conjunctivitis and measles. I 
know that any problems big or small God will sort out 
when I put them to him. It’s a great life in the Lord. 

But some amazing testimonies helped change Holly’s mind

Most people 
I knew 
growing 
up seemed 
too over 
emotional 
and fake 
when they 
talked about  
God and 
Jesus
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When the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit was poured out on the 
day of Pentecost the crowds 

that gathered heard the disciples speak-
ing in new tongues. The disciples told the 
people who gathered what they must do 
to receive the Spirit and be saved them-
selves. 

“Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and 
be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and 
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
For the promise is unto you, and to your 
children, and to all that are afar off, even 
as many as the Lord our God shall call” 
(Acts 2:38–39).

The pattern of this answer was repeat-
ed throughout the book of Acts whenever 
the gospel was preached. And the result 
was the same as that recorded in Acts 2.

“Then they that gladly received his word 
were baptized: and the same day there were 
added unto them about three thousand 
souls” (Acts 2:40–41).

Preaching Christ
We read many records in the book of Acts 
of the gospel being preached. In some 
records the details of that preaching are 
not given, only the results. The results are 
the same as those recorded in Acts 2:40—
those who believed and accepted the gos-
pel instruction were baptised.

In Acts 8 we read:
“Then Philip went down to the city of Sa-

maria, and preached Christ unto them. . . . 
But when they believed Philip preaching the 

Water baptism

S a lVat i o n

Where the gospel is preached, baptism in water is preached

things concerning the kingdom of God, and 
the name of Jesus Christ, they were bap-
tized, both men and women” (Acts 8:5–12).

We are told no more than that Philip 
“preached Christ unto them” and that he 
preached “the things concerning the king-
dom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ”. 
The result was that those who believed 
the gospel he preached were baptised. 
Later they received the Holy Spirit. Clear-
ly, baptism in water was one of the things 
spoken of when Christ was preached. 

A little later Philip preached the gos-
pel to the Ethiopian eunuch:

“Then Philip opened his mouth, and be-
gan at the same scripture, and preached 
unto him Jesus. And as they went on their 
way, they came unto a certain water: and 
the eunuch said, See, here is water; what 
doth hinder me to be baptized?” (Acts 
8:35–36).

The eunuch’s response shows with-
out question that, again, when Philip 
“preached unto him Jesus” he preached 
the need for baptism in water.

Paul, also, went into Macedonia “as-

suredly gathering that the Lord had called 
us for to preach the gospel unto them”.

“And a certain woman named Lydia, 
a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, 
which worshipped God, heard us: whose 
heart the Lord opened, that she attended 
unto the things which were spoken of Paul. 
And when she was baptized, and her house-
hold . . .” (Acts 16:14–15).

“And brought them out, and said, Sirs, 
what must I do to be saved? And they said, 
Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved, and thy house. And they 
spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to 
all that were in his house. And he took them 
the same hour of the night, and washed 
their stripes; and was baptized, he and all 
his, straightway” (Acts 16:30–33).

So while the full transcript of what 
they preached is not always recorded, 
there is no doubt that when the disci-
ples “preached Christ”, or “preached Je-
sus”, or “preached the things concerning 
the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus 
Christ”, or when they “preached the gospel” 
or expounded the “word of the Lord”, they 
directed people to be baptised in water. 
And this, as shown in the more detailed 
records, was undertaken believing on 
Christ, looking to receive the Holy Spirit.

So Ananias when summing up his in-
struction to Paul, and having explained 
that the Lord had sent Paul to him that he 
might be “filled with the Holy Spirit” said: 

“And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be 
baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling 
on the name of the Lord” (Acts 22:16). 

ABOVE & BELOW:  A recently uncovered baptismal site 

on the Jordan from Jesus’ time which may even have 

been the site of Jesus’ baptism by John

bY  p r  m a r k  wat t C h o w



Psalms 4:5
Offer the sacrifices of right-
eousness, and put your trust 
in the LORD.

Psalms 34:22
The LORD redeemeth the 
soul of his servants: and 
none of them that trust in 
him shall be desolate.

Psalms 37:5
Commit thy way unto the 
LORD; trust also in him; 
and he shall bring it to pass.

Psalms 18:2
The LORD is my rock, and 
my fortress, and my deliver-
er; my God, my strength, in 
whom I will trust; my buck-
ler, and the horn of my sal-
vation, and my high tower. 

Nahum 1:7
The LORD is good, a strong 
hold in the day of trouble; 
and he knoweth them that 
trust in him.

Psalms 56:3–4
What time I am afraid, I 

Trust in the Lord

Auckland
ellerslie Primary school
12 kalmia street
Hall Meetings:
 sunday 3pm & 6pm
House Meeting:
 wednesday 7.30pm

pastor wayne edwards
phone 09 277 2940

Bay of Plenty
20 seddon street
te Puke
Hall Meetings:
 sunday 3pm & 6pm
 wednesday 7.30pm
House Meeting:
 Friday 7.30pm

pastor alan butler
phone 07 573 5840

Christchurch
chch. south intermediate
204 selwyn st, sydenham
Hall Meetings:
 sunday 10.30am & 1pm
House Meeting:
 wednesday 7.30pm

pastor mark wattchow
phone 03 358 8829

West Coast
contact christchurch

New Plymouth
cnr Bayly & Breakwater rds
Motoroa
Hall Meetings:
 sunday 10.30am
 wednesday 7.30pm

pastor bryan Smith
phone 06 757 5792

Wellington
Johnsonville community ctr. 
Frankmoore Avenue
Johnsonville
Hall Meetings:
 sunday 10.30am
House Meeting:
 wednesday 7.00pm

pastor royden mayfield
phone 021 844338
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And lean not to our own understanding

BELOW:  Some of the children at the 

North Island Easter Camp

will trust in thee. In God I 
will praise his word, in God 
I have put my trust; I will 
not fear what flesh can do 
unto me.

Proverbs 3:5
Trust in the LORD with all 
thine heart; and lean not unto 
thine own understanding.

Isaiah 26:3–4
Thou wilt keep him in per-
fect peace, whose mind is 
stayed on thee: because he 
trusteth in thee. Trust ye in 
the LORD for ever: for in 
the LORD JEHOVAH is ever-
lasting strength:

Psalms 118:8
It is better to trust in the 
LORD than to put confi-
dence in man.

Jeremiah 17:5–8
Thus saith the LORD; Curs-
ed be the man that trusteth 
in man, and maketh flesh 
his arm, and whose heart 
departeth from the LORD. 
For he shall be like the heath 

in the desert, and shall not 
see when good cometh; but 
shall inhabit the parched 
places in the wilderness, in 
a salt land and not inhab-
ited. Blessed is the man that 
trusteth in the LORD, and 
whose hope the LORD is. For 
he shall be as a tree plant-
ed by the waters, and that 
spreadeth out her roots by 
the river, and shall not see 
when heat cometh, but her 
leaf shall be green; and shall 
not be careful in the year of 
drought, neither shall cease 
from yielding fruit. 

2 Corinthians 1:9 RV
yea, we ourselves have had 
the answer of death within 
ourselves, that we should 
not trust in ourselves, but in 
God which raiseth the dead:

1 Timothy 4:10
For therefore we both la-
bour and suffer reproach, 
because we trust in the liv-
ing God, who is the Saviour 
of all men, specially of those 
that believe. 


