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About AID Boston 
 

AID at a Glimpse 
 
Association for India's Development, Inc. (AID) is a voluntary non-profit 
organization committed to promoting sustainable, equitable and just development 
in India, by working with grassroots organizations and movements in India. 
Association for India’s Development (AID) is a non-profit, voluntary organization 
whose objective is to address grassroots issues that are impeding the progress 
of India. The problems of poverty, illiteracy, unemployment, health, social 
inequalities and corruption reinforce one another. We believe that the solutions to 
these problems must be interconnected, just like the problems themselves are. 
AID supports and initiates efforts in various interconnected spheres such as 
education, livelihoods, natural resources, health, women's empowerment and 
social justice. While supporting these projects, we don’t stop at just providing 
money to the organizations doing grassroots work. We take the necessary next 
step and work with the grassroots organization in making the project beneficial to 
the local community in the long term.  
 
AID was founded in 1991 at the University of Maryland by a group of highly 
motivated graduate students. In the past 15 years we have grown to more than 
40 chapters globally with 36 chapters inthe USA and 6 chapters in India. AID 
currently supports more than 100 projects in 18 Indian states with the primary 
source of funding being donations in the US. AID has seven JeevanSaathis (full 
time volunteers) working in India and many volunteers working full time over 
extended periods of time ranging from six months to over a year.  AID has been 
featured in The Hindu, siliconindia.com and Education Times of India. In 1997, 
AID received the International History Week Humanitarian Leadership Award.  
 
Charity Navigator, the REAL Charity Evaluator, the largest independent charity 
evaluator in the country, has awarded AID a 4- star rating for both organizational 
efficiency and organizational capacity for consecutive years.  In its report, the 
charity navigator defines a four star rating as exceptional qualitative rating 
awarded to charities that exceeds industry standards and outperforms most 
charities in its cause. Charity navigator has praised AID for outperforming its 
peers in terms of financial management, AID’s commitment towards fiscal 
responsibility and protecting the personal information of contributors with its 
donor privacy policy 
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AID’s Philosophy 

 

The problems of poverty, illiteracy, unemployment,  disease, social inequalities, 

corruption and the dwindling of natural resources reinforce one another. One 

problem leads to the other and feeds on another. Therefore the solutions to these 

problems must be interconnected, just like the problems themselves.  Thus 

solutions must involve initiatives in diverse areas like education, creation of 

livelihoods, health-care, demanding of accountability, environmental awareness, 

simple living, water-harvesting, alternate energy and conservation of forests. 

 

The interconnected nature of the problems neither starts nor stops with the 

people who are poor - it affects all of us. Our inability to tackle these problems, 

take the initiative, trust and work with others and overcome the fear to question 

authority or change life-styles is very much a part of this web of problems and 

has to be tackled. 

  

AID aims to cover both the breadth of the country and the depth of the problems 

in a holistic manner through: 

• Several short-term projects geographically distributed throughout India. 

• A deeper long-term involvement in selected efforts, the goal being to reach 

every district or alternate district in India with one such focus effort. 

• Simultaneously measuring progress through the yardsticks of self-reliance, 

people's involvement and volunteerism. 

• Responding personally to people we meet as we undertake this challenge 

together.  

• Tackling issues at micro and macro level such as ensuring governmental 

policies like Right to Information Act at the macro level are used at the micro 

level in villages across different parts of India and likewise understanding 

micro-experience that leads to better macro-policies. 

• AID believes in the 3 pillars of Sangharsh, Seva and Nirman as the main pillars 

of change: 

 Nav-Nirman: Constructive Work to eliminate poverty  

 Sangarsh: Struggle against the creation of poverty  

 Seva: Act from where you are  
 

Summary Statistics 
 
Founded: 1991  
Incorporated: 2003  
Chapters in the US: 36  
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# of Volunteers: ~1000  
AID-India Chapters: 6  
Total Projects: 365  
Ongoing: ~100  
Indian States with AID projects : 18  
Projects Visited by AID volunteers: All 

  
 
 

Finding AID in Boston 
 
There are two AID chapters in the greater Boston area, namely the AID-Boston 
and AID MIT chapter. The Boston chapter of AID was started in 1996. It has 
about 40 active volunteers participating in various activities ranging from 
organizing fundraising events, reviewing projects, creating awareness and 
regular administrative work. The MIT chapter of AID is a registered student group 
with the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, ASA (Association of Student 
Activities). The two chapters work together and collaborate on different AID 
activities, and hold a common meeting (Community service hour).  AID Boston-
MIT) as it is referred meets every week for CSH meetings in the  
Harvard University premises (Science Center -Room 109) to discuss projects, 
events, campaigns etc. The meetings start at 2:00pm and ends at 4:00pm 
depending on the agenda for each week. All meetings are open to the public. For 
more information please visit the web-site: http://www.aidboston.org/  
 
We are in constant need of volunteers to help us in our various activities. Please 
contact us if you would like to be a part of the AID team. 
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How AID supports activities and partners in India 
 
Supporting projects is the primary activity of an AID chapter. The project review 
process is very intensive. We usually receive project proposals directly from non-
governmental organizations in India or through our full-time or part-time 
volunteers. The review process involves, among other things, establishing the 
credibility of the NGO and understanding the issues that grassroots organizations 
are trying to tackle in India. A visit by an AID volunteer is a compulsory step 
before approval of any project. This visit is very essential in understanding 
ground reality and also in building a working long - term relationship with the 
NGO. In AID, we look at the NGOs we work with as our partners. The NGO 
usually comes up with its original ideas and we act as facilitator and catalyst of 
change. The provisions of the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, 1976 
regulate the receipt of foreign contribution in India. All our partners receive 
funding through NGO’s in India who have FCRA clearance.  
 
Visit http://www.aidprojects.org/ to know more about AID-wide projects. 
 
In addition to projects AID also supports grassroot workers through its Saathi and 
Jeevan Saathi programs. 

 
About the AID Saathi Program 
 
AID recognizes certain outstanding social and environmental activists in India 
with "Saathi" awards. Since they are highly creative, committed and motivated 
individuals, we wish to support them in a manner that allows them freedom to 
operate without the constraints of a specific time-bound project. The program 
creates a mutually enriching relationship between AID and the saathi and entails 
not only support in the form of a stipend, but also non-monetary involvement and 
strategic support from AID volunteers. Saathis are a source of great inspiration to 
AID volunteers, and provide insight into development processes. AID so far has 
10 Saathis. Our associates in India and volunteers of AID recommend Saathis to 
AID. In many cases, existing Saathis and Jeevan Saathis recommend potential 
candidates to us. We stay in intimate touch with our Saathis and their work 
through personal visits, phone calls and correspondence. 
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AID Boston has chosen to support three remarkable individuals for our saathi 
program in 2008: Souparna Lahiri, Mallika Virdi and C. Srinivasan 
 
More about the Saathi Program: http://saathi.aidindia.org 
 

About the AID JeevanSaathi Program 
 
In addition to the above fellowship program, certain individuals are considered by 
AID for lifetime fellowships. The idea that some of the most committed AID 
volunteers in the US would return to India and become prime movers of our 
efforts was at the core of AID's planning since 1995. As we can see several 
years later, this idea has indeed been successful in practice. The Jeevansaathi 
program, which was started in 1998, has played a critical role for AID. a few 
months after Balaji and Ravi returned to India to work full-time for development. 
While AID's work is truly a collective effort of hundreds of volunteers, the 
Jeevansaathis have played a key role in both setting directions and keeping it 
cohesive. Over the years, their visits to the US have also strengthened AID-US 
functioning helping to meet new challenges and enhancing linkages between 
volunteers in the US and the work in India. 
 
More about the Jeevansaathi Program: http://saathi.aidindia.org 
 
Donate to the Jeevansaathi Fund: http://www.aidindia.org/donate [Select 
Jeevansaathi Fund] 
 
 

AID Boston Projects At a Glimpse 
 
The projects that AID Boston was involved are listed in Table 1. Almost all of the 
projects have been individually visited by an AID-Boston volunteer and we have 
constantly engaged with the NGO through regular phone conversations and 
updates. Fig 1 shows the state-wise distribution of AID Boston projects. From Fig 
2 it is clear that AID Boston’s strengths lie in environment, agriculture and 
community empowerment related projects. These sectors fall into the less 
common categories in which NGO’s in India work on 1.  The SRI project with JSS 
and the projects in Aila affected areas have had a common thread of providing 
seed/grain banks within communities to ensure a continuous supply of basic 
resources for nutrition and farming.  
 
The following pages discuss each of the individual projects briefly. To know more 
about any individual project, please contact the project co-ordinator.  
 

                                                        
1 http://www.ccss.jhu.edu/pdfs/PRIA/PRIA_Invisible_Yet_Widespread_2003.pdf 
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Project Name NGO State Sector Amount 

Purulia RTI 
Mandra Lions 
Club 

West Bengal 
Community 
Empowerment 

$6,017.02 

Loknadi 
Resource Centre 

Uthnau West Bengal 
Community 
Empowerment, 
Environment 

$7,787.23 

Vellore Hill 
Restoration 

Exnora Green 
Cross 

Tamilnadu Environment $5,361.70 

Sustainable 
Agriculture in Aila 
affected regions - 
training of 20 
farmers 

Baikunthapur 
Tharun 
Sangha/Mukti 

West Bengal 
Relief and 
Rehabilitation 

$3,489.36 

Women in 
Prostitution 

Vimochana Karnataka 
Women's 
empowerment 

$6,382.98 

System of Rice 
Intensification  

Jan Swasthya 
Sahyog 

Chhattisgarh Environment, 
Agriculture 

$7978.72 

C Srinivasan 
Saathiship 

AID India Tamilnadu Environment $3,127.66 

Malika Virdi 
Saathiship 

AID India Uttarakhand 
Community 
Empowerment 

$3,500.00 

Souparna Lahiri 
Saathiship 

Rural Volunteers 
Center 

Northeast 
Community 
Empowerment 

$4,255.32 

    $47,900.00 

     

 
Table 1: Distribution of Funds across AID Boston Projects. 
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Fig 1: Statewise breakdown of AID-Boston Projects 
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Fig 2: Area-wise breakdown of AID-Boston projects 

 
 
 

RTI Campaign in Purulia, West Bengal 
 
Project Co-ordinators: Tathagatha Sengupta, Anil Somani 
NGO: Mandra Lions Club 
State: West Bengal 
 

 

Last year, Association for India's 
Development partnered with Mandra 
Lions' Club (MLC), one of our long-
term partners, in their RTI campaign 
in 3 blocks in Purulia district, WB- 
Baghmundi, Jhalda I, Jhalda II.   

 
 
The main goal of the campaign is to popularize the use of RTIs to channelize 
feedback about the working of various Government schemes like the Public 
Distribution System, the Integrated Child Development System, the mid-day meal 
programme, NREGA, Antyodaya and Annapurna schemes.  
 
Till now, about 100 RTIs have been filed, and more than half of the applications 
have received responses. In places like the Matha, Rigid, Baghmundi  Gram 
Panchayats, people brought about improvements in the rationing system, 
unearthed a misappropriation of NREGA money meant to be used for a particular 
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road construction, forced re-opening of some of the ICDS centres and one 
person, after years of struggle, received appointment letter from the nearby 
PPSP (hydel power project) authorities, a job that had been guaranteed to him 
when his land was acquired. 
The greatest achievement is that people in a lot of places are now filing RTIs by 
themselves, without active involvement of MLC.  
 
But a lot more needs to be done in terms of ensuring transparency and proper 
functioning of these pro-poor Government schemes. In particular, arresting 
NREGA money laundering seems to be the hardest hurdle at the moment. It is 
important that these issues are brought to the limelight, because one needs to 
build up external vigilance in sync with internal pressure to tackle corruption this 
rampant.  
 
With this goal of creating a space for respectful communication between the rural 
and urban West Bengal, few AID volunteers, in collaboration with some grass-
root groups across the state, are planning to create a website. It will not just be 
about RTIs, but they will definitely be a part of it. The basic premise of the 
website will be to act as a mirror of rural West Bengal and be a forum for the 
voices from the grassroots. 
 

Loknadi Resource Center 
 
Project Co-ordinators: Samik Basu, Samujjal Purkayastha  
NGO: Uthnau 
State: West Bengal 
 

 
 
The industrial belt of Birbhum is filled with quarries, which have increased many-
fold since governmental policies started incentivising extensive mining in the 
district in the name of “development”. In the Santhali villages of Birbhum, 
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dynamite blasts rocked the lives of the local people , where people were forced 
to bear the dust of the mines next to their homes, not to mention the agricultural 
fields that became barren, totally destroying the local life and culture. These 
concerns were behind the formation of the organisation Uthnau in 1996, an NGO 
comprising some individuals from Kolkata and some from the village of Garia in 
West Birbhum. 
 
In the initial days, Uthnau started helping the community through its early 
childhood education centres, reaching out to the people in this way. Realisation 
of the difficulties in applying the present educational structure to the adivasi 
population lead to the Machora (meaning fun house in Santhali), where children 
of all ages came to learn. The Machora solves the conflict of bringing happiness 
in the learning process for the Santhali child. 
 
Over the last thirteen years Uthnau (especially its founder Kunal Deb) has been 
able to organise people's movements all over the region, and this has been 
succesful in closing down a number of the quarries. Uthnau has been at the 
background meeting and coordinating such protests all around Mahammad 
Bazar in Birbhum. There are particularly succesful stories in which the quarries 
closed down have been used for fishing near the villages of Dholkata and Garia. 
 
Uthnau believes in the empowerment of the community through a preservation of 
the traditional practices, which allows people to follow their own culture and live 
with dignity. 
 
AID-Boston has been supporting the Loknadi Resource Centre, a congregation 
of writers, and grassroots level workers established to document and 
disseminate information about open pit mining, and its effects on the lives of the 
indigenious people. The open quarries in the Uthnau area are a prime object of 
this study. 
 
In the last few months, a map has been drawn plotting all the quarries in 
Mahammad Bazar along with the watershed information using Google earth and 
other satellite images. The different ways in which stone quarries have affected 
the life of the local people has been documented in a book Birbhumer 
Shilpataluke Santhali Jibon (Santhal life in the industrial belt of Birbhum) written 
by Kunal Deb. The book is a commentary on the state of life, livelihood and 
culture – by studying the condition of forests, land, agriculture, water, health and 
education. The awareness about such information is being spread through 
newsmedia and electronic media. 
 
Recently, Loknadi Resource Centre together with Mahashweta Devi Trust and 
other organisations, hosted an exhibition “Amar Swadesh Loot Hoye Jaye” (My 
homeland.. Plundered!) at the Birla Academy of Fine Arts, Kolkata. In the name 
of “development”, all the natural wealth of our country is being plundered – the 
people, who, in an attempt to protect their own life support systems, are 
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protecting our natural wealth, are bearing the brunt of State repression and 
terror. The people, living in the areas where the “development” machinery has 
entered, are leading a life of hunger and extreme poverty, their lungs, heart and 
all the body parts are being decimated under the extreme pollution. Evidences of 
these from Chhattisgarh, Haripur, India's coastal area, Orissa, Manipur, 
Jaduguda and Lalgarh made up the exhibition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Vellore Hill Restoration 
Project 
 
 
Project Co-ordinators: JC Prasad  
NGO: AID Chennai 
State: Tamil Nadu 
 
Background: The once-heavily-forested 
hills around the town of Vellore have been 
depleted of their green cover over the 
years. Many hills have become rocky due 
to soil erosion and barren to the point 
where only a few thorny shrubs remain resulting in several environmental effects 
such as drop in water table levels, disappearance of diverse flora and fauna, 
dryness and a rise in air temperatures. 
The hills are no longer a source of firewood, fodder and other forest products. 
 
This ecological degradation was caused by many factors – mainly logging, over-
grazing, and setting of forest fires in summer to support grass growth during 
monsoons for cattle. The core reasons behind these factors are unemployment, 
unsustainable practices of locals and lack of public awareness.  
 
Project: The VHRP is an initiative of Exnora Green Cross (EGC), an NGO 
founded and headed by Mr. C. Srinivasan, an AID Boston Saathi. The project 
has the following aims: 
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1) Reforest the depleted hill ranges surrounding Vellore, with species native 
to the region. Fruit trees will be a significant portion. 

2) Provide employment to local youth through this project or other projects of 
EGC (pertaining to waste-management) focusing on the needy. 

3) Raise public awareness about environment and forest conservation and 
encourage eco-friendly practices. 

4) Make the project economically self-sustained through steady revenue from 
the reforested hills through tourism and sale of forest products. 

5) Make the reforestation lasting by making locals as partners and long-term 
economic beneficiaries of the project. 

The project will also have the following indirect benefits: 
6) Raise the level of water table in the region within 3-5 years. This will 

benefit farming and improve drinking water access. 
7) Reduce average air temperatures of the region within12-15 years 
8) Restore local plant and animal biodiversity over the next 10-15 years 

 
The Vellore hills fall under the supervision of the Forest Department of India. 
EGC has reached a formal understanding with the forest department that EGC 
will provide the manpower for this project, and the department will provide access 
(limited to the participating workers) and all material resources (such as seeds, 

saplings, etc.). A work force 
called the Indian Green Force 
(IGF) has been created from 
local youth under the umbrella of 
EGC. A Village Forest 
Committee (VFC) of the nearby 
villages will also oversee the 
restoration of each hill. The 
VFCs will be closely involved in 
the project – from recruitment of 
man power through the 
execution and beyond and will 
be the direct beneficiaries of all 
revenue from the hills. 

Employment will be given to the neediest locals – those losing livelihoods due to 
restriction of forest access, e.g., shepherds, arrack-cultivators, hunters, firewood 
gatherers, followed by members of families with no source of income. Persons 
not physically fit for hill climbing will be employed in waste-management projects. 
 
Current status and near term 
goals: The project was funded in 
Fall 2009 for an initial period of 2 
years. Workers have been 
recruited and are currently being 
trained. Awareness camps are 
being conducted in the local 
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villages, along with forest rangers and guards. Systematic surveying of the hills is 
currently underway. The forest department is readying saplings for plantation 
during the monsoon season. Saplings of rare varieties of local plants not 
provided by the forest department are being grown in nurseries independently 
funded by EGC. Vellore has abundant sunlight for most of the year. Local people 
and forest officials were recently shown the use of solar cookers for cooking local 
dishes and how it can reduce dependence on firewood. Possibilities of 
government subsidizing solar cookers and low-cost local manufacturing to 
support wide adoption are being explored. 
From spring through summer the hills will be patrolled for protection from fires, 
grazing and hunting, and eventually will be fenced off. Percolation ponds to 
capture rain water are scheduled to be built ahead of monsoons. Coir (to retain 
moisture) and manure will be spread on the rock sheets to create initial small 
vegetation and top soil. EGC is also initiating waste management projects in the 
villages next to the hills being addressed by the project. 
 

 

Sustainable Agriculture in AILA affected areas 
 
Project Co-ordinators: Somnath Mukherjee 
NGO: BTS 
State: West Bengal 
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On May 25th hit the coasts of Bengal, displacing millions. AID responded with 
immediate relief working with its partners Mukti, Baikanthapur Tarun Sangha 
(BTS) and Rights and Equity for All (REFA). Overall, AID worked in 7 blocks of 2 
districts and reached out to 150,000 people. 
 
As the relief operations were going on, volunteers became concerned with the 
long term livelihood of the people of Sundarbans. Aila had brought saline water 
from the Bay of Bengal and inundated a large proportion of the cultivable land. 
Volunteers from the Boston chapter along with Kolkata volunteers took the 
initiative to invite Saathi Revathi from Tamil Nadu who had experience in 
reclaiming land by organic methods after the Tsunami. Also, Service Centre, a 
big agricultural resource group was invited. 
 
AID Boston supported the training of 20 farmers by Revathi in techniques of 
organic farming in August 2009. Also support for seeds was given to another 200 
farmers who were expected to take up some of the techniques from their peers. 
Revathi demonstrated the techniques on the field also. Herself being an organic 
farmer, Revathi had touched the people of Sundarbans at a human level. 
 
While agriculture had mostly failed in the Sundarbans after Aila, the farmers that 
had been trained by Revathi were able to reap a fine harvest. In some cases the 
yield was higher than with chemical farming. Farmers also realized that it is much 
cheaper to adopt organic methods. 
 
In the remote island of K-plot where no paddy has been grown since Aila, 20 
farmers used the organic techniques to grow vegetables. A volunteer from 
Boston visited Pranotosh Poira in Feb 2010 and found a thriving vegetable field. 
“No pesticides, no chemical fertilizers,” Pranotosh explained “only fish-tonic, 
herbal tonic, cow urine and copious amounts of cowdung”.  Pranotosh is thankful 
to Revathi. 
 
The Boston chapter is committed to remain engaged with the revival of 
agriculture by organic means in the delta. Discussions are going on for arranging 
a training of trainers who would be able to keep on training more farmers without 
having to depend on external help. 
 

Women in Street Prostitution: Vimochana, Bangalore 
 
Project Co-ordinators: Yashas Hegde, Karthik Shekhar 
NGO: Vimochana 
State: Karnataka 
 
Vimochana is a Bangalore based organization that has been working dedicatedly 
on women's issues for over thirty years. In January 2009, AID Boston decided to 
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engage itself in assisting Vimochana in its efforts to support and sustain the 
Sadhana Mahila Gumpu (SMG), a self help group comprising of street sex 
workers in Bangalore. 'Dhanda' as the women refer to their trade, is the source of 
livelihood that enables these marginalized women to sustain themselves, their 
children and families. But individually over the years, they have been objects of 
abuse by policemen who trap them in false cases, domestic violence from their 
husbands or partners, extortion from local anti-social elements leading overall to 
a life of hardship, misery and uncertainty. Furthermore, owing to the social 
stigma associated with their profession, they have consistently been the soft 
victims of a society unwilling to grant a sense of identity, inclusion and a life of 
dignity to these women. 
 
Since its inception in 2002, with the support of Vimochana and a few other 
groups, the Sadhana Mahila Gumpu has grown from strength to strength and we 
are proud to be associated with them. The current group has a membership of 
over 60 women with a core group comprising of 5 members. Now for the first 
time, these women have an organized means of support against past atrocities 
from human agencies. Thanks to tireless efforts from the volunteers support from 
local organizations like Vimochana, the number of illegal arrests under section 
8(b) of the Immoral Trafficking Prevention Act (ITPA) has decreased harassment 
from local mafia gangs have tempered and the women protect each other from 
domestic violence. There is also affirmative action ranging from providing shelter 
for homeless children of the workers, rescuing young girls from trafficking and 
mobilizing support from members of the police force and civil society together.  
 
As part of their regular activity, the Gumpu organizes Saturday meetings where 
regular members and other women attend and share their personal experiences 
of violence, cheating and harassment. Many of the Gumpu members are active 
volunteers with local social campaigns, cultural festivals and organizations like 
the People's Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL). Members of the Gumpu are 
encouraged to own personal bank accounts as a means to financial 
independence and security from their partners and goons. They are also working 
towards procuring ration cards and voter ID cards and talks are on with the Rajiv 
Gandhi Rural Housing Corporation with regards to obtaining subsidized 
permanent housing.   
 
2009 was a year of ups and downs for the Gumpu. Individual cases of facilitating 
economic, social and legal entitlements to victims of injustice were very 
successful. These are important vindications of AID Boston’s support to this 
project and the human rights objectives it seeks to address and propagate in its 
partnerships with NGOs. Savitha had been a victim of physical abuse by an 
Assistant Sub-Inspector (ASI). Thanks to the intervention of SMG backed by 
support from Vimochana, the ACP and DCP were notified through an official 
complaint resulting in the  suspension of the ASI. The issue has been taken up 
with the State Human Rights Commission. A young woman wishing to join the 
trade was identified and counseled appropriately; three helpless women and four 
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children were referred to appropriate medical treatment; a dolls-exhibition 
organized by the Gumpu members, where participating women told their life 
stories through dolls they crafted themselves was a huge success. There were, 
however, a few setbacks – the group lost two active volunteers, Salma and 
Sujatha, who had to quit temporarily for personal reasons. Further two women, 
Lakshmi and Padma were victims of abuse from their partners. Lakshmi was 
rehabilitated to her village safely after suffering burn injuries while Padma was 
murdered by her partner. Such cases illustrate the challenges in the field and the 
continuing importance of the functioning of the Gumpu. 
 
 
Doll Exhibition by members of the group (July 2009): 

 
 
The group has set higher and more ambitious goals in 2010 in their efforts to 
serve the community of marginalized street sex workers and assure them a life of 
security and dignity. Vimochana along with AID Boston will continue to assist 
them in their efforts. 
   

System of Rice Intensification – Chattisgarh 
 
Project Co-ordinators: Sankalp Sethi, Karthik Karkal 
NGO: Jan Swasthya Sahyog 
State: Chhattisgarh 
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Chattisgarh has 3.7 M hectares under rice cultivation, approximately a quarter of 
the state’s geographic area. However, most farmers in the state are not able to 
grow enough to sustain a full year. 9 of the 16 districts in the state fall under low 
rice productivity and another 6 fall under Very low productivity, their yields 
average 1000 kg – 1300 kg / hectare.  
 
JSS a group of doctors, who brought village healthcare in Bilaspur and 
developed several ingenious ways to spread its benefits in an area it was hitherto 
non existent. One of the fundamental problems they faced was that of pure 
hunger, farmers dependent on a single crop of rice in a year, with a land holding 
of one acre or less, just not being able to grow enough rice to last one year. 
Many families depend on PDS to supplement their crop, which in most cases is 
unaffordable.  
 
This project will work with 10 farmers in 5 different villages to help them cultivate 
rice using System of Rice Intensification (SRI), a different technique of rice 
cultivation that requires 95% less seed, 50% less water, and has previously 
recorded double yields compared to traditional methods. In addition it will set up 
a grain bank that can be used by all residents of the villages to borrow rice for 
consumption or cultivation by using rice as a currency to pay back the borrowed 
amount. The process is totally organic and requires farmers to transplant 
saplings well spaced from each other,  in wet soil conditions, as opposed to 
traditional cultivation where saplings are transplanted closer to each other in 
flooded field conditions. The resulting plant has healthier root and shoot 
formation, resulting in more tillers and more grains per panicle, in short a much 
higher yield. The process however is a little more manpower intensive and 
requires periodic weeding.  
 
Chattigarh, however like most parts of the country received a very disappointing 
monsoon, most farmers were affected by the low rainfall and this group included 
those that practiced SRI. The average yield of an SRI crop was lower than its full 
potential, however; it was still on average double the yield of a traditionally 
cultivated crop in that area [numbers still being calculated]. To overcome this 
dependence on rain, JSS will be experimenting a mix of alternatives that can 
help muffle the impact of low rain on crop yields. This year they plan to work with 
the same group of farmers and train them on direct seeding and using a mix of 
early and late flowering seed varieties.  
 

C. Srinivasan Saathiship 
 
Project Co-ordinators: JC Prasad 
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State: Tamil Nadu 

 
 
Chandrasekaran Srinivasan, better known as Vellore Srinivasan is an 
accomplished waste-management expert and environmentalist that AID Boston 
is proud to support as a Saathi. A man who believes that essentially all waste is 
misplaced resource, he pioneered a scalable and sustainable model of waste 
processing called Zero Waste Management (ZWM) that aims to utilize 100% of 
municipal solid waste.  
 
When implemented first in the district of Vellore it has proven so effective the 
district was recognized the cleanest in India in 2005. As of 2009 Srinivasan's 
models in waste management are being recognized and adopted widely by 
government agencies in Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Gujarat and Tripura. United 
Nations Human Settlements Program (UN-HABITAT) has identified Mr. 
Srinivasan's approach as 'Good Practice'. His work is supported by UNICEF, 
Government of India, AID and a number of other non-profit organizations. 
Srinivasan has designed an innovative and scalable solution to managing solid 
waste and has generated more than a thousand jobs, mostly for poor women, 
who form self-help groups. During 2009 UNICEF has made a documentary on 
his work which is available at http://video.yahoo.com/watch/5669832/14862779. 
Technical details about Srinivasan's waste management work can be found at 
http://zerowastemanagement.org/ 
 
2009 was yet another action and accomplishment packed year for him. He 
reinitiated an expanded and ambitious project of reforestation of Vellore Hills 
(now partially funded by AID Boston, described elsewhere in this annual report). 
He initialized ZWM programs in Gujarat and Tripura on pilot scale following 
invitations by the respective state governments. In October he was appointed to 
the 7-member central committee on Solid and Liquid Waste Management 
(SLWM) in the Department of Rural Development, Drinking water supply and 
sanitation, Govt of India. This opportunity will enable him to provide the "SLWM- 
Vellore Model" to all 5.11 lakhs villages in India. Several groups and 
organizations in Karnataka – mainly in Bangalore and Mysore have 
independently begun implementation of ZWM in a local/decentralized manner 
without any assistance of the government. 
 
He is an action-oriented man with an engineering approach to problems aiming 
to address several issues together. C.Srinivasan founded Exnora Green Cross 
(EGC) in 1995 with a vision to “bring about socio-economic change through 
employment generation based on environmental conservation by enlisting 
people's participation”. Srinivasan's work integrates reforestation, solid-liquid 
waste management (SLWM), livelihood generation and cattle rescue.  
During late Fall he visited several AID chapters and other organizations in the US 
to talk about his work and seek funding for his projects. A workaholic with a 
perennially hectic schedule, the amount of work h 
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Mallika Virdi Saathiship 
 
Project Co-ordinators: Manuj Pathak, Mona Mandal 
State: Uttarakhand 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Malika is an avid mountain, people 
and nature person. She has worked 
for nearly 3 decades on various 
human rights and women rights 
related issues in many places across 
India (Rajasthan, Delhi, Gujarat and 
Uttaranchal). Presently she is the 
Sarpanchof the Sarmoli village 
Forest Council (Van Panchayat) and 
is a founder member of a womens' 
collective in Munsiari called Maati 
and is associated with several 
regional and national womens and 
human rights groups. MalikaVirdi has 
been nominated by a group called 
the 1000 Women for the Nobel 
Peace Prize 2005 ( 
www.1000peacewomen.org ) as one 
of their nominees for the 2005 Nobel 
Peace Prize. It’s a unique endeavor 
which gains significance in the fact 
that it aims to bring recognition to a 
thousand women across the world 
like Malika who have been working 
on significant issues related to 
women as well as towards the larger 
well being to living kind.  
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In her Saathiship, she has founded a local women’s collective and is engaged on 
many development fronts including National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 
(NREGA), Right to Information (RTI), domestic violence, grassroots governance 
through the Van Panchayat, marketing of goods from the women’s collective, 
Maati, women’s crisis intervention, innovations in agriculture and mobilization 
against large hydroelectric projects, including the construction of a large tunnel, 
which is contaminating ground water reserves. In addition, she and her group are 
promoting projects for clean, sustainable energy, e.g. social cookers, hay boxes, 
solar lanterns and solar lightings, international networking and lots more! AID 
Delhi is a significant partner for her in her work.  
 
 

Souparna Lahiri Saathiship 
 
Project Co-ordinators: Somnath Mukherjee 
NGO: Rural Volunteer Center 
State: West Bengal 
 

  
 
Souparna Lahiri has been an AID Saathi since April, 2006. Souparna’s entire 
working history has been in the social sector starting from his days of student 
activism and involvement with People’s Union for Civil Liberties in 1985. Over the 
next few years he worked with the physically challenged and thenthe street 
children in Delhi. He recounts his years in “Butterflies”, working with the street 
children, to be the most memorable. His efforts to generate means of livelihood 
for these children led him to facilitate managing the Butterflies Restaurant, at 
ISBT in Delhi, a restaurant run by the street children. The next few years saw 
Souparna getting involved with the struggles of various sections of the laboring 
poor such as the fishworkers, tea garden workers and bonded laborers. This 
gave him a chance to gather experience in campaign building and advocacy 
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work. He has established a wide network of national and international 
movements. Over the last few years, Souparna has been focusing on issues 
affecting the communities of the northeast. He critiqued the hydro-power policy of 
Arunachal Pradesh exposing the wide gap between the state’s demand and the 
excessive proposed capacity, that will come at the cost of loss of rich bio-
diversity, environmental hazards and loss of culture, identity and livelihood for 
small tribal societies. He has brought out the concerns of the smaller 
communities that were not consulted.  
 
AID Boston has been supporting Souparna Lahiri since 2008. In 2009 Souparna 
made a 33 minute documentary on the resistance to the 3000 MW multipurpose 
project in Dibang called Rhymes and Reasons of Confrontation. It was shown in 
several film festivals including the VIBGYOR film festival in Thrissur, Kerala. As a 
result of his work Idu Mishmi Students Union (AIMSU) and Idu Cutural and 
Literary Society (ICLS) wrote to MoEF to scrap the project and the project has 
been delayed for 2 years. Meanwhile Lahiri worked with various groups to 
demand Dibang Valley to be declared Ecologically Sensitive Zone instead of 
resisting against individual dams. In Sikkim Souparna facilitated the interaction of 
Affected Citizens of Teesta (ACT) with the planning commission as a result of 
which the concern of ecological degradation and the plight of the Lepchas of 
Dzongu were acknowledged in writing. Souparna has also studied the effects of 
the Chhattisgarh government’s initiative to change the state from a rice-bowl to 
bio-diesel-bowl resulting in the indiscriminate plantation and displacement of 
marginalized forest communities. A total of 355 families were displaced from 
1783 hectares in Kanker district and Jatropha seeds have led to the poisoning of 
many children. Souparna also worked on a study on Reducing Emissions from 
Deforestation and Forest Degradation (in developing countries) and presented it 
at the UNFCC meet on Climate Change (Sept-Oct in Bangkok). As part of 
NFFPFW, he has brought together 30 groups/movements to build a platform on 
the issue of climate change that would reflect the poor people’s voice. In 2009 
Souparna also published a booklet titled – “From Colonialisation to 
Commidification:The Saga of India’s Forests and its people”.  
 
Lahiri continues his work with the marginalized communities and giving voice to 
small struggles for justice in remote corners of the northeast and acts as a bridge 
between policy-makers, the intellectual world and the grassroots. 
 

Seed conservation Project 
 

Project Co-ordinators: Saurabh Sood, Rajasekhar Jammalamadaka 
NGO: DCRSC 
State: West Bengal 

 
 



AID Boston Annual Report 2009 
 

 25 

                                                   
There are around 2,00,000 varieties 

of rice in India of which around 4,000 
are cultivated. It is hard to 
comprehend the scale of the 
diversity with respect to crops and 
vegetables and also its importance. 
Each variety has its own 
characteristic, purpose, and 
medicinal value and has its own soil, 
structure and weather requirements. 
Sadly mono-cropping practices, 
government subsidies and lack of 
awareness are causing loss of this 
diversity.  
 

DRCSC’s seed conservation project spanning across one year plans to not only 
preserve this diversity by collection of seeds of vegetable and leguminous crops 
of local varieties, but also provide a supplemental nutritional source for the 
farmer’s family through kitchen gardens. DRCSC is an NGO based in West 
Bengal and has substantial know-how in agricultural practices. The project is 
executed in collaboration with four local partners each constituting about 25-30 
farmers.  
 
Using their existing network of farmers, seed varieties will be selected for 
preservation. Farmer borrowing seed from the seed center is expected to return 
20% extra amount after the crop cycle. This way seed reserves can be 
replenished and more farmers can derive the benefits over time. Kitchen garden, 
primarily maintained by the women, would not only serve as trial fields which 
demonstrate cultivation practices but also provide nutrition if planned properly. A 
researcher will train local partners, determine quality of seeds, 
select/document/validate/scientifically-identify each variety stored, and monitor 
the progress. Four seed storage centers will also be built as a part of the project. 
 
Project is expected to facilitate efficient sharing of seeds between the farmers, 
provide more choices regarding plant varieties, and create awareness about 
advantages offered by the specific varieties. A crop diversity festival at the year 
end is also planned to demonstrate the benefits of diverse varieties for farming 
and to promote new variety seeds in to mainstream cultivation.  
 
This project was reviewed and approved in the CSH in December 2009, but will 
fall into 2010 accounting. 
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Bhasha’s Tejgadh Adivasi Academy  
 
Project co-ordinator: Rupal Shah 
NGO: Bhasha 
State: Gujurat 

 

 
Bhasha was founded in 
1996. The organization 
supports projects in Gujarat, 
Maharashtra, Madhya 
Pradesh, and Himachal 
Pradesh. Bhasha's special 
interest has been the 
Adivasis, whose national 
population is about 87 
million, and the nomadic and 
denotified communities, 
whose population is about 60 
million. Their major focus 
areas are the conservation 
and promotion of minority 

languages and education, healthcare and empowerment of Adivasi communities, 
study and development of Adivasi arts, and policy level interventions in the 
interest of ecology, human rights, and Adivasi empowerment. Bhasha has had 
several different initiatives such as the Development Services Centre whose 
major aim is to monitor various self-help groups, Purva Prakash Publications 
which was created in order to study, document, and publish oral and written 
traditions in tribal communities, and the Himlok Institute of Himalayan Studies 
which promotes the conservation and documentation of the Himalayan 
environment and communities. These are examples of just a few of Bhasha’s 
projects. One of the projects that AID-Boston, along with AID-Ann Arbor and AID-
Dallas, has supported has been the construction of the Tejgadh Adivasi 
Academy. The Tejgadh Adivasi Academy was established in 1999 to create a 
unique educational environment for the study of tribal communities. The 
academy focuses on the study of tribal history, folklore, cultural geography, social 
dynamics, economy, medicine, music, arts, and theatre. It basically runs diploma 
and short term courses; not like a conventional college. Tribals from all over the 
country for various meetings, discussions, consultations, study tours, and 
seminars use the place. The number of students per year is approximately 400. 
The academy is primarily for the Adivasis but it serves the cities by providing 
useful information about the Adivasi culture and their struggles for human rights. 
Additionally, a large number of international scholars attend the Adivasi academy 
as research fellows. It is because of these features that the Government of India 
has recently decided to recognize the Adivasi Academy as a Centre of 
Excellence in Research. It is not only obscure languages that the students at the 
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academy study and preserve, but also cuisines, sartorial habits, and other 
significant elements of rural culture. For example, in the academy’s museum, 
Adivasi culture is depicted as if it no longer existed. The ultimate goal is to realize 
that the Adivasi culture is worthy of preservation. This goal is mostly being 
achieved because students who study at the academy remain in their villages 
after their studies in order to promote, protect, and document their tribal culture.  
 
This project was approved in 2008. No funds were approved in 2009 as the 
construction of the academy was completed. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Repatriation of Internally Displaced Tribals 
 

NGO: ASDS 

State: Andhra Pradesh, Chattisgarh 
 
AID Boston volunteers have been 
actively involved with AID central in 
the rehabilitation work in Dantewada 
and Bijapur. Since 2005, more than 
3 lakh tribals have been displaced 
from Bijapur and Dantewada districts 
of Chhattisgarh.  Facing starvation, 
harassment and brutality in Salwa 
Judum camps, many thousands 
have fled the state.   In 2008, the 
Supreme Court ordered the state to 
implement the National Human 
Rights Commission's recommenda- 
tion to facilitate safe return and 
rehabilitation, compensate for 
damages and restore democratic 
rights.  Some families returned to 

 

Nendra in 2008 and several hundred more followed in 2009.  AID supported 
ASDS to provide relief as well as efforts to rehabilitate displaced tribal families of 
Chhattisgarh by providing safe transport and support for returning to their homes, 
resuming their livelihoods and demanding government services.  In the first six 
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months 400 families have returned. A detailed report of this project can be found 
at: 
 
http://aidindia.org/main/content/view/
1077/422/ 



AID Boston Annual Report 2009 
 

 29 

 

New projects in 2010 
 

AID Health Cell 
 
NGO: Cehat 
State: Madhya Pradesh 

 
AID Boston volunteers are active participants in the AID-wide Health Cell 
initiative that was launched last year to increase our understanding of public 
health outlook in India. One of the public health projects that AID Boston is more 
closely associated with is with a long time AID partner, SATHI-CEHAT on 
increasing accountability of public health professionals in rural India. This project 
will be implemented in Barwani district of Madhya Pradesh after successful 
awareness generation through a similar model implemented in Maharashtra by 
SATHI-CEHAT. AID Boston have been active participants in discussions about 
AID's public health policy and general health related discussions in the Health 
Cell. 
 

Support for ICJB India Operations 
 
NGO: The Other Media 
State: Madhya Pradesh 
 
 
AID Boston is supporting the Indian branch of International Coalition for Justice in 
Bhopal (ICJB) group. The project aims to support 5 community campaigners in 
Bhopal along with a campaigh coordinator to raise awareness of the ongoing 
struggles of the survivors of the Bhopal Gas disaster that happened 25 years 
back. The campaigners will also take a systematic approach to assess the 
current health conditions and needs in the community, take steps to improve the 
current conditions and outreach to other communities to prevent such disasters. 
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AID Boston Fundraising Events 
 
Events form a very important part of the annual fundraising and outreach 
activities that AID Boston organizes. In addition to the obvious tangible benefits 
of providing critical funds that we allocate to our projects and campaigns each 
year, there are many other crucial elements associated with them. They help us 
generate awareness among the public about our work at a grass-root level. 
Importantly, the fundraisers help bind the different volunteers together and help 
us as an organization develop synergies among different like-minded 
organizations and build momentum that drive our activities throughout the year. 
The events also encourage new volunteers to show interest and play a part in 
AID activities. This year, AID Boston/MIT organized three different fundraising 
events: Mela 2009, AID Boston/Asha Marathon and the One-for-India fundraiser. 
In addition, we had several talks by grass-root workers in India. We also received 
a significant donation from the Wellington Foundation. More details on each of 
these events follow. 

Mela 2009  
 

                     
 
 
 

Mela 2009 was an Indian-style fair that took place on October 11 at MIT. 
Association for India’s Development (AID) organized the fair with the goal of 
promoting Art, Culture and Peace in local New England communities. A variety of 
fun events were held for people of all ages – children, parents, students and 
professionals - to participate in, happy in the knowledge that all funds raised 
would go directly toward the benefit of marginalized communities in India. 
 
The event kicked off in the afternoon with children’s activities that combined fun 
with education. The kids first made cards, masquerade masks and puppets with 
environmentally-friendly materials, before proceeding to get their faces painted, 
take part in an art contest, participate in a music jam, and help paint a Peace 
Mural. 
 
The sound of Mela 2009 was the cacophony of a typical Indian fair in harmony 
with the rhythms of music and dance. Instructors from prestigious local 
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academies - the Triveni, Chhandika, Upasana and Vividha dance schools - 
offered workshops in Kathak, Odissi, Bharatnatyam, Kuchipudi, Garba and 
Bollywood dancing. Equally popular were Learnquest’s musical offerings of 
Hindustani, Carnatic and Tabla workshops. To round off the workshops, 
participants were also introduced to Yoga and socially-responsible investing. 
 
About 20 exhibitors from a number of non-profits and local businesses set up 
tables at the Mela. Non-profits such as Barakat and Nanhi Kali described their 
organizations’ to attendees while businesses such as EarthFrendz and 
Progressive Asset Management presented an array of goods and services, 
everything from clothes and jewelry to financial planning and Henna. 
 
AID’s mission of just and sustainable development rang true through photo 
exhibits on Bhopal and Chhattisgarh. The first displayed the effects of the 1984 
gas leak in Bhopal, an arresting reminder that the struggle for justice continues 
25 years later. The second exhibit vividly described the human-rights violations 
being suffered by the people of Chhattisgarh, caught in the middle of a violent 
battle between armed insurgents and the State. 
 
Volunteers also explained to attendees how AID undertakes empowering work in 
the fields of environment, health, education and agriculture. Perhaps most 
poignantly, AID had set up a table for “Jivika”. The clothes exhibited here were 
100% cotton, hand spun and handwoven fabrics. They require minimal electricity 
to produce and are an important source of income to millions across rural India. 
The producers of Jivika live in rural Orissa and Andhra Pradesh and earn 50% of 
all revenues. 
 
The evening program began with energetic performances by the MIT Resonance 
a capella group and the Vividha Bollywood Dance School. Dancers from 
Navarasa then put on a virtuoso show, the choreography of which combined 
Bharatnatyam, Yoga, Martial Arts and Theater! 
 
Mela 2009 participants were fortunate that Ravi Kuchimanchi, the founder of AID, 
was visiting Boston at the time. Ravi talked about AID’s humble beginning as a 
group of graduate students at University of Maryland in 1991. He described how 
he and some of those students moved back to India to work as full-time AID 
volunteers, and how the organization had since grown to a several hundred-
strong volunteer movement in the US and India. Attendees had the unique 
opportunity to interact with Ravi and drawing inspiration from his remarkable life. 
 
For the finale of Mela 2009, everyone was invited on to the dance floor for a night 
of Garba and Dandiya. As a long and fruitful day drew to an end, all who 
participated reflected on the fun that had been had and on the difference that it 
was certain to bring into so many distant lives. 
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Details on Mela 2009:  www.shantimela.org 
Photo Gallery:   http://www.shantimela.org/photogallery.php  (Look at 
Press Album) 
 
 

   
 
 
 

Team AID-ASHA Marathon  
 
Together with Asha Boston, AID-Boston has been holding a joint marathon 
program since 2004. A 7 month long training program under coach Jonathan 
Wyner that starts with short training runs in spring, gradually progressing to 
longer runs on weekends and ends with half (13.1 miles) and full (26.2 miles) 
marathons in the fall. AID and Asha provide the volunteers as mentors for the 
runners, provide water support during the training runs and help the runners to 
achieve their goal of finishing either a half or full marathon. Most of the runners 
who join the program are beginners with no prior experience in long distance 
running. So, finishing the marathon is a significant personal achievement for 
almost all of them. In return, they spread the word around about the good work 
that the two volunteer organizations do among their friends, family and 
colleagues and raise funds for AID and Asha to meet their target of $2620 for full 
marathoners and $1500 for half marathoners. Many of our runners exceed their 
target goals, making this program one of the best fundraising sources for both 
AID and Asha Boston/MIT Chapters. Many runners continue to stay involved in 
the marathon program by volunteering for future programs and also become 
regular volunteers and supporters of AID and Asha in the long term. The 
TeamAIDAsha program starts every spring. All money raised in this program is 
divided equally between AID-Boston and Asha-Boston 
(http://www.ashanet.org/mit/). This year volunteers ran a collective total of over 
5000 miles!  Please visit www.teamaidasha.org any time to learn more and 
signup for future events. 
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One for India campaign 

 
One for India (OFI) is the year-end fundraiser of Association for India's 
Development (AID). This year the aim was to raise $250,000 aid-wide to support 
our initiatives in 2010 and to make the community aware of AID's activities. 
Boston volunteers put together their annual newsletter and mailed it out to 
donors. Through newsletter, emails and word of mouth we generated a little over 
$5000 in this years campaign. To know more about the campaign or donate visit 
http://oneforindia.org/ 
 
The money raised will go towards various projects this chapter has been 
supporting as detailed in this annual report. Volunteers, donors, friends and 
family members are directed to oneforindia.org to pledge their ONE - one action 
in the holiday season.  
 

Wellington Foundation Matching Grant 
 
Wellington Management is a large private investment management company 
headquartered in Boston with 1500 institutional clients and spread over 40 
countries. The group manages $450 billion worth of assets with over 1500 
employees in Boston. The Foundation provides grants to nonprofit organizations 
that improve the education and educational opportunities of economically 
disadvantaged youth. It supports programs in and around the communities in 
Boston, Chicago etc. The Foundation is a US-registered charitable organization 
under the 501(c)(3) Internal Revenue Code and Wellington Management 
Company, LLP pays all of the operating expenses of the Foundation, thus 100% 
of donations go to supporting worthy organizations.  
 
Employees of Wellington Mgmt raised approximately $18,000 for AID as part of 
their “Annual Appeal” program in an effort initiated by Mr. Rama. An equal 
amount of  $18,000 will be matched by Wellington Foundation and AID Boston 
will potentially receive $36,000-$40,000 over the next year (2010). AID Boston is 
delighted to be a beneficiary of the matching donations of the Wellington 
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Management employees, as it will go towards supporting several projects in 
2010. 
 

Awareness events 
 
A very important aspect of AID besides project reviews and fund generation is 
the component of outreach and awareness. We have, as an organization, 
evolved through our learning and experiences with projects we participate in, and 
with it our volunteers have themselves re-tuned their thinking based on new 
knowledge. We believe it is critical to make this knowledge accessible to the 
public since we live in a "data" rich world, but not necessarily an "information" 
rich one. Our practical experiences with projects and our forums add an 
awareness component and we make a contribution to the areas of social 
development.  
 
In order to increase awareness about various issues AID Boston periodically 
invites grass-root workers, collaborators and partners who are visiting the USA to 
give a talk to the volunteers of the chapter. The talks are often open to the public 
and widely publicized. Following are some of the profiles of the speakers who 
were hosted by Boston in 2009 

 

Talk by Medha Patkar 
 

 

TALK TITLE: People's Movements : 
The State and Civil Society  
DATE: March 23, 2009 
LOCATION: MIT 

 
Known and loved by millions of villagers and urban poor throughout India and the 
world over, Medha Patkar, 54, is the founder of the Save the Narmada 
Movement and the National Alliance of People's Movements. After earning an 
M.A. in Social Work, she worked with voluntary organizations in Bombay slums 
for 5 years as well as in the tribal districts of Gujarat state. She left her position 
on the faculty of Tata Institute of Social Sciences, as well as her unfinished 
Ph.D., to found an alliance with the millions of villagers who are uprooted and 
made homeless by the Sardar Sarovar Dam and other large dams along the 
Narmada River of Central India. Among India's most dynamic activists, Medha 
knows the Narmada Valley village by village. Veteran of several fasts, protests 
and campaigns on the banks of the rising Narmada, her uncompromising 
insistence on the right to life and livelihood has compelled the post-
Independence generation in India and around the world to revisit the basic 
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questions of natural resources, human rights, environment, and development. 
Despite many police beatings and jail terms, she continues to believe in the 
inherent goodness of people and the democratic system. She has served as a 
Commissioner to the World Commission on Dams, the first independent global 
Commission constituted to enquire on the water, power and alternative issues, 
related to dams, across the world. 
 

Talk by Dr. Abhay Shukla 
 
TALK TITLE: India’s Crisis in Healthcare  
DATE: May 20, 2009  
LOCATION: MIT 
 

A public health physician, Dr. Abhay Shukla is at the forefront of the Indian and 
Global Right to Health and Health care campaign and the People’s Health 
Movement in India. Dr. Shukla is currently coordinator of the organisation, 
SATHI-CEHAT based in Pune, Maharashtra. He is a member of the Advisory 
group for community action for the National Rural Health Mission, and member of 
the Core group of NGOs of the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) 
India. 

He has participated in preparing the draft National Health Act as a member of the 
concerned task group. He has coordinated the National secretariat of People’s 
Health Movement - India (Jan Swasthya Abhiyan or JSA) during 2003 to mid-
2008 and is a National Joint Convenor of JSA. He has been centrally involved in 
the process of JSA and NHRC organising public hearings on the Right to Health 
care in 2004. He has been involved in developing the national framework for 
Community based monitoring of health services as part of NRHM and in guiding 
the implementation of Community monitoring of health services in Maharashtra. 

He was selected an Ashoka Fellow in 1995, in the field of healthcare delivery and 
rural development. With SATHI colleagues he has pioneered the development 
and use of pictorial manuals for the training of women (who may be non-literate) 
as Community Health Workers. Along with his colleagues he has been involved 
in training health workers, developing health training material and advocacy on 
Health rights in collaboration with people’s organisations and grassroots NGOs in 
Maharashtra and West M.P. He is an advocate for establishing a system for 
universal access to health care in India. 

He is involved in leading the ‘Health Equity and Rights Watch’ research team of 
SATHI-CEHAT studying Health inequities in Maharashtra. He has co-edited the 
books ‘Review of Health Care in India’ and ‘Report on Health inequities in 
Maharashtra’, has authored ‘The Rights Approach to Health and Health care’ and 
has co-authored the JSA booklet ‘Health system in India – crisis & alternatives’. 

Dr. Shukla has traveled widely and presented results from his work in India at 
multiple conferences, including at the World Health Assembly in 2005. AID has 
had a long and fruitful relationship with SATHI. We have worked with Dr. Shukla 
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on multiple projects since 2000, and our collaboration continues with projects 
currently funded by the AID chapter in Seattle and collaborative projects through 
NGOs supported by AID Duke/RTP chapter.
 
 
 

Talk by Prashant Bhushan 
 

 
 

 
 
TALK TITLE: India's Judiciary and 
the Changing Economic Climate - 
What it Means To the Poor 
DATE: 28th May, 2009 
LOCATION: MIT 

 
Prashant Bhushan is a noted civil liberites lawyer of India .He has been actively 
associated with NBA, Enron, Jain Hawala cases and is a member of the 
Committee on Judicial Accountability. Inherited refined qualities, like his father as 
both have fought public interest cases without money — If there is a conscience 
in the Indian judiciary, he represents it, among the few who still believe in judicial 
justice. Acidic when arguing against Supreme Court judgements which go so 
terribly wrong, or on contempt, he has the guts to do to what he thinks is right. 
The India nation needs many more intellectual lawyers like him, who can stake 
their best against a no-win situation. 2 
 
 

Talk by Jaideep Hardikar 
 
TALK TITLE: FIELDS ABLAZE: A TALK AND DISCUSSION ON FARMER 
SUICIDES IN VIDARBHA 
DATE: Sep 12, 2009  
LOCATION: MIT 
 
Close to 200,000 farmers have killed themselves in India since 1997, over 
40,000 of them in Maharashtra alone, and a majority of them in Vidarbha.  Once 
known assone ki kurhad, the Warhad region or Vidarbha as it is popularly known 
remains a grim statistic - a metaphor for all that has gone wrong with the agrarian 
society in India. As a journalist Jaideep has covered for the the issue that goes 
way beyond the suicides. Local, regional, state-level, national and international 
factors make it one of the most complicated and complex issues of our time. 
Jaideep believes that our response to it will shape future generations and the 
nation as well.  

                                                        
2 source: http://www.beyondbhopal.org/interviews/prashant-bhusun 
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Jaideep works hard on his stories and writes with real human concern about the 
problems of those people, who are displaced by the development projects. He 
received the KK Birla Foundation Fellowship and covered seven states and 15 
developmental projects to understand how people live after being displaced, 
what they do to eke out a living and whether they benefit from the projects that 
run over their lives. As an outcome of that project he has written a book that is to 
be published shortly. Travelling in some of the remote areas of India where the 
development projects have uprooted thousands of poor dalit and tribal 
communities, he virtually saw what he describes as castles over graves. When 
he chose to work on the distress or forced interstate migration he received the 
National Media Fellowship of the National Foundation for India in 2002.  

 
Sarita Malviya and Safreen Rafat Khan accompanied by Rachna 
Dhingra 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
TALK TITLE: Bhopal Gas Disaster 
Survivors from India visit Boston 
DATE: April 27, 2009 
LOCATION: MIT 

 
On Tuesday, April 21 human rights activists from Bhopal, India began a two-
dozen-city tour of the United States to raise awareness about the ongoing human 
suffering in this central Indian city. The tour is the first of many 25th anniversary 
events planned to commemorate the tragedy of December 3, 1984 when twenty-
seven tons of lethal gases leaked from Union Carbide’s pesticide factory in 
Bhopal, immediately killing 8,000 people and poisoning thousands of others. 
Around the world human rights, legal, environmental health and other experts are 
demanding that Dow Chemical, the current owner of Union Carbide, be held 
accountable for this atrocity. As part of the tour the survivors visited AID Boston. 
Rachna Dhingra, Safreen Khan and Sarita Malviya gave a talk in MIT. Their  
profiles are given below. 
 

Rachna Dhingra was just six years old and living in Delhi when the world’s worst 
industrial disaster struck Bhopal. After moving to the U.S. and becoming active in 
the Association for India’s Development (AID), she eventually moved to Bhopal 
to work with the International Campaign for Justice in Bhopal. 

Safreen Khan’s mother was exposed to the gas from the Bhopal disaster in 
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1984. Having nowhere else to go Safreen and her family continue to live in the 
area and consume poisoned water daily. 

Sarita Malviya is a resident of one of the many water-contaminated communities 
living around the Union Carbide factory. She is one of the founding members of 
Children Against Dow Carbide, a group that meets weekly with about 60 
members ages 6 to 18. 
 
 
 

Talk by Shakun Mohini 
 

 

TALK TITLE: Human Rights 
Concerns of Women in 
Prostitution 
DATE: October 27, 2009 
LOCATION: MIT 

 
Ms Shakun Mohini has been a core group member of Vimochana since 1979 and 
joined as a full time member of the Collective since 2000. Her background is in 
management, and she worked as a Senior Manager in a Bank till 2000 even as 
she continued to work with Vimochana. Her involvement in Vimochana has been 
focused on supporting work with women working in sectors such as domestic 
workers and workers in garment industry, apart from her work with women in 
street prostitution. 
 
Vimochana, meaning liberation, was initiated in 1979 by women and men from 
within the Centre for Informal Development Studies (CIEDS) collective in 
Bangalore that had come together in 1975 to seek a just, humane and creative 
society rooted in transformative politics. Vimochana grew out of the need for a 
public forum that would stand for organized resistance to the increasing violence 
on women and would be assertive in challenging the pervading apathy to the 
problems of women in the context of larger structures of violence and power. 
 
AID works with Vimochana and Ms Shakun Mohini on a project regarding 
Women in Street Prostitution in Bangalore. 
 
 

Talk by Kamayani Mahabal
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TALK TITLE: Violence and 
discrimination against women in 
South Asia. 
DATE: November 15,2009 
LOCATION: MIT

 
Ms Kamayani Bali Mahabal, a post-graduate in clinical psychology, had a stint as 
a clinical psychologist in Mumbai for a year and did her diploma in journalism. 
She plunged into journalism working with the national news agency UNI and 
Indian Express for five years reporting stories with special emphasis on the rights 
of women. Simultaneously, she completed her law degree and shifted to human 
rights law and joined the Indian Centre for Human Rights and Law as coordinator 
of the criminal law cell for two years. She subsequently joined in work to report 
on disappearances in the Punjab for a year gathering data from victims’ families 
during the peak of terrorism.  At Interrights in London, she undertook research on 
honour killings in Asia. With Amnesty International, she worked on a campaign 
on domestic violence, with special reference to the grassroots NGOs in the 
developing world. 
 
Since 2003, Kamayani has worked as  a Senior Research Officer with Centre for 
Enquiry into Health and Allied Themes (CEHAT) on the issues of health and 
human rights and women rights, especially on the issue of sex selective 
abortions and right of abortion, among other assignments. She has several 
published papers to her credit.  Now she is an independent trainer and expert in 
gender health and human rights. She is  associated with various movements and 
networks like Jan Swasthya Abhiyan, the Protesting Violence Against Women 
Campaign and International Human Rights Academy. 
 
 
 

Talks by AID Saathis and Jeevan Saathis: Ravi Kuchimanchi, 
Aravinda Pillalamari, Kiran Vissa and C. Srinivasan 
 

Ravi Kuchimanchi 
 

While a graduate student at University of Maryland, Ravi Kuchimanchi founded 
the Association for India’s Development (AID) in 1991 with the vision “problems 
are interconnected, so must be the solution.” AID has matured into a volunteer 
movement for sustainable, holistic development with 50 chapters in USA, 
Australia and India. It brings highly skilled professionals such as the Non-
Resident Indian community, to partner with the poor, and underprivileged so that 
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there is a deeper understanding of causes beyond the mere symptoms of 
poverty. 

In 1998, Ravi returned to India with his wife Aravinda, to work on development 
issues such as dams versus people and environment, rural electrification and 
integrated development. Recently, Ravi has been interested in Indian 
democracy's latest achievement -- the Right to Information (RTI) Act, that gives 
citizens of India access to government documents and increases transparency. 
This along with the National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (NREGA) which 
promises 100 days of work to all rural families at with an annual budget of $3 
billion, has the potential to change the face of India. With collaborators in the 
Indian state of Orissa, he has conducted audits of the government employment 
program where significant parts of the funds were being siphoned off by 
contractors and officials. In the USA, AID has set up an Anti-Corruption Fund and 
team, that has helped support activists in India as well as has forced the Indian 
embassy in Washington DC to implement the RTI Act, so that Indians in USA can 
access information from Indian government. Ravi spent the week after Shanti 
Mela in Boston meeting AID volunteers and giving public talks in MIT and Tufts. 

 

Aravinda Pillalamarri: 
 
Aravinda has worked with people fighting for social justice in India since 1998.  
Raising awareness on fair trade and sustainable livelihoods, she works with 
tailors designing and marketing khadi (handspun) garments with a view to 
sustaining traditional living in modern times.  Recognizing the role of natural birth, 
breastfeeding, babywearing, sleepsharing, natural hygiene and free learning in 
promoting maternal and child health and empowerment, she works with parents 
and teachers in better understanding the value of these practices, how they are 
already in use, and how they are threatened and resources required to sustain 
them.  In this context she also works in Srikakulam district to promote programs 
that help people take control of their learning, food security, and health, such as 
village libraries, kitchen gardens, whole foods, and accountability in government 
services to mothers and children.  She also serves on AID Publications Team, 
working to ensure that people who are marginalised by poverty, oppression or 
disasters appear as central and active driving forces for change rather than as 
victims or targets.  Through this AID newsletters, calendars and occasional 
publications help urban middle class people to understand the perspectives and 
analyses voiced by the people central to the processes of social change, who are 
too often marginalised from prevailing development planning owing to poverty 
and oppression.  

Aravinda visited AID Boston during Shanti Mela and spent the week meeting 
volunteers and giving public talks. 

Kirankumar Vissa: 
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Kiran Vissa has been a key AID figure since its formative years and has worn 
many hats of leadership and organizational roles in the past 14 years. Since 
2008, Kiran is working in Andhra Pradesh as a full time activist in the role of 
AID’s Jeevansaathi. Kiran’s focus interests have been agriculture and farmers’ 
issues, consumer awareness on food, volunteer mobilization and citizen activism, 
and tackling organizational challenges in AID. 

Kiran played an important role in setting up many early chapters of AID, and 
continued to provide inspirational and organizational support to budding chapters 
and emerging leadership. As a member of the board of directors, he has been an 
important part of many of AID’s initiatives. He has played a key role in promoting 
the sangharsh aspect in AID through the Narmada struggle, anti-communalism 
campaign and other human rights campaigns. 

 

Kiran was the keynote speaker at the AID Boston GBM on May 10, 2009. 

 

C. Srinivasan: 
 
C. Srinivasan gave a talk titled “From Garbage to Gold” on October 17 2009 at 
MIT. C. Srinivasan is an AID-Boston Saathi whose profile has been covered 
under the AID Boston projects section. During this visit Srinivasan shared with us 
his work that combines environmentalism and social development 
with sustainability and entrepreneurship. He discussed how, "the top three most 
easily available resources in India - namely sunlight, man power and solid waste 
can be used properly to bring crores of Rupees in direct and indirect savings 
which we are losing every second. He also shared with us the progress of his 
ambitious effort of reforesting the Vellore Hills. 
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Campaign for Peace and Justice in Chhattisgarh 
 

 

A victim of the Salwa Judum examines his destroyed home.                   
Photo courtesy Javed Iqbal. 
 
Background: 
Chhattisgarh a state in central India formed when the sixteen Chhattisgarhi-
speaking southeastern districts of Madhya Pradesh gained statehood on 
November 1, 2000. Raipur serves as its capital. It is the 10th largest state of 
India by area of 52,199 sq mi (135,194 km²). More than 70% of the population is 
composed of tribals of whom Gonds dominate in number. The tribals primarily 
depend upon agriculture, forestry, cottage industries, hunting and fishing for their 
subsistence.  
 
The state is also rich in natural resources,with abundant deposits of iron, gold, 
tin, diamonds, coal, uranium, bauxite, corundum, dolomite, copper, limestone 
and other minerals. The deposits in Bailadila range house a total of 3,000 million 
tonnes of iron ore, of which 1,200 million tonnes are classified as ‘high-grade’, 
according to a senior official at the National Mineral Development Corporation 
(NMDC).  
 
This area has also been a zone of aggravated conflict between the Maoists and 
the State. After the government began arming the militant Salwa Judum in the 
name of fighting the Naxalites, civilians find themselves facing more rather than 
less violence. Incidentally Tata signed the MoU with the Chhattisgarh 
government on June 4, 2005 and the government started its Salwa Judum 
project in Bastar the very next day, that is, on June 5, 2005. Over the years 
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violence has intensified, and as a result, more people have died here in the past 
22 months than in any other part of the country. Since 2005, the State has forced 
adivasis to give up their lands and settle in refugee camps or else face 
accusation of being Naxalites. For the displaced,the trauma of being torn from 
centuries old way of land dependent life, has led many lakhs to escape the 
miserable camps. An estimated 50,000 people are camping in forests in the 
neighboring Andhra Pradesh.  
 
AID’s involvement: 

 
AID-Boston and AID (in general) became involved with matters pertaining the 
Chhattisgarh in 2008 through the Vanavasi Chetana Ashram (VCA) and ASDS. 
VCA has been working for the welfare of the adivasi (indigenous) people of south 
Bastar (Chhattisgarh, central India) since 1992. They have worked in areas such 
as rights awareness and advocacy, conflict mitigation, community health 
awareness and monitoring, universalization of elementary education, natural 
resource management and hygiene and sanitation, in remote regions of 
Chhattisgarh that severely lack access to basic public services.  
 
Since 2005, VCA has also called for government accountability and social justice 
in light of the violence against adivasis and their forced displacement from their 
villages by the state-sponsored militia Salwa Judum in Dantewada and Bijapur 
districts.  Vanvasi Chetna Ashram (VCA) has been providing legal aid and 
succour to the victims of Salwa Judum, security forces and Maoist violence. VCA 
renders invaluable service by documenting instances of severe human rights 
violations. Since most victims of violence are too traumatized and too afraid to 
file complaints against the perpetrators, VCA performs the crucial function of 
helping the victims file not only First Information Reports (FIRs) which are a 
necessary first step for delivering justice, but also provides support all through 
the long and arduous judicial process. 
 
Their stand against the violence by Salwa Judum and security forces has invited 
the ire of the state that ultimately revoked VCA's FCRA (Foreign Contribution 
Regulation Act) permit. On 17th May 2009, when the rest of India was riveted by 
the news of general elections, the state police demolished the premises of VCA. 
While AID has been unable to directly financially support VCA, we have had 
solidarity actions through petitions, relay hunger fasts and other such actions in 
2009. AID Boston also hosted a photo exhibit with photos by Javed Iqbal, a 
photgrapher who has been documenting the violence in Chhattisgarh and hosted 
a panel discussion with several international activists in an attempt to understand 
the long term repercussions of the current situation and strategies the group 
should therefore adopt. 
 
AID Boston volunteers have also been involved with a project on the relief and 
rehabilitation of Salwa Judum victims who have fled to Andhra Pradesh. More 
details on this project is available under the Projects section. 
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The Bhopal Campaign  
 

Bhopal survivors, AID Jeevan Saathi Rachna Dhingra and AID volunteers. 
 
2009 was an important year in the Bhopal Campaign, as it marked the 25th 
anniversary of the Bhopal Chemical disaster of 1984. Despite all this time having 
passed, the survivors of the disaster are yet to receive adequate compensation, 
get access to free specialized healthcare, or even to clean drinking water instead 
of contaminated water containing toxic chemicals from the Union Carbide plant. 
 
To mark the occasion, the Bhopal Campaign's Boston chapter organized a 
number of cultural events, from the Bhopal Mela in December 2008 to Bhopal-
Natyam in September 2009 and Bhopal-Sangeetham in November 2009. Thanks 
to the generous help of many performers, coordinators, and of course volunteers, 
these events raised a combined total of over $5,000. But the highlight of the year 
was the visit of 15-year-old Sarita and Safreen, second-generation survivors from 
Bhopal, along with AID Jeevansaathi Rachna Dhingra, in April 2009, who appear 
in the photo surrounded by campaign volunteers. Their stories, as well as their 
dedication to fighting for justice, inspired all of us to continue fighting with them! 
  
We concluded the year with a Day of Action on December 3rd, 2009, 25th 
anniversary of the Bhopal tragedy. A number of supporters gathered in Copley 
Square to stage a die-in, reach out Boston residents, and hold a candlelight vigil 
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in memory of those who have been affected by the tragedy. Let us redouble our 
efforts to ensure that the Bhopalis are not forgotten and finally get justice in 2010! 

 
 

Vigils and other Solidarity Actions 
 

As part of Sangharsh, AID Boston organized several vigils and solidarity actions 
in 2009. 
 
 
Vigil for the release of Dr. Binayak Sen 
 

Close to 70 people comprising of 
AID volunteers and its partners, 
stood in a circle in Harvard 
Square, Cambridge, MA, on May 
17 2009, to mark the second 
anniversary of his imprisonment 
and demand his immediate 
release. The group chanted, 
“Jailing him is insane – Free, 
Free Binayak Sen”. Coming from 
diverse backgrounds, people held 
up posters asking whether the 
price of working for the poor was 
jail. The gathering demanded the 

freedom of Dr. Sen along with the freedom from corruption and oppression of the 
indigenous communities of Chhattisgarh, for whom Dr. Sen has dedicated his 
life. 
 
Dr. Sen, a human rights activist and physician for the poor, had been under 
detention without bail since May 2007. The protests were part of an ongoing 
global campaign by a coalition of over 50 International groups, including Amnesty 
International, Association for India’s Development, National Lawyers’ Guild and a 
group of 22 Nobel Laureates, which have all called for the immediate release of 
Dr. Sen. In India, thousands of supporters courted arrest as part of the Raipur 
Satyagraha, a mass civil disobedience action in the city of Raipur where Dr. Sen 
was incarcerated. Dr. Binayak Sen was finally granted bail on 25 May 2009.  
 

 

 
 
Vigil for the Rights of the Adivasis (Indigenous People) of India 
 
The indigenous adivasi population of India has borne a disproportionate burden 
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of sacrifice for its progress. Although tribals constitute 8% of India's population, 
they are 40% of the 60 million people displaced by large projects from 1947 to 
2004. Today, the lives of the already marginalized adivasi communities of 
Jharkhand, Orissa, Chhattisgarh, West Bengal, Maharastra are being battered by 
violence and displacement. These communities have been at the receiving end 
of economic and social exploitation and also victims of a non-participatory and 
undemocratic paradigm of development. AID and its partners came together on 
Human Rights Day, Dec 10th 2009, to share our thoughts and raise our voices 
against the trampling of the rights of the indigenous communities all over the 
world. Candles were lit in solidarity with the basic inalienable rights of indigenous 
people to live in peace in a place of their choice. We will also talk about some 
activities that are taking place in India and how we can stand in solidarity. 
 
AID’s Relay Fast in Solidarity with Himanshu Kumar’s Indefinite Fast in 
Dantewada, Chhattisgarh 
 
Himanshu Kumar, a Gandhian activist who has been working in the southern 
Chhattisgarh for the last 2 decades began an indefinite hunger fast on Dec 26th, 
2009 against the backdrop of increasing atrocities on the Adivasi (tribal) 
communities of southern Chhattisgarh. “In a country, where most Adivasi men, 
women and children suffer from chronic hunger and are often starved, hunger 
can hardly be a form of protest. I can only express solidarity with their sufferings,” 
said Himanshu at the outset of his fast. 
 
Several AID volunteers took part in a global relay fast to show their solidarity with 
Himanshu Kumar. Boston volunteer Asti Bhatt said "I am keeping a fast in 
solidarity with the tribal people in Chhattisgarh whose lands and livelihoods have 
been snatched away, and who have been driven away from their homes, all 
without their consent. I am keeping a fast in astonishment that an executive body 
like the govt. of Chhattisgarh in the republic of India has defied the constitution 
and the Supreme Court for so long without any consequences. I am keeping a 
fast in hope that the rule of justice will prevail in Chhattisgarh once again." 
Other volunteers’ comments can be found at: 
http://aidindia.org/main/content/view/1153/39/ 
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