
CONTENT 

DATE: 1ST  FEB TO 28TH FEB 2017 

DATE  TOPIC P.No. 
1st FEB ECONOMY Note ban a radical measure: CEA 1 
 INTERNATIONAL RELATION changes in H-1B visa on the anvil 1 
 SECURITY  fake Rs 2000 notes have 50% of security features 1 
 INTERNATIONAL RELATION Russia makes big military push in Arctic 2 
 INTERNATIONAL RELATION Rohingya refugee to be relocated on remote island 2 
 ECONOMY  Apparel, leather sectors need policy shift to boost 

jobs 
2 

 ECONOMY push to solve India’s twin balance sheet problem 3 
 HEALTH Child malnutrition: Drawing up a diet plan 3 
3rd FEB POLITY Andhra Pradesh working on system to DNA-tag 

convicts 
4 

 ECONOMY  NPS subscribers can prematurely withdraw 25% of 
corpus tax-free 

4 

 INTERNATIONAL RELATION H-1B visa in the spotlight 5 
 POLITY Political party funding: Neither transparent nor 

accountable 
6 

 INTERNATIONAL RELATION A season to repair relations: India-china relation 7 
4th FEB ENVIRONMENT  Tarred by the oil spill 8 
 CULTURE A 21st century find spotlights prehistoric rock art 8 
 POLITY Substantial progress in Manipur tripartite talks 9 
 GOVERNANCE Can’t compare U.S. vetting order with Indian Bill: 

Satyapal Singh) 
10 

 ECONOMY Centre spurns Gujarat’s plea to end duty on scrap-
ship imports 

10 

 ECONOMY Reformist Budget unveiled 11 
 POLITY J&K issue: Trade, Transit, Peace 12 
 POLITY Electoral bond: Don’t legitimise opaque poll funds 13-14 
5th FEB INTERNATIONAL RELATION WTO: E-commerce in focus during Azevêdo’s visit 15 
6TH FEB HEALTH Communicable disease: Targeting old scourges 16 
 ENVIRONMENT  Oil spill: Return to a dangerous normal 17 
 ECONOMY  Employees to pay tax on gifts worth more than 

Rs.50,000 
18 

 INTERNATIONAL RELATION UN seeks India’s nominee for anti-terror panel 18 
 INTERNATIONAL RELATION Delhi, Dhaka push Ganga basin project 18 
 SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY Tribe offers clues to hidden wonders of medicinal 

plant 
19 

 SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY In ISRO’s launch of 104 satellites next week, 88 will 
be from U.S 

19 

 EDUCATION Now, Aadhaar made mandatory for scholarship 
schemes 

19 

 EDUCATION Class X board: And children pay the price 20 
7th FEB INTERNATIONAL RELATION Sanction: Perilous U-turn on Iran 22 
 INTERNATIONAL RELATION What ‘America First’ means for India 23 
 INTERNATIONAL RELATION Rewiring the WTO  
 INTERNATIONAL RELATION Rohingya refugees to be relocated on remote 

island 
25 



8th FEB EDUCATION Testing times on NEET 26 
 INTERNATIONAL RELATION Looking towards Africa 27 
 POLITY SC dismisses TN’s review plea on remission power 28 
 HEALTH  India takes first steps to have a policy on artificial 

life forms 
28 

 ECONOMY Ministries, sectoral regulators to screen FDI 
proposals 

28 

9TH FEB POLITY In a first, SC issues contempt notice against HC 
Judge Karnan 

29 

 EDUCATION Cabinet nod for rural digital literacy programme 29 
 ECONOMY RBI to set up in-house enforcement department 29 
 DISASTER MANAGEMENT Centre to install 150 quake sensors in Uttarakhand 30 
 ECONOMY RBI to set up panel on strengthening cyber security 30 
 POLITY Nod of judge not needed for transfer 30 
 POLITY  Citizens’ forum to take up whistleblower 

complaints 
31 

 INTERNATIONAL RELATION evacuation operations: Getting back home, safely 31 
10TH 
FEB 

GOVERNANCE Aadhaar mandatory for availing subsidised 
foodgrains from PDS 

33 

 POLITY Centre not in favour of new law for CBI 33 
 INTERNATIONAL RELATION Kenya court blocks closing of Dadaab — world’s 

biggest refugee camp 
33 

 INTERNATIONAL RELATION U.S., Russian warships in Arabian Sea for naval 
exercise hosted by Pak 

34 

 INTERNATIONAL RELATION TPP is dead, but its legacy lives on 34 
11th FEB INTERNATIONAL RELATION Israel’s continuing land grab 35 
 DEFENCE Interceptor missile successfully test-fired 35 
 DEFENCE A shot in the arm for defence acquisition 36 
 POLITY Govt. sets up inter-departmental task force to 

crack down on benami firms 
36 

 SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY Intellectual Property index: India remains near 
bottom 

37 

 HEALTH Govt.’s target to root out TB by 2025 unachievable, 
say doctors 

37 

 HEALTH How not to treat TB 37-38 
12TH 
FEB 

DEFENCE Green drive on blue waters — solar power lights up 
naval vessel 

39 

 ECONOMY SEBI lays down reforms roadmap for FY18 39 
 GOVERNANCE Beyond black money 40 

13th FEB ECONOMY Nilambur teak set to enter elite club of products 
with GI tag 

41 

 ECONOMY Solar power breaks a price barrier 41 
 POLITY Sex offender registries don’t work 42 
 ECONOMY Commerce Dept. special arm may drive foreign 

trade policy 
43 

 DEFENCE Single-point military adviser soon? 44 
14TH 
FEB 

INTERNATIONAL RELATION Syrian govt. used chlorine gas in Aleppo battle 45 

 POLITY  High Court to hear plea on Article 174 compliance 
in Goa 

45 

 SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY ISRO to use India’s satellite navigation system 45 

http://www.civilsdaily.com/sc-dismisses-tns-review-plea-on-remission-power/#post-85096
http://www.civilsdaily.com/story/fdi-in-indian-economy/#post-85106
http://www.civilsdaily.com/story/fdi-in-indian-economy/#post-85106
http://www.civilsdaily.com/citizens-forum-to-take-up-whistleblower-complaints/#post-85208
http://www.civilsdaily.com/citizens-forum-to-take-up-whistleblower-complaints/#post-85208
http://www.civilsdaily.com/kenya-court-blocks-closing-of-dadaab-worlds-biggest-refugee-camp/#post-85366
http://www.civilsdaily.com/kenya-court-blocks-closing-of-dadaab-worlds-biggest-refugee-camp/#post-85366


 HEALTH When hospitals infect you 46 
15TH 
FEB 

HEALTH Stents prices heavily slashed 47 

 DEFENCE/SECURITY IAF inducts indigenous early warning system 47 
 INTERNATIONAL RELATION U.S. believes Russia deployed new missile in treaty 

violation: NYT 
47 

16TH 
FEB  

ENVIRONMENT The foul air we breathe 48 

 POLITY Constitution Bench to hear Delhi-Centre spat 48 
 GEOGRAPHY Clouds over Maharashtra will have a silver iodide 

lining 
48 

 POLITY The Marriages (Compulsory Registration and 
Prevention of Wasteful Expenditure) Bill, 2016 

49 

    
17TH 
FEB 

ECONOMY RBI to rationalise MDR 50 

 ECONOMY Exports record positive growth for a fifth 
consecutive month 

50 

 POLITY Villagers oppose uranium mining, proposed nuclear 
plant at Gogi 

50 

 INTERNATIONAL RELATION India, Afghanistan take a hard line on Taliban at 
Moscow conference 

50 

 POLITY Supreme Court makes legal services affordable 51 
 HEALTH New malaria vaccine found 100% effective 52 
 POLITY Set up mechanism to delete sex determination ads: 

SC 
52 

 ECONOMY The bumps ahead 52 
 ENVIRONMENT The pollution in the house 53-54 
18TH 
FEB 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY Working on the ISRO principle 55 

 ECONOMY Govt mulls setting up scrap—based steel plants 56 
 POLITY There is no concept of a ‘national song’, observes 

Supreme Court 
56-57 

 SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY Project Loon can now predict weather systems 57 
 INTERNATIONAL RELATION Govt. junks border wall plan 57-58 
20TH 
FEB 

POLITY Rail Bhavan, North Block spar after Budget merger 59 

 GEOGRAPHY Why Earth’s inner core doesn’t melt 59 
 INTERNATIONAL RELATION Project in tie-up with U.K. and Singapore to close 

gaps in Indian genomic data 
60 

 POLITY he Indian beacon will be the first one to focus on 
an Asian population 

60 

 INTERNATIONAL RELATION Iran to hold 3-day military drills from Monday 
despite U.S. warnings 

60 

 GEOGRAPHY Scientists claim discovery of drowned Pacific Ocean 
continent Zealandia 

61 

 ENVIRONMENT  Air pollution kills 10 lakh Indians every year: study 61 
 POLITY BCCI: How to fend off bouncers 62 
 ENVIRONMENT WETLAND: Smoke on the water 62 
21ST FEB INTERNATIONAL RELATION Centre not for terming Pakistan a ‘terror state’ 64 
 INTERNATIONAL RELATION  India, Rwanda sign 3 MoUs 64 
 INTERNATIONAL RELATION Europe keen on resuming trade talks 64 

http://www.civilsdaily.com/air-pollution-kills-10-lakh-indians-every-year-study/#post-86334
http://www.civilsdaily.com/india-rwanda-sign-3-mous/#post-86449


 ECONOMY In India, diverging incomes despite equalising 
forces 

65-66 

22ND 
FEB 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY Green tea-laced capacitor to power wearable 
devices 

67 

 BIODIVERSITY Tiny frog species found in Western Ghats 67 
 SECURITY Defence Ministry approves expansion of coastal 

surveillance radar chain 
68 

 ECONOMY BharatQR: One step closer to e-payments 68 
 SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY Juno to remain in current orbit around Jupiter: 

NASA 
68 

 HEALTH STENT ISSUE: Necessary limit 69 
 GOVERNANCE SDG PERFORMANCE 70 
23RD 
FEB 

ECONOMY Centre doubles solar park capacity to 40,000 MW 72 

 ENVIRONMENT International reports linking air pollution and 
deaths in India are “extrapolations without due 
scientific validation 

72 

 DEFENCE Navy frigate INS Betwa righted at Mumbai 
dockyard 

72 

 GOVERNANCE New agency to probe anomalies in I-T returns post 
demonetisation 

73 

 ENVIRONMENT Location norms soon for waste treatment plants 73 
 ENVIRONMENT Microplastic particles clogging oceans 73 
 HEALTH Roche can’t hang on to breast cancer drug: HC 73-74 
24th FEB INTERNATIONAL RELATION Israeli expertise to develop agriculture 75 
 EDUCATION Universities to compete with IITs, IIMs in rankings 75 
 ENVIRONMENT Record Olive Ridley nesting baffles wildlife experts 75-76 
25TH 
FEB 

ECONOMY Solar sector: Shining bright 77 

 ECONOMY Plan to allow larger firms to shut shop sans govt. 
nod 

77 

 SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY India building a supercomputer juggernaut 78 
 ENVIRONMENT Invasive trees being removed 79 
 SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY Arctic vault receives new seed deposits 79 
27th FEB CULTURE A digital archive for Rashtrapati Bhavan 80 
 SECURITY India to fill gaps in aerial vigilance 80 
 GEOGRAPHY Why did Barren Island volcano erupt again? 80 
 ECONOMY pg Centre mulls dedicated cargo airport for 

Telangana, UP 
81 

 INTERNATIONAL RELATION India, Germany ratify social security agreement 82 
 ECONOMY Tamil Nadu rolls out ₹800-crore plan for dry land 

farmers 
82 

 POLITY Indian Railways mulls new performance index 82 
 GOVERNANCE Protecting the rights of tribals 83 
 POLITY What exactly is a money bill? 85 
28TH 
FEB 

ENVIRONMENT Seemai karuvelam, a saviour-turned-villain whose 
tentacles spread far and wide 

86 

 ECONOMY SEBI to tighten algo trading rules 86 
 POLITY NOTA and the Indian voter 87 
 POLITY Can’t prevent uploading of objectionable content, 

Google tells SC 
88 

http://www.civilsdaily.com/new-agency-to-probe-anomalies-in-i-t-returns-post-demonetisation/#post-86690
http://www.civilsdaily.com/new-agency-to-probe-anomalies-in-i-t-returns-post-demonetisation/#post-86690


 INTERNATIONAL RELATION INDIA-CHINA: Fruits of patience 88 
 INTERNATIONAL RELATION INDIA-U.S.: Seeing the light 89 
 



 

 

February ‘1st  ’, 2017 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Economic  

Survey  

overview 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—the Hindu (pg1,12 Note ban a radical measure: CEA) 

1. News: - release of economic survey. 
2. Termed demonetisation as “radical currency-cum-governance-cum-social 

engineering measure to permanently and punitively raise the cost of illicit 
and unaccounted transactions or kala dhan (black money).” 

3. Bank credit growth has come down. 
4. The Survey pegs economic growth in 2016-17 at 7.1%, but this is based 

mainly on information for months before the November 8 demonetisation. 
This is half a percentage point lower than the 7.6% growth last year. 

5. The Survey expects the economy to return to normal, once the scrapped 
currency is replaced by March. In the long run, tax revenues and GDP 
growth would be bolstered on account of greater tax compliance and a 
reduction in real estate prices. 

6. Terming job creation as India’s central challenge, the CEA expects growth in 
the range of 6.75% to 7.5% in 2017-18 — an outlook that hinges on how 
demonetisation and its lingering effects play out domestically. 

 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

H-1B visa Source – The Hindu (pg1 changes in H-1B visa on the anvil) 

1. News: - The White House was working on changes in H-1B and other guest 

News:-


 

 

issue 

 

 

 

 

 

worker visa programmes through legislative and executive actions as part of 
President Donald Trump’s immigration reform. 

2. Proposal:- 

 Restrictions on the Optional Practical Training (OPT) work, a job training 
opportunity available for Science, Technology, Engineering, Math (STEM) 
Masters from a U.S. university. 

 It also proposes to roll back the permission to work currently available to 
spouses of H-1B visa holders and to replace the current lottery system that 
selects the 85,000 annual H-1B visa beneficiaries. 

 Also planning to have federal inspectors regularly visit the sites where guest 
workers are employed. 

 

 

 

GS:3—SECURITY 

 

FICN 

(Fake 

Indian 

currency 

notes) 

Source—The Hindu (pg1 fake Rs 2000 notes have 50% of security features) 

1. Issue: - Counterfeiters have expertly replicated half of the security features of 
the new Rs. 2000 notes, a consignment of fake Indian currency notes (FICN) 
seized on the Bangladesh border recently reveals. 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg14 Russia makes big military push in Arctic) 

1. Issue: - Nearly three decades after nuclear icebreaker Lenin was taken out of 
service to be turned into a visitor attraction, Russia is again on the march in the 
Arctic and building new nuclear icebreakers. 

2. It is part of a push to firm Moscow’s hand in the High North as it vies for 
dominance with traditional rivals Canada, the United States, and Norway as well as 
newcomer China. 

3. Importance of the arctic region: - The Arctic is estimated to hold more 
hydrocarbon reserves than Saudi Arabia. 

4. Russia’s action in the arctic region:- 

 Moscow is rushing to re-open abandoned Soviet military, air and radar bases on 
remote Arctic islands and to build new ones, as it pushes ahead with a claim to 
almost half a million square miles of the Arctic. 

 Russia is building three nuclear icebreakers, including the world’s largest, to 
bolster its fleet of around 40 breakers, six of which are nuclear. No other country 
has a nuclear breaker fleet, used to clear channels for military and civilian ships. 

 Russia’s Northern Fleet, based near Murmansk in the Kola Bay’s icy waters, is also 
due to get its own icebreaker, its first, and two ice-capable corvettes armed with 
cruise missiles 



 

 

5. Analysis: - 

 Russia’s build-up is the biggest since the 1991 Soviet fall and will, in some areas, 
give Moscow more military capabilities than the Soviet Union once had. 

 The expansion has far-reaching financial and geopolitical ramifications. 

 The build-up is causing jitters elsewhere. Some 300 U.S. Marines landed in Norway 
this month for a six-month deployment, the first time since World War Two that 
foreign troops have been allowed to be stationed there. And with memories of 
Russia’s 2014 annexation of Ukraine’s Crimea still fresh, the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) is watching closely. Six of its members held an exercise in the 
region in 2015. 

 

 

 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

Rohingya’s issue  

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg14 Rohingya refugee to be relocated on remote 

island)  

1. Issue: - Bangladesh will push ahead with a controversial plan to 
relocate tens of thousands of rohingya refugees from Myanmar 
to a remote island despite warnings it is uninhabitable and prone 
to flooding.  

2. Name of the island: -Hatiya Island is situated on the estuary of 
river Meghna and is prone to flooding. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg15 Apparel, leather sectors need policy shift to boost 

jobs) 

1. Issue: - The Centre needs to focus on apparel, leather and footwear 
sectors to boost formal and productive job creation in the economy. 

2. Reason: - Apparels and leather sectors offer tremendous opportunities 
for creation of jobs, especially for women… Apparels are 80-fold more 
labour-intensive than autos and 240-fold more jobs than steel. 

3. Challenges faced by the apparel and leather sectors: Logistics, labour 
regulations, tax and tariff policy along with “disadvantages emanating 
from the international trading environment compared to competitor 
countries.” 

4. Way ahead: - 

 The Survey has recommended that labour and taxation reforms along 
with Free Trade Agreements (FTA) with the European Union and the U.K. 
were key to make apparel and leather sector globally competitive 

5. Other issues: - 



 

 

 High minimum wages as another hurdle, as overtime wage rate is twice 
that of ordinary wage rate, according to the Minimum Wages Act of 
1948. 

 The Survey called for giving workers in the apparel sector choice to 
decide on various statutory deductions “that become de facto taxes for 
low-paid workers in small firms that result in a 45% lower disposable 
salary.” Hence, the workers should decide whether they want 12% 
employee contribution to be deducted for provident fund from their 
income, whether their 12% employer contribution goes towards 
Employees’ Provident Fund scheme or National Pension System and 
whether their health insurance premium should go to Employees’ State 
Insurance or a private health insurance of the employer’s choice. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

Public sector asset 

rehabilitation centre  

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg15 push to solve India’s twin balance sheet 

problem) 

1. news: - The Economic Survey called for a need to set up a 
government-owned asset reconstruction company, PARA (Public 
Sector Asset Rehabilitation Agency) in an attempt to resolve India’s 
twin balance sheet problem - over-leveraged companies and the 
rising bad loans in public sector banks. 

2. India’s NPA ratio at its current level of 9.1% of the gross loans is 
higher than any other major emerging market (with the exception of 
Russia), higher even than the peak levels seen in Korea during the 
East Asian financial crisis. 

3. Concern: - The Economic Survey said, so far, public discussion of the 
bad loan problem had focused on bank capital, under the 
assumption that the main obstacle to resolving the twin balance 
sheet (TBS) concern was finding the funds needed by the public 
sector banks. But securing funding is actually the easiest part, as the 
cost is small relative to the resources the government commands. 
Far more problematic is finding a way to resolve the bad debts in the 
first place. 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 

Child 

malnutrition 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg11 Drawing up a diet plan) 

1. Context: -Kerala government’s decision to implement the National Food 
Security Act (NFSA) from April. Thus, ensure the whole country’s coverage by 
the legislation. 

2. Issue:- despite PDS in place before NFSA, decline in child malnutrition has 
been far more modest. 

3. Reason: - 

 Critiques of the PDS may point to leakages and suggest that perhaps these 
subsidies are not reaching the target beneficiaries 

 With rising incomes, poverty has fallen in India and regardless of the PDS, 
individuals may get sufficient calories, making changes in PDS use irrelevant 
to caloric intake 



 

 

 A recently released report based on India Human Development Survey of 
2004-05 and 2011-12 suggests that the relationship between the PDS and 
nutrition may be more complex 

a. The results suggest that access to PDS subsidies changes the way people 
allocate their household resources 

b. When rice, wheat and other cereals are available cheaply, households try to 
get more of their required calories from cereals and less from milk, fruits and 
vegetables 

c. One would normally expect that the savings from cereal purchase due to 
price subsidies would be used to buy milk, fruit and nuts, but in an era where 
school and medical costs are rising and households face many other 
demands on their purse, these savings seem to be spent on non-food items 

4. Challenge:- 

 providing assistance to needy households to ensure adequate diets without 
creating conditions in which they opt for inferior diets that are heavy on 
cereals 

 particular challenge is the rising rates of diabetes, high blood pressure and 
heart conditions because these diseases are exacerbated by excessive 
consumption of carbohydrates, amply available in cereals. 

5. Way forward: -  

 Cash transfers may be one way of dealing with this challenge. They would 
allow households to invest in better diets without circumscribing what they 
consume. 

 Current debates on Universal Basic Income tend to see it as an additional 
component of social safety nets. 
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GS:2—POLITY 

DNA 

profiling 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg1 Andhra Pradesh working on system to DNA-tag convicts) 

1. News: -The Andhra Pradesh government plans to bring in legislation that will 
allow the State police and investigating agencies to collect and store DNA 
samples in a centralised database. 

2. Reason: - centralised DNA database on convicts would help track repeat 
offenders in sexual assault and rape. 

3. Concern: - 

 Opposed on the ground that it violated privacy. 

 Another concern that the bill gave sweeping powers to government to mine the 
database and use it for purposes beyond just solving crime. 

4. Background:- 
The Centre’s Human DNA Profiling Bill, 2015, was prepared by the Department of 

Biotechnology and the Hyderabad-based Centre for DNA-Fingerprinting and Diagnostics 

but is yet to be cleared by the Union Cabinet. 

5. Benefit: - officials curently rely on “extremely expensive technology” and a 
database would reduce the cost. 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 

Changes  

in NPS 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg NPS subscribers can prematurely withdraw 25% of corpus tax-

free) 

1. Changes: - 

 Allow its members to withdraw up to 25% of their accumulated corpus before 
retirement without tax. 

 Self-employed individuals have also been allowed to invest up to 20% of their 
income into the NPS as opposed to 10% earlier. 

 

GS:2—IR 

H-1B 

Visa 

issue 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 H-1B visa in the spotlight) 

1. changes to the H-1B non-immigrant visa programme : - 

 Raise the salary eligibility for such visas to $130,000,  

 reverse the extensions granted by the Obama administration to the Optional 
Practical Training programme for foreign graduates in the U.S., and  

 institute a rigorous monitoring system for companies employing L-1 visa holders, 
intra-company transferees. 

2. Impact:- 

 It would cast on the bilateral relationship with New Delhi,  

 this visa crackdown in the making raises troubling questions for the U.S. tech sector 
and the broader economy as well. Any significant hike in the minimum salary levels 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/New-H-1B-Bill-in-U.S.-calls-for-doubling-minimum-pay/article17121687.ece


 

 

for the specialised jobs held by H-1B visa recipients will hit not only Indian IT firms 
but also the tech titans of Silicon Valley, including Microsoft, Google and Facebook. 
This will inflict pain on the U.S. economy. 

 numerous U.S. firms will struggle to fill mid-level jobs with qualified Americans. 

 If IT companies within this group are impacted by onerous new restrictions, they 
would likely prefer to entirely offshore their operations to India. Ironically, that 
could lead to job losses for American workers. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 Neither transparent nor accountable) 

1. Context: -The ceiling of ₹2,000 on cash donation by any individual to a party, slashed 
from the existing ₹20,000. 

2. Analysis: - 

 This proposal is doomed to fail, not because it do not go far enough but because it go 
in the wrong direction.  

 Unlikely to stop the disguising of huge, off-the-books cash donations from corporate 
houses and vested interests as small contributions from ordinary party workers and 
sympathisers. 

 The proposal does not disrupt the flow of illicit political donations but only channels 
it differently, and will not reduce the proportion of cash from unverifiable sources in 
the total donations received. 

3. Other issue:-The proposal to allow donors to purchase electoral bonds from banks 
against cheque and digital payments to be given to registered political parties for 
redemption, meant to cater to donors’ need to remain anonymous to rival political 
parties, hardly contributes to transparency. 

Indeed, donors should not enjoy any anonymity, before tax authorities or the general 

public. The absence of such anonymity, of course, will bring down the level of 

contributions from corporate houses and other entities to parties, not such a bad thing. 

4. The Budget makes it mandatory for political parties to file returns within a time limit, 
but in the absence of extreme penal provisions compliance is likely to be low. 

5. Conclusion: -Half-measures will not go even halfway in achieving the purpose of 
bringing about transparency and accountability in political donations. 

 

GS:2—IR 

India- 

china 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 A season to repair relations) 

1. The Chinese Ambassador to India, Luo Zhaohui put forward some suggestions for 
improvement of bilateral ties between China and India. 

Suggestions: - 

 suggested a ‘friendship and cooperation treaty’ 

 An FTA to boost bilateral relations. 

 Joining of hands on China’s One Belt, One Road (OBOR) initiative 

 approval for India to open a Trade Office in Lhasa in place of the old Consulate 
General that operated there till ’62 

2. anti-india policy by china: - 

 China’s obduracy on India’s Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) bid 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/budget/%E2%82%B92000-ceiling-for-cash-donation-to-parties/article17128219.ece


 

 

 Its incomprehensible stand on the listing of known terrorist-progenitor Masood 
Azhar under the U.N. Security Council’s 1267 Committee 

 The deployment of Chinese military and engineering assets in Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir and the development of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 

3. Anti china policy by India: - 
India’s Tibet policy is also being recalibrated, drawing conclusions from the Dalai Lama’s 

projected visit to Arunachal Pradesh and his being “seen at Rashtrapati Bhavan, sitting 

beside President Pranab Mukherjee”. 

4. Concern between boyh countries: - the border areas between the two countries 
have remained conflict-free, the Line of Actual Control continues to be subject to 
conflicting interpretations by both India and China 

5. Why china need india now? 
Trump’s phone call with the Taiwanese President, Tsai Ing-wen, before he took office; his 

proclaimed intention to impose punitive tariffs on Chinese goods; and the new U.S. 

Secretary of State’s thinly disguised threats against China’s building of artificial islands in the 

disputed areas in the South China Sea have all generated concern in Beijing. 

6. Analysis of the suggestions: - 

 A treaty of friendship and cooperation between the two countries recalls the 1954 
“Panchsheel” Agreement which essentially tied up the status of Tibet and outlined 
the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence that became empty words over the 
ensuing years as the relationship slid into conflict and then took years to revive. 
Hence, treaty of friendship and cooperation may only be an inventory of good 
intentions but not a transformative document. 

 The idea of an FTA is forward-looking. India has made a strong pitch for Chinese 
investments under Make in India in infrastructure development, solar energy and 
smart cities. Recent reports, however, also suggest security hurdles faced by 
Chinese firms seeking to invest in India. 

 An FTA that is comprehensive, covering goods and services, cross-border 
investment, R&D, standards and dispute resolution is the need of the hour. 

 With regard to CPEC,The Chinese have chosen to disregard the sovereignty issues 
surrounding the dispute between India and Pakistan over the State of J&K, despite 
the provisions of the 1963 China-Pakistan Boundary Agreement which conceded the 
disputed nature of the territory (in what Pakistan now calls Gilgit-Baltistan but what 
India claims as part of Jammu and Kashmir) covered under the agreement. This is a 
crucial reason for India’s reservations about OBOR. 
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GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 

Oil spill issue  

 

 

 

 

Source – The Hindu (pg10 Tarred by the oil spill) 

1. Issue: - The destruction caused to a significant part of the Chennai coastline 
from the oil spill that followed a collision between two ships is both tragic 
and ironic. 

2. Impact: - affecting marine life and livelihoods of coastal communities. 
3. Response of the port:- 

It is apparent that the first response to the Chennai collision involving an LPG 

tanker and the fuel carrier off the Kamarajar Port was seriously deficient. The port 

initially denied any significant environmental damage from oil, but as the scale of 

the disaster began to unfold, and a large number of dead turtles and fish were 

washed ashore, it became obvious that the spill had not been quickly contained. 

Analysis of the response:- 

a. Such failure calls into question the efficacy of the National Oil Spill Disaster 

Contingency Plan that is updated periodically for all stakeholders, notably ports, 

under the leadership of the Coast Guard. 

b. Obfuscation of facts after an oil spill is counterproductive, since the impact is 

prolonged; moreover, it could erode the confidence of the international 

community in the country’s ability to fulfill its commitments within the UN 

system to protect marine life and biodiversity. Failure to safeguard marine turtle 

and bird habitats, for example, is a clear violation of the provisions of the 

Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals, and its 

specific memorandum on the Indian Ocean-Southeast Asian region to which 

India is a signatory.  

4. Need of the hour:- 

 An independent inquiry is vital to determine whether the training and 
acquisition of equipment to handle such accidents for all agencies passed 
muster.  

Moreover, pollution response equipment for all major ports and 26 non-major 

ports is funded to the extent of 50% by the Centre, casting a responsibility on 

ports to contribute the other half and build the capabilities to handle disasters. 

 Above incidence underscores the importance of timely advice from 
agencies such as the Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services, 
which is mandated to forecast the course of an oil spill. 

5. Other reason for oil pollution: - Considerable oil pollution is caused not 
just by catastrophes but through the discharge of ballast, sludge and water 
used for the cleaning of tanks. 

6. Concern regarding oil removal method: - the efficacy of chemical 
dispersants to degrade oil at sea remains controversial. 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/Petrol-tanker-ship-collides-with-LPG-tanker-outside-Kamarajar-port-in-Ennore/article17107736.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/Chennai-oil-spill-dooms-turtles/article17113513.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/Chennai-oil-spill-dooms-turtles/article17113513.ece


 

 

 

GS:1—HISTORY 

Prehistoric art  

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg1 A 21st century find spotlights prehistoric rock art) 

1. News: - an equally important prehistoric rock art site has been spotted in 
the foothills of the Ambukuthi hills — in the same village located in Sulthan 
Bathery taluk of Kerala’s Wayanad district. 

2. Earlier discovery: -some 123 years back, Edakkal Caves and their Neolithic 
petroglyphs were discovered in wayanad district. 

3. Features: - 

 Petroglyphs [carvings] and petrographs [drawings, paintings] are commonly 
found in rock shelters but in Ambukuthi they are being discovered on some 
granite blocks that are independently located.  

 The rock engravings are very similar to the Edakkal and Thovary 
petroglyphs. 

 Both in Thovari and in the Ambukuthi valley, there are no human or animal 
figures in motion as seen in the Edakkal caves.  

 Like in Thovari, Ambukuthi valley engravings are abstract and made of thick 
long lines. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

Manipur 

issue 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg1 Substantial progress in Manipur tripartite talks) 

1. News: -The Manipur government conceded to the UNC’s demand to partially 
roll back its decision to create seven new districts. 

2. Background: -The Union Home Ministry, which held tripartite talks with the 
UNC and the Manipur government to find a solution to the ongoing blockade 
of two national highways. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

The 

Citizenship 

Amendment 

Bill 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg12 Can’t compare U.S. vetting order with Indian Bill: 

Satyapal Singh) 

1. The U.S. President’s executive order on “extreme vetting” of visitors from 
seven countries to the United States had different connotions than the 
Citizenship Amendment Bill. 

U.S. President’s executive order the Citizenship Amendment Bill 

The U.S. order is to prevent people who 

the administration feels will possibly 

indulge in radical terror activities to 

enter the country, and has more to do 

with public order and security. 

Bill aims to give succour to those 

persecuted on religious grounds. There 

are many cases of religious persecution 

and people fleeing to India and it has to 

be taken into account. 

2. About bill: - 



 

 

 Under the Citizenship Act of 1955, an applicant for citizenship requires to 
have resided in India for the last 12 months and for 11 years. 

 The Amendment Bill relaxes this 11-year requirement to six years for persons 
who are Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and Christians fleeing religious 
persecution from Afghanistan, Pakistan and Bangladesh. 

3. Why bill opposed? 
It violated Article 14 of the Constitution, that guaranteed equal treatment under the 

law to all citizens. The exclusion of people following Islam from this list of relaxed 

terms is considered a direct violation of that Fundamental Right. 

 

 

 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

Ship recycle 

industry 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg16 Centre spurns Gujarat’s plea to end duty on scrap-ship 

imports) 

1. News: - The Centre has rejected a demand from Gujarat, which leads in ship 
re-cycling, to give an impetus to the sector by abolishing the 2.5% Basic 
Customs Duty (BCD) levied on ships imported for scrap. 

2. Reason for rejection: - such a move will, among other things, harm primary 
manufacturers of iron and steel because items obtained from the scrap 
generated from breaking up of ships will compete with the products 
manufactured by them. 

3. Why the state govt. demanded elimination of 2.5% elimination? 
As India’s major ship breaking industry competitors such as China and Pakistan do 

not impose any customs duty on scrap for ship breaking industries. 

4. Current situation:- 

 India accounted for around 35% share globally in 2014 in ship recycling — 
the main method of disposal of old ships — in terms of tonnage of ship. 

 Within India, Gujarat is the leader in the labour-intensive segment as over 
90% of ship recycling in India takes place at Alang-Sosiya Ship Recycling 
Yard. 

5. Benefit of the ship recycling industry:-  

 the ship recycling sector fulfils about 2% of the country’s steel demand,  

 Save substantial amount of natural resources (as it helps reduce the need 
for iron ore mining),  

 Foreign currency requirement (as it leads to a decrease in imports of iron 
ore and steel)  

 Reduction in the carbon footprint. 
6. Challenges for ship recycle industry:- 

 rupee depreciation and high volatility against the U.S. dollar leading to ship 
breakers postponing their purchases (imports of old ships),  

 lower increase in steel prices in India 

  Competition from countries such as China, Pakistan and Bangladesh. 



 

 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

Budget  

analysis 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg16 Reformist Budget unveiled) 

1. Features of the budget: - 

 Adhering to the path of fiscal prudence. 

Analysis: - Government’s commitment to sound macroeconomic management 

even when the situation calls for enhanced public spending. 

 The high emphasis on infrastructure through big increase in government 
expenditure, particularly transport facilities and affordable housing. 

Analysis: - it would kick-start a new cycle of investment in downstream sectors. 

 Reduction of corporate tax for companies with less than Rs. 50 crore 
turnover. 

Analysis: - boost their competitiveness and encourage more job creation. 

 The higher allocation for rural and agricultural sectors, as also halving of tax 
rates at the lower end. 

Analysis: - Consumer demand can be expected to increase. 

 step towards public asset monetisation with airport land in tier 2 cities, 
where the proceeds can be used for upgradation of airports. 

 abolition of FIPB and listing of public sector enterprises. 

Analysis: - The FIPB was rendered redundant after continued liberalisation of FDI 

regime, and the Finance Minister has promised further opening up to foreign 

investments. 

 Demonetisation goes a step further with the stress on digitalisation and 
formalisation of the economy. 

Analysis: - it will have benefits for tax revenue and a better investment climate 

over the longer term. 

 The Budget has also come out with an innovative electoral bond to clean up 
political funding. 

 the inclusion of leather and footwear for promotional attention at par with 
the apparel sector. 

Analysis:- create employment. 

 The Budget crucially reassures investors that the strategic direction of the 
economy will remain on course. 

2. Limitation of the budget: - 
Introduction of 10% surcharge on the incomes between Rs. 50 lakh and Rs. 1 crore. 

This is not in the spirit of rewarding the honest taxpayer. 

3. Conclusion: - The need of the hour is to revitalise the critical drivers of 
growth of private consumption and investment, boost employment 
generation, create new infrastructure and stabilise the economy at a time of 
global turmoil. 

 



 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian Express (pg Trade, Transit, Peace) 

1. News: - chief minister of J&K Mehbooba Mufti had proposed the opening of a 
new trade route. 

2. Benefit: - 

 The trade route will negate regional conflict.  

 The route would connect diverse communities now suffering under the long-
simmering India-Pakistan conflict.  

 connecting South Asia with Central Asia. 
3. Current situation: - 

 A hostile Pakistan has stood between India and its potential trade partners in 
Central Asia.  

 The roads that once linked the two are now corridors of conflict: Pakistan is 
fighting with itself, instead of terrorists, along the Chaman and Khyber Pass 
posts.  

 Trade that passes through is mostly heroin from poppy grown in Afghanistan.  

 Pakistan sees India’s hand in its trouble with Afghanistan. 

  India sees threats from the trade corridor China is building in Pakistan.  

 It exited the Iranian gas pipeline because it couldn’t trust Pakistan as the transit 
state.  

 It seems trade threatens war instead of spreading peace where economies 
can’t grow on their own. 

4. Challenge to the route: - the twin extremisms of Islamist and Hindutva impulse, 
both powered by non-state actors and both allied with deep-state players. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

Electoral 

bond  

 

 

Source—The Economics Times (pg8 Don’t legitimise opaque poll funds) 

1. Context: - To let donors buy so-called electoral bonds that can be redeemed only 
in the account of a political party from banks and donate them to the party of 
their choice. 

2. Issues: 

 Issue 1:-Instead of advancing transparency, the bond gives legitimacy to opaque 
contributions to political parties, trashing the present norm that parties must 
maintain a list of all donors who contribute any sum larger than Rs 20,000. This 
denies citizens the right to know who funds parties. 

 Issue2: - The identity of bond buyers and parties redeeming them will be known 
to the banks issuing them, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and — presumably — 
the ruling government of the day. This leaves the mechanism open to abuse by 
incumbent parties. 

 Issue3: - In a democracy, the fundamental point of campaign finance reform is to 
let every voter know the identities of big political funders, and their interest in 
doing so. Poll bonds do the exact opposite. 

3. Need of the hour: - The starting point of the reform we need is to get a handle 
on realistic spending by any party. Things might work better if the Election 
Commission scrapped its impractical spending limit and, instead, made it 
compulsory for each party and candidate to reveal spending at each level, 
starting from the polling booth. These numbers should be open to challenge by 



 

 

rivals, the media and watchdog bodies. The EC can then finalise actual spending, 
and ask parties to reveal from whom all they received this money. This might still 
leave some political funding unaccounted, but would still mark a huge 
improvement over the current state of affairs. At any rate, policy should not 
valorise opaque political funding. 
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GS:2—IR 

 

WTO 

issue 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg15 E-commerce in focus during Azevêdo’s visit) 

1. Talks on the proposed global rules on e-commerce are likely to take centre stage 
during the World Trade Organisation (WTO) 

2. India’s stand: -  

 India has been opposing attempts, mainly by the rich nations, to incorporate what it 
calls, ‘new issues’ such as e-commerce and investment in the ongoing Doha Round 
talks of the WTO on the grounds that it would lead to the ‘dilution’ of the 
‘development agenda’ (that is to improve the trading prospects of developing 
countries) of the negotiations. 

 these topics cannot be made part of the formal agenda of WTO negotiations without 
consensus among all the WTO member nations. 

 India’s e-commerce policy is not yet evolved for it to take a stand regarding a global 
e-commerce pact, they said, adding that there were differences between ministries 
on issues such as ‘data localisation. 
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GS:2—HEALTH 

Communicable  

diseases 

 

 

 

  

Source—The Hindu (pg10 Targeting old scourges) 

1. News: - The Union Budget set new elimination targets for some 
major communicable diseases such as tuberculosis, kala-azar 
(leishmaniasis), filariasis, leprosy and measles. 

2. Tuberculosis:- 

Current situation: -India has a higher burden of new patients with TB 

than estimated earlier — 2.8 million in 2015 compared to 2.2 million in 

the previous year, a quarter of the world’s cases. 

Challenges:- The World Health Organisation has been pointing to the lack 

of integration of private practitioners with the national mission on 

tuberculosis for guaranteed access to drugs, and lack of continuous 

monitoring of such patients 

Way forward:- 

 moving away from the flawed policies of the past 

 Improved capabilities in the health system to meet the daily 
drugs requirement and a feeling of ownership at the State level.  

3. Leprosy  

Background: - govt. of India announced at the end of 2005 that it had 

eliminated it as a public health problem, based on a rate of less than one 

person in 10,000 having it. 

Current situation:- 

 In eastern India, it exceeded the accepted prevalence rate. 

 There were 1,02,178 leprosy cases on record as of September 
2016. 

Challenge:- 

 Detecting new cases early and preventing them from progressing 
to disability-inducing grade two level is crucial. 

 Rehabilitation of patients is also a weak spot. 

4. Kala-azar 

Current situation: - most of the cases are underreported and mainly 

confined to Bihar and Jharkhand. 

caused by a protozoal parasite with no animal reservoir 

way ahead:-control of the vector, the sand fly, holds the key 

5. Filariasis 

Way forward: - If good medical protocol is pursued, filariasis can be 

removed. 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/budget/Highlights-of-Union-Budget-2017-18/article17127298.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/open-page/India%E2%80%99s-tuberculosis-challenge/article14179893.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/open-page/India%E2%80%99s-tuberculosis-challenge/article14179893.ece


 

 

Challenge: - Rehabilitation programmes for these diseases require more 

resources and policy support. 
 

 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 

 

Oil spill 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 Return to a dangerous normal) 

1. Context: Two ships collided off Kamarajar Port Limited’s (KPL) harbour in 

Ennore.  
2. Issue: 
 The consequent oil spill, the disaster that is unfolding in the name of 

containment and remediation, and the hurry to declare the clean-up 
operation complete raises questions. 

 after the accident, there is no clarity on the quantity and nature of the 
material that spilled 

 Governance deficit 
 Denial, downplaying and buck-passing are standard disaster response 

protocol that have stood the test of time from Bhopal to Kodaikanal to 
the Chennai floods 

 The Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board and the Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change, who have made a virtue of 
gutting environmental due diligence to expedite project approvals and 
ease the doing of business, are yet to utter a word about the spill. 

 No advisories on the toxicity of the spilled material have been issued 
 No prosecution has been launched for violation of environmental laws 

by various agents 
 Despite the visibly oil-coated coastline, the Coast Guard, KPL and 

various ministers have sought to underplay the disaster by referring to 
the spill as minor or a non-incident, and its environmental effects as 
negligible, nil or temporary 

 The Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services’ computer 
model on the first day of the spill estimated that for a 20-tonne spill at 
this time of the year at Ennore, more than 60% would be beached by 
the end of the ninth day. What has been removed is the weathered oil 
and sludge from the nearshore sea and the accessible parts of the 
intertidal area. The rocks remain covered with oil, and the gaps 
between rocks filled with toxic oily residues 

3. State and youth role: This nonchalance towards a toxic, inflammable 

chemical cocktail has emboldened the state to deploy untrained, bucket-
wielding student volunteers, fishermen and conservancy workers to 
handle toxic oil with inadequate protective gear 

Impact on youth’s health: An oil spill clean-up is a hazardous waste 

remediation exercise. Petroleum oils are complex mixtures of chemicals that 

are toxic, bioaccumulative and persistent in the environment. Some, like 

benzene, are known human carcinogens. They enter the body through 

inhalation, ingestion and the skin 

4. Way ahead: 

 Ending the clean-up should not be determined by the stamina of the 
executing agency, but by the results of post-remediation assessments. 

Case study: In 1996, Union Carbide handed over its factory to the Madhya 

Pradesh government stating that the clean-up was complete. Twenty years 



 

 

later, the site remains contaminated and begging for a real clean-up. In Ennore 

too, the Coast Guard has been threatening to complete the clean-up in a 

couple of days — less than 10 days from when it commenced. 

 This governance deficit needs to be fixed if we are to avert the death of 
our life-support systems through the slow-motion disaster of day-to-day 
pollution or shock incidents like oil spills. 

5. State of Ennore Creek 
 Chennai’s seas and the Ennore Creek were in a state of crisis prior to the 

spill 
 The spill is the latest in a series of insults on the estuarine and marine 

habitats 
 KPL — a key agent in the unfolding drama — is dumping dredged sand 

onto salt pans that are part of the Ennore wetlands 
 The petrochemical industries in Manali are discharging tonnes of oily 

chemical effluents into the creek and the sea 
 The power plants in the area are discharging their coal ash and hot waste 

water into the wetlands 
 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

Tax reform 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg15 Employees to pay tax on gifts worth more than Rs.50,000) 

1. Context: The Finance Bill 2017 has introduced an amendment to Section 
56 of the Income Tax Act, which delineates the tax treatment meted out to 
‘income from other sources 

2. Tax on gift: Company employees receiving large largesse, whether from 
the company itself or from somebody else, will now have to pay tax if the 
gift is valued at more than ₹50,000 

3. Reason: - There is a need to continuously update the provisions of the 

Income Tax Act since people are always looking for ways to bypass and 
evade tax 

 

GS:3—SECURITY 

 

Terrorism 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg12 UN seeks India’s nominee for anti-terror panel) 

1. News: India has been asked to send the name of its nominee for inclusion in 
a global team to assist a United Nations committee which decides on 
banning terror outfits and their leaders 

2. The nominations have been sought from qualified individuals to serve on the 
‘Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team’ in support of the 
important ‘1267/1989/2253 ISIL (Da’esh) and Al-Qaeda Sanctions 
Committee’. 

 

GS:2—IR 

Ganga 

basin 

project 

Source—The Hindu (pg12 Delhi, Dhaka push Ganga basin project) 

1. News: - Bangladesh and India have held talks on the Ganga basin development 

project after dialogue on the Teesta water sharing agreement slowed down. 
2. Benefits:- 



 

 

 

 

 

 Ganga basin development project will help agriculture and river navigation and 
revive the river economy 

 Joint dredging and development activities in the basin area are also part of the 
project 

 The proposed barrage would provide a solution to aridity in the Bangladeshi 
territory that Dhaka blames on the Farakka barrage in India. Once completed, 
the Ganga barrage can hold water for the lower riparian system in the lean 
season. 

 

GS:2—HEALTH 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg8 Tribe offers clues to hidden wonders of medicinal plant) 

1. NEWS: - A medicinal plant, Neurocalyx calycinus used by the Cholanaickan 

tribe,  endemic to the southern parts of Western Ghats and Sri Lanka 
found by scientists at the Jawaharlal Nehru Tropical Botanic Garden and 
Research Institute (JNTBGRI). 

2. Benefits: - 

 It could offer scientists the key to new herbal formulations and modern drugs for 
the treatment of cancer and wounds and burns 

 Have the multiple therapeutic properties to treat inflammations and wounds. 
3. About tribe: - This tribe is one of the particularly vulnerable groups in Kerala. 

 

GS:3—SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

Space 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg In ISRO’s launch of 104 satellites next week, 88 will be from U.S.) 

1. The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) will sends 104 satellites into 
orbit on its PSLV-C37 rocket. 

2. The PSLV will carry a main remote-sensing satellite in the Cartosat-2 series and 
two small spacecraft, all for ISRO, and 101 small foreign commercial satellites. 
Only three of them are Indian satellites.  

3. Achievement for india: No space agency has launched such a large number of 
satellites in a single flight so far. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

 

 

 

 

Source--  The Hindu (pg1 Now, Aadhaar made mandatory for scholarship schemes) 

1. Context: -The Cabinet Secretariat’s directive in November, asking all the 
Ministries to issue notification under Section 7 of the Aadhaar Act, 2016, which 
makes the use of Aadhaar “an identifier for delivery of various subsidies or 
benefits or schemes” to beneficiaries. 

2. Issue: The Human Resource Development (HRD) Ministry has expressed 
concern over the Centre’s push to link the Aadhaar number with subsidy 
schemes related to school education 

3. Background: The proposed notification to link two centrally sponsored student 
scholarship schemes – to promote enrolment of girl child and economically 
weaker sections in schools – with Aadhaar has been put on hold after the 
Supreme Court stayed the mandatory use of Aadhaar in one of the scholarship 
schemes of West Bengal in September. 

 



 

 

GS:2—EDUCATION 

Class 

X 

board  

 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian Express (And children pay the price) 

1. Issue: - high school education; The Central Board of Secondary Education 

(CBSE) has now decided to make the Class X board exam compulsory once 
again 

2. Background: - 

 Reform in secondary education became the focus of policymakers soon after 
Independence 

 Reason: 10-year schooling to be short for a serious engagement with college 
education 

 In the mid-1960s, the Kothari Commission had hoped that the final two years in 
a 12-year model will provide a viable option of vocational courses 

3. Concern: The only change that occurred was that instead of one, students had to 

face two public exams before proceeding to college. Both exams caused great 
stress. 

4. Effect of Board exams: 
 In the colonial era, board exams had begun to dominate and shape the 

teachers’ sense of purpose and pedagogic practice 
 The board exam had become a cultural institution, a test of endurance — of the 

capacity to cope with intense stress 
 Popular faith in the integrity of the examination system remained largely intact 

despite common experience and evidence that the system was neither just nor 
foolproof 

 Despite the criticism it faced in policy documents, the system retained its 
legitimacy 

 The main point of criticism was that board exams mainly test the ability to 
memorise 

 Efforts to reform the system attained only marginal success 
5. Status of class X exam: 
 Its main utility was that the high school “pass” certificate carried the student’s 

date of birth 
 Structurally, the Class X exam helped to keep the transition rate low by 

eliminating a huge proportion of students — in many states, the majority — by 
“failing” them 

6. Introduction of class X board exam: 

 As for RTE’s stipulation that CCE should replace an annual exam in elementary 
classes, political consensus to rescind it by revising the RTE is reportedly 
growing 

 In both cases, the main argument being given for reversal of reforms is that 
children don’t feel motivated to work hard when there is no fear of failure 

 Restoration of the Class X board exam is also being justified on the ground that 
the state boards did not make it optional — that is only the CBSE made it 
optional, hence there was a problem of parity 

7. Argument against class X board: 

 Neither of the two arguments can bear scrutiny 
 If the fear of failure is all that motivates children, surely it is a symptom of poor 

quality teaching 
 The way forward lies in improving pedagogy by reforming teacher training 
 The decision to make the Class X board exam optional was intended to 

encourage improvement in school-based exams 
 Class X is not the terminal year of schooling as it once was, so there is no harm 

in giving children the option to avoid one board exam, especially if they are not 
planning to shift to a different school 



 

 

 Yet another argument supporting the CBSE’s reversal is that the Class X board 
exam serves as a rehearsal for the Class XII board exam. If an exam system 
demands a rehearsal, surely it is not serving a pedagogic purpose 

 A public exam is, by definition, narrow in its focus as it attempts to place 
thousands of pupils on one platform 

 No individual qualities can be assessed in such mass evaluation 
 Nor can the results of such a mass test be regarded as reliable and fair. 
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GS:2—IR 

Sanction 

On Iran 

By U.S. 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 Perilous U-turn on Iran) 

1. Context: -A set of new sanctions imposed on Iran by the United States. 
2. Timeline: - 

 Bilateral relations were particularly hostile during the presidency of George W. 
Bush, who had threatened military action over Iran’s nuclear programme. 

 Barack Obama took a different line and finally clinched the nuclear deal last 
year. 

The U.S. and other world powers took years to find a common ground with Iran, 

which prevented the country from acquiring nuclear weapons in return for removal 

of international sanctions. 

 Trump administration again supporting the policy of containment wrt Iran 
3. Analysis of US- IRAN relation during obama: - The U.S. and Iran cooperated 

on the battleground in Iraq against the Islamic State. 
4. Impact of the sanction: - 

 Disturbance in west Asia. 

 Restore the bipolar balance between Saudi Arabia and Israel, the U.S.’s 
strongest allies in West Asia. 

5. Current Situation of Iran:- Iran, unlike the Iraq of 2003, is a strong regional 
power whose influence runs from Iraq and Syria to Lebanon and Yemen. Any 
meaningful effort to stabilise West Asia calls for Iran’s cooperation, not 
hostility. 

6. Current situation in west asia:- Destabilisation in West Asia is the ongoing cold 
war between Saudi Arabia and Iran. Targeting Iran by siding with the Saudis 
would only prompt Tehran to step up its activities in other countries through 
the “Shia corridor”. Finally, the world, including the U.S., needs Iran’s 
cooperation to fight the Islamic State, particularly in Iraq, where Iranian-
controlled Shia militias played a key role in liberating cities. If Mr. Trump 
ignores these realities, he runs the risk of making West Asia even more chaotic 
than it is. 

 

GS:2—IR 

India-U.S 

changing 

dynamics 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 What ‘America First’ means for India) 

1. Introduction: -Many policymakers and observers in Washington DC see India-
U.S. relations as a case of American generosity. Hence, a section of the U.S. 
establishment has always argued for extracting more in return from India. 

2. U.S. changing foreign policy: - 

 It has two parts — the transactional and the ideological. 

 The transactional means that all international relations are based on give and 
take, that there is something to be gained or lost from each individual 
interaction with a global partner. Hence, there is no larger moral goal to be 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/US-imposes-new-sanctions-on-Iran/article17192140.ece


 

 

 pursued, such as promotion of democracy, free market or human rights, slogans 
that explained, justified or even disguised American involvement with the world 
for several decades now. 

 The ideological foreign policy of trump administration sees the world as one in 
which Islam is threatening the existence of the Judeo-Christian civilization. So 
there are alliances to be built and wars to be fought to secure the survival of the 
U.S. and Israel, of Christianity and Judaism, which he believes are threatened by 
Islamist terror. 

3. Possible friction between India and USA:- 

 At the ideological level, the defeat of Islamism could be a common ground 
between Mr. Trump and Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who too has both 
ideological and pragmatic streaks. But a likely point of ideological friction could 
be the Modi government’s continuing crackdown on U.S.-based Christian 
charities operating in India. 

 Dealing with Mr. Trump’s transactional mode could pose another set of 
challenges. Both Mr. Modi and Mr. Trump have pivoted their politics on a hybrid 
of religious identity and the promise of economic betterment, defined more 
precisely as job creation. But they could be competing for the same thing here 

The growth of bilateral cooperation in recent decades has involved a movement of 

U.S. jobs to India, and of Indian workers to the U.S. 

4. Possible areas of co-operation in trump era: -Bilateral cooperation continues on 
autopilot in numerous areas such as cyber security, intelligence sharing, space, 
disease control, maritime surveillance, agriculture, education and climate 
change 

5. Less impact of H-1B visa over India:- 
In recent years, partly in response to the political resistance to offshoring of services in 

the U.S., Indian companies have increasingly hired Americans in their local workforce. So 

a crackdown on H-1B visas may not necessarily affect such companies, which will be able 

to function by hiring Americans in America to support the bulk of the operations that are 

in India 

Concern:- Anti-H-1B campaigners have changed their focus, to the business model, 

and away from the guest workers. 

6. Possibility of enhanced Defence co-operation:- 

 The Trump administration will be willing to carry forward the ongoing 
cooperation between the two countries in defence. 

 The Obama administration has all but cleared the sale of 22 Guardian unarmed 
drones to be used for maritime domain awareness, and the new administration 
is likely to complete the process 

 The Trump administration is also willing to go a step further and favourably look 
at India’s pending request for Avenger armed drones 

 After being designated a major defence partner by the Obama administration, 
India’s requests for high technology are now considered with a ‘presumption of 
approval’ as opposed to ‘presumption of denial’ 

7. U.S expectation from India:-  

 Demand 1:-Trump might want India to openly partner with, or even be frontline 
in tackling, China. Admiral Harry Harris, the U.S. Pacific Command (USPACOM) 
chief, reiterated a long pending demand that India sign the COMCASA 
(Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement) that would enhance 



 

 

joint surveillance of Chinese vessels. 

 Demand 2:- India’s consistent demand that the U.S. bring more pressure on 
Pakistan to take action against terrorist groups could be met with another 
demand from the Trump team — for Indian troops on the ground in 
Afghanistan. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg11 Rewiring the WTO) 

1. Issue: - WTO has become virtually irrelevant during the 10th Ministerial Conference 
of the organisation, in Nairobi in 2015. The conference ended without a decision on 
the most important area of work of WTO members — the Doha Round negotiations. 

Negotiations were mandated by the Doha ministerial conference in 2001 to review extant 

trade rules in order to make the WTO more responsive to the needs of the majority of its 

membership — the developing countries. 

2. Concern area: -The developing world has largely been questioning the relevance of 
the WTO for some years now, when the richer nations gained the upper hand in 
setting the priorities for the organization. As a result, the efforts of the developing 
countries to amend several important agreements and to make them more 
responsive to their development needs have been seriously undermined. Similarly, 
issues of critical concern to the least developed countries, especially their inability to 
increase their presence in the global markets, have also been put on the backburner. 

3. Issues raised by developing countries: - The skewed rules in the areas of agriculture 
and IPR have been flagged by the developing countries. 

This issue arose after questions were raised as to whether public stockholding of food, 

which is at the heart of India’s Public Distribution System (PDS), meets the WTO disciplines 

on agricultural subsidies. 

WTO stand: -In agriculture, WTO rules have been loaded in favour of the developed 

countries, while the interests of small farmers have almost been completely ignored. 

India stand: -India countered the viewpoints of the countries questioning its PDS, an 

understanding was reached where even if India breached agricultural subsidies’ disciplines 

to meet its food security needs, no penal action would be taken against it through what is 

commonly called a “peace clause”. But India’s insistence that there should be a 

permanent solution to the problem of public stockholding for food security purposes has 

been met with deafening silence. 

4. Another issue:- Trade facilitation was not exactly an area that excited the developing 
countries for their shares in global trade are at very low levels. 

Trade facilitation was favoured by developed countries. Hence, despite their initial 

opposition, the developing countries eventually accepted the Agreement on Trade 

Facilitation at the end of the Bali Ministerial Conference in 2013. 

5. New agenda’s on Table: - 

 In the run-up to the 11th Ministerial Conference to be held in Buenos Aires in 



 

 

December 2017, ground is being prepared by the major economies for another 
exercise. The issues that have been identified for inclusion in the WTO are electronic 
commerce and investment. 

 Their inclusion has been supported by the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) 
and the B-20 (Business 20, representing the business groups of G-20 countries). i.e. 
developed countries. 

 Threat to MSME: -The proposal argues that an effective e-commerce environment 
would level the playing field between large and small businesses, thus enabling the 
latter to overcome the hurdles in accessing markets. 

 The ICC-B-20 have proposed that the “package” should also provide capacity 
building resources to the developing economies, “including targeted assistance to 
ensure that MSMEs can get online and expand their business through e-
commerce” 

 This approach is similar to the Trade Facilitation Agreement Facility, the window 
for supporting developing and least-developed countries to implement the Trade 
Facilitation Agreement 

 However, the biggest challenge for the WTO is to garner financial resources, since 
it does not have a financing arm 

 It is quite clear that the inclusion of e-commerce and investment in the WTO 
would further drive the wedge between the rich and the poor nations. 
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Source-- The Hindu (pg14 Rohingya refugees to be relocated on remote island) 

1. Issue: Bangladeshi authorities have decided to relocate thousands of Myanmar 
refugees to a thinly populated island in the Bay of Bengal 

2. Reason: To avoid adverse socioeconomic impacts in the mainland 
3. Rohingya refugees to be relocated on remote island because it’s a flood prone area. 
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Source –The Hindu (pg10 Testing times on NEET) 

1. Context: -The T.N. State has taken the legislative route to grant itself exemption 
from the National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test (NEET), a uniform examination 
that will decide admission to medical courses all over the country. 

About the bill passed by T.N.: -The two Bills passed by the State Assembly seek to 

retain its present admission system for under-graduate and post-graduate medical 

courses based on marks obtained by students in their higher secondary school 

examination. 

It is mandatory that the bill require the President’s assent as the union govt. has 

already a law in place; else they would be repugnant to the provisions of the Indian 

Medical Council Act and the Dentists Act that prescribe the entrance test. 

2. Reason for passing the bill: T.N. argues that NEET would be traumatic for both 
parents and children, as it would be based on a syllabus different from the one 
taught in schools under the board for higher secondary education. The fear is 
that NEET would be insurmountable for students from rural areas and under-
privileged backgrounds and those who cannot afford coaching centres. Its 
concern that urban students, especially those from streams such as the CBSE, 
would dominate admissions under NEET cannot be dismissed easily. 

3. Background: - 

 Regulations introducing NEET were struck down by a three-judge Bench of the 
Supreme Court in 2013 by a two-one majority.  

 Last year, a five-judge Bench recalled the verdict and NEET was back in place.  

 Students all over the country were gripped by anxiety and tension following the 
sudden change in the admission method. The Centre promulgated an ordinance 
to grant relief for under-graduate medical admissions in 2016, but no such 
protection is available this year. 

4. Need of the hour:-the need for a balance between fair and transparent 
admission system to curb rampant commercialisation of medical education and 
the socio-economic goals of the State, which is worried about producing enough 
committed doctors ready to serve in rural areas. 

5. Conclusion: -Normally it is the political leadership, and not the courts, that 
should harmonise such differences and evolve a viable admission policy. At the 
same time, States cannot remain forever insulated from the need to upgrade 
educational standards. It may be easy to advise the courts to keep out of the 
policy domain, but a more difficult task is for institutions in the government and 
the private sector to maintain standards and pass the court’s triple test of 
fairness, transparency and freedom from exploitation. 

× 
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Source—The Hindu (pg 11 Looking towards Africa) 

1. Context:-Africa as a continent of hope, promise and vast potential. 

Prerequisite is building on those strengths and establishing a higher platform of 

cooperation between the United Nations and the leaders and people of Africa. This is 

essential to advancing inclusive and sustainable development and deepening 

cooperation for peace and security. 

2. Africa’s contribution at world level: - 

 Africa provides the majority of UN peacekeepers around the world.  

 African nations are among the world’s largest and most generous hosts of 
refugees.  

 Africa includes some of the world’s fastest growing economies. 
3. Africa’s capability: - The recent resolution of the political crisis in the Gambia 

once again demonstrated the power of African leadership and unity to overcome 
governance challenges and uphold democracy, human rights and the rule of law. 

4. Africa’s action plan: - Africa has adopted its own complementary and ambitious 
plan: Agenda 2063. For the people of Africa to fully benefit from th above efforts, 
the the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Developmenttwo agendas need to be 
strategically aligned with agenda 2063. 

5. Africa’s sitution: -Most of today’s conflicts are internal, triggered by competition 
for power and resources, inequality, marginalisation and sectarian divides. Often, 
they are inflamed by violent extremism or provide the fuel for it. 

Need of the hour: -It starts with prevention. Our world needs to move from managing 

crises to preventing them in the first place. We need to break the cycle of responding 

too late and too little. 

But prevention goes far beyond focussing solely on conflict. The best means of 

prevention and the surest path to durable peace is inclusive and sustainable 

development. 

6. Wayahed: - 

 provide opportunities and hope to young people. More than three out of five 
Africans are under 35 years of age. Making the most of this tremendous asset 
means more investment in education, training, decent work, and engaging young 
people in shaping their future. 

 empower women so that they can play a full role in sustainable development 
and sustainable peace. 

 Quote: When we empower women, we empower the world. 
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Source—the Hindu (pg12 SC dismisses TN’s review plea on remission power) 

1. The Supreme Court dismissed a review petition filed by the Tamil Nadu 
government against a 2015 Constitution Bench judgment 

2. Background: 
 2015 judgement: A State government has no suo motu power to remit 

sentences of persons convicted under a Central law and cases 
investigated by a Central agency like the CBI 

http://www.civilsdaily.com/sc-dismisses-tns-review-plea-on-remission-power/#post-85096


 

 

  The verdict was based on a challenge by the Centre to Tamil Nadu’s move 
to remit the life sentence of seven convicts in the Rajiv Gandhi 
assassination case 

 The judgment had held that the Centre, and not the State government, 
would have “primacy” in deciding whether persons convicted in matters of 
the CBI or a Central agency should be released or not on remission 

3. As per the rule:  

 In Section 435 (2) of the Cr.PC, the word ‘consultation’ meant 
‘concurrence’ 

 This meant that the Tamil Nadu government should have got the prior 
consent of the Centre before issuing its February 19, 2014 order to remit 
the life sentence of seven convicts in the Rajiv Gandhi case. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg9 India takes first steps to have a policy on artificial life forms) 

1. News: The environment ministry will be convening a group of experts on 
biodiversity and biotechnology to assess the extent of synthetic biology 
work in Indian labs, potential benefits and risks, and the implications of the 
trans-boundary movement of such forms of life. 

2. There are assorted labs in India that work on synthetic biology and Indian 
students have, since the turn of the decade, been participating in 
international competitions to engineer new life forms using standardised 
biological tools 

3. No policy yet: Last December, officials from the environment ministry 
participated in the United Nations Biodiversity Conference of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) at Cancun, Mexico, where 
about 8,000 delegates from 180 countries convened to discuss matters 
related to biodiversity. 

4. India, so far, has no policy on synthetic biology, and according to a 
presentation made at the venue, it has promised to “put in place a Synthetic 
Biology Team for articulating India’s view” in a forthcoming edition of the 
conference. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

Alternate 

to FIPB 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg 15 Ministries, sectoral regulators to screen FDI proposals) 

1. Context: The Centre had, in the Budget 2017-18, proposed that the FIPB 
— which offered a single window clearance mechanism for FDI applications 
in sectors under the approval route – will be abolished in FY’18 

2. Development: The applications on foreign direct investment (FDI) in India 
in sectors under the approval route — considered by the inter-ministerial 
Foreign Investment Promotion Board (FIPB) will soon be taken up by the 
concerned ministries and sectoral regulators 

3. More than 92% of the FDI inflows are through the automatic route 
4. Maximum governance: In keeping in line with the government’s policy of 

maximum governance and minimum government, the FIPB has been 
abolished 

5. The whole idea is to make doing business in India easier 
6. Now that majority of the investments coming in are through the automatic 

route, a superfluous or an additional layer in the form of FIPB is not any 
longer required. 

 

http://www.civilsdaily.com/story/fdi-in-indian-economy/#post-85106
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Source—The Hindu (pg1 In a first, SC issues contempt notice against HC Judge 

Karnan) 

1. News: A 7-judge Bench of the seniormost judges of the SC issued contempt 

of court notice against sitting Calcutta HC judge C.S. Karnan 
2. Reason: For impeding justice administration and bringing discredit to the 

judicial institution of the country by writing scurrilous letters about sitting and 
retired judges. 

3. SC power to issue contempt notice: The SC as the apex judiciary is 
empowered under Articles 129 read with its extraordinary powers under 
Article 142 (2) to punish a member of the HC and subordinate judiciary for 
contempt. Hence, the power of the SC to punish for contempt was not 
confined to the Contempt of Courts Act. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg12 Cabinet nod for rural digital literacy programme) 

1. News: The Cabinet approved ‘Pradhan Mantri Gramin Digital Saksharta 

Abhiyan’ or PMGDISHA. 
2. Aim: To make six crore rural households digitally literate by march 2019. 
3. About programme: 
 As many as 25 lakh candidates will be trained in FY 2016-17, 275 lakh in FY 

2017-18 and 300 lakh candidates in FY 2018-19 
 Further, to ensure equitable geographical reach, each of the 250,000 gram 

panchayats in the country will be expected to register an average of 200-300 
candidates 

 The implementation of the scheme would be carried out under the overall 
supervision of Ministry of Electronics and IT in active collaboration with 
States/UTs through their designated state implementing agencies, District e-
Governance Society (DeGS), etc. 

4. Stats: As per the 71st NSSO Survey on Education 2014, only 6% of rural 

households have a computer, highlighting that more than 15 crore rural 
households do not have computers and a significant number of these 
households are likely to be digitally illiterate. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg15 RBI to set up in-house enforcement department) 

1. News: The Reserve Bank of India has decided to set up an enforcement 
department. 

2. purpose: 
 To develop a sound framework and process for enforcement action and to speed 

up regulatory compliance. 
 The department will mainly deal on the penalties imposed on banks for violation of 

norms 
3. Current status: the penalties are decided by the banking and non-banking 

supervision departments. 



 

 

 

 

GS:3—DISASTER MANAGEMENT 

Earth quake 

preparedness 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg9 Centre to install 150 quake sensors in Uttarakhand) 

1. News: India is looking to have more than six times the number of earthquake 
sensors in Uttarakhand to better understand the geology of the region and the 
evolution of Himalayan earthquakes 

2. Currently: There are only about 20 stations, maintained by different research 
agencies, that track earthquake activity. 

3. About uttrakhand region:  
 This is a region known to be seismically active because it lies at the junction of 

two tectonic plates — the Himalayan and the Eurasian Plate — pushing 
against each other. 

 Experts have long warned that a major quake in the Himalayan region is 
imminent because of the strain that has been building up over the centuries 
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Source—The Hindu (pg15 RBI to set up panel on strengthening cyber security) 

1. News: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided to set up an inter-disciplinary 

panel on cyber security based on the recommendations of the expert panel on 
information technology examination and cyber security headed by Meena 
Hemachandra 

2. Aim: To examine various threats and suggest measures to deal with it and thus 
strengthen cyber security system. 

3. Panel’s task:  
 To review the threats inherent in the existing or emerging technology on an ongoing 

basis 
 also study adoption of various security standards/protocols and also act as interface 

with stakeholders. 
 suggest appropriate policy interventions to strengthen cyber security and resilience. 
4. Cyber security concern:  

 In the biggest-ever breach of debit card data, as many as 32.14 lakh cards were 
compromised last year 

 641 customers across 19 banks were duped of Rs. 1.3 crore using stolen debit card 
data. 

 There are around 75 crore debit cards operational in India, of which 19 crore are 
indigenously developed by RuPay while the rest are Visa- and Master Card-
enabled. 

 Of the debit cards affected, about 26.5 lakh are on Visa and MasterCard platforms 
while 6,00,000 are on RuPay. The breach reportedly involved some 90 ATMs. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg12 Nod of judge not needed for transfer) 

1. Issue: In February 2016, as a Madras High Court judge, Justice Karnan stayed his own 

transfer order by Supreme Court and questioned the Chief Justice of India’s comment 
that the transfer was recommended for reasons of “better administration”. 

2. Concern/challenge: A plethora of Supreme Court decisions deals with the procedure 

and philosophy behind judges’ transfer policy. Therefore, question arises whether prior 
consent of a High Court judge is necessary before transferring him or her from one 



 

 

 

 

 

High Court to another. 
Previous judgement as well as constitutional provision: 

 Article 222 (1) of the Constitution deals with the transfer of a High Court judge to 

another High Court. It says that the “President may, after consultation with the Chief 
Justice of India, transfer a judge from one High Court to any other High Court”. 

 The Supreme Court, in the Second Judges Case of 1993, had held in a majority 

judgment that consent of the judge was not necessary for transferring him out, 
provided it was done with the full and effective consultation with the Chief Justice of 
India. The transfer should be done in public interest and not as a punishment. The 
1993 judgment referred to the 1977 decision of the Supreme Court in Union of India 
v/s Sankal Chand Sheth case and S.P. Gupta verdict of 1982, both of which had 
held that there was no requirement of prior consent of the judge concerned before 
his transfer under Article 222. The power of transfer can be exercised only in public 
interest, that is, for promoting better administration of justice throughout the country,” 
the Supreme Court had held in 1993. Any transfer in accordance with the 
recommendations of the Chief Justice of India cannot be treated as punitive or an 
erosion in the independence of the judiciary. 

 In the Sankal Chand Sheth case, the Supreme Court quotes Dr. B.R. Ambedkar on 
judges’ transfer in the Constituent Assembly. Dr. Ambedkar had said that a judge 
may be shifted from one High Court to another to strengthen the High Court by 
importing better talents which may not be locally available. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg9 Citizens’ forum to take up whistleblower complaints) 

1. News: A group of eminent citizens has decided to take the initiative of setting up a 

forum to hear complaints of corruption or malfeasance from whistleblowers. It would 
be called the Citizens Whistleblowers Forum (CWF) 

2. Benefit: It would “act as a unique, credible platform to provide much-needed 

confidence to whistleblowers” to expose, without fear, “cases of corruption or wilful 
misuse of powers” 

3. About forum working: 
 After scrutinising the information received, it would decide on a course of action. This 

could include taking up the matter with the authorities concerned, filing a public 
interest litigation in the courts, and/or making the case public 

 The CWF would, if needed, protect the identity of the whistleblowers who reach out to 
them 

 The CWF announced the email ID and website where whistleblowers could submit 
complaints: citizenswhistleblowerforum@gmail. com and citizenswhistleblowerforum. 
Org. 

4. Govt. inaction: It has been three years since the Whistleblowers Protection Act, 2011, 

was passed in both houses of Parliament and has also received the President’s 
assent. But the government has still not notified this important anti-corruption law. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg11 Getting back home, safely) 

1. Issue: As political instability rattles the West Asian region, which hosts more than seven 
million Indians, the government can no longer rely on heroic efforts by individual officials 
or quick-fix solutions 

2. Steps that should be taken: 
 First, the government will need to build on its rich experience in conducting more than 30 

evacuation operations since the 1950s. 
How: Studying India’s history, best practices and lessons learned will help institutionalise 

them and avoid the need to reinvent the wheel every time a crisis erupts. By supporting policy-

http://www.civilsdaily.com/citizens-forum-to-take-up-whistleblower-complaints/#post-85208


 

 

oriented research at universities and think tanks to document the memory of senior officials, 

the government would also facilitate the transmission of their expertise to younger officials 

 Second, the government must avoid the jugaad approach. 
How: Every evacuation case is unique, given the specific nature and location of the crisis, but 

this should not preclude an analytical attempt to formulate a blueprint that lists core tasks for 

all operations. An inter-ministerial committee should prepare a manual with guidelines that 

establish a clear chain of command and division of competencies; identify regional support 

bases, assembly points and routes for evacuation; develop country-specific warden systems to 

communicate with expatriates; and establish evacuation priority and embarkation criteria 

 Third, India’s diplomatic cadre must be given specific training to operate in hostile 
environments. 

How: To achieve this, the government could instruct the police or army to train Indian Foreign 

Service probationers to operate in war zones; conduct frequent evacuation simulations and 

emergency drills; and create rapid reaction teams of Indian security personnel to be deployed 

to protect diplomatic staff and installations abroad. 

 Fourth, the success of future operations will also rely on New Delhi’s willingness to work 
together with friendly governments. 

How: India will have to invest in cooperative frameworks that facilitate coordination among 

countries that have large expatriate populations in West Asia, in particular Nepal, Bangladesh 

and Sri Lanka, and among leading powers with evacuation capacity in the Indian Ocean 

region 

 Fifth, the government will have to assign a greater role to its armed forces, in particular 
by strengthening the Navy and Air Force’s capacity to operate in tandem with civilian 
authorities. 

How: It should, for example, direct the military to develop a non-combatant evacuation (NEO) 

doctrine, designate the Integrated Defence Staff as the nodal organisation to improve inter-

services and civil-military coordination, direct the services to conduct more multilateral NEO 

exercises, and adapt military modernisation plans to increase capacity for out-of-area 

deployment and evacuation 

 Sixth, to minimise redundancies, the government must institutionalise a permanent inter-
ministerial coordinating mechanism for emergency evacuations, incentivise inter-agency 
cross-posting of officials dealing with diaspora affairs, and encourage State governments 
to create regional contingency plans. 

 Seventh, to avoid cost inflation and delays, the government must establish a permanent 
civil reserve air fleet that pools aircraft from all Indian airlines based on pre-established 
requisition and reimbursement procedures 

 Eighth, the government will have to invest in new technologies to better monitor the 
diaspora’s profile and mobility 

How: This can be achieved by encouraging more diplomatic missions to provide online 

consular registration forms, developing an online registration system for overseas travellers, 

utilising social media, and by making the Aadhaar card compulsory to facilitate biometric 

identity verification and reduce identity fraud during evacuation 

 The government must expand efforts to manage public opinion and be able to conduct a 
quiet diplomacy that is crucial to safely extricate Overseas Indians from conflict zones.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

February ‘10th   ’, 2017 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 

Aadhaar 

mandatory 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg 1 Aadhaar mandatory for availing subsidised foodgrains from 

PDS) 

1. News: After cooking gas LPG, the government made Aadhaar mandatory for 
availing subsidised foodgrains from the ration shops 

2. Benefits: 
 To better target ₹1.4 lakh crore subsidy under the food security law 
 Digitisation is also essential to curb leakages and corruption in PDS 
 The use of Aadhaar as identity document for delivery of services or benefits or 

subsidies simplifies the delivery processes, brings in transparency and efficiency 
and enables beneficiaries to get their entitlements directly in a convenient and 
seamless manner 

3. Current status: So far, 72% of ration cards have been seeded with Aadhaar Cards. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg12  Centre not in favour of new law for CBI) 

1. News: The Central government has turned down the recommendation of a 

Parliamentary Committee to come up with a new law for the CBI, to replace the 
70-year-old Delhi Special Police Establishment (DSPE) Act which governs 
the agency. 

2. Reason: It might impinge on the federal structure of the Constitution. 
3. Recommendation of the 85th report of the Department-Related Parliamentary 

Standing Committee on Personnel, Public Grievances, Law and Justice:  
 the Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT) revisit the 24th report 

of the committee on “The Working of the Central Bureau of Investigation” 

 With cases being referred by States and courts to the CBI for investigation, 
there is burden of load bestowed upon CBI. 

 However, it is of the concerted view that the CBI turn to the State or other 
Central Forces to plug the vacancy in the establishment. It, therefore, 
desires that the CBI manage its cadre more efficiently and the DoPT 
should take holistic steps to hasten the part of recruitment in consultation 
with the UPSC. 

 The powers given to CBI under the DSPE Act were not adequate. In this 
context, the panel recommended a separate statute for the CBI. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg14  Kenya court blocks closing of Dadaab — world’s biggest 

refugee camp) 

1. News: Kenyan court ruled that the government must not close the world’s largest 

http://www.civilsdaily.com/kenya-court-blocks-closing-of-dadaab-worlds-biggest-refugee-camp/#post-85366
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refugee camp” Dadaab”  and send more than 2,00,000 people back to war-torn 
Somalia 
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Source—The Hindu (pg14  U.S., Russian warships in Arabian Sea for naval exercise hosted 

by Pak) 

1. News: Warships from various countries, including Russia, China and the United States, 
have arrived in the Arabian Sea near Karachi to take part in a multi-nation naval 
exercise hosted by Pakistan 

2. About exercise:  
 Code-named as Aman (peace)-17, the five-day long exercise in the north Arabian Sea 
 Theme of the exercise is ‘Together for peace’ 
 Participants: Russia, U.S., Indonesia, Australia and Turkey, Japan, Malaysia, 

Maldives, Sri Lanka and the United Kingdom 
3. Background: Pakistan has been organising such naval exercises since 2007 every 

alternate year. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg13 TPP is dead, but its legacy lives on) 

1. Context: One of his first acts of Donald Trump as President was to veto U.S. participation 

in the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) 
2. Opposition to TPP: 
 A ‘free trade’ deal, the TPP was opposed extensively by progressives for the last two years 

because of its far-reaching provisions that increased corporate power over trade at the 
expense of workers and consumers 

 The agreement’s damaging ambitions were most evident in the proposed provisions 
concerning intellectual property 

How damaging to IPR?  

The TPP provided explicit protections for ‘biologics’ (drugs manufactured in a living organism, 

rather than through chemical synthesis), the first trade agreement to do so. More damagingly, 

the agreement mandated the protection of clinical test data submitted for marketing approvals, 

with pharmaceutical data obtaining five to eight years of protection. This provision, called ‘data 

exclusivity’ or ‘marketing exclusivity’, prevents a generic company from relying on the clinical 

test results of the originator in order to prove the efficacy of its drug 

It was justified using the argument that clinical trials are the most expensive part of drug 
development and hence there is a necessity to provide drug developers the ability to limit access 
to that data so as to incentivise research 

3. Concern: 

 The developed world’s ambitions for intellectual property will not die with the agreement. 
What seems to be likely is that these damaging provisions will simply migrate to other 
agreements. One of them is the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) 
agreement which involves 16 countries. 

 This should be of great concern for access to medicines globally, as countries involved in 
the RCEP negotiations include key generic drug-producing countries, including India. 

 U.S. withdrawal from the TPP may change the U.S.’s approach to trade and intellectual 
property more in form than in substance, by switching from trade agreements that include 
several countries to bilateral free trade agreements (FTAs). The pressure exerted by the 
Obama administration on the public health safeguards in Indian patent law over the past 
eight years are likely to continue, if not worsen. 



 

 

February ‘11th   ’, 2017 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

GS:2—IR 

Israel-

palestine 

issue 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 Israel’s continuing land grab) 

1. Issue: A legislation has been passed by Israel that would legalise nearly 4,000 

Jewish settler homes on private Palestinian lands in the West Bank flies in the face 
of international law and norms. This vote comes weeks after the UN Security 
Council demanded that Israel stop all settlement activity in the Occupied Territories 

2. About legislation: 
 The legislation allows the Israeli government to expropriate private Palestinian 

land if the land-owners are unknown 
 If known, they will be compensated in cash or kind 
3. Analysis:  

 This shows Israel’s disregard for international opinion and institutions 
 This is unlikely to stop the ideology-driven settler movement and the government of 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu from taking more Palestinian land. 
4. Israel two faces: 

Face 1: Since Israel occupied the West Bank and East Jerusalem five decades ago, about 

140 settlements have been built in Palestinian territories that house more than 600,000 

Jews. Despite frequent international criticism, successive governments have thrown their 

weight behind the settlement lobby. 

Face 2: Israel still says it is committed to the two-state solution. But how will the two-state 

solution stay relevant if it continues to grab Palestinian land where an independent 

Palestinian state is supposed to come up? And The Netanyahu government has shown no 

particular interest in resuming negotiations 

5. U.S support to Israel: 

 Israeli authorities feel emboldened by the election of Donald Trump as U.S. 
President 

 He has promised to move the U.S. embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, a disputed 
city 

 He slammed the Obama administration for not using its veto powers in the UNSC 
over the settlement resolution in December 2016, and even praised the 
controversial security wall Israel has built through Palestinian lands 

 Netanyahu, facing pressure from coalition partners, may be hoping to continue the 
status quo of occupation, provided Mr. Trump offers the protection to Tel Aviv that 
he promised during the campaign. That would make peace yet more distant in 
West Asia. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg9 Interceptor missile successfully test-fired) 

1. News: India successfully test-fired its interceptor missile from Abdul Kalam Island 

(Wheeler Island) of Integrated Test Range off the Odisha coast. 
2. Benefits: This is a significant milestone in the direction of developing a two-layered 

Ballistic Missile Defence system 
3. About missile: 
 This mission, termed as PDV mission, is for engaging the targets in the exo-

atmosphere region at an altitude above 50 km of earth’s atmosphere. 



 

 

  It has been developed by DRDO. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg12 A shot in the arm for defence acquisition) 

1. News: The government plans to set up a Defence Procurement Organisation 

(DPO) 
2. Aim: To integrate and streamline the long and arduous process of defence 

acquisitions. i.e. the aim is not to create another bureaucracy. The DPO will be a 
vertical under the Defence Ministry and the philosophy is to integrate the 
processes. 

3. Reforms (More power to defence):  
 In a related move to shorten the procurement cycle, the Cabinet Committee on 

Security (CCS), chaired by the Prime Minister, has increased the financial powers 
of the Defence Minister. 

 In the past, the Defence Minister was entitled to clear deals up to ₹500 crore, 
which has now gone up to ₹2,000 crore. 

 Jointly, the Finance Minister, the Defence Minister can approve projects up to 
₹3,000 crore, up from the earlier ₹1,000 crore. 

 The Defence Secretary too has now been given financial powers upto ₹500 crore 
to clear deals. 

Analysis:  

 This ensures that a major chunk of the procurements are approved within the 
Ministries. 

 About 70% of the deals by number are below ₹3,000 crore. So now only deals 
of ₹3,000 crore and above would go to the CCS for approval 
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Source—The Hindu (pg12 Govt. sets up inter-departmental task force to crack down on 

benami firms) 

1. News: A task force comprising members of various regulatory Ministries and 

enforcement agencies has been set up on Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s directions 
About task force: The task force has been constituted under the co-chairmanship of the 

Revenue Secretary and the Corporate Affairs Secretary to monitor the actions taken by 

various agencies. 

2. Purpose:  
 For a major crackdown on shell companies, which are used for large-scale money 

laundering and tax evasion 
 About 560 beneficiaries, who laundered ₹3,900 crore, and 54 chartered accountants, 

who were involved in the racket, have already been identified. 
3. Way ahead: The agencies will invoke the stringent Benami Transactions (Prohibition) 

Amendment Act against the shell companies, freeze their accounts and strike off the 
names of dormant companies. 



 

 

 

GS:3—SCIENCE&TECHNOLOGY 

IPR 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg12 Intellectual Property index: India remains near bottom) 

1. News: India ranked 43rd out of 45 countries i.e. Remains near the bottom in an 

international Intellectual Property (IP) index, a report by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s 
Global Intellectual Property Center (GIPC). 

2. Top 10: The U.S., the U.K., Germany, Japan, Sweden, France, Switzerland, Singapore, 
South Korea and Italy. 

3. Among the BRICS: China was ranked 27th, South Africa (33rd), Brazil (32nd) and Russia 
(23rd). 

4.  The report criticise the IPR policy on the following front: 
 There is limited framework for protection of life sciences IP, patentability requirements 

being outside international standards, lengthy pre-grant opposition proceedings in place 
 Intensive industries continued to face challenges in the Indian market with regard to the 

scope of patentability for computer-implemented inventions 
 Section 3(d) of the Indian Patent Act (that prevents ever-greening of patents) 
 Also the 2016 High Court ruling on copyright infringement in the University of Delhi copy-

shop case continuing to weaken the enforcement environment for rights holders 
 India had previously used compulsory licensing for commercial and non-emergency 

situations 
 India’s limited participation in international IP treaties. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Govt.’s target to root out TB by 2025 unachievable, say doctors) 

1. Issue: The government’s plan to eradicate tuberculosis by 2025 seems an unachievable 
target 

2. Reason:  
 India is battling a crisis of antibiotic resistance and a few drugs in the pipeline 
 An estimated 2.8 million people suffer from TB, which is 217 per one lakh population 
 A significant number of them are drug resistant mainly due to late diagnosis or a 

haphazard medication course 
 Govt. is focusing on antibiotics which are very limited now. 
3. Way ahead: 

 Govt. should focus on the preventive habits such as coughing, sneezing etiquettes which 
should be engraved from childhood. A TB patient releases 3,000 to 5,000 TB bacilli in one 
cough. If we ignore these basics, the TB war is going to be a huge failure. 
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Source—The Indian Express (pg How not to treat TB) 

1. Context: Last month, the Delhi High Court acceded to the plea of an 18-year-old girl that she 

be given access to Bedaquiline (Bedaquiline is an anti-TB drug found useful in treating multi-
drug or extensively drug resistant disease)  

Reason for restriction by the govt.:  

 Since Bedaquiline was the first major anti-TB drug discovered in the last 40 years, the 
government restricted its use for fear of TB mycobacterium developing resistance to the 



 

 

 medicine 
 The rampant use of anti-tubercular medicines has resulted in India having 4.80 lakh new 

cases of MDR TB in 2015 
 Since February 2016, its availability is restricted to just six hospitals in five different cities 

(Delhi, Mumbai, Ahmedabad, Chennai and Guwahati) 
2. Concern: There should be a scientific rationale for rationing the drug, of putting it beyond the 

reach of the patient (and the health practitioner), to prevent the development of resistance 
against it. hence, Preventing resistance against Bedaquiline is a must, but the manner in 
which this is being done is impractical and undemocratic 

3. Reason for the rise of MDR cases: 

 Lack of management by the Government 
a. Joint TB Monitoring Mission in its report in 2015 pointed out that the lacunae within the RNTC 

in the management of multi-drug-resistant cases. 
b. The high power committee suggested that the prime reason for the rise in drug-resistant TB 

is the inherent weakness of state-run TB control programmes. 
c. slashing the five-year budget of RNTC from Rs 6,500 crore to Rs 4,500 crore by the present 

government has only added to the problem of TB control in the country 
 Lack of awareness among patients, who do not complete the recommended six-month 

medication is another issue in the treatment. 
4. Way ahead: 

 Scientific evidence suggests that a delay in the treatment of MDR/XDR cases of tuberculosis 
only makes the community more susceptible to the spread of infection by the multi-drug 
resistant TB organism. 

 Studies on the use of drugs like Bedaquiline in the early stages of multi-drug resistant 
scenarios in South Africa showed better results both in terms of disease cure and in the 
restriction of community spread of the disease. It is thus imperative that the use of 
Bedaquiline early in disease will have far better results than in denying its use through 
impractical statutes 

 If the priority is prevention of drug resistance, it could be attained by methods less draconian 
than controlling the availability of the drug. In other words, Restriction of treatment based on 
the geographical location of patients is the worst form of federal arrogance which a state can 
unleash on its citizens. Hence, restriction should be withdrawn. 

 Strict surveillance of MDR/XDR cases 
 Better community outreach programmes to educate the patient and the healthcare provider 

against treatment dropout 
 Quality assurance on available anti-TB drugs and educating physicians against the 

irresponsible, injudicious use of anti-tubercular therapy. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg9 Green drive on blue waters — solar power lights up naval 

vessel) 

1. News: Naval survey vessel INS Sarvekshak has innovatively deployed the zero-
maintenance solar power system, capable of generating 5.4KW electricity, by 
customising and installing ‘razor-thin, flexible’ solar panels on the canopy of its 
telescopic (retractable) helicopter deck.  

2. Benefit: This replaces the ship’s traditional 4.4KW emergency diesel alternator, 
thereby slashing a yearly carbon emission of 60,225 kg and saving 22,995 litres 
of diesel for the Navy. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg 15 SEBI lays down reforms roadmap for FY18) 

1. News:The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) plans to bring in a host of 
reforms in various segments including primary market, commodities and foreign 
investors among others. 

2. Reforms: 

 The regulator plans to reduce the listing time gap by bringing down the public 
issue timeline from the existing requirement of T+6. In other words, shares of a 
company are currently listed within six days from the day of the issue closure. 

 The regulator also plans to allow institutional participation in the commodity 
derivatives markets in a phased manner. Further, it will work towards integration 
between the commodity spot market and the derivatives segment. 

 The regulator will also initiate consultation with various stakeholders and also 
design a system of risk-based supervision for commodity brokers. 

 Among other things, the watchdog will also set up a cyber security lab for the the 
securities market and set up a facility for online registration of intermediaries. 

  It also plans to allow listing and trading of securitisation receipts issued by Assets 
Reconstruction Companies (ARC). 

 As part of its attempts towards the 'Ease of Doing Business' initiative, SEBI will 
introduce a common application form for registration, opening of bank and demat 
accounts, and issue of PAN for Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs). 

 a major reform for institutions like exchanges, depositories and clearing 
corporations, the regulator plans to review the regulations pertaining to such 
Market Infrastructure Institutions (MIIs). 

 the proposal for comprehensive review of Securities Contracts (Regulation) (Stock 
Exchanges and Clearing Corporations) Regulations, 2012 and SEBI (Depositories 
and Participants) Regulations, 1996. 
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Source—The Indian Express (Beyond black money) 
 

1. context: It is time for the Prime Minister to show if he has it in him to move 

on to making some real economic and administrative reforms 
2. reason: If this process had been started in the first hundred days of his 

government it is possible that Modi would not have needed to resort to 

magic-trick economics to make our money vanish the way he did. What he 

did was certainly unique, but it does not count as a real economic reform. 
3. Concern:  

 The fact that demonetisation was handled so inefficiently should tell the 

Prime Minister that administrative reforms are almost more important now 

than economic reforms. These must begin by cutting red tape and 

regulations that are uniquely Indian and that have mostly served to create a 

vast infrastructure for corruption 
 Magic tricks, like making nearly all our currency vanish at the stroke of 

midnight on November 8, 2016, have shock value and garner ephemeral 

moments of public support. But, magic tricks do not fall in the category of 

real reform. They can also have un-magical consequences like unleashing a 

new era of tax terrorism. It is time for the Prime Minister to move beyond 

his obsession with ‘black money’. 
 

4. Administrative reform needed: 

 31 ministries out of 55 ministries at the time, ranging from Animal 

Husbandry to Tourism, be scrapped. And the remaining be restructured into 

12 ministries of commerce, trade and industry, consumer affairs, 

infrastructure, defence, law and corporate affairs, external affairs, home, 

finance, social sectors, energy and natural resources and science and 

technology. He calculated that this would effect an overall saving of Rs 

1,50,000 crore.” 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Nilambur teak set to enter elite club of products with GI tag) 

1. News: Nilambur teak will soon be added to the list of Kerala produces with the 

Geographical Indication (GI) tag. 
2. About nilambur teak: 

 It is internationally known for its superior quality and elegant appearance 
 It was the Britishers who identified the superior quality of teak from Nilambur plantations and 

forests 
 blessed with superior mechanical and physical properties as well as incomparable aesthetic 

appearance, were taken to London and other parts of the world 
 The Nilambur-Shoranur Railway line was laid for transporting the teak logs 
3. Reason for GI tag: 

 fake products with false tags started flooding the wood/ furniture markets as the fame of 
Nilambur teak increased 

4. Other GIs from Kerala:  
 GI registration of Pokkali rice, one of the first Kerala produces to get the GI tag, has been 

renewed 
 Other products include Vazhakulam Pineapple, Wayanadan rice varieties Jeerakasala and 

Gandhakasala, Tirur Betel vine, Central Travancore Jaggery and Chengalikodan Nendran, 
a banana variety. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg Solar power breaks a price barrier) 

1. Context: The auctioned price of solar photovoltaic (SPV) power per kilowatt hour has 

dropped below ₹3 to ₹2.97 in Madhya Pradesh, providing a clear pointer to the future 
course of renewable energy 

2. Benefit of the price drop: 

 connect millions of people without access to electricity 
 meet the national goal of installing 100 gigawatts by 2022, a target that is being 

internationally monitored as part of the country’s pledges under the Paris Agreement on 
climate change 

 transformational for the environment, since pollution from large new coal-based power 
plants can be avoided 

 accelerate the pace of growth that essentially began in 2010, with the Jawaharlal Nehru 
National Solar Mission 

3. challenges to solar sector: 

 performance has not matched intent and the target of installing 12 GW solar capacity in 
2016-17 is far from attainable, since it fell short by almost 10 GW as of December 

 A glaring lacuna in the national policy on renewables is the failure to tap the investment 
potential of the middle class 

 While grid-connected large-scale installations have received maximum attention, there is 
slow progress on rooftop solar 

4. Way ahead: 

 Adding capacity of the order of more than 10 GW annually over the next six years towards 
the 100 GW target will require active participation and investment by the buildings sector, 
both residential and commercial 



 

 

 This process can be kick-started using mass participation by citizens, with State electricity 
utilities being given mandatory time frames to introduce net-metering systems with a feed-in 
tariff that is designed to encourage the average consumer to invest in PV modules, taking 
grid electricity prices into account 

 SPV costs are expected to continue to fall, and tariffs paid both for large plants and smaller 
installations require periodic review 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Sex offender registries don’t work) 

1. Context: Minister for Women and Child Development Maneka Gandhi once again reiterated 

the need to set up a national sex offender registry  
2. About national sex registration law: 

 They have been operational in the United States, the United Kingdom, Australia, Canada 
and a few other English-speaking countries for more than a decade  

 Sex offender registration laws typically require offenders convicted of a sexual offence to 
periodically check in with law enforcement agencies, such as the police, informing them 
about where they are residing, their place of employment, and provide details of their 
physical description 

 In addition, these laws often place severe restrictions on where a previously convicted sex 
offender can reside and work 

 This in theory is meant to aid officials to track and monitor former sex offenders 
 The laws in the U.S. and South Korea go even further. They allow the public to access these 

records so that the community may be aware of a sex offender in their locality 
 Gandhi has vouched for a similar system in India where the public can have access to such 

records 
 Other suggestion by Ms. Gandhi: 
a. she wants to include even juveniles and persons standing on trial for sexual offences to be 

on the register. 
3. Analysis of the above law in other countries: 

 While sex offender registration laws and public access to these records create a sense of 
security to parents and residents, they have failed in making any significant difference in sex 
crimes. Sometimes they create more harm than good. Even in the U.S., where stringent 
registration laws with public access have been around for over 30 years, several 
independent studies arrive at the same conclusion: that these registers are simply not 
reducing sex crimes but in actual increase in reoffending. 

4. Reason for increase despite the above law: 

 former convicts often find it very difficult to gain meaningful employment and have very 
limited options in finding housing as many localities are proudly branded as ‘Sex Offender-
Free Zones’ 

 former convicts often face threat, harassment and violence from other members of the 
community 

 Their status as former sex offenders has the effect of stigmatising them for life, rendering 
reformation and a dignified life after prison impossible 

5. Not good idea. Why? 

 A brief look at the cases registered under POCSO Act is sufficient to tell us that most special 
courts are now barraged with romantic cases instigated through complaints filed by 
objecting parents 

 To effectively tackle the incidence of sexual offences will require a hard look at our own 
institutional failure in tackling these cases 

 The rate of conviction for the offence of rape is at an abysmal 29% and worse still, the rate 
of pendency for rape cases is at a staggering 86.2% (National Crime Records Bureau, 
2015) 

 A study conducted by the Centre for Child and the Law, NLSIU (2016) on the functioning of 
children’s courts in Delhi found that 67.5% of victims do not even testify against the 
accused. Also found that conviction resulted only in 16% of the child sexual abuse cases in 
Delhi 



 

 

 Even in the present case, where the former convict allegedly confessed to raping hundreds 
of girls over a period of 10 years, we must question why the investigative machinery failed 
completely 

6. Conclusion: In the background of weak investigative and institutional machinery and 

overwhelming evidence showing that these sex offenders’ registries simply don’t work. 
Hence, The Delhi attacks expose the glaring gaps in our existing systems that need to be 
urgently addressed before we jump to formulating new solutions. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg Second PSB recapitalisation plan on the anvil) 

1. News: The government plans to come out with ‘Indradhanush 2.0’, a comprehensive plan 

for recapitalisation of public sector lenders. 
2. Purpose: To make sure they remain solvent and fully comply with the global capital 

adequacy norms, Basel-III 
3. Background: 
 Under ‘Indradhanush’ roadmap announced in 2015, the government had announced an 

infusion of ₹70,000 crore in state-run banks over four years while they will have to raise a 
further ₹1.1 lakh crore from the markets to meet their capital requirement in line with global 
risk norms, known as Basel-III 

 In line with the plan, public sector banks were given ₹25,000 crore in 2015-16, and a similar 
amount has been earmarked for the current fiscal. Besides, ₹10,000 crore each would be 
infused in 2017-18 and 2018-19 

 The government has already announced fund infusion of ₹22,915 crore, out of the ₹25,000 
crore earmarked for 13 PSBs for the current fiscal. Of this, 75% has already been released 
to them. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Commerce Dept. special arm may drive foreign trade policy) 

1. News: India’s future trade (policy) model should have the Commerce Department at the 

helm, supported by ministries including External Affairs and Finance, according to a 
government-commissioned report prepared by the global consultancy firm Frost & Sullivan 

2. Current status: India’s foreign trade strategy and policy is currently being piloted 

predominantly by the Prime Minister’s Office and External Affairs Ministry 
3. Other recommendations of the report: 
 transformed DGFT should be made accountable for all trade promotion activities for India 

— providing services such as trade representation in foreign countries, research & 
development, market intelligence, business matchmaking services as well as public 
relations, advertising and marketing services 

 Noting that the DGFT needs to re-skill its resources to be successful, future recruitment 
should focus on professionals with experience and qualifications in trade and commerce 
from reputed institutions 

 Report makes a strong case for a higher profile for the Indian Trade Service (ITS) in 
matters of trade policies & systems. At present, the officials belonging to the Indian 
Administrative Service, Foreign Service and Revenue Service evidently have a relatively 
superior role over ITS cadre regarding decisions on crucial trade policy matters 

4. Background: 
 The report comes at a time when India’s goods exports have not yet recovered fully from 

the impact of a prolonged contraction from December 2014 to May 2016, as well as the 
government’s demonetisation exercise early November 

 India is currently ranked 130 out of 190 countries in the ease of doing business; and 
particularly on the parameter of ‘trading across borders’ currently ranked at a dismal 143 

 It also comes in the backdrop of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) stating in December 
2016 that “… the number of new trade-restrictive measures being introduced (by WTO 



 

 

Member countries) remains worryingly high given continuing global economic uncertainty 
and the WTO’s downward revision of its trade forecasts”. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Single-point military adviser soon?) 

1. News: The government is keen on appointing a single-point military adviser within the year 
to promote synergy among the Services and also intent on creating theatre commands for 
greater interoperability within the Services, which is likely to be an “incremental step”. 

2. Benefits: bring in synergy between the Services 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Syrian govt. used chlorine gas in Aleppo battle) 

1. News: Syrian government forces carried out at least eight chemical attacks during the 
final weeks of the battle for Aleppo. 

2. Impact: The chemicals would affect the children most severely; they inhale these smells 

and they end up suffocating. 
3. The use of chlorine gas as a weapon is banned under the Chemical Weapons 

Convention, which Syria joined in 2013 under pressure from Russia. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg High Court to hear plea on Article 174 compliance in Goa) 

1. News: A petition, Seeking directions to the Goa government to comply with the mandate 

of Article 174 of the Constitution by either summoning a session or dissolving the Goa 
Legislative Assembly, filed in the Bombay High Court at Goa under Article 226 of the 
Constitution. 

2. About article 174: 

 According to Article 174 of the Constitution, it was the duty of the Governor to summon 

the House and that six months should not intervene between its previous sitting and the 
next 

 The Supreme Court has held that Article 174 was mandatory, unless the Assembly is 
dissolved or kept under suspended animation in exercise of power under Article 356. 

 If the Chief Minister refuses to recommend convening of the Assembly session, the 
Governor has powers to dissolve the Assembly under Article 174(2) (b) of the 
Constitution. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg ISRO to use India’s satellite navigation system) 

1. News: The milestone mission, PSLV- C37 which send 104 satellites into orbit using a 

single launcher, will use the Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System (IRNSS). 
2. Reason: To determine the orbit of each satellite injected from the launch vehicle at a 

height of more than 500 km from the earth’s surface. 
3. Benefit: By turning to IRNSS, we are shedding our dependence on the Global Positioning 

System (GPS) that was being used for orbit determination in previous missions. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg When hospitals infect you) 

1. News: A study published in 2015 by the International Nosocomial Infection Control 

Consortium (INICC) about the rate of device-associated infection rates in 40 hospitals from 



 

 

 

 

 

20 Indian cities over a 10-year period from 2004. 
2. Findings of the report: 
 Rates of HAIs (hospital-acquired infection) and antimicrobial resistance were markedly 

higher in India than the rates reported by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
the leading national public health institute in the United States 

 The most common types of HAIs are bloodstream infection, pneumonia, urinary tract 
infection and surgical site infections 

3. According to World Health Organisation: 

 At any given time over 1.4 million people across the globe suffer from a nosocomial or 
hospital-acquired infection (HAI) 

 HAIs account for 2 million cases and about 80,000 deaths a year 
4. Causes: 
 Most HAIs are caused due to a lack of compliance with infection control guidelines, such 

as hand hygiene, and use of outdated technology. 
 In India, adherence to practice bundles is irregular, hospital accreditation is not mandatory, 

and some of the technology applied is different from that of high-income countries 
 This situation is further emphasised by the fact that administrative and financial support 

in public hospitals is insufficient to fund full infection control programmes 
 Limited manpower is an important risk factor: This invariably results in extremely low 

nurse-to-patient staffing ratios — which have proved to be highly connected to high HAI 
rates in ICUs — and hospital overcrowding. 

 Issue of overcrowding: India’s serious problem of overcrowding of hospitals leads to 

many basic hygiene processes being given the go by 
 With limited resources, there are limitations on providing a good enough manpower, 

proper guidelines, proper training, proper education, good behaviour, and right technology 
 Today more than ever, pathologists are constantly in “catching up” mode trying to 

counter microorganisms rapidly mutating and adapting to existing known methods of 
treatment 

 And the persons most susceptible to infection are those whose immune system is already 
compromised, say after a surgery or a prolonged visit to the hospital 

 Overuse of antibiotics: The misuse and excess use of antibiotics increase resistance 
5. Way ahead: 

 The first step to combat this situation is to improve hygiene practices and implement 
standard operating procedures at each step 

 The approach should be to prevent infections and in the process bring down the HAI rate 
together with bacterial resistance, rather than waiting for infections and then treating them 
with antibiotics. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Stents prices heavily slashed) 

1. News: In a major relief to lakhs of cardiac patients, the government cut prices of life—

saving coronary stents by up to 85 per cent by capping them at Rs 7,260 for bare metal 
ones and Rs 29,600 for drug eluting variety. 

2. Reason: According to National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) notification, It 

was found that huge unethical mark—ups are charged at each stage in the supply chain of 
coronary stents resulting in irrational, restrictive and exorbitant prices in a failed market 
system driven by information asymmetry between patients and doctors, pushing patients to 
financial misery. Under such extraordinary circumstances, there is an urgent necessity, in 
public interest, to fix ceiling price of coronary stents to bring respite to the patients. 

3. Earlier steps: The government had included coronary stents in the national list of essential 
medicines (NLEM), 2015 and in the first Schedule of the Drug Prices Control Order 
(DPCO), 2013. 
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Source—The Hindu (pgIAF inducts indigenous early warning system) 

1. News: The IAF has formally inducted the first indigenously built Airborne Early Warning and 

Control System (AEW&CS) Netra 
2. About Netra:  

 It is developed by the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) 
 These airborne warning systems, capable of long range surveillance, are huge force 

multipliers. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg U.S. believes Russia deployed new missile in treaty violation: NYT) 

1. News: Russia had secretly deployed the ground-launched SSC-8 cruise missile as it 

violated sections of the 1987 Intermediate-range Nuclear Forces (INF) treaty. 
2. About the 1987 Intermediate-range Nuclear Forces (INF) treaty: 
 the Treaty Between the United States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics on the Elimination of Their Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles. 
 The INF Treaty eliminated all nuclear and conventional missiles, as well as their launchers, 

with ranges of 500–1,000 kilometers (310–620 mi) (short-range) and 1,000–5,500 km (620–
3,420 mi) (intermediate-range) 

 The treaty did not cover sea-launched missiles. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg The foul air we breathe) 

1. News: A new international report, The State of Global Air 2017 study is conducted jointly 

by the Health Effects Institute and the Institute of Health Metrics and Evaluation, has 
drawn attention to the deadly pollutants that pervade the air that people breathe in India, 
causing terrible illness and premature death. 

2. Findings of the report: 

 The concentration of the most significant inhalable pollutant, fine particulate matter with a 
diameter of 2.5 micrometres or less (PM2.5), has been growing in India 

 The weighted national PM2.5 level estimated in the international report rose from 60 
micrograms per cubic metre in 1990 (the acceptable limit) to 74 in 2015, with a steady rise 
since 2011 

 Reason: open burning of garbage and straw and the urban use of diesel-powered vehicles 
 Other reason: Weak policy on pollution is leading to the premature death of an estimated 1.1 

million Indians annually, and the number is growing, in contrast to China’s record of 
reducing such mortality 

3. Wayahead:  

 The Indian Agricultural Research Institute proposed steps to convert the waste into useful 
products such as enriched fodder, biogas, biofuel, compost and so on, but  little progress 
has been made. 

 Govt. should supply affordable seeder machinery in sufficient numbers to eliminate the 

need to remove the straw 
 In a country producing about 500 million tonnes of crop residues annually, the issue needs 

to be addressed in mission mode 
 Easy access to cheap solar cookers and biogas plants will also cut open burning, and help 

the rural economy. Yet, there is no reliable distribution mechanism for these. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Constitution Bench to hear Delhi-Centre spat) 

1. News: A two-judge Bench of the Supreme Court referred to a Constitution Bench a series 
of appeals filed by the Delhi government i.e. whether the Lieutenant Governor (LG) can 
unilaterally administer the National Capital — without being bound by the “aid and advice” of 
the elected government. 

2. Background: in recent arguments before the two-judge Bench, the Delhi government 
submitted that the petitions did not seek full Statehood for Delhi, but were asking for more 
freedom for an elected government to administer and govern the National Capital. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Clouds over Maharashtra will have a silver iodide lining) 

1. News: During monsoon 2017, weather scientists will fly airplanes loaded with silver iodide 
over clouds hovering above Solapur, Maharashtra. 

2. Purpose: begin a three-year investigation into an old question: does cloud seeding produce 



 

 

 

 

 

 

sufficient rain? 
3. About the project: 
 coordinated by the Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology 
 It will be the first controlled experiment to quantify the extent to which clouds form water 

drops large enough to make rain. 
 China: Used the technique during the 2008 Olympics to veer rain away from the inaugural 

venue. It now has a full-fledged department that blasts rockets into clouds to induce rain 
and control pollution. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg  

1. News: The Marriages (Compulsory Registration and Prevention of Wasteful Expenditure) 

Bill, 2016 is a Private Member’s Bill introduced by Congress MP Ranjeet Ranjan in lok 
Sabha. 

2. Purpose: To prohibit extravagant and wasteful expenditure on marriages and to enforce 
simpler solemnization 

3. Provisions: Seeks to put a limit on the number of guests to be invited and dishes to be 
served in weddings to check “show of wealth” 

4. Welfare Fund: If a family spends above ₹5 lakh on a wedding, it has to contribute 10% of 
the amount on marriages of girls from poor families. 
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economy  

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg11 RBI to rationalise MDR) 

1. News: The RBI plans to rationalise the merchant discount rate (MDR- The rate 

which banks charge a merchant when the customer uses a card for a 
transaction) for debit cards; there would be different charges for different kinds 
of merchants 

2. The merchants have been categorised into four: small merchants, government 
transactions, special category of merchants, and all other category of 
merchants. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg11 Exports record positive growth for a fifth 

consecutive month) 

1. News: India’s goods exports recorded positive growth for the fifth 

consecutive month. 
2. Reason: Good performance by major sectors such as engineering and 

petroleum as well as low base of 14.1% contraction in January 2016. 
3. Concern: 
 We need to revisit the challenges faced by drugs and pharmaceuticals, 

gems and jewellery, carpets and plantations commodities so that they may 
also contribute to export growth in coming months 

 The slowdown in global trade continues to impact India as well 
 Increasing protectionism, volatility in currencies and uncertainties clouding 

over global economy pose major challenges for India’s exports in 2017. 
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infrastructure 

development 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg4 Villagers oppose uranium mining, proposed nuclear 

plant at Gogi) 

1. News: Few activists and residents of Gogi village staged a protest in 

Yadgir, Karnataka. 
2. Reason: opposed uranium mining in the village and the proposed nuclear 

power plant in the village. 
3. Apprehension: The villagers would possibly suffer skin and other diseases 

if the proposed nuclear power project was established 

 

GS:2—IR 

Afghanistan 

issue 

Source—The Hindu (pg8 India, Afghanistan take a hard line on Taliban at Moscow 

conference) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. News: India and Afghanistan took a hard line at the six-nation talks in Moscow, 

opposing the dominant view from Russia, China and Pakistan to involve the 
Taliban in reconciliation efforts. 

2. Afghanistan’s view: Without naming Pakistan, Afghanistan’s representative said 
that it was necessary to “effect a change in the behaviour of certain state actors” in 
order to end the violence that has reached record levels in the last year 

3. Afghanistan made a strong pitch for the United States to be included as one of its 

most important partners. However, in its final statement at the end of the 
conference, the Russian government said it proposed to extend the 
conference to Central Asian states, and didn’t mention the United States 
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Source—The Hindu (pg8 Supreme Court makes legal services affordable) 

1. News: The Supreme Court has introduced a self-supporting scheme for providing 

legal services to the middle and relatively lower income groups 
2. The Middle Income Group Scheme is meant to provide legal services to litigants in 

the Supreme Court whose gross income does not exceed ₹60,000 per month or ₹7.5 
lakh per annum 

3. Features:  
 They can avail themselves of the services for a nominal amount 
 As per the Supreme Court guidelines, cases can be filed before it only through 

Advocates On Record 
 A sum of ₹500 shall be payable to the Supreme Court Middle Income Group (MIG) 

Legal Aid Society as service charges 
 The applicant shall have to deposit the fee indicated by the secretary, which will be in 

accordance with the schedule attached to the scheme 
 It is the secretary who will register the case under the MIG Legal Aid Scheme and 

forward the papers to the Advocate On Record, Arguing Counsel or Senior Counsel on 
the panel for opinion 

 The view expressed by the Advocate On Record will be final insofar as the eligibility of 
the applicant for obtaining the benefit of the scheme is concerned 

 The members of the governing body, to whom the management of the Society is 
entrusted as required under Section 2 of the Societies Registration Act, include the 
Chief Justice of India as patron-in-chief, the Attorney General as ex-officio vice-
president, the Solicitor General as honorary secretary and other senior advocates as its 
members 

 As per the scheme, a contingent fund will be created to meet the miscellaneous 
expenditure in connection with the case 

 By collecting a deposit of ₹750 from the applicant at the stage of admission, in addition 
to the charges required to be deposited with the Society, out of the contingent fund 

 If the case is not found fit for an appeal to the Supreme Court, the entire amount — 
after deducting the minimum service charges of ₹750 — will be refunded to the 
applicant through cheque 

 If the advocate, who is appointed under the Scheme, is found negligent in the conduct 

of the case entrusted to him, then he will be required to return the brief together with 
the fee which he may have received from the applicant 

 Further, the Society will not be responsible for the negligent conduct of the case 
 But the entire responsibility will be that of the advocate vis-a-vis the client and the 

advocate’s name will be struck off from the panel. 
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Malaria  

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (online version New malaria vaccine found 100% effective) 

1. News: A new vaccine, Sanaria PfSPZ-CVac, for malaria is up to 100% effective when 

assessed at 10 weeks after last dose, according to the results of a clinical trial. The 
vaccine incorporated fully viable — not weakened or otherwise inactivated — malaria 
pathogens together with the medication to combat them 

2. Earlier initiatives: Most of the previous vaccines which have been tried involved the 
use of individual molecules found in the pathogen. However, they were unable to 
provide sufficient immunity to the disease. 
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PCPNDT 

act 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg5 Set up mechanism to delete sex determination ads: SC) 

1. News: The Supreme Court ordered three Internet giants — Google, Microsoft and 

Yahoo — to immediately set up their own in-house expert bodies to keep tabs on and 
delete online pre-natal sex determination advertisements 

2. Purpose: The intent of the order was to make these search engines responsive to 

Indian law. 
3. Earlier efforts: This step is in addition to the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare’s 

move to set up a nodal agency to receive complaints on violation of Section 22 of the 
1994 Act 

Section 22 of the Pre-conception and Pre-natal Diagnostic Techniques (Prohibition of Sex 

Selection) Act of 1994 prohibits advertisements relating to pre-natal determination of sex and 

imposes punishment. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg6 The bumps ahead) 

1. Context: For an economy that relies on public investment and private consumption to 

revive private investment and growth, the last round of official statistics on prices and 
industrial activity signal testing times ahead 

2. Stats/ economy situation: 

 Industrial output plummeted by 0.4% in December 2016, led by a 2% decline in 
manufacturing (just five of 22 industries registered positive growth) 

 A 6.8% decline in consumer goods 
 Wholesale prices have risen at the fastest pace in two and a half years this January, 

at 5.25% 
 This is particularly noteworthy since the pace of price rise at the consumer level 

slowed to 3.2% in the same month 
 By contrast, consumer prices had risen fractionally faster (3.4%) than wholesale 

prices (3.39%) in December 
 This divergence in wholesale prices and the prices consumers pay is unlikely to last 

long — with the former expected to stay firm for a few months to come, the latter will 
eventually catch up 

3. RBI’s policy: 
 The RBI may no longer track wholesale prices for monetary policy purposes 
 Food prices are not a problem thanks to a normal monsoon 
 But as RBI Governor Urjit Patel pointed out, consumer prices of non-food articles and 

fuel have been hard to contain since September 2016 
 But as RBI Governor Urjit Patel pointed out, consumer prices of non-food articles and 

fuel have been hard to contain since September 2016 
 Manufactured products are growing by almost 4% (thanks not to demand but upward 



 

 

commodity prices) and minerals by 1% 
4. Higher oil prices: 
 A rise in oil prices beyond $65 a barrel would be a cause for concern even if there is a 

belief that higher shale gas output will check a further spike 
 This poses a risk to the Centre’s fiscal arithmetic as well as India’s growth hopes 
 Higher oil price-led inflation will bring back into focus the high excise duties on 

petroleum products that have boosted the Centre’s tax kitty over the past couple of 
years 

 Those duties were raised when prices were low to protect consumers from an upward 
price shock, the government had argued 

 Cutting those duties will upset revenue calculations, but leaving them untouched will 
impose its own costs 

 The RBI has cited ‘transitory effects of demonetisation on inflation and output’ as the 
rationale to hold interest rates and shift from an accommodative monetary stance to 
‘neutral’ 

5. Conclusion: If inflation spikes in the coming months, it could further crimp consumer 

spending, with obvious consequences for the investment cycle and job creation. 
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Source—The Indian Express (The pollution in the house) 

1. Issue: Air pollution kills more Indians than any other risk factor with estimates ranging 

from 15 to 20 lakh premature deaths annually. 
2. Major reason: pollution from chulhas. One of the reasons India has such bad outdoor 

air pollution is that nearly 200 million households are still burning biomass every day 
for cooking. Solving the household dirty fuel problem will also help reduce the outdoor 
air problem 

3. Govt. initiatives: With the Give it Up scheme and the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala 

Yojana (PMUY) programme, the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoPNG) has 
targeted 5 crore BPL households to be connected to LPG by 2019 

4. Challenge to above initiative:  

 An LPG connection is a necessary first step, but there is need to ensure usage as 
well. An LPG connection alone does not help health much if the cylinder and stove sit 
unused in a corner, and are used occasionally for making tea 

 Although experience from all over the world shows that gas is a superior and 
aspirational fuel and that households can reasonably be expected to eventually shift to 
using it, there has not been much experience in creating the incentives for poor 
households to move quickly through the transition 

 Cost is certainly an issue 
 Other issues that are also important are reliable and rapid access to refills, clear 

messaging around health, and changes in community expectations 
5. Steps forward: 
 In the next stages of the LPG programme there would be real advantage if the two 

sectors, petroleum and health, were to work together to make sure LPG makes its full 
contribution of health — the former to provide access and the latter to help ensure 
usage 

 One such project is the Shishu Suraksha Karyakram (JSSK) programme among poor 
pregnant women. It has recently been expanded under the Pregnancy Aid Yojana 
scheme to provide a minimum of Rs 6,000 in incentives for healthy practices during 
pregnancy in poor households. There are risks with this approach, of course, but it 
works well if the funds are reserved for producing highly-effective behavioural 
changes that do not result in long-term financial commitments. Importantly they should 
be transferred directly to the women’s bank accounts where they are most likely to be 



 

 

used for the benefit of the household. There is a parallel opportunity for LPG use — to 
initiate a sub-programme of the PMUY that focuses on providing not only LPG 
connections but refills during pregnancy to all biomass-using households. 

 A recent study in Africa shows reduction in hypertension in pregnancy with clean fuel 
use. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Working on the ISRO principle) 

1. Context: With the launch of 104 satellites from a single rocket on 

Wednesday, ISRO has now set the global standard in a field which only a 
few nations even dare to dabble. The reasons that are at ISRO’s 
advantage are: autonomy, good location, human capital 

2. Autonomy : 

 ISRO is fortunate that it reports to the Prime Minister and his office rather 
than a line ministry. This has been critical to its success 

 In line ministries, ministers and bureaucrats have a tendency to 
micromanage their turf, and this includes autonomous bodies, agencies 
and enterprises 

 More often than not, there will be a senior official along with a set of junior 
officials who have direct charge of supervising the affairs of an agency 

 The Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) works differently given that its remit cuts 
across all government departments 

 Its officials would certainly not have the time or the mindspace to supervise 
the affairs of a single institution 

 ISRO, therefore, has a real autonomy that most other government 
agencies do not 

3. Good location: 

 The geographical location of the organisation also matters in terms of 
creating an appropriate ecosystem to nurture excellence 

 number of critical government-run organisations and enterprises are either 
headquartered in Delhi (because it’s the seat of the Union Government) or 
are in places that have had some political salience to the ruling 
dispensation at the time they were set up 

 Being located in Delhi will leave it particularly vulnerable to the diktats of 
the parent ministry and the slow-moving, cautious culture of an 
omnipresent bureaucracy 

 ISRO, headquartered in Bengaluru, is distant from Delhi and immune from 
the capital’s drawbacks 

 More importantly, it is located in the appropriate geography in what is 
India’s science and technology hub 

 It has the right ecosystem to attract talent and build its knowledge 
capabilities more than most government agencies do 

4. Human capital: 

 Unlike many government agencies which are staffed by generalists, ISRO 
is staffed by specialists right from its technocratic top management 

 ISRO is also more agnostic than most government agencies about 
cooperating with and working with the best in the private sector 

 The building blocks of many of ISRO’s successes come from outside the 
government system 

5. Learning from ISRO’s example: 
 The conventional view is that the government is poor in project execution 



 

 

and if one looks at the state of infrastructure or of the quality of public 
services that is not an unreasonable conclusion to reach. ISRO shows that 
it is possible, indeed feasible, for the government to build high-performing 
organisations/agencies. It is an argument for building top quality institutions 
in a limited number of areas where the government’s role cannot be 
substituted by the private sector. Cutting-edge research and development 
in spheres where there may not be ready profits is one area the 
government should focus on building ISRO-like institutions. Defence could 
be one such 

 A completely reformed Defence Research and Development Organisation 
based out of Pune or Bengaluru (not Delhi) which reports to the PMO and 
which actively collaborates with the private sector would be worth 
considering Or a central vaccine agency, based in Ahmedabad or Pune, 
which focusses on solutions to under-researched diseases. 

 Independence from line ministries is important for a high performing 
organization. The creation of high performing government bodies requires 
starting from scratch and focussing on a few basics: real autonomy from 
ministries, right geographical location/appropriate ecosystem, a team of 
specialists, partnership with the private sector and operating only in 
spheres where there is no alternative to government. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Govt mulls setting up scrap—based steel plants) 

1. News: The government is planning to set up scrap—based steel plants in 

north and west parts of India. 
2. Aim: To augment the country’s production capacity. These plants would be 

on the lines of ‘melt and manufacture’ steel technology used in the US 
3. The plants will have the capability to produce special high—grade steels, a 

pre—requisite for ‘Make in Steel’ 
4. Benefit: The scrap—based steel plants are environment—friendly, energy—

efficient and cost effective 
5. North and west India: These regions are important form the perspective of 

scrap—availability and steel import hubs 
6. Fact check: India imports around six million tonnes of scrap steel every year 

and is the second largest importer of scrap after Turkey 
7. By 2025, the country will be able to generate 7.5 million tonnes of scrap 

every year. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg There is no concept of a ‘national song’, observes Supreme Court) 

1. News: The court rejected a plea to direct the Central government to frame a 

national policy under Article 51A (fundamental duties) of the Constitution to 
promote and propagate the National Anthem, the National Flag and a 
‘national song’ 

2. SC stand: Article 51A only mentions the National Flag and the National 
Anthem. The Article does not refer to a national song. The court also 



 

 

 rejected a prayer to make the rendering of the National Anthem compulsory 
in offices, courts, legislative houses and Parliament 

3. However, the court “kept alive” the plea that schools should play or sing the 
National Anthem on working days. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Project Loon can now predict weather systems) 

1. Researchers at Google have moved a step closer to rolling out a network 
of huge balloons to provide Internet connectivity to billions of people 
around the world, particularly those in difficult-to-reach rural areas 

2. The Project Loon team, part of the company’s X research lab, can now 
use machine learning to predict weather systems 

3. The advance means Google has much more control over where its 
balloons reach, making it possible to focus on a specific region, rather 
than circumnavigating the globe 

4. The balloons float in the stratosphere around 18 kilometres high. By 
raising or lowering altitude, the balloons can be caught in different 
weather streams, changing direction. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Govt. junks border wall plan) 

1. News: The Centre has given up its proposal to build a wall along the 
Pakistan border in Jammu, originally envisaged as a barrier to cross-
border terror.  

2. Wayahead: 
 The government would instead depend on ‘technological solutions’ such 

as a ‘smart fence’, a seamless virtual fence with sensors to identify any 
infiltration 

 The Home Ministry is now working on a Comprehensive Integrated 
Border Management System (CIBMS) for 24X7 surveillance 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Rail Bhavan, North Block spar after Budget merger) 

1. News: The Finance Ministry has asked the Railways Ministry to hereafter remit the annual 

dividends it receives from the 14 central public sector units (CPSUs) under its purview. 
2. Reason for opposition by railway ministry: 

 The Railways ministry has shot back arguing that giving away the dividends from the 
CPSUs – estimated at about ₹850 crore for 2017-18 – would hit its earnings 

 Saving on dividend payments to the MoF was one of the biggest arguments made in favour 
of scrapping the separate Rail Budget. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Why Earth’s inner core doesn’t melt) 

1. News: Scientists have discovered why the crystallised iron core of the Earth remains solid, 

despite being hotter than the surface of the Sun. 
2. About core: Spinning within Earth’s molten core is a crystal ball — actually a mass 

formation of almost pure crystallised iron — nearly the size of the moon. Pure iron likely 
accounts for 96% of the inner core’s composition, along with nickel and possibly light 
elements 

3. Reason:  

 On the edge of the inner core, pieces of crystals’ structure continuously melt and diffuse 
only to be reinserted due to high pressure like “shuffling deck of cards” 

 This energy distribution cycle keeps the crystal stable and the core solid 
4. Detail mechanism: 
 As with all metals, the atomic-scale crystal structures of iron change depending on the 

temperature and pressure the metal is exposed to Atoms are packed into variations of 
cubic, as well as hexagonal formations. 

 At room temperatures and normal atmospheric pressure, iron is in what is known as a 
body-centred cubic (BCC) phase, which is a crystal architecture with eight corner points 
and a centre point.  

 However at extremely high pressure, the crystalline structures transform into 12-point 
hexagonal forms, or a close packed (HCP) phase 

 At Earth’s core, where pressure is 3.5 million times higher than surface pressure — and 
temperatures are some 6,000 degrees higher — scientists have proposed that the atomic 
architecture of iron must be hexagonal 

 At low temperature, BCC is unstable and crystalline planes slide out of the ideal BCC 
structure. But at high temperatures, the stabilisation of these structures begins much like a 
card game — with the shuffling of a “deck” 

 In the extreme heat of the core, atoms no longer belonged to planes because of the high 
amplitude of atomic motion 

 The sliding of these planes is a bit like shuffling a deck of cards. Even though the cards are 
put in different positions, the deck is still a deck. Likewise, the BCC iron retains its cubic 
structure 

 Such a shuffling leads to an enormous increase in the distribution of molecules and energy 
— which leads to increasing entropy, or the distribution of energy states. That, in turn, 
makes the BCC stable. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Project in tie-up with U.K. and Singapore to close gaps in Indian 

genomic data) 

1. News: With genomics medicine developing fast, the gathering and sharing of genetic data 
globally has become more and more important. A new initiative involving India, Britain and 
Singapore hopes to change that by creating a service that will help gather and share 
genetic information on individuals from across India.  

2. The move will be vital for India’s participation in this emerging area of precision medicine 
3. Genomic data from India accounts for around 0.2 per cent of what has been collected to 

date 
Global Gene Corp (GGC-A Mumbai-based company formed four years ago with the 

intention of studying Indian genomes, and coming up with clinical solutions) has tied up 

with a British initiative that has created beacons (Essentially an online service that allows 

researchers from across the world to be able to find and share particular types of genomic 

data. The Indian beacon will be the first one to focus on an Asian population ), to create an 

India beacon, ggcINDIA 
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Source—The Hindu (pg The Indian beacon will be the first one to focus on an Asian 

population) 

1. News: With the fast drying up of water resources and alarming depletion of 

groundwater, water poverty would soon become the major challenge for 
households in Palakkad district because Palakkad stands top among the districts in 
Kerala on many counts in the Water Poverty Index (WPI). 

2. Concern:  

 Families will have to spend a lot of money in sourcing water if the situation 
continues unabated 

 High content of fluoride along with large-scale contamination makes the drinking 
water unsafe & the situation would turn worse in the coming years 

 Every year, a large number of cholera cases are getting reported from the banks of 
the Bharathapuzha, especially from Pattambi-Thrithala regions 

 Water-borne diseases are very much high in Palakkad while comparing with other 
districts. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Iran to hold 3-day military drills from Monday despite U.S. warnings) 

1. News: Iran’s elite Revolutionary Guard is to conduct military drills next week, 

despite warnings from the United States and fresh sanctions over a ballistic missile 
test. The manoeuvres will be called ‘Grand Prophet 11’ 



 

 

 2. Background: In early February, Iran conducted drills involving short-range 
missiles at a time of heightened tensions with the United States 

3. Purpose: The Islamic republic said that the exercises were aimed at 
demonstrating Iran’s “complete preparedness to deal with the threats” and 
“humiliating sanctions” from Washington 

4. U.S.’s fresh curbs: U.S. President Donald Trump slapped fresh sanctions against 
Tehran’s weapons procurement network following a ballistic missile test on 
January 29 

 

 

 

 

GS:1—GEOGRAPHY 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg Scientists claim discovery of drowned Pacific Ocean continent 

Zealandia) 

1. News:  A continent two-thirds the size of Australia has been found beneath the 

south-west Pacific Ocean Known as Zealandia. 
2. About Zealandia: 

 the land mass of 4.5 million square kilometres (1.74 million square miles) is 94 per 
cent under water and only its highest points — New Zealand and New Caledonia 
— poke above the surface 

 Zealandia is believed to have broken away from Australia about 80 million years 
ago and sank beneath the sea as part of the break up of the super-continent known 
as Gondwanaland 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Air pollution kills 10 lakh Indians every year: study) 

1. According to the Medical journal The Lancet, The air Indians breathe is turning 

more toxic by the day and an average of two deaths take place daily due to air 
pollution 

2. Stats: Globally 2.7-3.4 million preterm births may be associated with PM2.5 

exposure and South Asia is the worst hit accounting for 1.6 million pre-term births 
3. Reason:  

 Climate change poses both, a “potentially catastrophic risk to human health”, while 
conversely being “the greatest global health opportunity of the 21st century” if the 
right steps are taken 

 The smog over northern India is extracting a heavy toll, every minute two lives are 
lost in India due to ambient air pollution. 

4. Damage: Further, according an estimate by the World Bank, this would amount to a 

whopping USD 38 billion loss in income towards labour in India. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg How to fend off bouncers) 

1. Context: The Supreme Court has appointed a four-member Committee of 

Administrators (CoA) to oversee the overhaul of the Board of Control for Cricket in 
India (BCCI). 

2. Concern: The mandate for the CoA is clear, but its implementation will be 

complicated because It needs to achieve the following: 
 Oversee the adoption and implementation of the Lodha Committee directives by 

the BCCI and the State associations, 
 ascertain and consolidate Indian cricket’s standing in and leverage with the 

International Cricket Council (ICC), 
 make major decisions related to the Indian Premier League (IPL) and BCCI’s 

sponsorships, and 
 introduce a governance structure that serves as a sustainable benchmark for how 

Indian cricket is to be governed. 
3. Action taken by new body: 
 The CoA has already begun its work of removing the remnants of the earlier 

regime 
 It ordered the closing of the recently opened New Delhi office of the BCCI and 

relieved the resources of those who had been employed there by the erstwhile 
administration 

 It also sent its representative to the critically important ICC meeting where a 
proposal to overturn the revenue structure was passed by the ICC in a manner 
that is sure to be adverse to Indian cricket, a loss in revenue estimated to be in the 
vicinity of ₹3,000 crore over the next six years 

4. Challenges for new body: 

 The CoA is also likely to face a deluge of queries and complaints from the various 
State associations who are unsure of, or unwilling to accept, the reforms 

 The IPL has been the ignored stepchild since the last season, a victim of the 
complex interplay that resulted in the BCCI’s metamorphosis. 

 The CoA has taken over at a very tricky time for Indian cricket, and although it will 
have had little to do with the pushback from the ICC, it will nonetheless be judged 
for it by observers 

 The CoA faces an immediate roadblock as it seeks to modify the IPL’s Governing 
Council in line with the Lodha Committee directive that requires a players’ 
association representative 

 The association has not even been formed yet, so even for the IPL implementing 
the Lodha Committee recommendations this season may prove to be logistically 
impossible 

5. Way forwad: 
 Revenue will be the key component that will determine Indian cricket’s leverage 

and infrastructure. The two most pertinent decisions will therefore be regarding the 
IPL’s media rights and possible expansion, and the ICC’s revised structure taking 
away a major chunk of the BCCI’s revenues. 

 The BCCI’s Committee of Administrators will need to speed up on challenges on 
many fronts. For now, a dichotomy between power play moves and restoring 
cricket to the fans in an undiluted form is the immediate takeaway. 

 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 

 

 Source—The Hindu (pg Smoke on the water) 

1. Context: A lake in Bengaluru on fire, with a massive plume of smoke that could be 



 

 

 

 

 

 

seen from afar 
2. Concern: 

 It is a warning sign that urban environments are crashing under the weight of 
official indifference 

 If wetlands are the kidneys of the cities, as scientists like to describe them, 
Karnataka’s capital city has entered a phase of chronic failure. 

 It reported the tragic fact that 38% of wetlands had already been lost nationally; 
and shockingly, in some districts only 12% survived 

 The Centre has since issued rules for conservation and management, and chosen 
115 water bodies in 24 States for protection support, but this is obviously too little 

 Soil scientists have found higher levels of cadmium in green vegetables grown 
using water from Bellandur 

 No longer the city of lakes and famed gardens, it has lost an estimated 79% of 
water bodies and 80% of its tree cover from the baseline year of 1973 

3. Reason: Successive governments in the State have ignored the rampant 

encroachment of lake beds and catchment areas for commercial exploitation, and 
the pollution caused by sewage, industrial effluents and garbage, which 
contributed to the blaze on Bellandur lake 

4. Wayahead: 

 It is time the State government took note of the several expert recommendations 
that have been made, including those of the Centre for Ecological Sciences of the 
Indian Institute of Science 

 The priority, clearly, is to end pollution outfalls into the water bodies, which will help 
revive them to an acceptable state of health 

 Identifying all surviving wetlands and demarcating them using digital and physical 
mapping will help communities monitor encroachments 

 Removal of land-grabbers and restoration of interconnecting channels is crucial to 
avoid future flooding events 

 Every city needs a single lake protection authority. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Centre not for terming Pakistan a ‘terror state’) 

1. News: An independent MP has moved The Declaration of Countries as Sponsor of 

Countries as Sponsor of Terrorism Bill, 2016 to impose legal, economic and travel 
sanctions on citizens of countries which promote terror. 

2. Govt. Will oppose a Private Member’s Bill moved in the Rajya Sabha recently 
seeking to declare countries like Pakistan terror states 

3. Reason: The Bill jeopardises international relations under the Geneva 
Convention. We have diplomatic relations with the neighbouring country which 
includes High Commissions as well as trade relations. It will be not prudent to 
declare any country as a terror state as India is bound by international norms. 

 

GS: 2—IR 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg India, Rwanda sign 3 MoUs) 

1. News: MoUs: Promoting innovation, easing visa requirements and boosting 

air connectivity between the two countries. 
2. The countries will set up an entrepreneurship development centre in Kigali 
3. Rwanda Air will start services to India in the coming months 
4. Both countries will mutually exempt visa requirements for diplomatic and 

official passport holders. 
 

GS:2—IR 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg Europe keen on resuming trade talks) 

1. Context: ‘Delegation for Relations with India’ consisting of senior 
officials from the EU and European Parliament urged the Indian govt 
to consider a six-month extension of bilateral investment treaties until the FTA or 
the comprehensive BTIA (Bilateral Trade and Investment Agreement) 
negotiations are restarted. 

2. Nearly 11 months after Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Brussels and spoke 
about the issue, EU diplomats say there has been no movement on the BTIA/FTA 
talks that were suspended in 2013 after 16 rounds of negotiation 

3. The delegation expressed that businesses in their countries would like to invest in 
India only once the government “guarantees” the process in India, which would 
follow the conclusion of the BTIA. 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 

http://www.civilsdaily.com/india-rwanda-sign-3-mous/#post-86449


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg In India, diverging incomes despite equalising forces) 

1. Context: 

 If India has to do well, the States as a whole must do well 
 It also requires that large differences in economic development between them 

must narrow over time 
 Economists call this narrowing — reduction in relative disparities — 

“convergence. 
 

2. Concern:  

 In the 2000s, while standards of living (measured in terms of Gross State 
Domestic Product or consumption) per capita increased in all the States, the 
disparities among them also increased. In other words, there was divergence 
across the States instead of convergence. 

 The first puzzle stems from the international comparisons: across countries 
disparities are declining in contrast to India 

 The second puzzle is a temporal one: the tendency towards disparities within 
India has been strengthening, not weakening, over time 

 Convergence occurs when a State that starts off with a lower level of per capita 
GDP sees faster growth of per capita GDP in the future so that it catches up with 
better-performing States. Poorer countries are catching up with richer countries, 
the poorer Chinese provinces are catching up with the richer ones. But in India, 
the less developed States are not catching up; instead they are, on average, 
falling behind the richer States 

 Internationally, growth rates of per capita GDP widened at least since the 1820s 
with poorer countries growing slower than richer countries, leading to the basic 
divide between advanced and developing countries. Since 1980 this long-term 
trend was reversed and poorer countries started catching up with richer ones. In 
stark contrast, there continues to be divergence within India or an aggravation of 
regional inequality. 

 But things changed for both the world and China in the 2000s; however they did 
not change for India. This was despite the promise that less developed States 
such as Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh had started improving their 
relative performance. But the data show that those developments were neither 
strong nor durable enough to change the underlying picture of divergence or 
growing inequality. 

3. Way forward: 

 Convergence happens essentially through trade and through mobility of factors of 
production 

 If a State/country is poor, the returns to capital must be high and should be able to 
attract capital and labour, thereby raising its productivity and enabling catch-up 
with richer States/countries 

 Trade, based on comparative advantage, is a surrogate (substitute) for the 
movement of underlying factors of production 

 A less developed country that has abundant labour and scarce capital will export 
labour-intensive goods (a surrogate for exporting unskilled labour) and import 
capital-intensive goods (a surrogate for attracting capital) 

 Within India, where borders are porous, convergence has failed whereas across 
countries where borders are much thicker (because of restrictions on trade, 
capital and labour) there is a convergence dynamic 

 The driving force behind the Chinese convergence dynamic has been the 
migration of people from farms in the interior to factories on the coast, raising 
productivity and wages in the poorer regions faster than in richer regions 



 

 

 The move towards economic divergence across India in the face of the equalising 
forces of trade and migration is a deep puzzle waiting to be unravelled. 

4. Not the case of governance deficit:  

 If that is the case, capital will not flow to regions of high productivity because this 
high productivity may be more notional than real 

 Poor governance could make the risk-adjusted returns on capital low even in 
capital-scarce States 

 Moreover, greater labour mobility or exodus from these areas, especially of the 
higher skilled, could worsen governance 

5. A second hypothesis relates to India’s pattern of development: India, unlike most 
growth successes in Asia, has relied on growth of skill-intensive sectors rather 
than low-skill ones. If the binding constraint on growth is the availability of skills, 
there is no reason why labour productivity would necessarily be high in capital-
scarce States. Unless the less developed regions are able to generate skills (in 
addition to providing good governance), convergence may not occur. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Green tea-laced capacitor to power wearable devices) 

1. News: Scientists have used green tea compounds to develop a new flexible and 
compact rechargeable energy storage device. 

2. The device may power more comfortable wearable electronics such as heart rate 
monitors. 

3. The most prominent versions of wearable electronics are sold in the form of 
watches or sports bands 

4. Challenge: Powering soft wearable electronics with a long-lasting source of 
energy remains a big challenge. However, most supercapacitors are rigid, and 
the compressible supercapacitors developed so far have run into roadblocks. 

5. Supercapacitors have been made with carbon-coated polymer sponges, but the 
coating material tends to bunch up and compromise performance 

6. The new supercapacitor made from green tea demonstrated power and energy 
densities of 2,715 watts per kg and 22 watt- hours per kg — enough to operate a 
heart rate monitor, LEDs or a bluetooth module. 

 

GS:3—BIODIVERSITY 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg Tiny frog species found in Western Ghats) 

1. News: Scientists have come across four new species of tiny frogs in 
Western Ghats 

2. About frog: 
 These species are among the seven new ‘Night Frogs’ discovered by a 

team of researchers from the University of Delhi and the Kerala Forest 
Department, who spent five years surveying the global biodiversity hotspot. 

 Night Frogs: Belong to the Nyctibatrachus genus endemic to the 
Western Ghats 

 They represent an ancient group of frogs that diversified on the Indian 
landmass approximately 70 to 80 million years ago 

3. Threat:  
 The discovery also highlights the threat posed by human activities to the 

species 
 The Athirappilly Night Frog was found close to the Athirappilly waterfalls, 

the proposed site of a hydroelectric project 
 The Sabarimala Night Frog was discovered near the hill shrine which 

receives lakhs of pilgrims every year 
 The Radcliffe’s Night frog and the Kadalar Night Frog were reported from 

plantation areas 
 Over 32% of the frog species in the Western Ghats are already threatened 

with extinction 



 

 

 Out of the seven new species, five face considerable anthropogenic threats 
and require immediate conservation. 

 

 

GS: 3—SECURITY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg Defence Ministry approves expansion of coastal surveillance radar 

chain) 

1. News: The Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) gave the nod for the second 

phase of the static sensor chain 
2. Aim: To further strengthen the surveillance of the country’s over 7,500-km-

long coastline. Involves setting up 38 additional radars, four mobile 
surveillance stations and two Vessel Traffic Management Systems at Kutch 
and Khambat 

3. The project would be executed by Indian companies and the lead integrator 
would be Bharat Electronics Limited, Bengaluru 

4. Background: India took up a major project to fill gaps in surveillance of the 
coastline in the aftermath of the Mumbai attacks in 2008 

5. Other development: The DAC also gave approval for the setting up of an 
intermediate engine repair facility for Naval Mig-29K fighter aircraft at Goa. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg BharatQR: One step closer to e-payments) 

1. News: India has reached a new milestone in cashless transaction by 

launching BharatQR. 
2. BharatQR is the world’s first interoperable payment acceptance solution 
3. This is the second big ticket initiative from the Centre, after BHIM, towards 

pushing digital transactions. 

 

GS:3—SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg Juno to remain in current orbit around Jupiter: NASA) 

1. News: NASA’s solar-powered Juno spacecraft, which has been probing 

Jupiter since July last year, will remain in its current 53-day orbit around 
the gas giant planet for the remainder of its mission. 

2. This will allow Juno to accomplish its science goals, while avoiding the risk 
of a previously-planned engine firing that would have reduced the 
spacecraft’s orbital period to 14 days. 

 



 

 

GS:2—HEALTH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg Necessary limit) 

1. Context: Capping the prices of medical stents, which are used to treat 

coronary artery disease, by the National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority 
(NPPA) 

2. Reason: It is an extreme regulatory measure necessitated by the market 

failure that afflicts the overall delivery of health care in India 
3. Importance of this step: 
 Rising costs have led to impoverishment of families and litigation 

demanding regulation 
 Given the overall dominance of private, commercial, for-profit health 

institutions, and the asymmetry confronting citizens, correctives to bring 
about a balance are inevitable 

 Two important pointers to the need for cost regulation are available from 
research published in The Lancet in December 2015: 

a. Nearly two-thirds of the high out-of-pocket expenditure on health incurred 
by Indians went towards drugs 

b. Even the meagre research data available showed that there was irrational 
use of medical technologies, including cardiac stents and knee implants 

 Regulated prices can, therefore, be expected to make stents more 
accessible to patients who really need them, helping them avoid using up 
the weak insurance cover available 

 It will also reduce the incentive for unethical hospitals to use them 
needlessly 

4. Importance of stents: 
 There are over 60 million diagnosed diabetics in the country. And the 

average age at which the first heart attack strikes Indians is 50, a decade 
earlier than people in developed nations 

 At appropriate prices, and with a health system that pools the cost among 
all citizens, it would be possible to provide access to stents and other 
treatments for all 

5. Disadvantage of Market-determined pricing: 
 Health-care providers often demand market-determined pricing of medical 

technologies on the ground that newer ones will not be available under a 
regulated regime 

 In the case of cardiac stents, this argument does not hold water since 
stakeholder consultations held by the NPPA in January revealed that 
there are ‘huge unethical markups’ in the supply chain. 

6. Way ahead: 

 It was estimated five years ago by the Planning Commission’s expert 
group on universal health coverage that raising spending on public 
procurement of medicines to 0.5% of GDP (from 0.1%) would provide all 
essential medicines to everyone. What is necessary, is, a two-pronged 
approach to improve access to medicines and technology 

a. The Centre should monitor expenditures jointly in partnership with the 
community, use regulation where needed, and raise public spending on 
health 

b. The latest measure provides an opportunity to expand the availability of 
stents, and by extension angioplasty procedures, in the public health 



 

 

system. District hospitals should offer cardiac treatments uniformly. This 
should be a priority programme to be completed in not more than five 
years 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian Express (pg  

1. Context: The world’s governments have agreed on an ambitious agenda 

to transform our world by 2030, adopting the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). SDGs aim to ensure no one is left behind, and everyone 
benefits from development efforts. 

2. Agenda 2030 is unprecedented in scope and significance: 
 The SDGs are multi-dimensional and interconnected, and the scale of 

the challenge at hand is vast 
 Realising these 17 goals will require deep commitment, trillions of dollars 

in investment, and innovative ideas and approaches 
 It will also require institutions and individuals to bring together the very 

best they have to offer in order to achieve this shared vision of prosperity 
for all 

3. Govt. Steps towards SDGs: 

 Many of the central and state governments’ existing flagship schemes 
and policies, and their strategic vision for achieving prosperity for all, link 
clearly to the SDGs 

4. Way forward: 

 Crucial to the world meeting the SDGs by 2030 will be our ability to build 
opportunities for meaningful collaboration between all stakeholders, 
including governments, businesses and community organizations 

 It is therefore important to develop creative models that can strategically 
harness financing for development, private capital and philanthropic 
funds to bridge the gap between the quantum of funds required and 
public funds 

 Investment from the private sector into social development is an 
important piece for solving the financial puzzle, particularly when it 
comes to mobilising capital to maximise development spending in priority 
areas for the government 

 India’s philanthropic and business sectors can play a critical role in 
supporting and accelerating ongoing work in these areas 

 Renewed commitment, coordination and alignment between the 
government and the philanthropy sector could well bring much-needed 
funds to the table, as well as contribute technical knowledge, skills and 
energy for development programmes 

 Philanthropy can also complement efforts underway to forge more 
partnerships and blended financial models to achieve the SDGs. India 
has already adopted an innovative method of getting businesses to pitch 
in through the new Companies Act 

The India Philanthropy Report 2015 tracks the growth of philanthropy in India, 

paints a very encouraging picture. Since 2009, India has added more than 

100 million private donors, and they are contributing to a wide array of causes 



 

 

 The SDG Philanthropy Platform, soon to be launched in India, is an 
initiative of Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, the Foundation Center 
and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). The platform 
could similarly help India realise its enormous contribution to solving 
global development challenges and employing creative technological 
solutions. 

5. Conclusion: Shepherding the achievements of the SDGs is an enormous 

task that requires the involvement of every sector and each level of 
society. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Centre doubles solar park capacity to 40,000 MW) 

1. News: The Cabinet has approved the doubling of solar park capacity to 

40,000 MW, which will entail an additional 50 solar parks. 
2. While most of the additional 50 solar parks, to be commissioned by 2019-

20, will be 50 MW of capacity, the Centre is also considering smaller parks 
in Himalayan and other hilly states where contiguous land is difficult to 
acquire 

3. The total capacity when operational will generate 64 billion units of 
electricity per year which will lead to abatement of around 55 million tonnes 
of carbon dioxide per year over its life cycle. 

 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg International reports linking air pollution and deaths in India are 

“extrapolations without due scientific validation”) 

1. Environment ministry termed the recent international reports linking air 
pollution and deaths in India extrapolations without due scientific validation 

2. Concern: Two reports last week, one published in the Lancet and the other 
by the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME) at the University of 
Washington, attribute about a million deaths in India in 2015 to breathing 
noxious air. 

 

GS:3—SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg Navy frigate INS Betwa righted at Mumbai dockyard) 

1. News: Indian Navy frigate INS Betwa has been salvaged and righted. It had 

toppled in a dockyard in Mumbai in December 2016. 
2. About INS Betwa: 

 INS Betwa (F39) is a Brahmaputra-class guided missile frigate currently in service with 
the Indian Navy. The ship is named for the Betwa River. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 Source—The Hindu (pg New agency to probe anomalies in I-T returns post demonetisation) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brahmaputra-class_frigate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guided_missile_frigate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Betwa_River
http://www.civilsdaily.com/new-agency-to-probe-anomalies-in-i-t-returns-post-demonetisation/#post-86690


 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Govt: There is a move to set up an agency to investigate anomalies in 
income tax returns filed by 18 lakh people after demonetization 

2. Issue: Post demonetisation, ₹15 lakh crore was deposited in banks 
3. As many as 18 lakh people have filed income tax returns showing their 

income as ₹12 lakh but have deposited ₹1.25 crore in banks. 

 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg Location norms soon for waste treatment plants) 

1. Context: A draft law proposed by the Central Pollution Control Board 
(CPCB) on waste-to-energy plants. 

2. Soon, waste-to-energy plants will be allowed to come up within 20-100 
metres of residential areas 

3. Currently: The Union Environment Ministry and Urban Development 
Ministry guidelines have no defined limits on the minimum distance 
separating such plants from residential areas. Only specifications for 
landfills — that they be least 500 m. away from “habitable zones” — exist 

4. New CPCB guidelines: Future plants ought to follow a model of 
‘decentralisation’. Decentralisation means that rather than a city’s waste 
being carted to a few large landfills or waste-conversion plants, there 
should be more units disaggregated and employing optimal technology to 
convert the waste into fuel or electricity 

5. Given that land in cities was frequently unavailable and prone to disputes, 
the new law allows plants to determine their locations based on their 
processing capacity. Thus plants processing up to 50 tonnes of waster per 
day only need maintain a 30 m buffer zone while those dealing with more 
than 100 tonnes require a 100 m boundary. Where land was scarce and 
appropriate processing technologies existed, a plant could even come 
within 20 m of a residential, commercial or construction facility. 

 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg Microplastic particles clogging oceans) 

1. News: Primary Microplastics in the Oceans reported by the International 

Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). 
2. Source:  

 car tyres and synthetic textiles 
 particles stem from everything from marine coatings and road markings 
 city dust and the microbeads in cosmetics 
 washing clothes and driving, significantly contribute to the pollution choking 

our oceans. 

 

GS:3—SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg Roche can’t hang on to breast cancer drug: HC) 

1. Context: The Delhi High Court hearing pleas of Roche and other pharma 



 

 

 

 

 

firms such as Biocon on the issue of marketing and sale of generic drugs 
biosimilar to the Swiss company’s Trastuzumab 

2. HC: It told Swiss pharma major Roche that it “cannot hang on to” breast 
cancer drug Trastuzumab, innovated by it, for the rest of its life after having 
enjoyed the fruits of its patent 

3. Roche: Argued that Biocon, Mylan and Reliance cannot term their 
medicine merely Trastuzumab and ought to call it Biocon’s Trastuzumab or 
Mylan’s Trastuzumab. This is because these companies have not followed 
the entire protocol of tests and studies, as was done by it. 

4. To this, the Bench said the advantage of biosimilarity was that it was an 
abbreviated process and companies like Biocon and Mylan need not go 
through the entire “rigmarole” as was done by Roche. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Israeli expertise to develop agriculture) 

1. News: Israel is in the process of setting Centres of Excellence in agriculture 

development, one or two in Telangana and two in Andhra Pradesh 
2. Background:  

 Already, the country is helping in the implementation of the third phase of the 
Indo-Israeli Agriculture Cooperation Project where farmers are trained in 
water management, best farm practices and post-harvest management in 
different States 

 Israel has specialised in desalination plants and though eight such plants are 
operational in different parts in India, more could be started with the 
technology provided for because water availability is always in shortage here. 

 

GS:2—EDUCATION 

 

Ranking 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg Universities to compete with IITs, IIMs in rankings) 

1. News: Central and State universities will have to compete with institutions like 
Indian Institutes of Technology and Indian Institutes of Management in this 
year’s official rankings of higher education institutions, which will be released 
early in April 

2. The National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) was put in place by the 
Ministry of Human Resource Development last year 

3. About NIRF: 
 It is a methodology adopted by the Ministry of Human Resource Development 

(MHRD), Government of India, to rank all institutions of higher education in 
India 

 5 Parameters: “Teaching, Learning and Resources,” “Research and 
Professional Practices,” “Graduation Outcomes,” “Outreach and Inclusivity,” 
and “Perception”. 

 

GS:3—BIODIVERSITY 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Record Olive Ridley nesting baffles wildlife experts) 

1. News: A record-breaking mass nesting by 3.8 lakh endangered olive ridley 

turtles (Lepidochelys olivacea) took place at the Rushikulya rookery coast in 
Ganjam district of Odisha in February 2017 

2. Concern: Interestingly, no mass nesting had taken place at the site a year ago 
3. Reason: It was then suspected that several environmental factors, including 

chemical factors like salinity of the beach and the sea near the coast, may have 



 

 

 prompted these marine reptiles to give the coast a miss in 2016. According to 
experts, most mass nesting sites of olive ridley turtles in the world are located 
near river mouths, where salinity is lowHowever, a lot still needs to be explored 
with regard to the influence of the salinity factor as not much is known about the 
relation between mass nesting by these endangered turtles and coastline salinity 

4. About olive ridley turtle:  

 The olive ridley is classified as Vulnerable according to the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN), and is listed in 
Appendix I of CITES 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg Sex offenders’ list in Kerala soon) 

1. News: In a first for the entire country, Kerala will soon have a sex 

offenders’ register and a comprehensive relief fund for sex crime survivors 
2. Register: Would be kept in the public domain & would contain all 

identification details of sex offenders 
3. Fund: Interim relief would be provided to the survivors of sex crimes, 

children and adults, from the proposed relief fund. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Shining bright) 

1. Context: 

 The clearance from the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs for a 
plan to double the capacity of solar power installed in dedicated solar 
parks to 40 gigawatts by 2020 

 The will be facilitated with partial government fiscal assistance and is in 
line with the goal of creating a base of 100 gigawatts by 2022 

2. Benefit: 

 Expansion of solar power capacity is among the more efficient means to 
meet the commitment to keep carbon emissions in check under the 
Paris Agreement on climate change 

 It can provide the multiplier effect of creating additional employment, 
with overall economic dividends 

Stats:  

The International Renewable Energy Agency notes in its report titled 

REthinking Energy 2017: Accelerating the Global Energy Transformation, 

globally, jobs in solar energy have witnessed the fastest growth since 2011 

among various renewable energy sectors 

Asia has harnessed the potential the most, providing 60% of all renewable 

energy employment 

3. Challenges to solar sector: 

 The trend in some emerging economies, including India, has been a 
reduction in public financing of renewable energy projects over the last 
five years 

 Analysis: This has implications for equity in the long run, and electricity 
regulators should fix tariffs taking into account the reduction in the 
levelised cost of electricity (the average break-even price over a 
project’s lifetime) 

 Way forward: Yet, recourse to other funding options, including regulated 
debt instruments such as green bonds, would be necessary to achieve 
early, ambitious targets 

4. Way ahead: 

 Apart from measures to scale up generating capacity, India should take 
a close look at competitive manufacturing of the full chain of 
photovoltaics 

 It should open training facilities to produce the human resources the 
industry will need in the years ahead 

 Renewables and new energy storage technologies are on course to 
overshadow traditional fossil fuel-based sources of power as the costs 
decline 

 Low-cost financing channels hold the key to quick augmentation of solar 
generating capacity 



 

 

 Besides promoting phase two of the solar parks plan, and powering 
public facilities such as railway stations and stadia using solar power, 
the Centre should put in place arrangements that make it easier for 
every citizen and small business to adopt rooftop solar 

 This is crucial to achieving the overall goal of 100 GW from this plentiful 
source of energy by 2022, and to raise the share of renewables in the 
total energy mix to 40% in the next decade 

 At the Paris UN Climate Change Conference, developed countries 
pledged to raise $100 billion a year by 2020 for mitigation, and more in 
later years, a promise that needs to be vigorously pursued 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Plan to allow larger firms to shut shop sans govt. nod) 

1. News: The Labour Ministry has proposed that factories with up to 500 

workers be allowed to lay off workers or shut shop without seeking 
government permission 

2. Objective: To give firms flexibility in hiring and firing employees. 

3. Current ruling: accordind to Industrial Disputes Act, 1947, factories with 

up to 100 workers are allowed to go in for retrenchment, lay-off or 
closure without seeking government permission 

4. Stats: according to Sixth Economic Census, Around 99% of a total of 

4.53 crore non-agricultural establishments employed less than 100 
workers in 2013-14 and were allowed to retrench workers or close shut 
shop without government permission 

5. The Labour Ministry is set to discuss the proposed Labour Code on 
Industrial Relations. the Labour Ministry had proposed integrating three 
labour laws — the Trade Unions Act, the Industrial Disputes Act and the 
Industrial Employment (Standing Orders) Act — into a single code for 
industrial relations. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg India building a supercomputer juggernaut) 

1. News: India will likely unveil its most powerful supercomputer in June 
2. Implication: If its processors operate at the full capacity of 10 petaflops, it 

could earn a place among the world’s top 10 fastest supercomputers 
3. About 10 petaflops: (1 followed by 15 zeroes of floating point operations 

per second) a clock speed a million times faster than the fastest 
consumer laptops. 

4. About upcoming supercomputer: jointly hosted at the Indian Institute of 

Tropical Meteorology, Pune and the National Centre for Medium Range 
Weather Forecasting at Noida in Uttar Pradesh 

5. History of supercomputer in India: Though India has built or hosted 

supercomputers since the 1990s, it held a ‘top 10’ spot only once, in 
2007, with the EKA built by the Computational Research Laboratories, 
which is part of the Tata group. This position was lost, though several 
ultra-fast machines exist in Indian academic institutions; they feature in 
the 100s or 200s in global rankings 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Invasive trees being removed) 

1. News: On February 10, the Madurai Bench of Madras High Court 

ordered removal of the invasive tree species ‘seemai karuvelam’  
across the State in 15 days and submit a report 

2. About ‘seemai karuvelam’: 

 Native to: Mexico, South America and the Caribbean (also native to 
West Africa according to some sources) 

 It was brought to Tamil Nadu in 1960s as fuelwood 
 Slowly, these seeds started drifting into dams and rivers, causing 

problems 
 Apparently, the plant is such that no other species can co-exist with 

it, and it has already caused drying up of several water bodies in the 
state, adding to the woes of the water-starved state 

 Karuvelam tree absorbs more than four litres of water to obtain one 
kilogram of biomass 

 It cannot even shelter birds as it produces less oxygen and more 
carbon dioxide 

 If it does not have sufficient water it begins absorbing groundwater 
And if there is no groundwater, it starts absorbing humidity from the 
surroundings 

 It can also turn the groundwater poisonous. 
 

GS:3—SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Arctic vault receives new seed deposits) 

1. News: Some 50,000 new samples from seed collections around the 

world, including India, have been deposited in the Svalbard Global 
Seed Vault at an Arctic island. 

2. About The Svalbard Global Seed Vault: 

 It is a gene bank built underground on the isolated island in a 
permafrost zone some 1,000 kilometres from the North Pole 

 It was opened in 2008 as a master backup to the world’s other seed 
banks, in case their deposits are lost 

 It is the world’s largest repository built to safeguard against wars or 
natural disasters wiping out global food crops. 

 

 

 



 

 

February ‘27TH’, 2017 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

GS:1—CULTURE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg A digital archive for Rashtrapati Bhavan) 

1. News: The architectural history and the heritage of Rashtrapati Bhavan, the 340-room 

official residence of the President of India, has been documented in a series of books, 
which will soon be available in an online series 

2. Benefit: Concise web-based modules are set to bring to life the architectural and cultural 
grandeur of the iconic building, designed and constructed by legendary British architect 
Edwin Lutyens 

3. Background:  
 A multi-volume documentation project of the Rashtrapati Bhavan was commissioned three 

years ago by the President’s Secretariat in collaboration with the Indira Gandhi National 
Centre for the Arts (IGNCA) 

 Sahapedia (An open online resource on the arts, cultures and heritage of India) began the 
project in 2014, compiled 11 volumes of well-researched books written by top experts in 
various fields. 

 

GS:3—SECURITY 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg India to fill gaps in aerial vigilance) 

1. News: With Pakistan and China rapidly modernising their air forces, India has intensified 

efforts to fill the gaps in its aerial surveillance. After handing over the first indigenously 
developed airborne early warning and control system, Netra, to the Indian Air Force at 
Aero India last week, the DRDO has set its sights on a much larger and more capable 
system. 

2. Efforts:  

 India is also in negotiations with Israel to buy two more Phalcon Airborne Warning And 
Control System (AWACS) mounted on Russian IL-76 aircraft to add to the three 
systems in service 

 The DRDO has planned to develop a long-range AWACS with a 360-degree coverage 

akin to the Phalcon 
 The Netra AEW&C system would join the three Phalcon A-50 long-range AWACS 

mounted on Russian IL-76 transport aircraft 
3. Benefit: These aerial radars, called eye-in-the-sky, are game-changers in warfare 
4. Background: The DRDO began a project in the 1980s to build an AWACS, later renamed 

Project Airawat, but it was cancelled after a prototype crashed in 1999, killing all eight 
persons on board. 

 

GS:1—GEOGRAPHY 

 

 Source—The Hindu (pg Why did Barren Island volcano erupt again?) 

1. News: India’s only active volcano — the Barren Island volcano — in the Andaman and 



 

 

 

 

 

Nicobar Islands is again spewing lava and ash 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg Centre mulls dedicated cargo airport for Telangana, UP) 

1. News: The Centre is considering a proposal each from Telangana and Uttar 

Pradesh for setting up a dedicated cargo airport 
2. Telangana wants a dedicated cargo airport to be built in northern Hyderabad, while 

Uttar Pradesh is seeking the green signal to construct one such airport in the 
western part of the state. 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg India, Germany ratify social security agreement) 

1. News: India and Germany have ratified the Social Security Agreement (SSA) 

which will come into force from May 1 this year 
2. Aim: To help promote more investment flows between the two countries 
3. About agreement: 
 The SSA will also integrate the provisions of the 2008 social insurance pact 

that exempts detached workers of the two countries from making social 
security contributions in either countries so long as they were making such 
contributions in their respective countries 

 The new agreement establishes the rights and obligations of nationals of 
both countries and provides for equal treatment of the nationals of both 
countries. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg Tamil Nadu rolls out ₹800-crore plan for dry land farmers) 

1. About scheme: 

 mobilisation of agriculturists through farmers’ clubs, formation of 1,000 
clusters 

 execution of land development activities and establishment of water 
harvesting structures 

 adoption of appropriate cropping system including the provision of quality 
seeds at 50% subsidy 

 crop insurance and enabling better marketability of the produce 
 The new initiative of the government attaches importance to the optimisation 

of nutrient profile, reproductive health and udder health of cattle owned by 
the farmers 



 

 

 Taking the help of primary agricultural cooperative societies (PACS), 
machinery required for processing the produce such as dhal and millet will 
be set up 

 To be implemented over three years, the scheme will ensure the formation of 
200 clusters initially, followed by 400 clusters annually for the subsequent 
two years. 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg Indian Railways mulls new performance index) 

1. News: The Indian Railways is mulling a new metric to measures its 

performance 
2. Currently, The financial performance of the Indian Railways is measured in 

operating ratio which is expected to be at a five-year low of 94.9% in 2016-
17 

3. Problem with operating ratio: The operating ratio reflects the true 
reflection of the Railways’ finances only by the end of the financial year 

 

 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg Protecting the rights of tribals) 

1. Context: 

 Ras Al Khaimah Investment Authority (RAKIA), an Emirati investor, 
initiated an investment treaty arbitration (ITA) claim against India under 
the India-UAE Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT), seeking compensation of 
$44.71 million 

 This claim arose after a memorandum of understanding (MoU) between 
Andhra Pradesh and RAKIA to supply bauxite to Anrak Aluminum Limited, 
in which RAKIA has 13% shareholding, was cancelled, allegedly due to 
the concerns of the tribal population in those areas 

2. Reason: It was claiming violation of the investment obligations due to the 

withdrawal of mining concessions, allegedly as a result of the protests by 
indigenous peoples. These cases present an opportunity to evaluate the 
impact of the obligations of the host states under BITs on the rights of the 
tribal people. 

3. International law: 

 The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People 
(UNDRIP), adopted in 2007, for which India voted, recognises among 
other things indigenous peoples’ rights to self-determination, autonomy or 
self-governance, and their right against forcible displacement and 
relocation from their lands or territories without free, prior and informed 
consent 

 In addition to the UNDRIP, there is the International Labour Organisation 



 

 

(ILO) Convention concerning Indigenous and Tribal Peoples, 1989 
 It is based on the “respect for the cultures and ways of life of indigenous 

peoples” and recognises their “right to land and natural resources and to 
define their own priorities for development” 

 India is not a party to this, but it is a party to the ILO Convention 
concerning the Protection and Integration of Indigenous and Other Tribal 
and Semi-Tribal Populations in Independent Countries, 1957 which is 
outdated and closed for ratification 

4. Domestic law: 

 At the domestic level, the Constitution provides autonomy to tribal areas 
in matters of governance under the Fifth and Sixth Schedules 

 This is further fortified by the Samatha v. State of Andhra Pradesh & Ors 
(1997) judgment where the Supreme Court declared that the transfer of 
tribal land to private parties for mining was null and void under the Fifth 
Schedule 

 The framework for protection of the rights of tribal and indigenous people 
is further strengthened by the Recognition of Forest Rights Act, 2006 
which protects the individual and community rights of tribal people in 
forest areas and their right to free and prior informed consent in event of 
their displacement and resettlement 

5. Concern:  

 While the legislation for the protection of the rights of tribal people are in 
place, they are regularly flouted as has been highlighted by the Xaxa 
Committee report of 2014 

 Instead of ensuring that tribals are not ousted from the land to which they 
are historically and culturally connected, the state becomes more 
concerned about fulfilling contractual obligations towards the private 
investor 

6. Major challenge: 

 The purpose of BITs is to give protection to foreign investors while 
imposing certain obligations on the host state 

 This perceived threat of ITA against the state may compel the latter to 
refrain from implementing tribal rights in the development project area 

 A recent report of the UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples recognises three main reasons for the serious impact that foreign 
investments have on the rights of indigenous people 

a. Failure to adequately address human rights issues of tribal people in BITs 
b. The perceived threat of ITA for enforcement of investor protection 
c. Exclusion of indigenous people from the policymaking process 
7. Way ahead: 

 First, none of the 80-plus BITs signed by India contains even a single 
provision on the rights of tribals. To avoid ITA cases by foreign investors, 
the government’s approach should be to include provisions relating to the 
protection of indigenous people in BITs. There are many examples from 
around the world: Canada, in many of its BITs, has several exceptions to 
protect the rights of indigenous people. The Trans-Pacific Partnership 
agreement also incorporates the rights of the Maoris from New Zealand 

 Second, the strengthening of BITs must go hand in hand with the 
implementation of domestic legislations for the protection of the rights of 
tribals, where the state does not consider tribals as impediments in the 
development process 

 Third, as far as possible, tribal people should be given representation 



 

 

even in investment policymaking. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg What exactly is a money bill?) 

1. Context: The SC will begin hearing final arguments next month on a writ 

petition challenging the validity of the Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of 
Financial & Other Subsidies, Benefits & Services) Act, 2016 — or the 
Aadhaar Act. The proceeding primarily questions the legality behind the 
Union government’s move in introducing the Aadhaar Act as a money bill 

2. Concern: the introduction of the Aadhaar Act as a money bill contravenes 

the bare text of the Constitution. 
3. About aadhar utility: 

 Originally, Aadhaar was conceived as a scheme to provide to every 
Indian a unique identity number, with a purported view to enabling a fair 
and equitable distribution of benefits and subsidies 

 There is little doubt that the scheme’s introduction, with no prior legislative 
backing, was a flagrant wrong, and was completely unjustifiable as a 
measure of democratic governance 

 A parliamentary standing committee released a detailed report differing 
with the government of the time over critical aspects of the bill, particularly 
its treatment of concerns over privacy and protection of data security 

 In the meantime, given that the Aadhaar project was being implemented 
even without statutory support, public interest petitions were filed in the 
Supreme Court challenging the project’s legitimacy 

 In these cases, the court issued a series of interim orders prohibiting the 
state from making Aadhaar mandatory, while permitting its use only for a 
set of limited governmental schemes 

4. About moneybill: 

 A money bill is defined by Article 110 of the Constitution 
 It is a draft law that contains only provisions that deal with all or any of the 

matters listed therein 
 These comprise a set of seven features, broadly including items such as 

the imposition or regulation of a tax; the regulation of the borrowing of 
money by the Government of India; the withdrawal of money from the 
Consolidated Fund of India; and so forth 

 In the event a proposed legislation contains other features, ones that are 
not merely incidental to the items specifically outlined, such a draft law 
cannot be classified as a money bill 

 Article 110 further clarifies that in cases where a dispute arises over 
whether a bill is a money bill or not, the Lok Sabha Speaker’s decision on 
the issue shall be considered final. 

5. Speaker power: judicial review? 

 To be fair, the assertion that the Speaker’s decision is beyond judicial 
review finds support in the Supreme Court’s judgment in Mohd. Saeed 
Siddiqui v. State of UP (2014). Here, a three-judge bench had ruled, in 
the context of State legislatures, that a Speaker’s decision to classify a 
draft statute as a money bill, was not judicially reviewable, even if the 
classification was incorrect. This is because the error in question, the 



 

 

court ruled, constituted nothing more than a mere procedural irregularity 
 But there are significant problems with this view. Chief among them is the 

wording of Article 110, which vests no unbridled discretion in the Speaker. 
The provision requires that a bill conform to the criteria prescribed in it for 
it to be classified as a money bill. Where a bill intends to legislate on 
matters beyond the features delineated in Article 110, it must be treated 
as an ordinary draft statute.  

6. Way ahead: 

 Privacy is important not merely because it advances the cause of equality 
and freedom but also because it is, in and of itself, a treasurable value 

 A failure to protect privacy adequately can have disastrous consequences 
that affect our abilities to determine for ourselves how we want to live our 
lives. And the Aadhaar Act hits at the core of this value 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

February ‘28TH ’, 2017 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 
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Source—The Hindu (online version Seemai karuvelam, a saviour-turned-villain whose 

tentacles spread far and wide) 

1. News: Seemai karuvelam (prosopis Juliflora) is vilified as an invasive tree that 
causes enormous damage to the environment and inhibits the growth of 
indigenous plants 

2. Background: in the early 1960s, when Tamil Nadu was reeling under a severe 
shortage of firewood, it was seen as a saviour to overcome this shortage 

3. Issue: an injury from the thorn of the species would not heal easily despite 
intensive medical treatments, and using the wood in a fireplace could also cause 
dermatitis. According to reports by local afar pastoralists, the ingestion of the 
pod over long periods of time will result in death of cattle. Stomach poisoning 
by the pod may induce a permanent impairment of the ability to digest 
cellulose. This might be due to the high sugar content of the pod that depresses 
the rumen bacterial cellulose activity, and finally kills the animal. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
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Source—The Hindu (pg14 SEBI to tighten algo trading rules) 

1. News: SEBI plans to further tighten the regulations for algorithmic trading 
2. Aim: To minimise instances of misuse of such systems that can be used to 

execute complex trading strategies at a very high speed 
3. India is one of the very few countries in the world which have some mechanism 

for controlling the misuse of algo. For instance, SEBI has provided for high order 
to trade ratio penalty system. While many countries and regulators, including the 
International Organization of Securities Commissions (IOSCO), have been 
debating on this issue for many years, only India had been able to come out with 
proper regulations. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 
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Source—The Hindu (pg8 NOTA and the Indian voter) 

1. Context: Three years, one Lok Sabha election and four rounds of Assembly 
elections have passed since the introduction of ‘None of The Above’ (NOTA) 
option in the Indian electoral system. 

2. Current trend: NOTA polling figures are still small. On an average, the maximum 
NOTA vote share has not crossed 2.02% of the total votes polled in any election 



 

 

 cycle. 
3. Background: 

 NOTA button saw its debut in the 2013 Assembly elections held in four States — 
Chhattisgarh, Mizoram, Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh and the former Union 
Territory, Delhi 

 In these States and Delhi, NOTA constituted 1.85% of the total votes polled 
4. Inference: 

 Across the elections, the number of NOTA votes polled was larger than the 
winning margin in 261 Assembly constituencies which went to the polls since 
2013, and in 24 constituencies in the Lok Sabha elections 

 One can argue that in these constituencies the NOTA votes did make a difference 
to the election results assuming that in the absence of this option a majority of 
NOTA voters would have preferred one or the other candidate in the fray 

 it is important to note that these voters have used the democratic means of NOTA 
to express their resentment rather than boycotting the polls outright 

 NOTA figures are comparatively higher in those constituencies which have seen a 
direct contest between the Congress and the Bharatiya Janata Party 

 Overall, Indian voters seem to be using NOTA not just to show their disapproval of 
the candidates in the fray but to express their protest against many things they 
perceive wrong in the political system 

5. Way ahead: 

 This electoral option will become a meaningful means of negative voting only if it 
becomes a ‘right to reject’ rather than being a symbolic instrument to express 
resentment as it is now 

 A PIL has already been filed in Madras High Court seeking the full right to reject in 
place of NOTA 
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Source—The Hindu (pg10 Can’t prevent uploading of objectionable content, Google tells 

SC) 

1. Context: The SC hearing a PIL filed by NGO Prajwala highlighting the increasing 
number of instances of sexual assault videos of women and children being 
uploaded on the Internet. 

2. SC stand: Whether google can set up some a mechanism or a body to identify and 
prevent those who upload obscene content featuring women and children 

3. Google viewpoint: Trying to prevent a person from uploading objectionable 
content online is like attempting to prevent a murder, unless it is a case of a 
repeat offender, like a serial killer. There is no reasonable way to prevent a person 
from uploading even before the said content is originated. It is well-nigh 
impossible. No way to nip it in the bud. Data numbering in billions are uploaded. 
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Source—The Indian Express (pg15 Fruits of patience) 

1. Context: Foreign Secretary S. Jaishankar’s conversations in Beijing last week with 
senior Chinese officials offer the first glimmer of hope that India’s patience might 
begin to pay off 

2. Concern in relation: The downturn in bilateral relations over the last year was 
marked by China’s decision to block India’s campaign for the membership of the 
Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) and putting Pakistan’s Masood Azhar (of the Jaish-
e-Mohammed) on the terror list of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) 

Analysis: China’s sense of its own rise and a growing political clout in the multilateral 

arena seemed to convince Beijing that it was under no obligation to make nice with 

Delhi 

Reason:  

 the current power differential between the two nations had become too glaring 

 China’s GDP is now nearly five times larger than that of India and its defence 
spending is three times bigger 

3. India’s flawed china policy: 

 That Delhi and Beijing are peers has long been an unstated assumption of India’s 
China policy. Delhi now had to adapt to the political consequences of growing 
strategic asymmetry. 

 China’s opposition at the NSG and the UNSC also challenged another long-
standing Indian belief. Delhi had also believed that despite deep differences with 
Beijing on many bilateral issues like the long and contested Himalayan boundary, 
there was great room for cooperation between India and China on global issues. 
But the developments at the two multilateral forums, the NSG and the UNSC, 
seemed to shatter that proposition 

4. India’s two-fold approach: 

 One was to continue the campaign for the membership of the NSG and putting 
Masood Azhar on UNSC’s terror list 

 The other was to take up China’s opposition at every diplomatic encounter- 
bilateral and multilateral- with Beijing. 

5. Recent developments: 

 On its part, Beijing signaled its readiness to make the first round of strategic 
dialogue purposeful and the two sides prepared for a substantive discussion 

 The level of engagement, the breadth of the issues covered and the depth of 
discussions underlined the new commitment to limit the recent damage to 
bilateral relations 

 Setting the stage for last week’s conversation was the Trump factor that threatens 
to upend all assumptions on where the world is headed 

 The Trump discontinuity, Delhi and Beijing know, demands some fresh thinking in 
both capitals. 

6. Issues that will persist 

 The positive characterisation of last week’s talks by both sides does not mean the 
multiple divergences can be bridged any time soon 

 Some issues like the boundary dispute, trade deficit, and the One Belt, One Road 
initiative, where the differences between the two sides are too deep, are not 
amenable to easy or early resolution. But others like India’s NSG membership are 
not too hard to resolve. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg9 Seeing the light) 

1. Context: India and the U.S. have been filing a number of disputes against each 
other, challenging the other’s domestic content requirement in the renewable 
energy sector. 

2. Background: The last was in September 2016 when India requested consultations 
with the U.S. under the dispute settlement system regarding alleged domestic 
content requirements and subsidies provided by eight U.S. states. This request 
came three days after India lost the case brought by the U.S. 

3. Recent issue: India in the present case claims that California, Connecticut, 
Delaware, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Montana and Washington are 
providing renewable energy subsidies similar to those of the domestic content 
requirement under the Jawaharlal Nehru National Solar Mission (JNNSM), which, 
the U.S. claims, violates World Trade Organisation (WTO) law. 

4. WTO ruling: JNNSM required that 20 gigawatt (GW) of solar power should be 
generated from domestically produced modules or solar cells. The WTO found that 
the mandatory domestic content requirement under JNNSM violated the National 
Treatment provision of Article III:4 of the WTO agreement. The Indian government 
has significantly reduced the domestic content requirement after the initiation of 
proceedings at the WTO. 

Under WTO law, the complainant can give 15 months to the defendant to implement the 

ruling. If 15 months were provided, India would be able to complete the JNNSM without 

having to painstakingly restructure the entire mission. After the 15-month period, the 

ruling would be applicable. 

5. Recent development: initially no request for panel, The request for the 
establishment of a panel came on January 24, 2017. The reasons stated by India 
include that the eight U.S. states were giving “performance-based incentives” for 
generating renewable energy. These incentives were contingent on the fact that 
domestically produced goods were being used and were given to offset the 
investment cost. India claims that this violates Article III:4 because the measures 
provide less favourable treatment to imported products than domestically 
produced goods. 

6. Conclusion: Even though India has requested establishment of the panel, is it still 
possible that an amicable solution may be found. However, with the new Trump 
administration and its ‘America First’ policy, there is a good chance that the panel 
will be established and the case argued before the WTO. This would affect relations 
between the U.S. and India. Both the cases are in fact the same, so it would be in 
the best interest of both nations to settle it. 
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