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Sunday is the beginning of a new liturgical year with the First Sunday of Advent. The first reading from the Book of Jeremiah 
offers a comforting promise of safety to beleaguered Israel: “those days Judah shall be safe and Jerusalem shall dwell secure.” 
Luke's gospel offers us a repeat of several of the daily gospels, advising us to be alert and vigilant, watching for signs. “And then 
they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.”

Friday is the Memorial of Saint Francis Xavier, the legendary Jesuit missionary.

During the first part of Advent - until December 17 - we focus on the first reading. This week it is from the Prophet Isaiah. These 
readings are about promises. Isaiah is consoling, building up and preparing his people to have hope. “In the days to come,” he 
says over and over. When the day of promise comes, “They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning 
hooks; One nation shall not raise the sword against another, nor shall they train for war again.” Even though King David's line, 
and that of his father, Jesse, are almost wiped out, Isaiah proclaims hope: “On that day, a shoot shall sprout from the stump of 
Jesse, and from his roots a bud shall blossom.” Who would believe even a peace in nature - lion lying down with the lamb? “There 
shall be no harm or ruin on all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be filled with knowledge of the LORD, as water covers the 
sea.” God's unique ways of favoring the poor, which Mary comes to know and proclaims in her Magnificat, are seen when Isaiah 
says, “He humbles those in high places, and the lofty city he brings down; He tumbles it to the ground, levels it with the dust.” 
Even Jesus' own statement about his mission is seen in the powerful images Isaiah uses to give us courage and hope: “On that day 
the deaf shall hear ... the eyes of the blind shall see ... the lowly will ever find joy in the LORD ... ” “On the day the LORD binds 
up the wounds of his people.”

The gospels for this first part of Advent are chosen from several gospels. They are meant to match the first readings and to show 
that the promises are fulfilled in Jesus. Jesus brings healing. He raises up the childlike. And Jesus calls and sends the twelve 
apostles to continue his ministry.

“Jerusalem, take off your robe of mourning and misery; put on the splendor of glory from God forever.” Those words from 
Baruch are in the first reading for the Second Sunday of Advent. Luke's Gospel offers us a first look at the promise of John the 
Baptist as he cries out, “Every valley shall be filled and every mountain and hill shall be made low. The winding roads shall be 
made straight, and the rough ways made smooth, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”

Daily Prayer This Week

Despite all of the distractions at this time of year, we really can focus on Advent during these weeks. We seem to get very busy, 
and at times have to go to a number of social events or wrestle with budgets and shopping, but the heart of this season is all about 
expectant hope. So, we begin our Advent journey by giving ourselves some time - just a few minutes each day - to reflect on how 
much God promises us.

Each morning this week, while we are first coming to consciousness, we can name a desire, name an emptiness or feeling of 
anxiety or worry that we can feel. It is into the raw places in our lives such as these, that our Lord came to be with us. So, this 
week, we can begin to invite our Lord to be Incarnate in our lives, in the places we need him the most.

Our goal this week is to let ourselves feel like those to whom the promises of our God are made. We want to get in touch with 
ourselves, especially those parts of ourselves that are in need of a Savior. We do this by keeping our focus on the places that feel 
like a desert, the places that feel like we've been through a war, the places that feel like a lifeless stump. When we have a hard 
time seeing, we ask for the grace to be able to believe the promise that we shall see. When we seem deaf, we place our trust in 
the One who assures us that we will hear. And when we feel beaten down and awfully lowly, we turn to the One who promises 
that we will “find joy in the Lord.” And, who among us doesn't have days on which we are aware of various kinds of wounds? 
On the day of promise, “the Lord binds up the wounds of his people.”

As we let these deep realities of our daily, busy lives come into focus and interact with the readings, something wonderful 
happens. We become more and more aware of our need for God. Very naturally and quite spontaneously, a prayer comes forth 
from deep within us, which we can say in the smallest moments of our busiest days. “Come, Lord.” “Come and save me.” “Come 
and be with me in all of these messy, empty, dry and disordered places in my life.” “Come, Lord. I feel my longing for you grow. 
I feel my hope grow. And, as I place my hope in your promises, Advent begins to come alive in me.”

All of this preparation can happen in the simplest way, before the first Christmas decoration goes up. And, for each moment of 
each day that we encounter a place that we desire, that we long for our Lord's coming, we can express our thanksgiving. Each 
night we might pray:

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom should I fear?
The LORD is my life’s refuge; of whom should I be afraid?” (Ps. 27)

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html

Praying Advent with Pope Francis’ Apostolic Exhortation – The Joy of the Gospel
Part I: A Joy Ever New, A Joy Which is Shared

Advent can be a great time to reflect upon first part of the message of Pope Francis' exhortation, The Joy of the Gospel. Though 
the exhortation is long, it is easy to pick up any part of it and find fruit for prayer. This resource offers several quotations from 
the beginning of the document, to help us begin to taste the blessings of this message for our Advent prayer.

The heart of what Pope Francis says is contained in the opening sentence of the exhortation:

The joy of the gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who encounter Jesus. [1]

The Holy Father continues:

Those who accept his offer of salvation are set free from sin, sorrow, inner emptiness and loneliness. With Christ joy is 
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constantly born anew. In this Exhortation I wish to encourage the Christian faithful to embark upon a new chapter of 
evangelization marked by this joy, while pointing out new paths for the Church’s journey in years to come. [1]

Pope Francis is sharing with us the Good News itself and encouraging us to be filled with the joy which can come from believing 
the Gospel. It is this joy, which will change the way we live and the way we are perceived by others, which will animate our 
sharing of hte Gospel with others.

Pope Francis begins by warning us about how our culture imacts us and robs us of our joy and our compassion:

The great danger in today’s world, pervaded as it is by consumerism, is the desolation and anguish born of a complacent 
yet covetous heart, the feverish pursuit of frivolous pleasures, and a blunted conscience. Whenever our interior life 
becomes caught up in its own interests and concerns, there is no longer room for others, no place for the poor. God’s voice 
is no longer heard, the quiet joy of his love is no longer felt, and the desire to do good fades. This is a very real danger for 
believers too. Many fall prey to it, and end up resentful, angry and listless. That is no way to live a dignified and fulfilled 
life; it is not God’s will for us, nor is it the life in the Spirit which has its source in the heart of the risen Christ. [2]

Then, Pope Francis offers the remedy for this danger - our personal relationship with Jesus:

I invite all Christians, everywhere, at this very moment, to a renewed personal encounter with Jesus Christ, or at least an 
openness to letting him encounter them; I ask all of you to do this unfailingly each day. No one should think that this 
invitation is not meant for him or her, since "no one is excluded from the joy brought by the Lord".[ Paul VI, Apostolic 
Exhortation Gaudete in Domino (9 May 1975)] [3]

The Holy Father suggests this prayer:

Now is the time to say to Jesus: “Lord, I have let myself be deceived; in a thousand ways I have shunned your love, yet 
here I am once more, to renew my covenant with you. I need you. Save me once again, Lord, take me once more into your 
redeeming embrace”. [3]

Pope Francis makes it clear that we can trust that our Lord wants to embrace us:

God never tires of forgiving us; we are the ones who tire of seeking his mercy. [3]

The Pope acknowledges that joy is not always easy, but it is the source of our healing and life:

I realize of course that joy is not expressed the same way at all times in life, especially at moments of great difficulty. Joy 
adapts and changes, but it always endures, even as a flicker of light born of our personal certainty that, when everything 
is said and done, we are infinitely loved. I understand the grief of people who have to endure great suffering, yet slowly 
but surely we all have to let the joy of faith slowly revive as a quiet yet firm trust, even amid the greatest distress: “My 
soul is bereft of peace; I have forgotten what happiness is… But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: the 
steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning. Great is your 
faithfulness… It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord” (Lam 3:17, 21-23, 26).[6]

He says that faith filled joy is not an intellectual conclusion, but the result of a personal encounter with God's love:

Thanks solely to this encounter – or renewed encounter – with God’s love, which blossoms into an enriching friendship, 
we are liberated from our narrowness and self-absorption. We become fully human when we become more than human, 
when we let God bring us beyond ourselves in order to attain the fullest truth of our being. Here we find the source and 
inspiration of all our efforts at evangelization. For if we have received the love which restores meaning to our lives, how 
can we fail to share that love with others? [8]

So, with this first part of the exhortation, we have much for our reflection at this point of Advent. We can renew our desire for this 
personal encounter with our God, who is loving and merciful. The joy of that experience of love can begin to soften and warm our 
hearts again, and it can open the way to loving others differently.

We can let his light, his mercy, his peace into our hearts, into any area of darkness. And, we can experience how we are being invited 
to shine this light into other areas of our life - especially among those closest to us.

Source: https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/Advent/Praying_with_Exhortation-01.html
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personal encounter with our God, who is loving and merciful. The joy of that experience of love can begin to soften and warm our 
hearts again, and it can open the way to loving others differently.

We can let his light, his mercy, his peace into our hearts, into any area of darkness. And, we can experience how we are being invited 
to shine this light into other areas of our life - especially among those closest to us.

Source: https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/Advent/Praying_with_Exhortation-01.html



New Parish UEN - Please note that from 1 Oct 2021 onwards, the Parish 
will be using a new PayNow Unique Entity Number (UEN). More details may 
be found below:

UEN   : T08CC4030K
Account Name : Church of SPP Operating Fund

本堂新的UEN号码 - 从10月1日起，本堂将采用新的PayNow 单一机构识别码, 即UEN。

详情如下：

新UEN号码   : T08CC4030K
账号名称   : Church of SPP Operating Fund

JOIN US :

SPP PARISH NEWS

C200 CONCURRENT MASS - To mark the end of the Catholic200 celebrations, the Archdiocese will 
be celebrating a concurrent Mass on 11 Dec 2021, Saturday. As such, Mass will be celebrated at 5.45pm 
instead.

SUSPENSION OF BOOKINGS FOR PRIVATE ADORATION FOR 3 & 10 DEC - The Chapel of the 
Incarnation will be closed on 3 and 10 Dec 2021 in view of the Catholic200 festival. Bookings made for 
those Fridays will be automatically cancelled. The Chapel will be reopened from 17 Dec 2021 onwards. 
Thank you for your understanding

WEEKDAY MASS - Weekday morning Masses from Monday to Saturday will resume from December 
onwards. Mass will be celebrated at 7.20am, and will be preceded by morning prayer at 7.00am.

THE CHAPEL OF THE INCARNATION The Chapel of the Incarnation is open for private adoration 
every Friday from Noon to 5.00pm. Worshippers registered at the parish of SPP on MARS can book using 
the following link: https://forms.gle/gCYh546njjrYnNQV6



The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 

Every Thursday
10.00am 

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/ http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG

tinyurl.com/sppijdevotion
You can send in your petitions and thanksgiving letters to the link below

MASS BOOKINGS FOR DECEMBER Mass booking for December opens every Tuesday, 9.00am. 
Please note that the booking for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Masses will only be available from 14 
December, 9.00am onwards. 

PENITENTIAL SERVICES Please note that our parish will not be conducting a penitential service. Should 
you wish to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation, please refer to myCatholic.sg for more information.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - Confessions dates for the month of November and 
December are still availiable. For more information, please refer to myCatholic.sg

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH

NEW AUDIOBOOKS FROM THE DAUGHTERS OF ST PAUL: In his World Mission Sunday 
message, Pope Francis reminds us that “To be on mission is to be willing to think as Christ does, to believe 
with him that those around us are also my brothers and sisters.”As an aid for the synod, a highly 
recommended book is Pope Francis’ encyclical on fraternity and social friendship, Fratelli Tutti, now 
available as an audio book so you can listen to it as you commute, walk, cycle, wherever you are. Also on 
audiobook is Nostra Aetate, the ever relevant Vatican II document on our relationship with other religions. 
Both available on Audible, and wherever great books are heard! Soon also on Spotify and Apple Music. 
Fratelli Tutti https://youtu.be/n4cTrWRwJaM Nostra Aetate https://youtu.be/_9QMkt8lmjo Listen to 
samples of both books on Audible shorturl.at/ejlvA 



To make MASS OFFERINGS

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using Parish UEN: T08CC4030K

For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend – <Your Name>”. 
Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg with subject title: Mass Offering. 
Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, 
Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street,

Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)

Parish UEN: T08CC4030K
Account Name: Church of SPP Operating Fund

Method 2: via Cheque
Please cross cheque and make payable to “Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT 
mail cash.



Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul:
 for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass offerings 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd:
 for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter):
 for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr Jeffrey Tan OCD, 
Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD, Rev Fr Ferdinand Purnomo, OCD
Parish Office Manager: Elisa Chang, elisa.chang@catholic.org.sg
Parish Secretariat: Jannie Lui, Assistant Secretary: Irene Sim 
Liturgical Co-ordinator: Alex Wong, alexdominic@gmail.com

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - For Confession dates, please get update on 
SPP Website, Facebook and The Apostles. Online booking is required.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm (English)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English), 4.00pm (English)
  2.00pm (Cantonese)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am (Wednesday), 6.00pm (Friday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : Thursday, 10.00am - online devotion

Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday) (SUSPENDED)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) (SUSPENDED)
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily (SUSPENDED)

SECRETARIAT’S OPERATING HOURS:  
Monday to Saturday : 9.00am - 7.00pm 
Sunday : 9.30am - 5.00pm
Public Holidays : Closed

COLUMBARIUM OPENING HOURS: 
Open every Tuesday (2.00pm - 6.00pm). Call the Parish Secretariat for bookings.

CHAPEL OF THE INCARNATION OPENING HOURS
Friday from Noon to 5.00pm. Please refer to the announcement on myCatholic.sg for 
booking the details.

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg

 

 


