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Subject: Grade 9 Personal Development 
Term: 3  
Week: 9  Lesson Number 110 
Unit: 9.3: Health  

Topic: Seriousness of the Situation in PNG 

Introduction: 
This lesson is made up of lesson resource/ notes and practice exercise. 
 
Instruction: 
Follow the steps given below and work through the lesson. 
Step 1: Copy the Header into your exercise book. Make sure that your Handwriting is neat and 
legible. 
Step 2: Read the lesson resource and copy or make summary notes in your exercise book. 
Step 3: Complete Practice Exercise. 
Step 4: After you have completed the practice exercise, revise your work. (I will be checking your 
Exercise Book when you return to School). 
 
Lesson Resource/ Notes: 
Read through your lesson resource/ notes and make summary notes and cut and paste diagrams 
or draw them into your exercise book. 
 
  
HIV in Papua New Guinea  
The HIV epidemic in PNG is very serious and is growing very quickly. PNG can learn from other 
countries that have experienced this epidemic and the terrible effects on their people. Their experiences 
can help people in PNG prevent HIV and care for those who are already infected.  
PNG‟s HIV/AIDS epidemic is said to be the worst in the pacific region. The first positive HIV blood test 
was in 1987 although the virus may have been in PNG before then. It is difficult to know how many 
people are infected and most people who have the virus do not know they have it.  
There are about 28,300 confirmed cases by blood test (September 2009, NDoH) and the best estimate 
of HIV infection is about 60,000 people (NAC, 2007). However very few people have been tested and 
many AIDS deaths have probably been recorded as TB, pneumonia or malaria. We still do not know the 
true sizes of the problem in PNG but it is definitely getting worse. 
 
Estimated people living with HIV/AIDS in PNG: 56,175  
Estimated AIDS deaths in PNG so far: 6000  
Estimated AIDS orphans in PNG: 3730  
(NACS, 2007)  
Number of people on ART: 6079 adults and 348 children  
(NDoH, 2009) 
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According to UNAIDS, HIV cases in the country have been increasing at a rate of 30 percent annually 
since 1997. From 2002 on, at least 2000 new infections have been reported annually. In 2006, for 
instance, Papua New Guinea had 4,017 new confirmed cases of HIV, a 30 percent increase from 2005. 
There is a sharp increasing trend in the projected number of new infections, particularly in rural areas.  
The mode of transmission of HIV/AIDS in Papua New Guinea is predominantly heterosexual activity, 
with most cases occurring among people 20-40 years of age, according to a 2006 report by the National 
AIDS Council Secretariat and the National Department of Health. Those most at risk include sex 
workers, their clients, and the partners of clients. 
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                                                    Practice Exercise 108: 
Write the questions first and then your answer in complete sentences. Watch the correct spelling 
of terms. 

1. How serious is HIV epidemic in PNG and in the South Pacific? 
2. When was the first positive HIV blood test done? 
3. According to the NDoH 2009 report, how many people were confirmed cases by blood 

test and what was the best estimate done by NAC in 2007? 
4. What is the national response to the epidemic? 

 
You should be able to identify the status and seriousness of the disease in PNG  
 
 
 
 
  


