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Chapter 22 recorded Paul’s defense of his mission to the gentiles to the Jews in Jerusalem. He emphasized
his conversion testimony and the supernatural events that occurred, recounting his visions of Jesus. The
Jews hearing his call to the gentiles sought once again to kill him, so the Roman commander removed
him, released him, and ordered the Jews to present their case under Roman supervision. Paul was then
transported to the council of the Jews for a hearing.

 
Acts 23:1-35 (KJV) 1 And Paul, earnestly beholding the council, said, Men andand brethren, I have lived in
all good conscience before God until this day.

• Paul once again declares what he has in common with his accusers
• Paul begins his account to the council by stating that his life had lived his life in a manner that

pleased God up to this point: his conscience was clear and he was in right relationship with God
• He left the past behind him
• Philippians 3:13-15 (NCV) 13 Brothers and sisters, I know that I have not yet reached that goal, but

there is one thing I always do. Forgetting the past and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I keep
trying to reach the goal and get the prize for which God called me through Christ to the life above.
15 All of us who are spiritually mature should think this way, too. And if there are things you do not
agree with, God will make them clear to you.

2 And the high priest Ananias commanded them that stood by him to smite him on the mouth. 3 Then said
Paul unto him, God shall smite thee, thouthou whited wall: for sittest thou to judge me after the law, and
commandest me to be smitten contrary to the law?

• The law Paul was referring to was not the law of the Jews, but Roman law. In Jewish law, the high
priest had almost unlimited authority, but this trial was being administered by the Roman
commander under Roman law. Paul called the high priest an hypocrite

 
4 And they that stood by said, Revilest thou God's high priest? 5 Then said Paul, I wist not, brethren, that
he was the high priest: for it is written, Thou shalt not speak evil of the ruler of thy people.
 

• The office of high priest was almost always held by a Sadducee, of which were the wealthy political
class. They owed their power to the Romans, who always determined who would serve in this
office. Paul had been away from Jerusalem a long time, and was unaware that Ananias was high
priest

• Upon this realization, Paul acknowledged his authority, knowing that the office Ananias held was
worthy of respect, even if the man was not. When Paul said it is written, he was referring to the
law of the scripture, not Roman law. He echoed David, who would not raise his hand against King
Saul.

• 1 Samuel 24:8-10 (NLT) 8 David came out and shouted after him, “My lord the king!” And when
Saul looked around, David bowed low before him. 9 Then he shouted to Saul, “Why do you listen
to the people who say I am trying to harm you? 10 This very day you can see with your own eyes it
isn’t true. For the LORD placed you at my mercy back there in the cave. Some of my men told me
to kill you, but I spared you. For I said, ‘I will never harm the king—he is the LORD’s anointed
one.’

• Paul’s commitment to authority in the church is stated in Hebrews 13:17 (NIV2011) Have
confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, because they keep watch over you as
those who must give an account. Do this so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that
would be of no benefit to you.

6 But when Paul perceived that the one part were Sadducees, and the other Pharisees, he cried out in the
council, Men andand brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee: of the hope and resurrection of the



dead I am called in question.
• Here the ground work that Paul laid in chapter 22 comes into play. He previously spoke to the Jews

about his visions of the resurrected Jesus, and he uses this to his advantage at this hearing
• Jesus encountered the Sadducees. Matthew 22:23-33 (NIV2011) 23 That same day the Sadducees,

who say there is no resurrection, came to him with a question. 24 “Teacher,” they said, “Moses told
us that if a man dies without having children, his brother must marry the widow and raise up
offspring for him. 25 Now there were seven brothers among us. The first one married and died, and
since he had no children, he left his wife to his brother. 26 The same thing happened to the second
and third brother, right on down to the seventh. 27 Finally, the woman died. 28 Now then, at the
resurrection, whose wife will she be of the seven, since all of them were married to her?” 29 Jesus
replied, “You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of God. 30 At the
resurrection people will neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the angels in
heaven. 31 But about the resurrection of the dead—have you not read what God said to you, 32 ‘I am
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is not the God of the dead but
of the living.” 33 When the crowds heard this, they were astonished at his teaching.

• 7 And when he had so said, there arose a dissension between the Pharisees and the Sadducees: and
the multitude was divided.

• Paul knew his statement about the resurrection would divide the council and show the Roman
authorities that he was being unfairly accused and that their charges against him were baseless

 
8 For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, neither angel, nor spirit: but the Pharisees confess
both. 9 And there arose a great cry: and the scribes that werethat were of the Pharisees' part arose, and strove,
saying, We find no evil in this man: but if a spirit or an angel hath spoken to him, let us not fight against
God.

• On this occasion, the Pharisees were correct in not fighting against God. They also would never miss
a chance to get in a dig at the Sadducees, who wanted Paul out of the way, since he was preaching
the resurrection and opposed to their views

 
10 And when there arose a great dissension, the chief captain, fearing lest Paul should have been pulled in
pieces of them, commanded the soldiers to go down, and to take him by force from among them, and to
bring himhim into the castle.

• The Roman commander took Paul into custody – this time PROTECTIVE custody
11 And the night following the Lord stood by him, and said, Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast
testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome.

• Jesus once again appeared to Paul and told Him he was going to Rome. This statement from Jesus
assured Paul that his life on earth would continue until he ministered to the Romans, and his
confidence in this was the focus of his faith going forward

12 And when it was day, certain of the Jews banded together, and bound themselves under a curse, saying
that they would neither eat nor drink till they had killed Paul. 13 And they were more than forty which
had made this conspiracy. 14 And they came to the chief priests and elders, and said, We have bound
ourselves under a great curse, that we will eat nothing until we have slain Paul.

• 40 assassins were determined to kill Paul, and enlisted the aid of the high priests and others who put
out a contract on Paul’s life

 
15 Now therefore ye with the council signify to the chief captain that he bring him down unto you to
morrow, as though ye would enquire something more perfectly concerning him: and we, or ever he come
near, are ready to kill him.

• The plot was to kill Paul while he was being transported to the council chambers by the Romans.
The hit would be made in the narrow streets of Jerusalem

16 And when Paul's sister's son heard of their lying in wait, he went and entered into the castle, and told
Paul.

• T least some of Paul’s family had not totally rejected him and cared for his life. His nephew heard
about the plot and came to tell him

17 Then Paul called one of the centurions unto himhim, and said, Bring this young man unto the chief captain:
for he hath a certain thing to tell him. 18 So he took him, and brought himhim to the chief captain, and said,
Paul the prisoner called me unto himhim, and prayed me to bring this young man unto thee, who hath



Paul the prisoner called me unto himhim, and prayed me to bring this young man unto thee, who hath
something to say unto thee. 19 Then the chief captain took him by the hand, and went with himwith him aside
privately, and asked himhim, What is that thou hast to tell me? 20 And he said, The Jews have agreed to
desire thee that thou wouldest bring down Paul to morrow into the council, as though they would enquire
somewhat of him more perfectly. 21 But do not thou yield unto them: for there lie in wait for him of them
more than forty men,

• The hit team had expanded
which have bound themselves with an oath, that they will neither eat nor drink till they have killed him:
and now are they ready, looking for a promise from thee.

• All they lack for their plan to succeed is your agreement commander
 
22 So the chief captain thenthen let the young man depart, and charged him, him, SeeSee thou thou tell no man that thou
hast shewed these things to me. 23 And he called unto himhim two centurions, saying, Make ready two
hundred soldiers to go to Caesarea, and horsemen threescore and ten, and spearmen two hundred, at the
third hour of the night; (nine o’clock) 24 And provide themthem beasts, that they may set Paul on, and bring
himhim safe unto Felix the governor.

• The commander was determined to make up for his earlier mistake of treating Paul as a criminal
and to continue in the good graces of the Roman governor. He sent Paul to the Roman provincial
capital of Caesarea with a company of 470 foot soldiers and cavalry under the cover of night

 
25 And he wrote a letter after this manner: 26 Claudius Lysias unto the most excellent governor Felix
sendethsendeth greeting. 27 This man was taken of the Jews, and should have been killed of them: then came I
with an army, and rescued him, having understood that he was a Roman.

• Claudius was certainly playing fast and loose with the facts. He didn’t discover he was a Roman
until he had arrested him and prepared to abuse him

 
28 And when I would have known the cause wherefore they accused him, I brought him forth into their
council: 29 Whom I perceived to be accused of questions of their law, but to have nothing laid to his charge
worthy of death or of bonds.  

• Claudius declared that, as far as he was concerned, Paul was innocent under Roman law
30 And when it was told me how that the Jews laid wait for the man, I sent straightway to thee, and gave
commandment to his accusers also to say before thee what they hadthey had against him. Farewell.

• Claudius told the Jews: I am aware of your plot to kill a Roman citizen and I have informed the
governor. You can take it up with him.

 
31 Then the soldiers, as it was commanded them, took Paul, and brought himhim by night to Antipatris. 32 On
the morrow they left the horsemen to go with him, and returned to the castle:

• After escaping the confines of Jerusalem, four hundred soldiers turned back, and the 70 mounted
troops continued on with Paul

 
33 Who, when they came to Caesarea, and delivered the epistle to the governor, presented Paul also before
him. 34 And when the governor had read the letterthe letter, he asked of what province he was. And when he
understood that he washe was of Cilicia; 35 I will hear thee, said he, when thine accusers are also come. And he
commanded him to be kept in Herod's judgment hall.

• Caesarea was the Roman provincial capital and also home of king Herod, who ruled over Judea as a
Roman puppet. Felix told Paul that there would be a hearing, held under Roman law, when the
Jews sent a delegation from Jerusalem

• What happened to the hit men who said they would not eat or drink until they had killed Paul?
• Unfortunately, they are not eating or drinking anything where they are today


