
Sermon 15: Luke 4:22-30: Rejecting Jesus

OUTLINE

Types of people who reject the truth
Types of people who accept the truth

INTRODUCTION

Why do people reject Jesus?  Why do people see His claims, claims that we have seen and 
recognise to be true and wonderful and yet do not believe?  Today we want to do an 
analysis of the unbelief of the Nazarenes when they heard Jesus preaching in the 
synagogue.  A lot of people today will be able to identify with the Nazarene congregation.  
Jesus rocks up on a Sabbath, he stands up and tells everyone that He is the Messiah, He 
has done a bunch of miracles in all sorts of other places v14, if Jesus will just put up and do 
a few miracles and prove to me that He is who He says He is, I will believe. 

 The reasons for our unbelief are more sinister than that.  We see in the gospels that Jesus 
performed many miracles, but that this did not guarantee that people would believe.  It 
certainly left them without excuse that they were more accountable than Sodom and 
Gomorrah Matt. 11:23, but miracles do not guarantee faith.  Our unbelief is not so innocent.
It is not merely a case of I need a few more facts, or an ample demonstration, we believe 
what we want to believe.  Faith is not merely accepting a few facts about Jesus you were 
not sure of, faith is accepting the truth about God, yourself as a sinner and worthy of 
judgement, your self-created moral law as an act of treason against His rule, your inability 
to provide salvation for yourself, to accept that most of what the world believes and does is 
wrong, and many other things.  To accept the truth of God is not merely a case of 
intellectual assent but involves seeing your own sin and owning, humbling yourself and 
repenting of it, to be willing to change everything you ever thought was true, and for many 
this becomes too costly.  Intellectual arguments, or claims of insufficient evidence are often 
a front for our irrational unbelief.  We want to dig down into the petty reasons for our 
unbelief, the not so attractive motives that are more often the reasons people reject Christ.  

In the passage before us we have two types of people, there are the Nazarenes who reject 
the truth, and then there are the OT examples Jesus brings out of the Widow of Sidon and 
Naaman who had faith.  Our two points will be those who reject the truth and those who 
accept it.  

Types of people who reject the truth

4:16 tells us that this sermon we are examining is happening in Jesus hometown where He 
grew up, Nazareth.  This is the first and last time that we are told Jesus ministered in 
Nazareth.  Just think of bit of what was probably going on in their minds.  Here is one of 
their own, from a small time, who has begun to make it big time.  Jesus is famous and 
important, and no doubt their own sense of pride would make them feel good.  Perhaps 
they felt put out because He had not done at home what He had done abroad.  But this 
synagogue service escalated in such a way, that an anticipated sermon by one of their own 
turned into a lynch mob where the religious service turned into a murderous riot and they 
tried to throw Jesus off a cliff.  You do have to wonder what sort of a sermon it was to have
such a response.  It is apparent from the verses before us that we have a very summarised 
account of what was said. 



V22, ‘And all spoke well of him and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from 
his mouth. And they said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?”  Jesus has just opened Isaiah 61:1-2 
and quoted it telling the congregation that He is the prophesied one, He is the promised 
Messiah.  Please notice the mixed response to Jesus, we are not seeing a full out 
antagonistic response.  This is not a case of someone writing Jesus off before He speaks, 
but there is an irresistible recognition of Jesus values as a speaker.  It is very possible for 
people to like Christians, to be impressed with them in terms of how they present.  They can
be appreciated for their conviction and even logic, but the substance of what they say is 
rejected.  This reminds me of Benjamin Franklin’s reaction to George Whitfield: ‘…every 
accent, every emphasis, every modulation of voice, was so perfectly well turned and well 
placed, that, without being interested in the subject, one could not help being pleased with 
the discourse; a pleasure of much the same kind with that received from an excellent piece 
of musick.’1  Incidentally Benjamin never converted but was ever taken with Whitfield’s skills
as an orator.  Many today might like Jesus as a teacher, as a moral reformer, as having 
attractive things to say about love and helping the poor, but do not accept who He says He 
is.  This is how C. S. Lewis puts it: ‘I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really 
foolish thing that people often say about him: ‘I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral 
teacher, but I don’t accept his claim to be God.’  That is one thing we must not say.  A man 
who was merely a man and said the sorts of things that Jesus said would not be a great 
moral teacher.  He would either be a lunatic—on a level with the man who says he is a 
poached egg—or else he would be a devil of hell.  You must make you choice…  You can 
shut him up for a fool, you can spit at him and kill him as a demon; or you can fall at his 
feet and call him Lord and God.  But let us not come up with any patronizing nonsense 
about his being a great human teacher.  He has not left that open to us.  He did not intend 
to.’2

  
But then we have that statement, ‘Is not this Joseph’s son?’  They thought they knew who 
Jesus was.  Granted He had grown up there, but we know His upbringing would have been 
different to other children being sinless.  He was incredibly wise and grew in favour with 
God and men.  Instead of testing His claims by the word, they resorted to their own wisdom
and assessment.  Do you think you know who Jesus is?  Have you grown up in a Christian 
context where Christians have misrepresented Jesus to you?  You say things like, ‘I won’t 
believe in Jesus because Christians are such hypocrites.’  Maybe you grew up in a Christian 
home and your parents blew it; or in a so called Christian country that institutionalized 
things like racism and sexism; or have seen firsthand Christian hypocrites at work or school. 
This gives you a certain idea about who Jesus is.  But let me ask you, have you listened to 
Jesus Himself, or do you just believe any impressions you have happened to pick up about 
Him.  These Nazarenes thought they knew who Jesus was, they had a box they had put Him
in, but were not listening to the words He had just spoken about Himself.  Maybe you think 
that Jesus is a homophobe, or a ranting hellfire preacher, or a supporter of religious 
oppression, or an unloving rulegiver, or a sexist.  These are some of the modern 
misunderstandings about Jesus, but He is none of these.  These are all flat caricatures that 
deny who He is.  Sure Jesus condemns sexual sin, but is compassionate towards sexual 
sinners, think of the Samaritan woman at the well, or the woman who washed His feet with 
her hair.  Jesus did speak about Hell more than anyone else in the Bible, but He announced 
His prophecies of judgement with tears when He prophesied over Jerusalem.  Jesus 
promoted true religion but publicly spoke out against hypocrisy in the religious leaders 
exposing their institutionalized sins, one example is the practice of Corban, where you could 

1 Arnold Dallimore, George Whitfield, book 1, p116.  

2 Blanchard, p572.



neglect looking after your parents because you had consecrated that money to God.  Jesus 
insisted on holy living by God’s law not to take away joy but to promote it, ‘Blessed/O how 
happy are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness for they shall be filled.’  Jesus 
treated women with respect, travelled with them, ate with them, taught them, allowed them
to meet His needs, and the first person he revealed himself to after He resurrected was a 
woman.  He is the King who washes our feet; He is the Judge who takes our condemnation;
He is the Bridegroom who pursues an unworthy and an unwilling bride; He is God who has 
become a man, a servant, the innocent one who took our guilt.  Which Jesus do you think 
you are rejecting, which Jesus do you believe in?  Is it the Jesus that you think you know, or
the one who reveals Himself to us in His word? 

Another point to makes is, familiarity breeds contempt.  They cant hear His words, or 
consider what He has done since being baptized because they have been familiar with Jesus
as a boy.  There is a sinful tendency here we need to highlight, that our hearts can grow 
familiar with the truth so that we stop hearing it.

V23, ‘And he said to them, ‘Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Physician, heal 
yourself.’  What we have heard you did at Capernaum, do here in your hometown as well.’  
Jesus knows that their assumptions are blinding them to His words.  So He anticipates this 
and quotes a proverb, ‘Physician, heal yourself.’  Some have thought that his means, do the 
same miracles here at home that have been doing elsewhere.  But it more likely means, you
have spoken now prove it.  Doctors in ancient times were not the competent and trusted 
people of today who have all the benefits of modern science and its method to ensure valid 
treatments.  Physicians were always inventing new and wonderful methods that were 
harmful or useless, so to call for a physician to prove their cures worked and that it was 
more than mere theory is what is being hinted at in this proverb.  

Now the parallel account of this event of Jesus preaching at Nazareth is found in Mark 6:1-6
and Matthew 13:54-58.  Matthew 13:58 reads, ‘And he did not do many mighty works there,
because of their unbelief.’  Here is a question for you, what is the connection between 
miracles and faith here?  Is it a case of what the charismatics would have us believe, that 
Jesus depended upon the faith of the listeners or He could not do miracles?  Does faith have
an activating element that makes it possible for miracles to happen and without faith even 
Jesus can’t perform miracles?  I hope that this is not your belief, please note that Jesus 
raised people from the dead and they did not have faith either.  It is more a case of miracles
would do them no good because they already had no faith.  In other words, miracles would 
have been like pearls before swine, wasted and useless so Jesus did not waste His time.

This reveals the deep unbelief that often lies behind the tests we put to God.  God has given
you life and breath and all good gifts to enjoy.  But this has not necessarily moved you to 
thank Him and serve Him, He has given us the biggest things, why should any specified task
produce faith in us.  Has God not answered a prayer of yours in the past and yet you are 
still not serving Him?  There is a stubborn heart that lies behind our unbelief not merely a 
lack of intellectual proof.  The Nazarenes had received a few miracles, but not the miracles 
they desired.  They claimed that they wanted Jesus to prove Himself.  They wanted Jesus to
liberate them politically, to bring to pass the big promises of deliverance the OT spoke of.   
However, Jesus came to set them free from sin now and all the effects of sin later in the 
new Creation.  He came with a message that had already been proven, but it wasn’t the 
proof they wanted so it was rejected.  We have more than the Nazarenes had.  Jesus has 
died and resurrected and we have eye witness accounts of His resurrection we know of over
500 people who saw the resurrected Christ, but still people will not believe.  He has revealed



who He is and has done plenty of miracle to prove it, any who claim that they still need 
miraculous proof are as hard hearted as these Nazarenes.  

V24-27, ‘And he said, “Truly, I say to you, no prophet is acceptable in his hometown. 25 But 
in truth, I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the 
heavens were shut up three years and six months, and a great famine came over all the 
land, 26 and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a
woman who was a widow. 27 And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet
Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.”  Now before we have 
a look at these words please notice the congregations response to them in v28-29, ‘When 
they heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath. 29 And they rose up and
drove him out of the town and brought him to the brow of the hill on which their town was 
built, so that they could throw him down the cliff.’  Wow, did they take offence!  Could you 
ever be so offended at someone that you were willing to kill them?  Would you ever be so 
offended by a preacher that you sought to kill them at the end of it?  It is likely that they 
thought Jesus was misrepresenting God and Judaism that it merited a zealous response of 
this kind.  Let’s look at what Jesus said to see what gave offense.  They were offended on 
several fronts.

Firstly, they were probably offended because of what Jesus left out of His sermon.  Jesus 
left out the part about the day of God’s vengeance on Israel’s enemies, and spoke 
predominantly about helping those in spiritual poverty and need.  We get angry when God 
does not take our side against our political and social enemies.  This reveals that we are for 
ourselves and not God.

Secondly, they were probably offended at the fact that all sorts of other places had 
benefitted from His ministry and teaching and they are only getting now.  They had a sense 
of entitlement because He had grown up there.  We get offended when our sense of 
entitlement is not indulged.

Thirdly, Jesus taught that everyone needs His ministry of liberation from sin because 
everyone is a sinner and is poor and in bondage to sin.  These synagogue attending 
Nazarenes took offense at being told they were needy because of sin, and not needy in an 
economic and political sense, which they thought was their biggest problem.  We think we 
know what the problems are that Jesus has come to solve, many today think that Jesus has 
come to bring about gender liberation, and social justice, and racial reconciliation.  They like
a Jesus who is politically oriented but Jesus tells us the greatest need He serves, and what 
His death accomplishes on the cross is an atonement for sin that we can be reconciled to a 
holy God.  People take offense when they are told they are the problem and not the social 
structures around them; that they are to blame for their sins not others.  They thought they 
were judging Him, but He came evaluating us.  They thought He needed their approval not 
realizing that we need His.  

Fourthly, they resented Him calling Himself a prophet and equating Himself with Elijah and 
Elisha.  But they would also resent the fact that they had been compared unfavourably with 
the Widow in Sidon, Sidon is where Jezebel came from, and with Naaman a Gentile general. 
Jesus is telling the Nazarenes that they are like unworthy Israel who was being judged by 
God who allowed Elijah and Elisha to minister to Gentiles but not disobedient Israelites.  And
that these Gentiles are more worthy of miracles than they are.  

Being told that you are the problem, that you are sinner, that you are God’s enemy, that 
those you hate and are racist towards, and have deep prejudices against are more worthy 



than you are, this is what drove the Nazarenes to consider murder.  Now in their own minds
I don’t doubt that they thought they were honouring God.  They were in church, but they 
were so blind to their own sins that Jesus, the only person who could never sin in speech or 
action was the one who deserved to die.  Why do people reject Jesus today?  It is the for 
the same reasons.  Who can hear that everything he has ever done and thought is wrong, 
that they are worse than people they consider to be scum of the earth because of their sins.
To have our value systems, our religious views, our view of ourselves overthrown, this is 
what Jesus does as He shines a light on our greatest need.  Have you accepted His truth or 
will you reject it?

These people were then given a miracle, but it wasn’t one they asked for, v30, ‘But passing 
through their midst, he went away.’  There are several places in the NT which talk about 
Jesus time not having yet come and this is one of them.  

Types of people who accept the truth

Let us quickly consider the two OT examples Jesus refers to.  The first is when God has 
judged Israel and shut up the heavens for 3 ½ years.  Ahab and Jezebel are in power and 
Baal worship is being supported, 1 Kings 16:33, ‘And Ahab made an Asherah. Ahab did more
to provoke the Lord, the God of Israel, to anger than all the kings of Israel who were before
him.’  Israel is in a terrible condition spiritually.  Elijah is told by God to go to Sidon, to 
Zarephath to a widow there.  As he drew near she was gathering sticks for a final meal 
before she resigned herself to starvation.  He asks her for water and food, but she says, 1 
Kings 17:12, ‘And she said, “As the Lord your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a 
handful of flour in a jar and a little oil in a jug. And now I am gathering a couple of sticks 
that I may go in and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it and die.”  You see
she has faith in God, she swears by Him to Elijah.  Elijah told her that the flour and oil would
not run out and she believed and acted in faith.  Here is a prophet in a drought promising a 
miracle but she must sacrifice her last meal and she believes.  Compare this to Nazareth 
who has heard about all the miracles and even seen a few themselves but who will not 
believe.  Or our generation who have a bible, the witness of the resurrection, 2000 years of 
history showing the impact of Christ and His teaching for good, yet will not believe.  

The second story is the only time the prophet Elisha is mentioned in the NT.  The story of 
Naaman comes from 2 Kings 5.  Naaman had leprosy and an Israelite girl as a slave who 
told him of the prophet Elisha in Israel.  Naaman went with letters of introduction and gifts 
and was called to Elisha.  Elisha did not go out to meet him but sent a messenger who told 
him to wash in the Jordan 7 times.  At first Naaman took offense.  His expectations were not
met, but his servants urged him to do the simple task and he was cleansed.  Here are two 
Gentiles believing when Jews are not.  One is rich another is poor, but both humbled 
themselves and believed and God moved in their lives.  

Who are you like today?  Are you like the Nazarenes who have assumptions about their 
problems, who think they know what they need, who reject any talk about their sins being 
the key issue?  Will you force Jesus to meet your expectations, tick all your boxes or else He
does not get your approval?  Or will you be like the Widow and Naaman, will you believe 
and humble yourself.  Jesus has good news and liberty, and freedom but it is only for those 
who will humble themselves and believe.             


