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The Gift of Gratitude 

 

Sometimes we can best experience gratitude in terms 
of contrast. When our days are chaotic, filled with 
noise and too many people, we are grateful for a 
moment of quiet solitude. If we have known great 
loneliness and days by ourselves, then we may be 
grateful for the companionship of other people. It is 
when we are confronted by death that we are often able 
to cherish life. When we allow ourselves to stop 
looking for the big things to happen to us in life then 
we can begin to enjoy the small pleasures of life. 
People who have endured great hardship are often the 
ones who have a strong sense of gratitude for the 
blessings they have in life. 

Gratitude born out of a sense of contrast is found in the 
Bible as well. The Hebrew people were often reminded 
to “remember that you were a slave in the land of 
Egypt,” and how God delivered them from suffering. 
This remembrance is intended to fuel gratitude for 
what they have and to motivate them to live kind, 
generous, faithful lives. Every time we come to the 
communion table we are invited to remember a 
contrast. Once we were slaves to fear, sin and death but 
because of Christ’s love we are freed to live 
differently. We are now freed to live grateful lives of 
service and compassion. 

In the modern era we have learned a great deal about 
the value of gratitude to our bodies and minds as well. 
Grateful people resist disease better than glum ones. 
Likewise gratitude can help us face life’s problems as 
well. Thank of all of the people who have had a special 
influence on your life. Perhaps you have expressed 
your gratitude to them already; perhaps it is time to do 
so now. And if they have gone to the Church 
Triumphant it is time to tell God how much they meant 
to you and how grateful you are for their life well 
lived. If your gratitude needs a kick start keeping a one 
week gratitude journal may be in order. A call from a 
friend, the sun on your face, the season of summer, the 
kindness of a stranger can all be occasions to jot it 
down and remember how much you do have to be 
grateful for. 

I am grateful for you and our covenanted life at Long 
Beach Presbyterian Church. 

 
Faithfully, 

Jim 
 

 
 

John Cox – July 5th Anna Favre – July 20th 
Jim Hightower – July 8th Tal Flurry – July 20th 
Montanna Falks – July 14th Chloe Ramsay – July 30th  

 
 
Please take a moment to 
welcome Bill and Jackie 
Blackman as our two newest 
members. They were both 
received into membership by 
the Session on Sunday, July 
3rd. 

 
 
 
While Jim is on vacation this 
month, we will welcome the 
Rev. Chas Jones to our pulpit 
on July 17th and July 24th. 

 
 

 
 

Our Food Drive benefitting the 
Long Beach Community Food 
Pantry continues to be very 
successful. The Special Needs 
Sunday School Class has also 
been donating towards the 
cause. Our dedication 
continues to fill the donation 
basket every week and the 
ladies of the church thank you 
for your participation. Please continue bringing items 
on Sundays and place them in the basket at the front of 
the Sanctuary or in McInnis-Wharton Hall.  

 
 

 
 
Please remember the following in your prayers: 
 

Barnett Family Jamie 
Boswell Family Louise 

 

 

 



 
 

Rev. Hightower will be on vacation for both Sunday 
July 17th and Sunday July 24th. Rev. Chas Jones will be 
filling the pulpit on both days. 

 
 

Bill and Jackie Blackman were received by the Session 
as new members on July 3rd before the Worship 
Service. 

 
 

We are now taking the Offering immediately after 
Passing the Peace. This change allows a more natural 
flow from the Scripture reading into the Sermon and 
also allows the children of the congregation to 
participate in the Offering. 

 
 

Starting in July, Communion will be served to the 
Children’s Sunday School room at the same time as it 
is served to the congregation. There is a speaker in the 
Sunday School room which allows them to hear the 
remainder of the service after they leave the Sanctuary. 

 
 

The next Presbytery meeting will be on August 12th-
13th at the Fondren Presbyterian Church in Jackson, 
MS. Elder Bobby Thomas was elected to serve as our 
commissioner and will attend the meeting. 

 
 
There will be no regular Session Meeting in July. The 
next Stated Session Meeting will be on Sunday, 
August 21, 2016 in the lounge immediately following 
the worship service. 

 
Treasurer’s Report 

 
 Income Expenses Difference
May 2016 $5,767.91 $2,056.68 $3,711.23
YTD 2016 $23,054.79 $15,391.57 $7,663.22
 

 
 

Our readers for the month of July 
will be: 
 

  3rd  Tal Flurry 24th Bobby Thomas
 10th Keith Cox 31st David, Braud, Sr. 
 17th Terry Dill 

 
 

We are working to keep everyone 
informed by using a page on 
Facebook. Search for Long Beach 
Presbyterian Church and then 
click the Like button to be notified 
of updates. 
 

 
 
 
 

Contact Ruth Lewis or Keith 
Cox if you would like to provide 
floral arrangements (live or silk) 
for the Sanctuary and/or 
Narthex. Many florists will 
provide silk arrangements as 
well as live ones but require 
more time to prepare them since 
they do not keep a large supply 
of those flowers on-hand.  
 

 
 

 
Please take a few moments to verify that we have 
accurate contact information for you. Don’t assume 
that the church already has the correct information just 
because it hasn’t changed recently. We are working 
from information that is in some cases almost 10 years 
old and all of which has been retyped since originally 
collected. Please see either Ruth Lewis or Keith Cox. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Submit your content for future issues of the Beacon by 
any of the following methods: 
 
By email: KCox2@cableone.net  
By hand: Give to Keith Cox, Ruth Lewis or place in 

the offering plate at Sunday Worship. 
By phone: Leave a message on the Church answering 

machine at 228-863-7633. 
(Phone messages are checked on Saturdays) 
 
 
 

  
 

To have the Beacon emailed to you, please send a request including 
your name and email address to KCox2@cableone.net. Please note 
that this will be maintained as a private email list and only used for 
Long Beach Presbyterian Church communications. 

The deadline for submissions to the 
August 2016 Beacon will be: 

WEDNESDAY 
JULY 27, 2016


