
Legnabrocky –The hollow of the badger. 
Notes by Gaby Burns August 2017 
 
McTeggart’s house 
When the team first visited this substantial house ruin, called McTeggart’s, the inevitable 
questions arose – when was it abandoned, who lived here and when was it built? It 
seemed so old and ruined it didn’t seem possible that there would be anybody today with 
memory of it being occupied. Fortunately the Marlbank people keep their memories alive… 
 
For the purpose of this investigation it was necessary to examine the records for all three 
houses in the townland. The first approach was to check the historic maps by Ordnance 
Survey. Three houses have been recorded over the years – McTeggart’s being the last 
one. It is important to remember that being recorded on an OS map does not determine 
when it was first built but rather when it was first recorded. 
 
Houses 1a and 1b. 
The first recorded set of buildings in Legnabrocky was on the first edition of the 1834 OS 
map – three buildings are recorded in a cluster – two of these would have been inhabited. 
These would correspond to the two families of Hugh Johnston and John Johnston 
recorded in the 1828 the Tythe Composition books. (See notes below) 
 
1841-1851 Census 
13 years later in 1841 the census statistics shows the occupants of two houses, most likely 
be houses 1a + b, with a total of 12 people, an average of 6 per household. It might be 
noted that ten years later, immediately after the famine that only one of these houses was 
occupied but still having 6 occupants. This would suggest that one complete household 
had moved away though not necessarily suggesting that they had all died away. (House 
1a would have had continued occupation.) (See notes below) 
 
House 2 
Just to the south of McTeggart’s house there is a substantial ruin – this building appears 
on the 1858 OS map – the first map since the 1834 survey. This building could have been 
there much earlier and it is quite possible that it may have been one of the two recorded in 
the 1841/1851 census. It is possible that this house was built after 1834 and would have 
had the family living there in 1841 – this was the family that had moved away during the 
famine as we know house 1a continued to be occupied. There is still no sign of 
McTeggart’s house on the 1858 OS map. 
 
House 3 – McTeggart’s house 
The 1906-1907 OS map shows McTeggart’s house for the first time. It is interesting to 
note that house 2 no longer appears on the map and house 1 is shown as a single 
building. The 1901 census records a Murry family – this family was almost certainly in 
house 1a with two outbuildings - a coach house and a piggery. 
 
The people 
From the mid 19th century these houses were not occupied by their owners but by 
employees, known as ‘herds’ (See notes below). Because of the temporary nature of the 
‘herds’ employment there could have been a succession of different occupants over a long 
time and also periods when the buildings were not occupied. Unfortunately we have 
incomplete records for this townland. 
 
By the time of Griffiths Valuation 1862 house 1a came under the ownership of Andrew 
Elliot replacing John Johnston as recorded in 1828. Elliot was a tenant farmer living in 



Clyhannagh townland. There was probably a ‘herd’ living in house 1a with his family. 
House 2 was owned by the same Hugh Johnston, as recorded in 1828, who was a tenant 
farmer living in Coaghan townland. There is no record of who was living in house 2.  
In the 1901 census Murry was recorded as living in house 1a. This was the only inhabited 
house in 1901. The OS map for 1906-1907 shows McTaggart’s house 3 for the first time. 
House 2, is not recorded so it must have been a ruin at this stage.  
 
Neither house 1a or house 3 were inhabited during the 1911 census. This reflects the 
transitory nature of ‘herd’ employment.  
 
House 3 eventually became inhabited by McTeggart’s by the 1930s when the late Harry 
Sheridan’s father hired McTaggart as ‘herd’. Harry Sheridan’s son John continues to farm 
the land today. The house was abandoned in 1939 and has since become the ruin we see 
today. 
 
Mcteggart’s 
McTeggart’s belonged to Dinny McTeggart’s father. In a telephone conversation he told 
Gaby Burns that they left there in 1939. There has been nobody there since. His father 
came there from Portmush, outside Enniskillen to work for Sheridan. Dinny went to Marble 
Arch school, one of his friends there was Tommy Sheerin snr. Tommy’s sons, Tommy and 
John, still retain that friendship. Dinny lived in Enniskillen.  
 
What is a ‘Herd’? 
There were basically two ways a person could have a house on the property of the 
Landlord. Either they were tenants or they were herders. The tenant paid rent and farmed 
the land himself and had his own animals. The herder was an employee of either the 
Landlord, or a tenant farmer. Known as a ‘herd’ he would have with use of the house and 
he would look after the owner’s animals and farm the land. If he was an employee of the 
Landlord he would be supervised by the Land Agent. Alicia Wiggans tells us that as part of 
his wages a herd would have grazing for a milking cow and its calf – in some cases the 
farmer would provide the herd with a cow, this is what her father did for John Maguire, his 
herd in Legg. 
 
Hierarchy 
There was a usually hierarchy in a Parish. There was the main Landlord who owned most 
of the farms – there may also be a few minor Landlords and church property. The landlord 
would usually have a Land Agent who was both tenant farmer and manager of the estate 
– The Earl of Enniskillen didn’t have a land agent, having his own staff to collect the rents. 
Next in line were the larger tenant famers who would pay rent on several farms which 
would often be sub-let to smaller tenant farmers. By far the most numerous tenant was the 
ordinary farmer who was a tenant farmer paying rent to the owner, either the Landlord or 
larger tenant farmer. The tenant farmer had certain rights – these changed from being 
practically none before the 1880s to outright ownership of the farms thereafter as a result 
of the 1880s Land Acts which resulted in the landlords being bought out by tenants with 
help from the government – the purchase price being repaid to the government over the 
lifetime of the farmer – 50 to 70 years in some cases. The ‘herd’ on the other-hand had 
few rights and these didn’t improve. The ‘herd’ regarded themselves as quite fortunate as 
the lowest class was that of farm labourer who would have to attend the ‘hiring fairs’ in 
order to get work for either six months or a year with accommodation and food being 
provided only for the duration of the hired period. 
 
Notes on Census 
Normally census returns would be the main source of information about inhabitants over the years. 
Unfortunately Irish census records were mostly lost. The original census returns for 1861 - 1891 were 



destroyed by the authorities and the returns for 1821 - 1851 were destroyed in 1922 in the fire at the Public 
Record Office at the beginning of the Civil War. Only the 1901 and 1911 are now available. The 1926 
Census Returns will be released to public inspection in January 2027. 



Note	this	is	only	a	draft	to	show	townland	location,	needs	more	work	
	



 



Additional Notes: 
 
1828 Tythe Composition books 
In 1828 the Tythe Composition books lists Legnabrocky under the name, Aughinran which 
is the river passing through it. Two houses are recorded at this date – one belongs to John 
Johnston and the other to Hugh Johnston – there is only one farmstead with buildings on 
the 1834 OS map so these two houses are located there – referred to as house 1a + b on 
map below.  

  
 
1841-1851 Census 
In 1841 the census statistics shows the occupants of these two houses with a total of 12 
people, an average of 6 per household. It might be noted that ten years later, immediately 
after the famine that only one of these houses was occupied but still having 6 occupants. 
This would suggest that one complete household had moved away though not necessarily 
suggesting that they had all died away. These would most likely be houses 1a + b. 
 

 
 
1862 Griffiths Valuation 
In 1862 Griffiths Valuation records the two houses – as Herd’s houses - Hugh Johnston 
and Andrew Elliot. Both of these houses can be seen on the Ordnance Survey map of the 
time. Elliots would have been house 1a north of where the road now runs while the second 
is the one marked house 2 on our map as 1858 ruin – it first appeared on the 1858 OS 
map. The house 3, which is the subject of AU study would not have been built yet. 
 

 
 
1862 Griffiths Valuation Revision books 
In 1887 house 1a was transferred from Sarah Elliot, widow of Andrew, to Hugh Johnston. 
This is the house that the Murry family would have been living in 1901 census.  
 
 



  
 
In later revision books there is an entry in 1911 showing Dorinda, widow of Hugh, taking 
over as owner of the two houses, farms. In 1921 Eliza become the owner. Harold 
Johnstoin confirmed the Hugh and Dorinda Johnston information, Dorinda was Fraser, a 
sister of his grandmother. Harold Johnston, renowned local historian, tells us they had only 
one daughter Elsie (Eliza in the revision books) who married John Sheridan. The late 
Harry Sheridan purchased the farm from John Sheridan who was his uncle – thereby 
keeping it in the family. Harry’s son John continues to farm it today. The Revision book for 
Legnabrocky shows the changeover to Dorinda when Hugh died in 1911 and then to Eliza 
(Elsie) in1921. 
 
 
 

 
 
The Revision book for Coaghan shows the changover from Johnston to Fraser in 1908. 
 



 
 
Hugh, Dorinda and Eliza are to be found in 1911 census in Gorteen townland. 
 
Gorteen	8	 	 	 [Cuilcagh]	 	
8 Johnston Hugh Head CI R&W 72 M Md Farmer 

8 Johnston Dorinda Wife CI R&W 46 F Md 23 yrs 1 bn 1 
alive 

8 Johnston Eliza A Dau CI R&W 18 F S  

8 McHugh Joseph Servant RC R&W 23 M S Farm servant 

	
 
Harold says he had a visitor from Australia recently whose ancestor was a brother of the 
Hugh Johnston from the 1928 Tithes.  
 
 
(Note Griffiths valuation book were regularly updated until 1928. When there was a change of ownership the 
previous owner had line through the name and the new owner written over it in a different colour with date in 
same ink. Successive owner changes would have different colours of ink to distinguish them. Often when an 
owner was deceased “reps” would appear followed sometimes by the widow’s first name or the new owner.) 
 
 
1901 Census 
In 1901 the census records only one house, occupied by Bernard and Bridget Murry and 
their family. No further record of the members of this family could be found in a search of 
all the counties in Ireland in the 1911 census. (Further searches based upon possible 
name changes may show where they were).  
 

 
 
1911 census 
After 1901 the paper records have a curious lack of information. Alicia Wiggin’s work on 
the 1911 census does not record any families in the townland suggesting both house were 
unoccupied.  
 
After 1911 
There are no official records available for Legnabrocky after 1911. 
 


