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LOTTE THAT SILHOUETTE GIRL (2018)
A SHORT ANIMATED DOCUMENTARY ABOUT ANIMATION PIONEER LOTTE REINIGER
by Elizabeth Beecherl and Carla Patullo

Information about screening times and locations can be found in this press kit
or on the website at: www.lotte-movie.com/screenings

CONTACT:
LotteMovie@gmail.com

www.lotte-movie.com
Instagram: @LotteMovie
Twitter: @LotteMovie
facebook.com/Lottemovie

Once upon a time,
Lotte Reiniger
ignited the world of animation
with shadows, light, and a pair of 
magical scissors.

TRICK STUDIO
presents



www.lotte-movie.com

LOGLINE

SYNOPSIS

Once a small girl,
From Berlin,
Hailed from the shadows,
A light from within.

Once upon a time, 
A young German artist changed the world of animation 
With shadows, light, and a pair of magical scissors. 
Her name was LOTTE.

Before Walt Disney, there was a trailblazing woman at the vanguard of animation. Influenced by 
folktales and legends, Lotte Reiniger was a tour de force of creativity and innovation: she invented 
the multiplane camera and created the first animated feature. This stunning film explores the life 
and times of a woman who is finally being given her due. 
 - Eileen Arandiga, Canadian Film Centre

With music, magic, and a stirring narration by Lotte Reiniger herself, LOTTE THAT SILHOUETTE 
GIRL tells the fairy tale story of one of animations’ biggest influencers.

TRICK STUDIO, 2018



JENNIFER MAISEL, Co-writer
ERICA HANRAHAN-BALL, Silhouette Dancer, Singer, Choreographer
ANDREW DIEGO, Silhouette Dancer, Singer
HELEN SHORT, Puppet Maker
ALLISON DILLARD, Costume Designer

Carla Patullo
Director/ Writer/ Composer
   Carla Patullo is a composer and songwriter who has composed scores for many films including 
Letter to Anita, Choke, Pizza Face, Lotte that Silhouette Girl and Jean Cordova. Patullo has worked 
on film and TV productions that have won awards such as an Independent Spirit Award, Daytime 
Emmy Award, a GLAAD Media Award and a BAFTA. Along with scoring and films, Patullo has 
written numerous songs and has had over 100 song placements on Emmy-award winning shows 
like The Ellen DeGeneres Show, The Young & the Restless and Skins.

Carla Patullo and Elizabeth Beecherl make films in Los Angeles under the name Trick Studio.

Elizabeth Beecherl
Director/ Writer/ Animator    

Elizabeth Beecherl was born in Lubbock, Texas and studied architecture at the University of Virginia. 
She has worked as an architect for several years onprojects that have been published in The New York 

Times, Dwell, and many other design publications. A few years ago, she decided to start animating and 
making films after watching Lotte Reiniger’s 1922 movie Cinderella, and falling in love with the medium 

of silhouette animation. Elizabeth brings her design and construction background to filmmaking, adding 
a unique twist to the process. Lotte that Silhouette Girl is her first film.

DIRECTORS’ BIOS

ADDITIONAL CREW

A full list of credits can be found on last page of this press kit or on the website at: www.lotte-movie.com/crew
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WORLD PREMIERE at the Ann Arbor Film Festival in Ann Arbor, MI
American Documentary Film Festival in Palm Springs, CA
Florida Film Festival in Maitland, FL
RiverRun International Film Festival in Winston-Salem, NC
Hot Docs Festival in Toronto, Canada
Newport Beach Film Festival in Newport Beach, CA
Nashville Film Festival in Nashville, TN

Middlebury New Filmmakers Festival in Middlebury, VT
08/23-08/26 - Time and location TBA
LA Shorts Film Festival
07/25-08/02 - Time and location TBA
Traverse City Film Festival
07/31-08/05 - Time and location TBA
Animator 2018 in Poznan, Poland
07/08 - Kino Muza - 10:30 AM
07/08 - Kino Muza - 08:00 PM
07/11 - Kino Muza - 10:30 AM
22nd Bucheon International Fantastic Film Festival in South Korea
07/12 - 07/22 - Fantastic Short Films 3 - Screening Times and Locations TBA
Vancouver Biennale CineFest
08/06 - Leg in Boot Square - 9:30 PM
Screening before Lotte Reiniger’s The Adventures of Prince Achmed!
Doku Fest in Kosovo
08/03 - 08/11 - Screening Times and Locations TBA
The Hottest Shorts of Hot Docs 2018 in Toronto
08/14 - Hot Docs Ted Rogers Cinema - 6:30PM
DOCUTAH
09/03-09/08 - Screening Times and Locations TBA
Festival will include a DOCTALK with Elizabeth Beecherl and Carla Patullo

FEATURED FESTIVALS AND SCREENING DATES

RT: 10 minutes / All Audiences
Trailer: https://vimeo.com/249195856
Poster: https://www.dropbox.com/s/ih9aaek4bzf9plg/LOTTE-Poster.jpg
Twitter: twitter.com/lottemovie
Official Website: www.lotte-movie.com
Downloadable Material for Press: www.lotte-movie.com/press-downloads/

LOTTE THAT SILHOUETTE GIRL (2018, 10 mins.) Directed by Elizabeth Beecherl and Carla Patullo. Produced by 
Trick Studio. Written by Elizabeth Beecherl, Carla Patullo, and Jennifer Maisel. Narrated by Lotte Reiniger. Music by 
Carla Patullo. Animation by Elizabeth Beecherl. Animation Artists: Meejin Hong, Sarah Winters, Matt Yarrington Nancy 
Putnam. Puppet Design by Helen Short. Costuming by Allison Dillard. With Erica Hanrahan-Ball (Juliet) and Andrew 
Diego (Romeo). USA. English. A Trick Studio release.

TECHNICAL SPECS

CREDITS
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“No one else has taken a specific animation technique and made it so utterly her own.... To date she has no rivals, and for all 
practical purposes the history of silhouette animation begins and ends with Reiniger.” - Philip Kemp, the British Film Institute

LOTTE REINIGER was an inventor and an innovator. Her unique style of storytelling and visual contrast inspired many, 
including modern day filmmakers such as Henry Selick, Anthony Lucas and Trick Studio. Her 1926 film, The Adventures of 
Prince Achmed was the first ever feature length animation. She also invented the multi-plane camera allowing her to create 
a three-dimensional depth in her films. Not only were these major contributions to the field of animation, Prince Achmed is 
arguably the most beautiful animation ever to have been created. And yet despite all of this, Lotte remains a footnote in the 
history of film.

There are many resons for the lack of knowledge about such a pivotal figure. She was a woman at the wrong time and a 
German at the wrong time. Lotte made her first film in 1919, and although she grew up in progressive Berlin, women were not 
given the funding and the credit that their male counterparts were afforded. And on top of that, WWII broke out just after 
she gained success with the first ever feature animation. She and her husband Carl Koch were forced to leave Germany a few 
years after its premiere, and they spent two decades without a proper home or studio. They finally settled outside of London 
in the 1950s, but they weren’t spring chickens anymore. They started making animated films again until Carl passed away in 
1963. Lotte was devastated. She became a recluse for 10 years, and then she made a final burst of films when she was in her 
seventies.

All of her work has a truly amazing spirit that is not often achived in films. The figures, the light, and the movements make 
each film a wonderful ballet of shadows. No one else can make a puppet dance like Lotte Reiniger.

WHO IS LOTTE REINIGER?
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I have always been intrigued by storytelling; humans have 
evolved perfecting the ancient act of telling folktales around 
a fire, the moving light, the crackling and popping sounds, 
and the face and the hands of the storyteller moving out of 
darkness and back into the light. And no one has achieved 
this magical campfire quality in film better than Lotte 
Reiniger. For this reason and many more, I wanted to tell her 
story.

As I dug into her history, I just wanted to know more and 
more. Lotte Reiniger was a bit of a mystery to the world, and 
the fact that it wasn’t easy to answer some of my questions 
just made me want to dig deeper. The more I researched, the 
more I began to respect and appreciate this woman’s story. 
She lived through some awful times, but she never stopped 
animating these wonderful films. She also holds two of the 
most important achievements in animation; she invented the 
multiplane camera which was revolutionary for animators, 
and she created the first feature length animation, but these 
achievements are both often mistakenly credited to Walt 
Disney, which says so much about our culture and society 
back then and still today.

One day I discovered the most charming interview with 
Reiniger from 1976, and I started a project of mixing musical 
themes with her voice, and then playing with timing to create 
a compelling and charming story of her life. Music plays a 
dynamic role in this film as it fills in the gaps of her life story 
that she was either too sad or too reluctant to talk about. And 
then came the daunting task of setting the story to visuals. 
It was a big undertaking because Lotte’s work is amazingly 
beautiful, and to tell her story in the style she perfected would 
be near impossible. So I collaborated with the wonderful 
artist, Elizabeth Beecherl, and she met the task with 
exceeding expectations. She used Lotte’s style as inspiration, 
but she also put her own artistic spin on it. I couldn’t be 
happier with it, and one of Lotte’s great old friends, Paul 
Gelder, said Lotte would have been thrilled with it as well! 
Which is great to hear because as we made the film, we were 
constantly asking each other, would Lotte like this? Would she 
be happy we made this film about her?

I hope this film inspires others to dedicate themselves to a 
vision and a craft as Lotte did and to sing the unsung stories 
of the heroes in our shadows.

- Carla Patullo

THE INSPIRATION
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Behind the Scenes:
Multiplane Camera

Lotte invented the multiplane camera in 1923, which revolutionized animation. Its invention is often 
mistakenly credited to Walt Disney Studios. Disney did later adapt Lotte’s invention and filed for a 
U.S. patent. Essentially, a multiplane camera is used to create three-dimensional effects by moving 
layers independently of each other on top of layered panes of glass.

In 2017, Trick Studio added their own adaptation and lit it with a TV screen below so that 
they could create colored backgrounds and patterned light effects as they animated the short 
documentary LOTTE THAT SILHOUETTE GIRL.

Side-by-side photos of Lotte 
Reinigers’s original multiplane 
camera (left) and Trick Studio’s 
more primitive replica (right). 
These pictures are taken 
almost 100 years apart.

THE MULTIPLANE CAMERA
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Lotte that Silhouette Girl needed a mysterious and whimsical score to pair with the magical 
animation and with Lotte’s charrming storytelling. Our composer Carla Patullo wrote a gorgeous 
vocally driven score where she layered her own voice with three other talented singers, and it has just 
been nominated for a Music and Sound Award.

Each separate vocal line represents a unique animated character, which created a complex and 
emotional score. The incredibly talented singers, White Widow, Erica Hanrahan-Ball, Andrew 
Diego, and Sean Smith, brought breath and life to this wonderfully written symphonic soundscape.

Carla had an unusual role as a composer because she wrote a suite for the film that was used to 
set the pacing for the animation. And as the animation developed, so did the music. Before long, it 
was hard to decipher which artform drove the other, and eventually, an almost seamless feedback 
loop grew between the music and the animation.

This isn’t the first time Carla has composed music for a project about Lotte. In 2015, she wrote an 
origical score to Lotte’s 1922 silent film Aschenputtel.

Find out more about Carla here:
www.CarlaPatullo.com

MAKING THE MUSIC
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FILM STILLS
Ghosts of Berlin.
Silhouette dancers 
Erica Hanrahan-Ball 
and Andrew Diego 
sing as Berlin crumbles 
in the background. 

Opening Night.
Lotte and Carl kiss in 
the back of the theater 
as the audience gives a 
standing ovation after 
the premiere of THE 
ADVENTURES OF 
PRINCE ACHMED in 
1926. 

Theater Wings.
Paul Wegener 
demands that Lotte 
should make her first 
short film after seeing 
her cut silhouettes and 
the skill with which she 
makes them. 
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BEHIND THE SCENES IMAGES

Cardboard puppets made by Helen Short and Elizabeth Beecherl

Juliet silhouette dancer played by Erica Hanrahan-Ball

To request a screener, high-res images, or other preint material please contact:
Elizabeth Beecherl - elizabeech@gmail.com - Office: +1.310.779.1762

Filmmakers Elizabeth Beecherl and Carla Patullo are also available for interviews.

OTHER REQUESTS


