
God’s secret, preordained purpose that determines everything 
that happens in the universe (Eph. 1:11; Isa. 46:9-11)

Holding
Principle
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God’s detailed, individual 
plan for a person’s life which 
offers the greatest blessings 
and must be “discovered.” 

It is a view that many hold 
but cannot be supported 

biblically.

Ideal Individual
Will

Moral
Will

God’s truth and commands 
as revealed in the Bible that 

show man how to think,
trust, worship, love, and live.

This is the only judge of a 
good or bad decision. 

(Ps. 40:8; Col.1:9-10)

If you are not sure, remember the 
Holding Principle. It says that if 
you are not sure if something is 
right or wrong, then you should 
wait because it is sinful to act
with even the possibility of sin.

(Rom. 14:23)

Discerning God’s Will in Your Life
“And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 

so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God” (Colossians 1:9-10)

Must obey

Clearly Most Honors

Freedom to choose; you can honor God either way

How do I most honor God in this situation?

Christian Freedom

RIGHTEOUS DECISIONS

UNRIGHTEOUS DECISIONS

HONORS GOD

DISHONORS GOD

Must not do what is sinful

Clearly Dishonors

Invites spiritual blessing
(Matt. 5:2-12; Eph. 1:3)

Invites discipline
(Heb. 12:3-11)

WISDOM METHOD

Sovereign
Will

WORD

What does the 
Word say?

(2 Tim. 3:16-17)

HEART

What do I
worship?

(Prov. 9:10)

STEWARDSHIP

What is my 
stewardship?

(Matt. 25:14-30)

LOVE

How do I
love well?

(Mark 12:31)

See back for more info
on Wisdom Method



LOVE: How do I love well? 

Living wisely necessitates loving well.

Danger: In this situation am I seeking to be loved by others? (Am I 
seeking the approval, affections, and admiration of others? Am I
seeking to fit in or stand out? Do I desire to feel wanted or needed? 
Do I fear rejection, loneliness, or insignificance?) 

Love is an unconditional commitment to an imperfect person that
seeks the other’s highest good, even at the cost to self.

Three questions to help us love well in this situation: 
1. How can I apply love expansively (in every situation, towards 
every person)?

• “love your neighbor” — an unconditional commitment to an 
imperfect person

2. How can I apply love beneficially (in a way that blesses and builds 
up others)? How can I specifically love others in this situation? 

• “as yourself” — that seeks the other’s highest good 
3. How can I apply love sacrificially? 

• “as yourself” — even at the cost to self

Prayer question: How can I more faithfully pray to love better? How 
can I pray for those I am called to love?

Community question: Who is an example of love? Who can show me 
where I have failed to love and guide me in loving better? 

WORD: What does the Word say? 

Scripture is the foundation of wisdom because it provides a 
framework to understand our world.

Three questions to determine what the Word says about an 
issue/question/situation:

1. How does the Word speak to an issue specifically? 
• What are the passages that directly address the topic? 

2. How does the Word speak to an issue thematically?
• Wisdom isn’t about memorizing a thousand specific verses 

for a thousand specific issues. It’s allowing the Word to 
inform your worldview so you know what is good, and how 
to live out that good.

3. How does the Word speak to an issue redemptively?
• We must understand how our story fits into the greater 

story of the gospel. The hope is that the gospel would bring 
clarity to what I am considering.  

Prayer question: What truths of Scripture can I slowly and
deliberately pray through over the coming weeks and months?

Community question: Who is wise and knows the Word? Who can 
help me understand and apply the Word better? 

STEWARDSHIP: What is my stewardship? 

Stewardship is the faithful management of our lives for Christ because 
ultimately all that we are and all that we have belong to Him. Failed 
stewardship is when we take what has been entrusted to us and use it 
to worship our idols. 

Questions to better understand our stewardship:
What resources have I been given? Who has been entrusted into my 
care? What skills, gifts, and abilities do I have? What are my passions, 
interests, and joys? What is my ministry? What is my primary labor? 
What are my responsibilities? What are my current circumstances    
and sufferings? What is my season of life? What are my relationships? 
What are my spheres of influence? 

Three questions to encourage faithfulness in my stewardship:
1. With my stewardship, how do I prioritize Christ?

• Remember: Stewardship is not a clash of priorities. I should  
be able to accomplish everything God has entrusted to me.

2. With my stewardship, how do I profit for Christ?
• Profiting for Christ is to bring him glory and make his name 

known. 
• For example: I live in a way that reflects Christ’s character;       

I love others well; I invest in ministries that further the gospel;   
I find joy in the Lord; I give evidence for the gospel through   
my kindness, courage, compassion, love, and perseverance   
in suffering, etc.

3. With my stewardship, how do I live in light of eternity? 

Prayer question: What specific aspects of my stewardship do I need to 
thoughtfully and humbly pray through?
 
Community question: Who is a good example of biblical stewardship? 
Who can help me to better recognize my stewardship and encourage 
me to use my life for Christ? 

HEART: What do I worship & how might I be influenced by sin?

Pursuing wisdom isn’t simply about the processing of information 
but the posture of our hearts before God.

Two focuses to pursue hearts of wisdom: 
1. Our awe of God makes us wise. When Christ is supreme, we 
understand ourselves and everything in our lives (Col. 1:15-25). 
Conversely sin and idolatry ruin wisdom. We ask questions like:

a. In this situation, am I in awe of God, and how can I keep 
him supreme?

b. What else captures my heart? What do I tend to make 
central and idolize in the place of Christ?

c. How does sin blur my priorities and my understanding of 
right/wrong and good/bad?

2. Our active worship of God makes us wise. The fear of the Lord 
is not static but grows deeper the more we understand and 
worship Christ (2 Cor. 3:18).

a. How am I fueling my worship of Christ?
b. How am I fueling my worship of idols? 

Exercise:
• Look at all the reasons for or against a certain decision or 
between two choices (the positives and negatives) and slowly and 
prayerfully see how each might be influenced by sin. 
• Spend time confessing and repenting of that sin. 
• Reassess the decision with a heart that more fully worships and 
longs for Christ. 

Prayer question: What sins and idolatries do I need to spend time 
carefully, humbly, and prayerfully repenting of? 

Community question: Who do I know that lives in awe of God? 
Who can help me know my heart better and encourage repentance 
and faith? 

Wisdom is thinking biblically (Word) and worshiping devotedly (Heart)
for the purpose of living faithfully (Stewardship) and loving well (Love).

Goal: To determine if a decision 1) clearly dishonors God, 2) clearly most honors God, 
or 3) is an issue of Christian freedom (honors God either way).
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