
The End of the World: 
A Study In Revelation 

Chapter 16
The Seven Vial (Bowl) Judgments

Revelation 16:1-21(KJV) 1And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the seven angels, Go your 
ways, and pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth.  

• Vial - phialē   fee-al'-ay a broad shallow cup (“phial”):—vial.

• Revelation 14:9-10(NIV) 9A third angel followed them and said in a loud voice: “If anyone 
worships the beast and his image and receives his mark on the forehead or on the hand,  
10he, too, will drink of the wine of God’s fury, which has been poured full strength into the cup of 
his wrath. He will be tormented with burning sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and of the 
Lamb. 

• These seven last plagues are poured out on the antichrist and those who have his mark: against his 
kingdom only

• Revelation 15:6-7(KJV) 6And the seven angels came out of the temple, having the seven plagues, 

clothed in pure and white linen, and having their breasts girded with golden girdles. 7And one of 
the four beasts gave unto the seven angels seven golden vials full of the wrath of God, who liveth 
for ever and ever. 

• God pours from the cup of His wrath into the cups (vials) of the seven angels.
2And the first went, and poured out his vial upon the earth; and there fell a noisome and grievous sore 
upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and upon them which worshipped his image.  

• Poured out upon the beast (antichrist) and his followers
• Sores – horrible malignant (NLT) ugly painful (NIV) noisome grievous (wicked evil gk)

3And the second angel poured out his vial upon the sea; and it became as the blood of a dead man: and 
every living soul died in the sea. 

• The sea becomes the thick coagulated blood of a dead man. Everyone caught in the sea at this time 
dies. This plague centers on the Mediterranean Sea.

• No seafood – large protein source lost – food shortages
4And the third angel poured out his vial upon the rivers and fountains of waters; and they became blood.  

• Local fresh water supplies in the antichrist’s kingdom affected
5And I heard the angel of the waters say, Thou art righteous, O Lord, which art, and wast, and shalt be, 

because thou hast judged thus.6For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and thou hast given 
them blood to drink; for they are worthy.  

• An angel declares the correctness and appropriateness of God’s justice. Punishment matches the 
crime-law of sowing and reaping

• Revelation 6:9-10(KJV) 9And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of 

them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 10And they cried 
with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our 
blood on them that dwell on the earth? 

7And I heard another out of the altar say, Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are thy 
judgments. 

• This angel is with the tribulation martyrs who receive their justice. The murderers deserve to 
drink blood



8And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the sun; and power was given unto him to scorch men 
with fire.  

• The sun becomes so hot that men are scorched and burned, Fires break out. This is not the sun 
going nova: it is a supernatural event brought about by God and limited to the antichrist and his 
kingdom and followers

• Finally global warming – caused by God, not by man. If Al Gore is still alive he will probably say 
“I told you so”

9And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name of God, which hath power over these 
plagues: and they repented not to give him glory.  

• Not a natural event – a supernatural one. Even knowing now that these things are from God, the 
antichrist and his followers will not repent. They are in a war against God they cannot win

• The two witnesses say “we’re chilling out’
• Like Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were saved in the fiery furnace, any believers in areas of 

the antichrist’s control will receive supernatural sunscreen
10And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and his kingdom was full of 
darkness; and they gnawed their tongues for pain, 

• Already suffering from sores and burns, the antichrist and his followers get an early taste of hell

• Matthew 22:13(KJV) 13Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him 
away, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

• Mark 9:43-44(KJV) 43And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life 
maimed, than having two hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched:  
44Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 

11And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and repented not of their 
deeds. 

• They continue their hopeless resistance against God
12And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was 
dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared. 

• Euphrates river flows 1900 miles through Turkey, Syria and Iraq. It will be supernaturally dried 
up

• 200 million strong Asian Army led by China needs an unimpeded way to enter Israel for the battle 
of Armageddon on the plain of Megiddo

• As the armies sweep across Asia, they destroy one-third of the earth's population in that area. 
(Rev. 9:l4-16)

13And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of 

the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet.  14For they are the spirits of devils, working 
miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle 
of that great day of God Almighty.

• Three demons from satan, the antichrist, and the false prophet deceive leaders of countries who 
serve the antichrist to come to the battle of Armageddon. Demonic persuasion breaks dpwn logic. 
The antichrist and his followers rush headlong into war

15Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, 
and they see his shame.  

• Jesus inserts an exhortation to believers who are reading this prophecy to be prepared for his 
appearing (come as a thief speaks of the rapture at the beginning of the tribukation0. The Second 
Coming (to the earth) of Jesus occurs the very last day of the tribulation and is seen by all



16And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon. 
17And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and there came a great voice out of the temple of 

heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done. 18And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and 
there was a great earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an 
earthquake, and so great.

• Voices speak: thunders. lightnings. and the greatest earthquake ever experienced by thc world
occur. These things happen on thc last day of Tribulation. the same day that the Two Witnesscs
are caught up to God's throne, having been killed three days earlier. (Rev. 11:11- l9)

• The witnesses are hated and killed
• God’s response: raise them from the dead and send the greatest earthquake ever

• Revelation 11:9-13(KJV) 9And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations shall see 
their dead bodies three days and an half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in 

graves. 10And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, and shall 
send gifts one to another; because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the earth.  
11And after three days and an half the Spirit of life from God entered into them, and they stood 

upon their feet; and great fear fell upon them which saw them. 12And they heard a great voice 
from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and 

their enemies beheld them. 13And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part 
of the city fell, and in the earthquake were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant were 
affrighted, and gave glory to the God of heaven.

19And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon 
came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath.  
20And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found. 

• Jerusalem divided into three parts, cities of the world destroyed, islands and mountains disappear

• Isaiah 40:3-4(KJV) 3The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the 

LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4Every valley shall be exalted, and 
every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough 
places plain: 

• Preparing the way for the Second Coming of Jesus to the earth
21And there fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent: and men 
blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail; for the plague thereof was exceeding great.

• Stones weighing between 113-120 pounds


