
“A Messy Community: Studies in 2 Corinthians” 

Lesson 60: 2 Corinthians 9:6–15 

These verses bring to a close the second major section of 2 Corinthians. Paul began by defending his 
apostleship (chapters 1–7) before giving instructions for the Jerusalem collection (chapters 8–9). In the 
closing section, which we will begin next time (chapters 10–13), he addresses the remaining rebellious 
minority in Corinth. 

As we saw previously, when Paul assembled the trio of representatives to go ahead of him to Corinth, it 
was not to persuade the Corinthians to give. He was convinced of their willingness to give (9:1–5). Instead, 
they were sent to assist the Corinthians in bringing to generous completion their already-stated readiness 
to give. In short, Paul wanted the trio to help the Corinthians’ readiness, willingness, and generosity. 

As he wraps up his instructions for the Jerusalem offering, Paul speaks to the Corinthians of the nature of 
generosity, the benefits of generosity, and the motivation for generosity. 

The Nature of Generosity (vv. 6–7) 
Paul begins this section by citing a well-known proverb, which points to the need for bountiful generosity: 
“The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also 
reap bountifully” (v. 6). The picture is that, rather than carefully and meticulously digging one hole per 
seed, the sower generously digs into his bag of seed and casts handfuls of it across the surface of the soil. 

The word translated “blessing” is the same word translated “gift” in v. 5. It speaks of blessings, and points 
to the sower’s heart attitude: The sower wants to be a blessing to those to whom he is giving. Paul’s 
concern, then, was less about HOW MUCH the Corinthians and more about HOW they gave. 

TO THINK ABOUT 
Sometimes, people quip: “God loves a cheerful giver, but he will take from a grump.” Do you think this is 
an accurate statement? Why, or why not? 

The underlying principle is simply this: God’s people are to be generous people, because God is a generous 
God. Generosity is a hallmark of faith. As Hughes says, “To be generous is divine.” 

TO THINK ABOUT 
There was a time in recent church history where Communion services were routinely used as opportunities 
to collect benevolent funds for the needy in the church. Do you think there is place to occasionally revive 
this practice—to encourage, for example, members at certain Communion services to bring something for 
the Food for the Family cupboard, or to take a special collection during that time for benevolent needs? 

We are not certain where the proverb Paul cites originated, but its truth led Paul to a logical conclusion: 
“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver” (v. 7). This, of course, is not a novel idea, for it has clear Old Testament precedent 
(Deuteronomy 15:10–11). 

TO THINK ABOUT 
If Paul had Deuteronomy 15:10–11 in his mind when he wrote this verse, that means that he understood 
the new covenant church to be a continuation of God’s old covenant people, and therefore the heart of 
Deuteronomy 15 still applies to God’s people today. What do you think is the Christian’s responsibility to 
be generous “to the needy and to the poor, in your land” (Deuteronomy 15:11) today? 

The nature of Christianity is such that a Christian Scrooge is a contradiction in terms. “New-covenant 
believers, Christians, are to be generous people who find giving a merry venture” (Hughes). 

The Benefits of Generosity (vv. 8–14) 
Having stated the nature of Christian generosity, Paul now turns to the benefits of Christian generosity. 
There are benefits, we will see, for the Christian individually as well as for the church corporately when 
believers are given to Christlike generosity. 
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Personal Benefits of Generosity (vv. 8–10) 
The personal benefits of generosity, as delineated in this text, are twofold. 

1. Sufficiency (v. 8). As you read v. 8 in the context of what Paul is saying, an astounding principle manifests 
itself: If we are committed to generosity, God will give us what we need to be generous to others! 
Throughout chapters 8–9, “grace” refers to God’s grace that produced generosity in the lives of his people 
(see 8:1–2). If God could give the poverty-stricken Macedonians grace to give, he can provide us with the 
same grace to be generous to others. The challenge is not so much our wealth, or lack thereof, but our 
belief in and obedience to God. 

TO THINK ABOUT 
“As much as I’d like to, I can’t afford to be generous to others.” Have you ever heard a sentiment like this 
being expressed? How does v. 8 help you to wrestle with such attitudes? 

2. Righteousness (vv. 9–10). In these verses, Paul quotes Psalm 112:9, where the righteousness of “the man 
who fears the LORD” (v. 1) is proven in his generosity to the poor. He also alludes to Old Testament promises 
from Isaiah 55:10 and Hosea 10:12. The promise to the Corinthians is that, given their willing generosity, 
God will increase their supply so that they can give more generously, which will be followed by a harvest of 
personal righteousness, which will ultimately extend to the church at large. 

Corporate Benefits of Generosity (vv. 11–15) 
Having stated two personal benefits of generosity, Paul now states three corporate benefits of generosity. 

1. Thanksgiving to God (vv. 11–12). First, generosity would produce in the church an attitude of 
thanksgiving to God. As the Corinthians displayed generosity to the Jerusalem saints, they would be 
“enriched” by God. The promise is not of material enriching, but of experiencing the riches of God’s grace, 
which would overflow in genuine, heartfelt thanksgiving. 

TO THINK ABOUT 
The prosperity gospel abuses verses like these to teach that God promises material abundance to those 
who are generous in their giving. In what way does “thanksgiving to God” manifest greater, truer riches 
than material wealth? 

2. Glory to God (v. 13). Second, generous giving would glorify God. Specifically, when the Jerusalem saints 
received the generous gift from the Gentile church in Corinth, they would have every reason to glorify God 
for the work of grace that he had produced in the lives of those who were once their enemies. 

TO THINK ABOUT 
It is comparatively easy to be generous to those whom you like, or who benefit you in some way, but gospel 
generosity is displayed most clearly in generosity toward those for whom we have no natural affinity. Jews 
and Gentiles shared no natural love for each other, and so generosity of Gentiles toward Jews could be 
explained by nothing but gospel grace. In what ways, and in what areas, can we display gospel grace by 
being generous toward those with whom we share no natural affinity? 

3. Affection for the Corinthians (v. 14). Third, not only would the Jerusalem saints have cause to praise God, 
but their affection for the Corinthians would grow as they received this generous benevolent gift. Bonds of 
affection, and commitment to prayer, would be strengthened as one group of believers benefited 
materially from another. 

The Motivation for Generosity (v. 15) 
It is almost unthinkable that an already impoverished people would give freely and generously to another 
impoverished people, whom they had never met, and to whom they were naturally and culturally opposed. 
What could possibly motivate such generosity? Only one thing: “Thanks be to God for his inexpressible 
gift!”  The highest motivation for Christian generosity is a heartfelt embrace of God’s grace in Jesus Christ 
(see 8:9). The cross is the “inexpressible gift” that drives our generosity. 


