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Does AI trump the Bible? 

Have you ever been doing your everyday routine, then something you’ve never heard of comes 
powering along, seemingly out of nowhere, and suddenly appears everywhere?    

That’s how ChatGPT has struck me and probably millions of others in the last few months. 
Who had ever heard of it a year ago? For those of you who still haven’t, I'm sure you’re 
wondering, “What is it?” I’ll explain in a minute.  

But first, the big question we students of Scripture will want to be asking is: Will ChatGPT cause 
most people to think that the Bible, with all its spiritual richness, comfort, inspiration, and 
profound wisdom, has become less relevant—less needed in their lives?    

OK, I know this is not a technology vlog! But if you use a smartphone, tablet or computer, 
you’re already part of the global population that will be increasingly impacted by this new 
generative artificial intelligence. So I’m going to assume that whatever I say on the subject will 
be of interest to you.  

ChatGPT is a system that uses machine learning to produce all kinds of information based on 
human prompts. For instance, let’s say I ask the software (which at this point is still free) to tell 
me about waterlilies, and it replies with a rather sophomoric answer. Of course, in the future 
the responses from ChatGPT will get increasingly sophisticated.  

I can’t help thinking of the computer named Hal in 2001: A Space Odyssey. And I can’t help 
agreeing with one columnist’s comparison of the emergence of ChatGPT with Kitty Hawk, 
where the Wright Brothers flew their first airplane. We all know where that led!  

But I’ve mainly been thinking, in relation to this subject, about how the Bible describes a 
different kind of intelligence. It’s an intelligence that is already here, already available 24/7, 
already accessible by all ages, from young children to grandparents—regardless of color, class, 
economic station, gender, or geographical location. With this intelligence, there is no hierarchy 
to cut through, no $10 billion investment to be made, no equipment needed for connecting. 
What I’m speaking of is divine intelligence.    

Any student of the Bible who has gone beyond its words to glimpse the spiritual reality that its 
66 books and hundreds of characters describe, can testify to the breathtaking immediacy of this 
divine intelligence. Generations have called this entity “God,” “Yahweh,” “the Almighty,” 
“Adonai,” “Lord.” But in this age of artificial intelligence that depends upon machines—whose 
calculations are equally breathtaking in their speed and scope—it may make more sense to call 
this source “divine intelligence” or “divine Mind.” I love that an increasing number of physicists 
are using these terms to describe the intelligence behind the universe. 
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What is needed, it seems to me, are three rather simple qualities for us access to this divine 
intelligence: 

• Humility—a recognition that you’re not the master of your own destiny.
• Desire—the yearning that recognizes a higher power and wants to be completely in sync

with it, regardless of the directives that come; and
• Quiet—the act of carving out mental space so you can actually hear a message that may

pad into your thought as softly as a kitten.

The Bible calls this kind of reaching out to that divine intelligence “prayer.” When we are 
receptive, praying often gives us unusual and original solutions to huge challenges.  

Think of: 
• Abraham praying to be obedient to God’s directive to sacrifice his son and then hearing

the angel message that Isaac would not be sacrificed after all but substituted with a
ram. (See Genesis 22.)

• Or David praying to know how he could serve his king and country, then being guided to
take his trusty shepherd stones to dispatch a menacing enemy, Goliath, instead of a lion.
(See I Samuel 17.)

• Or the five daughters of Zelophehad praying about how they could lay claim to their
father’s property despite the normal protocols about daughters not receiving an
inheritance, which went to sons instead. (See Numbers 27.)

• Or the centuries-old yearning the Jews had for a Savior who would be born through a
virgin birth to a young girl from a tiny village in the backwater of the Roman Empire—
yet who would revolutionize the world with his healing ministry.

• Or the Pharisee who prayed to be obedient to God by trying to wipe out the followers of
a Jewish rabbi whom many thought to be the Messiah, only to be blinded and told to
not only follow Christ Jesus himself but to go to the Gentile world and do the same.

I suspect you can think of dozens of times you have yearned for an answer, gotten quiet, 
listened, and received it! Perhaps it comes in the form of a brand new idea. You know it’s the 
real thing, sent by divine intelligence, or divine Mind. How? Because you hadn’t considered it 
before it arrived from out of the blue! You stand in awe. You follow its leading and watch 
everything fall into place.  

That, my friends, cannot be artificial intelligence. That’s the real deal. Free. Here. Now. And 
your treasured Bible helps you access it.   


