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Subject: Social Science 

Term 4             Week: 2  

Lesson Number:  78B 

Date:  ___/___/21 

Topic:  Mapping Studies 

Subtopic: Map Skills – Key, Scale, Direction & Latitude/Longitude 

Learning Outcomes: 

1. Identify key, scale, compass points and title on maps 

2. Distinguish between each of them and explain their importance on maps 

3. Calculate distances using scales and locate places using compass points 

 

Introduction 

This lesson has your Lesson Notes on ‘Mapping Skills’. 

Instruction 

  

In your exercise Book copy the Header.  Make sure your handwriting is neat and 

legible. (I will be checking your Exercise Book when you return to school). 

Practice Exercise  

Copy the question into your Exercise Book and answer them.  

1. What is the difference between a small scale and large scale maps? 
 
Use the map on page 2 to answer question 2 to 3. 

 
2. What is the straight line distance in kilometres between Port Moresby and 

Vanimo? 
 

3. What is the direction from Lae to Alotau? 
 

4. What is the direction of Mendi from Kavieng? 
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Reading Resource: 
 
Using Map Scales 

 

 

A map scale shows how distance on a map relates to real life distance on the ground. 
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Directions 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Points of a compass  

 A compass is an instrument for finding directions, usually with a magnetised needle 

that automatically swings to the magnetic north.  

Direction refers to the general position of a place or person in relation to another. If 

you travel to a place where there are no easily recognised features, a map is of little 

use. Imagine you are walking through two villages separated by a thick jungle. 

 

More accurate than eight-point compass is the sixteen point compass. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A compass is an instrument for finding directions, usually with a magnetised needle that 

automatically swings to the magnetic north. 
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