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Five 14 Church started with the goal of doing two things 

really well; creating a dynamic worship experience for all 

ages using modern technology and relevant language 

and providing intentional connection through small 

groups. Essentially, we want to be an experience for the 

whole family, and a family for everyone to experience. 

We believe that God wants us to create space for a 

larger family and we need your help!

OUR MISSION
To lead people into a growing 
relationship with Jesus Christ. 

OUR VISION
To create dynamic worship 
experiences for all ages using 
modern technology and relevant 
language while providing 
intentional connection through 
small groups.

MATTHEW 5:14 
“You are the light of the world. A city set 
on a hill cannot be hidden.”

GROWING OUR FAMILY

“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than 

all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at 

work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ 

Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! 

Amen.”

Ephesians 3:20-21 (NIV)
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Hey everyone, 

On behalf of my family and the Five14 Church staff, I would like to invite you all 

an amazing journey. I promise that if you make the decision to go with me you will 

experience God in a whole new way.

The heart of the WE CAN’T campaign is the ability and power of God. If we are 

going to live a life of faith in God then we will have to trust God’s strength more 

than our own. God did not intend for us to walk through life on our own power 

but to fully depend on Him. When we recognize there is so much WE CAN’T 

do but nothing HE CAN’T do, our prayer lives and daily lives are dramatically 

changed for the better.  

Five14 Church exists to lead people into a growing relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Throughout human history God has used places to reach people. We believe that 

God is calling us to build our permanent home so it too can be a place God uses 

to change peoples lives. The building is just a tool but it will take every one of us 

fully depending on what God can do through us to see it become a reality. 

Building our home will take tremendous faith in a God who specializes in doing 

things that seem impossible. With God ALL THINGS are possible. Join with my 

family and the entire Five14 team as we trust God to bring our dream of seeing 

countless families and people from all over meet Jesus Christ. 

Trusting God for the impossible,

Joel Kovacs

Throughout this journey together, you will see this phrase over and over again. 
We want it to be clear that we realize we can’t do anything without God stepping 
in to do something big, something amazing and something that we could never 
achieve on our own. In our not so distant past, the thought of scaling the largest 
mountain, human flight or putting a man on the moon seemed insurmountable 
until they happened. These were man-sized impossible tasks that were made 
possible when a few men had the faith to push beyond the status quo.

There are also true stories of God-sized impossible tasks that were made possible 
when men and women had the faith to push beyond themselves and put their 
trust in the God that created the Heavens and Earth. Scripture is full of accounts 
of God-sized miracles that no one ever thought possible. God has been and 
continues to be in the business of doing the impossible so that people can get a 
better glimpse of Him.

Right now, before you read another page, take 
some time and ask God to help you trust Him 
for the impossible. 

“We realize we 
can’t do anything 

without God”

we can’t.
“EVERYTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE UNTIL IT HAPPENS.”
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WE CAN’T
is a one-fund initiative, meaning that all of our regular giving and 
all of our special giving are going to be combined into one unified 
fund. We currently operate on a million dollar annual budget.  We’re 
trusting God to expand our generosity to reach a goal of 9 million 
over two years. That’s an increase of 7 million during that same time.

OUR TWO YEAR GOAL

$1.8 MILLION 
FIVE14  TODAY (Operating budget for 2 years)

$200,000 
FIVE14 SERVES (10% to our partners over 2 years)

$7 MILLION 
FIVE14 TOMORROW (Building Cost)

$9 MILLION 
DECEMBER 2015 - DECEMBER 2017

+

+

=

GIVING SHUTTLE 
For us to reach our financial 
goal for WE CAN’T, we 
will have to have people of 
various levels of affluence 
and generosity commit to 
giving. This chart is a simplified 
breakdown of what we will 
need in terms of commitments 
from various individuals to 
reach our goal.
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FIVE14 TODAY

Dynamic worship  
experience.
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FIVE14 TODAY

Using modern  
technology and  
relevant language.
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FIVE14 TODAY

For all ages. Intentional connection 
through small groups.
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FIVE14 SERVES 



1918

FIVE14 TOMORROW  
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A LOOK BACK
Great vision is always the solution to a problem. Five14 Church started 

because Joel had a burden to reach people with the love of Christ in a 

unique way. Below are just a few of the significant moments that have 

happened in the life of Five14 Church.

2005
Joel visited North Point in 

Alpharetta, GA and thought that 
this was the kind of church that he 
wanted to be a part of for the rest 

of his life, a church that unchurched 
people love to attend. 

2007
Joel realized that he was 

supposed to start a church in 
New Albany, Ohio. 

MARCH 21, 2010
400 people came to the opening 
service of New Albany Church, 
which is now Five14 Church.

THE BEGINNING
When Joel was 12, he was given a 

burden to reach families with  
the Gospel. 

2011
The church turned 1 and 

we had 1000 people come 
to celebrate with us.

LATE 2012
We grew big enough to start second 

service and we remodeled our current 
office space at 97 E Main St. 

JAN 2013
Changed the name from 

New Albany Church to Five14 
Church with the goal of 

including all surrounding areas 
and to be a light to the world.

2014
The church started tithing 
10% of our annual giving 
to 4 different ministries. 

2015
Over 1600 people attended our 
Easter service and we released 
our first Five14 SOUND album.
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THE GIVING JOURNEY
Giving is a journey is that everyone is on. Whether 

you don’t give at all, give a little or give a lot, it is 

a process of trusting God. Every WE CAN’T giving 

story will be unique. No matter how much you give, 

our prayer is that God will meet you on this journey 

so you can see your faith grow in new ways.

GIVING SCENARIOS
Though the stories below are hypothetical, the 

situations are likely familiar. Let this serve as a 

snapshot of what each giving commitment may look 

like and how every person, no matter the starting 

point, can take their next step to help our church do 

something WE CAN’T do without God.

NEW GIVER
Going from nothing to something is a huge 
step, but it is transformational. God will start 
moving and you’ll be excited in ways you’ve 
never been before as you watch God work 
in your life and the lives of others. And you’ll 
grow spiritually as a result.

EXAMPLE: Michael is a new believer. He has been 
growing in several spiritual disciplines, including 
giving. It is a huge step of faith, but Michael 
plans on committing 5% of his $50,000 annual 
income – $2,500 – each year for the duration of 
WE CAN’T, plus he has decided to sell a collection 
of his DVDs on eBay for $150. In total his gift is 
$5,150. 
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extravagant GIVER
This is for those already generously giving 
beyond the tithe. You’ve experienced the 
fulfillment of God’s promises and provisions. 
You’re ready to take your next step into 
obedient generosity. But it is still a challenge 
and will require faith.

EXAMPLE: Judith loves to give of her time, talents 
and resources. She has given 15% of her $90,000 
annual income ($13,500) to the church in recent 
years, but is inspired to increase the annual 
amount to $15,000. A company she invested in 
years ago is no longer of interest to her, so she is 
selling her shares and giving the proceeds to the 
church, yielding an incredible gift of $40,000 to 
WE CAN’T. 

tithing GIVER
You’ve developed the discipline of tithing and 
have seen God’s provision again and again. 
You are ready for a next step in this area, you 
want to give, beyond duty to generosity.

EXAMPLE: Carlos developed the discipline of giving years 
ago and has seen God’s provision again and again. He 
is blessed to be at a church that shares his passion for 
outreach and helping those in need. Carlos’ annual 
salary is $70,000 and he is committing to increase his 
annual giving from the tithe to 11%. This will bring his 
annual gift of $7,000 to $7,700 for a two year total of 
$15,400. He has also decided to add a gift from his stock 
portfolio of $5,000 totaling a gift of $20,400 to WE CAN’T 
over the next two years.

regular GIVER
You give but haven’t begun to tithe. You’re 
now ready to take that next step. This may 
require some lifestyle changes, but obedience 
is always worth it.

EXAMPLE: Paul and Rebecca have given consistently 
to the church at a steady rate of 6%. With a combined 
income of $120,000, they contribute $7,200 each year. 
WE CAN’T however, has prompted them to increase that 
to 10%. They believe it is what God is calling them to do. 
Paul and Rebecca are now planning to give $24,000 to 
WE CAN’T over the next two years as their tithe. They 
have also decided to give a portion of their savings 
totaling $2,500. Their total gift to WE CAN’T is $26,500. 

occasional GIVER
You are not opposed to giving to church, but 
your giving is irregular and not intentional. 
Why not prayerfully choose a percentage and 
start giving intentionally to God and see what 
He does.

 

EXAMPLE:  Jennifer is not opposed to giving to 
the church. She just isn’t consistent in doing 
so. Looking over her recent giving she feels 
led to cut back on some spending and be 
intentional about giving consistently. Her plan 
is to increase her usual annual giving of $500 
by $1,250, bringing her to 5% of her $35,000 
annual income – $1,750 per year. She has also 
decided to donate the money she was saving for 
a weekend trip of $500. Her total gift is $4,000 
to WE CAN’T.
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FAQS
WHAT EXACTLY ARE YOU ASKING ME TO DO?
As you have probably heard several times, we are first inviting you to seek God’s leading 

on what it would look like for you to recognize that WE CAN’T but God can in every 

aspect of your life. This is not something we can instruct, but rather, something we 

encourage you to pray over and then act on.

Everyone’s next step will look much different. This is why it is so important to seek God’s 

counsel as you prepare your gift. “The Giving Journey” (pages 22-25) lays out a common 

path for those who are financially invested in the church. We hope that through prayer 

and seeking, you will discover where you are on that journey.

If you are married, pray together and individually as you discuss what WE CAN’T will 

mean for your family.

CAN I GIVE “NON-CASH” GIFTS TOWARD THE “WE CAN’T” INITIATIVE?
Yes. There are often major tax savings when gifting investments such as stocks, real 

estate, businesses, etc. The Five14 website expands on this and presents other ways to 

give, such as stocks, cars and cell phones.

It is possible that the best way to maximize your WE CAN’T commitment is to give a 

significant non-cash gift. Contact us before you liquidate to maximize the gift and realize 

the tax savings. We would be happy to assist you during this process—please contact our 

Business Office at wecant@five14church.com to make this kind of gift your next step.

HOW LONG IS MY COMMITMENT?
We are asking that each person make a two-year commitment beginning December 2015 

and ending December 2017.

WHAT IF I HAVE NEVER GIVEN TO FIVE14 CHURCH BEFORE?
If you have never given financially to Five14 Church then this can be a fantastic first step 

for you. WE CAN’T is a single-fund generosity initiative. This differs from traditional giving 

campaigns in that, you are not being called to give an extra gift above and beyond your 

normal giving—which would be two steps for a new giver. Instead, you are contributing to 

one fund during the two-year initiative and will be part of an amazing adventure with the 

rest of the Five14 family.

Look back at “The Giving Journey” (pages 22-25) to get an idea of what your first step 

might look like.

WHAT IF I AM NEW AROUND HERE?
We are so glad you are here, welcome! You may be wondering, “What is this all about?” 

The answer is: People just like you. Five14 is a unique church answering a big calling 

from a great God. We have thrived on every opportunity to serve the world through 

various events and missions and now we see that we have an even greater mission to 

invest in: our own church.

Refer back to “Five14 Milestones” (Pages 20-21) and consider whether you would like 

to make Five14 your home and be part of the next two years of seeing what God can do 

when we all realize that WE CAN’T do this big task on our own.

WHAT IF I AM STRUGGLING IN DEBT RIGHT NOW? 
AM I STILL SUPPOSED TO GIVE?
If you are in a position where you are currently making payments toward a debt, we 

wholeheartedly commend you for that and you should continue to do so.

We also honor God’s call to seek Him first, and believe that the rest will be given to us 

(Matthew 6:33). By giving back to God anything we have, He promises to be involved in 

every aspect of our lives—including our finances. Please contact us if you need assistance 

with this or would like to speak with a budgeting counselor. It would be our joy to help 

you.

CAN I GIVE ONLINE?
Yes! We encourage online giving and make it very easy for you to do so. Simply go to 

Five14Church.com and click on “Give.”

WHAT’S A “ONE-FUND” CAMPAIGN?
You may have been part of church campaigns in the past during which you were asked 

to give a second gift ‘above and beyond’ your usual gifts to make special initiatives. Like 

new buildings and new ministries possible. Normally, you gave that gift to the ‘Building 

Fund’ and you also continued to give offering to the ‘General Fund.’ This type of giving is 

potentially confusing to people who either don’t have a baseline for their “usual giving” 

or who aren’t able to really celebrate the total giving they are engaging in at Five14 in 

one single number. We believe that it’s is all ONE MISSION that we’re on - the mission to 

help people take next steps with God. So we have decided that for WE CAN’T all of our 

giving will go to one fund. 

The We Can’t initiative will last for two years. In those two years, every gift that is given to 

Five14 Church will go to WE CAN’T. This is to help our church realize that in every area of 

life that WE CAN’T do impossible things without the help of our unstoppable God. 

We’ve included several sample commitment cards (pages 23-25) so that you can see 

how a “one-fund” gift looks. Please take the time to look through these cards and pray 

about your gift. The biggest thing is to make sure that the total dollar amount you are 

committing to give over the next 2 years is written clearly in the last box.
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THE  
EMPTY 
CHAIR
This is an empty chair. It’s also an 
opportunity. Each chair means one 
more person who can be a part of this 
experience and have the community 
that God intended. Right now we have 
500 chairs. We are going to double the 
number of chairs because we want more 
opportunities for people to have their 
life changed by starting or growing in 
their relationship with Christ.

Who do you know that needs to be sitting 
in this chair? Take some time right now to 
pray for someone that could be sitting in 
one of our new seats. 



3130

WEEK 1:  
BIG STEPS

“WHAT YOU’RE GIVING FROM IS MORE IMPORTANT  
THAN WHAT YOU’RE GIVING TO.”

SERMONS & DEVOTIONALS

WEEK 4:  
IT SHOULD HURT A LITTLE

“SACRIFICIAL GIVING IS THE GOAL.”

WEEK 2:  
DETOUR ENDS IN 1 MILE

“IT’S ALL ABOUT LIFE CHANGE.”

WEEK 1:  
BIG STEPS

“WHAT YOU’RE GIVING FROM IS MORE IMPORTANT  
THAN WHAT YOU’RE GIVING TO.”
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WEEK 3:  
SAND THE FLOOR

“IT’S ALL ABOUT OBEDIENCE.”

WEEK 5:  
COMMITMENT
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Isn’t it fun to be a part of something  

bigger than yourself?

Don’t you love going on adventures and exploring new places? It’s 
one thing to go somewhere or do something that is big and new, but 
I promise the greatest adventure you will ever go on is one of GREAT 
FAITH in Jesus.  Our Five14 Church family is going on a journey of faith, 
and as a result of our faith and God’s crazy love and incomprehensible 
ability, we will build our new church home.  The building is going to be 
great!  Not only will it be in an ideal location and done with the highest 
standards of excellence, but it will be the starting point for so many 
people who don’t know God.  This week I challenged you to take a step 
of faith that is so big it would be crazy and impossible to do without 
faith in Jesus.  When Peter walked on water, it was 100% possible 
because He did it with Jesus.  

There is no way to take God sized steps of faith without God! We 
are calling this series WE CAN’T because we need to constantly be 
reminded that without God we cannot take God sized steps or see God 
sized results.  Big steps are the result of an adventurous spirit and a 
heart willing to take a leap of faith.  Our goal is to build our new Church 
home and the way we get there is to understand that “what we are 
giving from is more important than what we are giving to!”  

TAKE A STEP OUT OF THE BOAT: What does it mean to put your 
FAITH in God?  Sum this up in one sentence and write it down. 

MONDAY

Peter went on an amazing journey because he 

stepped out of the boat.

He believed that it was Jesus walking on the water.  Think about it: 
Jesus walked on water and invited Peter to join Him.  Do you think that 
Jesus might be inviting you on an incredible journey as well?  Have you 
ever done something that was impossible to do without God?  

For Peter, walking on water was the one thing he knew could not be 
done without supernatural power.  Peter grew up on boats and fished 
his entire life.  No doubt he had been in the water numerous times and 
had gained a respect of the seas.  One could argue that, in his many 
years as a fisherman, he probably witnessed some co-workers, friends, 
or even family die in the water.  If there was one person that knew 
walking on water was impossible it was Peter.  But all that changed 
when he saw Jesus walking on the water.  Peter thought to himself, “If 
it’s Jesus, then I can walk with him.  If it’s not, I can’t.”  

TAKE A STEP OUT OF THE BOAT: What is something that you think 
God is asking you to do that seems extremely difficult to do unless He 
intervenes in a big way? Write down 1-2 things you can do to move 
toward what He’s asking of you.   

WEDNESDAY
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Why do you think that Jesus  

walked on the water?

Was it just to prove to the disciples that He had super powers? Jesus 
didn’t just walk on water for those disciples, He walked on water for 
the disciples of today too.  We all know how crazy it would be to walk 
on water, and it’s a great picture of the kind of journey He’s inviting you 
on.  I remember when I was in college, and I learned to wake board.  It 
took me two solid weeks of being on the water everyday for several 
hours.  As you can imagine, I am pretty stubborn and competitive, so 
I had to figure it out.  All of my friends could do it, and I couldn’t.  I 
struggled to get out of the water and once I started to make progress 
I would come out of the water just high enough to gain some speed 
and then lose my balance and smack face first in the water.  It was 
so painful that I wanted to quit almost everyday, but I knew that if I 
kept at it, I would eventually get out of the water and master riding 
the waves.  After weeks of trying, it finally happened. I learned so 
much through that experience but nothing more important than the 
satisfaction of knowing I persevered through something difficult to 
achieve something great.  

We are called to follow Jesus on an amazing faith journey that will have 
its struggles, but the difference is we are not alone.  We have Jesus with 
us on the water holding us up and leading the way!   

TAKE A STEP OUT OF THE BOAT: What is the greatest step of faith 
you have ever taken? Describe how you felt after doing this. 

FRIDAY WEEK 2:  
DETOUR ENDS IN 1 MILE

“IT’S ALL ABOUT LIFE CHANGE.”
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WEDNESDAY

We talked the other day about being exasperated when driving through 
detours, but there’s nothing like when a detour ends!  It’s freedom, it’s 
faster, it’s smoother, it’s the way it should be.  The way you expected 
the trip to be when you first pulled out of the driveway. My attitude 
changes when the detour is over and I am excited about the journey 
again.  

Imagine for a minute your life being lived out on a detour and not the 
road best for your journey? What if your everyday life is not the best it 
could be and there’s a chance for you to get back on the highway and 
experience life in a whole new and better way?  The truth is, every one 
of us starts out living life on a detour; which means we all start out not 
living life the way God intended. He has a better way for us to travel. 

Five14 Church exists to help people find the road they were 
designed to travel on.  We are here to help people exit the detour 
and experience this journey the way God intended. Simply put, we 
are all about LIFE CHANGE!  We love to help people find Jesus 
and start doing life differently.  When we follow Christ our life 
changes.  Everything from our relationships, our work ethic and how we 
handle our finances changes from the detoured way of doing things to 
the way that God intended.  It’s just a better way of living life.  

TAKE A STEP OUT OF THE BOAT: Think of one person who doesn’t 
know God and is clearly on a detour and pray for them to find their way 
back to God. 

Have you ever gone on a road trip?  You know, when you take a week 
off work, make plans to go somewhere relaxing, pack up the car and hit 
the road?  Road trips can be amazing!  There’s nothing like the freedom 
of driving down a highway across several states, through mountains and 
into unknown territories on a journey.  When we start out on road trips 
it’s usually with great anticipation and excitement.  The thing about 
road trips is…they’re not just great because of where you’re going to 
end up but the process of getting there is super fun. Not everyone likes 
to be in a car with other people for long periods of time, but I love it.  I 
love the time spent together, the conversations, music playing on the 
car radio and the sights; all of it.  I love stopping for food, hotels and 
exploring new places along the way.  Roads trip rock!  

But nothing can ruin a road trip like a DETOUR.  Have you ever been 
well on your way, with a good plan only to be stopped by traffic and 
rerouted through roads that make the trip longer?  Detours are the 
worst.  Detours make you change your plans and they have the ability 
to ruin a trip.  One time my family and I were detoured on a road trip 
and it added 4 hours to our travel plans! Instead of going 65 miles per 
hour down the highway we were in bumper to bumper traffic going 
35 miles per hour and every minute that passed made our enthusiastic 
attitudes dissipate to frustration and disappointment.  The whole time 
on the detour we were thinking and saying things like, “we would be 
there by now! I can’t believe we are only going 35 MPH!  This is taking 
forever!”  Driving on detours is so frustrating right?

TAKE A STEP OUT OF THE BOAT: Tonight at dinner ask your friends or 
family what their best and worst travel stories are.  

MONDAY



38 39

WEEK 3:  
SAND THE FLOOR

“IT’S ALL ABOUT OBEDIENCE.”
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There is nothing like hearing someone say they were lost, confused or 
constantly failing only to come to church and make a decision to follow 
Jesus. For the first time they begin to experience life the way God 
intended.  What if we could all be a part of helping people find their 
way faster?  I mean, think about the families that travel down the detour 
path for so long and then out of desperation turn to Jesus and things 
begin to change.  Its great that those families find their way eventually, 
but how cool would it be to help people from the very beginning.  

I recently had a conversation with someone who is working through 
trusting God to give 10% of his income and he said, “I wish I would 
have started this when I was younger because it would be easier I 
think.”  It’s so great for anyone of any age to make changes for God 
and we exist to help college students, young families and anyone 
and everyone who trust Jesus to stop living a detoured life and start 
experiencing life the way God intended!   

TAKE A STEP OUT OF THE BOAT: Tell your best friend, spouse or small 
group about the biggest life change you’ve experienced since you got 
off the detour path and back on the highway to follow God. 

FRIDAY
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In the same way Daniel’s obedience to God paid off in the end, our obedience to 

God is no different.  It’s ultimately better for us because we are rewarded for our 

obedience, and we learn to trust God more and more.  The difference is that we 

are told it’s better for us and better for others and our obedience is supposed to be 

out of a heart of love.  Daniel didn’t know his obedience was going to pay off until 

it was proven to him, and he didn’t know he was in training for a while.  God tells us 

to obey him and that obedient children will be taken care of and blessed for their 

submission.  Jesus said, “if you love me obey my commands.” (John 14:15) So the 

question is DO YOU LOVE JESUS?  That’s a really important question.  Are you full 

of love for Jesus?  Do you have a strong affection towards Him?  Is your heart full 

and when you sit and think or pray do you, at times, well up with feelings of joy or 

emotion because you love Him?

I recently officiated the wedding of my brother Ben to his new bride Brittany, and it 

was a wonderful day.  What made it wonderful was LOVE.  Ben and Brittany love one 

another.  You could tell by the look on Brittany’s face and tears streaming down her 

cheeks that her heart was full of love. Whether you’re married, divorced or single, 

we can all take a moment to reflect on a time or moment when we made a serious 

commitment to someone or something. Remembering the emotion, passion and 

commitment we felt on that day can refuel us to persevere and keep going.  There are 

times when the emotion is gone and our relationship with God is strained, but at the 

end of the day, do you LOVE HIM?  If your answer to this question isn’t a resounding, 

unbridled YES, then one of two things is happening: 1- You don’t really KNOW Jesus 

and how much He loves you or 2- You have forgotten How much Jesus loves you.  

TAKE A STEP OUT OF THE BOAT: To be reminded of how much Jesus loves you, 

pray this prayer, “Jesus show me how much you love me.”  Now, go read Matthew 

26:17-28. If the person you love the most took a bullet for you, how much more would 

you be motivated to do anything they asked of you? How much deeper would your 

love for them be? You need to be reminded of how much Jesus loves you.  He died 

for you!  He is asking you to love Him back.  Are you willing to do what he asks?

WEDNESDAY

Sometimes obedience doesn’t  

make sense to us.

There’s a new Karate Kid movie, and it’s okay.  I know this ages me, 
but I like the original movie better.  In it, Daniel Son meets an old and 
wise karate instructor who saves him from being beat up by a bunch of 
bullies and agrees to teach him karate.  Daniel is weak and afraid, and 
without Mr. Miagi’s help, he doesn’t stand a chance against the bullies, 
who are expert fighters.  Daniel agrees to the training, and the first day 
he shows up to Mr. Miagi’s house, he is instructed to wash and wax 
cars.  After that, he is told he needs to paint a fence and then sand the 
floor.  After enduring a few days of this, Daniel feels like he has been 
manipulated into becoming a slave laborer and starts to walk away from 
the training feeling frustrated. In that moment, 

Mr. Miagi teaches him that all the motions he repeated time and 
time again to wax cars, paint fences, and sand floors are helpful for 
karate.  Daniel is blown away by what he was capable of.  He had no 
idea that by doing what Mr. Miagi told him to, he was not just helping 
Mr. Miagi, but helping himself.  

TAKE A STEP OUT OF THE BOAT: Write down something you are 
doing or have done in the past that you can’t or didn’t initially see the 
purpose behind.  Do you see the purpose now?  What is it? Was it 
worth it, and why?

MONDAY
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WEEK 4:  
IT SHOULD HURT A LITTLE

“SACRIFICIAL GIVING IS THE GOAL.”
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Jesus said “if you love me, obey my commands”

Jesus said “if you love me, obey my commands” and one of His 
commands is to GIVE.  The Bible teaches us that we are to give 10% 
of our earnings to God through the local church (Malachi 3:10).  Would 
you be willing to obey Jesus out of a heart of LOVE?   Jesus not only 
commands us to give; He also promises that He will take care of us 
and all our needs (Matthew 6: 25-34).  In Malachi 3:10, He promises us 
blessing! Jesus said, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will 
be also.” (Matthew 6:21)

TAKE A STEP OUT OF THE BOAT: What is one thing you feel God is 
asking of you this year? Write down a few steps you can take to move 
towards giving Him what He’s asking of you.  

FRIDAYWEDNESDAY
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It says in Hebrews 12:2 “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the 
cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne 
of God.” Jesus sacrificed His body because He knew that after the 
sacrifice there would be a payoff.  He was motivated by love to give 
a huge sacrifice so He could wipe away our sin and have an eternal 
relationship with us!  That’s incredible.  God’s ultimate purpose for every 
single one of His children is to become like Jesus! It says in Romans 
8:29, “For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed 
to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many 
brothers.”  

Jesus is God’s perfect son, and He wants us to become like 
Jesus!  There are many attributes of Jesus that we need to transform 
into but one of the biggest ways is to become sacrificial the way Jesus 
is.  The cool part is the more we know about Jesus, and the more we 
understand how much He loves us, the easier it is to emulate Him.  Do 
you think that giving sacrificially might be one way God is trying to get 
us to conform to the image of His son?

TAKE A STEP OUT OF THE BOAT: Write down a few sentences 
expressing how thankful you are for God’s ultimate sacrifice…His Son. 

MONDAY WEDNESDAY

Today I was at the gym, and our instructor told us to do a stretch.  
While we were getting into position to go through the stretch, she 
said, “it should hurt a little, but it’s worth it cause today’s workout is 
tough.”  She was right; we did the stretch, and it hurt!  Of course, after 
a minute it got better and I was prepared to workout.  There are not 
many things I have done in life that are worth doing which don’t hurt 
or challenge me in some way.  It’s a cliché, but it’s true: “No pain, no 
gain.”  

Could it be that God’s plan for us is to give ourselves to His service with 
the goal of giving sacrificially? One piece of sacrificial giving is that it 
hurts a little.  Sacrificial giving means you might lose something that 
is valuable in order to do it.  Ultimately we make sacrifices when we 
believe there is a pay off!  I go to the gym because I know after going 
through pain I’ll be in better shape and feel better!  It’s very difficult to 
give away what matters most to us.  Is it worth giving our money to God 
even if it hurts a little? 

TAKE A STEP OUT OF THE BOAT: Make a list on your phone or on a 
piece of paper, of the things you have made a sacrifice for that have 
paid off or have been worth it.
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The Bible tells us to give 10% of our income to the local church.  
Simultaneously, it tells us that Jesus gave His whole life for us!  So how 
much should we ultimately give? I believe that we are all on a never-
ending journey of generosity.  

For some of us, giving God 10% of our income is a huge step of faith 
and extremely generous.  For others, 10% is just the beginning, and 
God may be calling you to give more!  Ultimately, I believe giving 10% 
to God is the floor not the ceiling.  Jesus had no cap on what He was 
willing to sacrifice, and I don’t think we should have one either. 

TAKE A STEP OUT OF THE BOAT: Would you be willing to trust God 
financially like you never have before? What does this look like for you? 

FRIDAY WEEK 5:  
COMMITMENT
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THANK YOU
From my family to yours, I want to thank 

you for joining us on this journey. My hope 

is that you grow in your faith, see God 

move in unexpected ways and trust him 

for impossible things as we build our new 

home. God uses places to reach people. 

Our  new home will be an experience for 

the whole family and a family for everyone 

to experience.

Love,
Joel, Katie, Kellen, Jett & Redding




