
Sermon 45: 2 Samuel 13: Amnon and Tamar: Part Two
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INTRODUCTION

‘The sword shall not depart from your house.’  We are in the middle of looking at the 
shadow of the sword of God’s judgement on David’s sin and how it is affecting his family.  
Last time we looked at the terrible action of Amnon raping his sister.  This chapter has no 
redeeming aspects to it, it leaves you feeling dirty at the end of it, and this is all deliberate.  
When the snowball of sin begins to roll down the hill this is the damage that it causes.  The 
horror of sin as God’s justice allows sinners to have the sins they want is the penetrating 
lesson.  We have looked at Amnon who reminded us of the lust that our generation si 
handing itself over to, we continue now looking at Jonadab’s council, Absalom’s hatred and 
David’s permissiveness.  

Jonadab’s counsel

The next character we need to look at is Jonadab.  David was the youngest son of Jesse and
Jonadab we are told was a son of one of David’s brothers.  This meant that Jonadab was an
older cousin to Amnon.  Two things stand out about Jonadab.  V3, ‘But Amnon had a friend,
whose name was Jonadab, the son of Shimeah, David's brother. And Jonadab was a very 
crafty man.’  A man who has wisdom but without godliness, sounds like the serpent in the 
garden.  Jonadab perceives wisely that Amnon is not himself, and asks what is wrong.  Upon
hearing that Amnon has lustful intent towards his sister, instead of using his wisdom and 
counsel to move Amnon in the right direction he enables him to lie and manipulate in order 
to get what he wants.  Here is a godless man who has been given a gift of wisdom and who
is using it for sin.  He is counselling his cousin how to how to have his way with his other 
cousin.  There is no loyalty to God or even to his family.  For all of his cunning he is a fool.  
Biblically speaking a person of low IQ can be wise.  Biblical wisdom is not how clever one is, 
whether they have university degrees and letters behind their names, whether they have 
photographic memories, but whether they are godly.  I remember one of my bible college 
lecturers who finished cum laude, who had read every sermon written by Spurgeon, that is 
63 large volumes full of dense print.  However, recently he debated James White defending 
homosexual marriage.  For all his cleverness he is not wise.  As Christians we need to 
remember that the worth of a person’s thinking is evaluated not by the accolades of the 
modern education establishments but by whether it conforms to the truth of God.  The 
world is run and influenced by people who have a level of craftiness but who are not wise.  
The judges who make laws that are ungodly, the new Atheists who trash talk God and 
Christianity who have an intellectual respectability about them, these and many more are 
not to be blindly followed but tested by the word.  The beauty of Christianity is that you do 
not have to be as clever as the person you are critiquing to see if they are worth listening 
to, you merely need to see if they are godly in their thinking.

When our young people go off to university to learn about the various things they need for 
their future careers they are going to be exposed to many Jonadabs.  They will encounter 
people with great intellectual gifts who are exploiting those gifts in service of lies and false 
worldviews.  There are unbelievers who are cleverer than we are who have gone a long way



down a wrong road building very high on a wrong foundation.  In order to test a man’s 
thinking we don’t test it by how impressed we are with how high they have built with how 
many big concepts that seem consistent within their own systems.  We test the foundation 
to see whether a thing is true.  

The second thing we need to see is the influence of bad counsel.  If we look we will find 
opinions to confirm us in our sinful desires.  Let us say that you really want to date an 
unbeliever.  So you go to your parents, and they tell you it is wrong, and they quote the 
verse about not being unequally yolked, and tell you a story about someone who 
experienced a lot of pain and regret who did it.  But that advice does not suit you so you go 
googling the issue.  Guess what?  You will come across counsel that agrees with your 
sinfulness.  You will come across all sorts of ways to weasel your way into your sinful 
desires.  We live in a world that is ready to pour its bad counsel from every angle upon us.

This story of a serpent who gave advice to Eve advising Amnon forces us to ask whether we
have Jonadabs in our life.  Are there voices who are advising you to satisfy your sinful 
desires in sinful ways?  Here is a man burning with incestuous lust.  Jonadab did not help 
this future king to get a grip on his lust in order to be a mature and self-controlled man who
would be a responsible king who would avoid the sins of his father David.  Instead we see 
counsel that stokes his sexual desires and only gives affirmation, enablement and a plan.  
Jonadab’s advice is like someone telling you how to hack the parental controls on your 
digital devices to get at sinful things you want to do on the internet.  Who are the Jonadabs 
in your life?

Psalm 1:1-3, ‘Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in 
the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the LORD, 
and on his law he meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted by streams of water 
that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he 
prospers.’  This is how we resist the temptations of bad counsel.  Amnon’s problem and ours
is that he did not meditate on the word, he did not take his thoughts captive to the word.

Absalom’s hatred

V20-22, ‘And her brother Absalom said to her, "Has Amnon your brother been with you? 
Now hold your peace, my sister. He is your brother; do not take this to heart." So Tamar 
lived, a desolate woman, in her brother Absalom's house.  When King David heard of all 
these things, he was very angry.  But Absalom spoke to Amnon neither good nor bad, for 
Absalom hated Amnon, because he had violated his sister Tamar.’  The central aspect of 
Absalom’s behaviour we need to pay attention to is his hatred.  The first thing we encounter
is the surprising restraint of Absalom.  The NT reminds us that vengeance belongs to God 
and that we can defer to God because we are confident that the perfect Judge will give 
every sin exactly what it deserves.  Rom. 12:19, ‘Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but 
leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, "Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the 
Lord.’  The Christian then is able to be patient, to not strike back, all desire for justice is 
satisfied in the knowledge that God will judge.  The Christian recognises that taking 
vengeance is to usurp a function of God’s throne and so restrains themselves.  Absalom is 
showing a restraint of a different kind.  

Proverbs 26:23-26 speaks about hatred, ‘Like the glaze covering an earthen vessel are 
fervent lips with an evil heart.  Whoever hates disguises himself with his lips and harbors 
deceit in his heart; when he speaks graciously, believe him not, for there are seven 



abominations in his heart; though his hatred be covered with deception, his wickedness will 
be exposed in the assembly.

The point of these proverbs is the fact that hatred will inevitably make itself felt in some 
way.  The lies, the smiles, the politeness is nothing more than thin veneer that will inevitably
burst and what is in the heart will come out.  Absalom’s hatred contented and fed itself with
thoughts of murder for two years before it acted.  And just as Amnon’s lust was willing to 
disrespect and manipulate his father and sister, Absalom’s hatred like all other sin runs 
rough shod over our loved ones and too manipulates David.  Amnon tricked David, Absalom 
tricks David.  David gives permission for Tamar to attend Amnon, David gives permission for
Amnon to attend Absalom’s feast.  Tamar gets raped, Amnon gets murdered.  

Today if a man carefully planned a murder like this the newspapers would be full of his bad 
upbringing, the economic forces shaping his life, the failures of the government that he was 
reacting to, casting it in the mould of a psychological problem but Jesus calls hatred what it 
is murder in the heart—sin.  Matt. 5:21-22, ‘"You have heard that it was said to those of old,
'You shall not murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.'  But I say to you 
that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his 
brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, 'You fool!' will be liable to the hell of 
fire.’  Hatred is the seed of murder and here we see how long it takes for a seed to become 
a tree and bear fruit, in Absalom’s case 2 years.  It is quite frightening to think that a 
brother can come to the place where he is willing to murder his brother.  We see the power 
of sin to take us.  It begins small, but if left unchallenged it grows.  In Amnon’s case it was 
lust, in Absalom’s case it was hatred, and these socially acceptable sins, these so called safe
sins that don’t hurt anyone broke the bounds and overtook the man.  Christian!  Do not play
with little sins, do not accommodate them, do not excuse them, do not ignore them or think
that you have them under control.  Kill sin! 

How do we overcome the sin of hatred?  How would you overcome this temptation if your 
sister had been raped and cast off?  I hope that you said, ‘by applying the gospel.’  By 
dealing with others on the basis of grace!  We know that we were breakers of God’s law and
were legitimately condemned, yet God did not treat with us according to justice but 
according to His mercy.  When David sinned against Bathsheba and Uriah, this is how David 
asked God to deal with his sins, Ps. 51.  God overlooked our sins, but He did not overlook 
justice.  Jesus Christ took the payment for our sins.  Likewise this is the only way we can 
process the injustices we or our loved ones have received.  We deal with them on the basis 
of grace knowing that their crimes will be punished one way or another.  They will either 
have to pay for their crimes themselves, or God will credit them to Christ and He will have 
paid for them if they come to believe.  Now as you look at the criminal you should see them 
as in the same position as yourself.  You would not wish yourself to hell but are grateful for 
the gospel even though you agree with God against yourself that you deserve judgement.  
So now you are more able to want this for the crime against yourself.  You do not delight in 
and secretly desire the judgement of the crime to fall upon their own head because you 
know that God loves and does good the evil and the just, and we are called to imitate Him.  
Any excuse to act in such a way is sucked away from us when the One who has the greater 
cause to judge deals with His enemies on the basis of grace.  

David’s permissiveness

Finally we come to indulgent and permissive David.  David reminds us of the priest-judge Eli
who had sinful sons but did not do anything to them.  Amnon’s crime was not punished as it
ought to have been, David was merely angry.  A failure to act as king, even though it was 



against a prince allowed another prince to literally get away with murder.  Our response to 
David’s failures as a parent is not to ramp up our punishments in an attempt to stamp sin 
out of our children’s hearts.  That can never be accomplished by us.  No, but we are 
reminded to be consistent, and to punish even when we ourselves as parents are guilty of 
sin.  In many ways this equips us to discipline our children better.  We do not approach 
disciplining our children as those who are perfect, if you give the impression that your 
children are sinners and you are not, watch out, when they see your sins, the basis for your 
authority is gone.  No, discipline is a preaching of the gospel.  As God’s representatives who 
teach God’s law to our children, discipline is applied as a reminder of the punishments that 
attend the breaking of God’s law.  As the Spirit hurts our consciences so discipline hurts our 
children.  And just as the conviction of the Spirit is a means of inducing repentance and an 
awareness of the grace God offers in the gospel in a bid to restore the sinner, so discipline is
not out for vengeance, and to heap pain and humiliation upon a child but is a remedy given 
to make aware of sin and remind of the need of the forgiveness that comes in Christ alone.  
I am not sure how David should have spoken to Amnon or Absalom, but I know it would 
have to be with deep humility as a co-criminal not as a high and mighty judge.  This is how 
we are to discipline our children.

Now we see from this chapter that all the blame cannot be placed at the parent’s feet.  
These sons did not sin as a direct result of David’s sin.  Each one of them had a conscience, 
each one of them knew the law.  Both would have had to harden their hearts to the truth, 
and only then would they have received the earned punishment of God handing them over 
to themselves.  David’s example and parenting is an aggravating factor but the final 
responsibility for a child’s sin is upon themselves.  Every teenage rebellion is the choice of a 
teenager to harden their heart to the truth, and when the wheels come off it is because God
has handed them over to their own hearts.  God does this with both believers and 
unbelievers alike.  His holiness takes the same action in both instances to hand us over to 
ourselves.  In the case of His children it is chastening and does not destroy, but in the case 
of an unbeliever it is a judgement unto death.  

Sin affects other people and we see this in this chapter.  Each ones sin affected another.  
This is just a mini sample of the pain and suffering our sin is causing in the world.  We see 
here that God is active, sovereign and acting according to justice, perhaps this will give you 
a little bit more insight into what is happening when it comes to sin in the church and the 
world today.   

        
  
  


