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A fifteen piece rag-tag group of New York’s finest 
young musicians, Jesus On The Mainline has 
played to capacity crowds since their inception in 
late 2012. Led by GRAMMY-nominated 
musician Andrew Neesley, their 
music is reminiscent of The Black 
Keys, Mumford and Sons, The 
Black Crowes, with a dash of Joe 
Cocker and Janis Joplin for 
good measure. Listen for 
their epic soul cover of 
Nirvana’s “Lithium” and 
the striking original songs 
of Andrew Neesley and Tim 
Emmerick.
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Crave Online
Exclusive Premiere: Jesus on The Mainline Bring the Soul-Stomp on ‘War’
by Johnny Firecloud
March 26, 2014

Another exclusive premiere arrives on Crave 
today, this time from improvisational soul 
rockers Jesus On The Mainline. The New 
York collective are about to release their soul-
stomping new single “War,” and we’ve got the 
jump for your listening pleasure.

The band’s signature blend of funk and blue-
grass calls to mind the likes of The Black 
Crowes and Joe Cocker, through a fifteen-
piece ragtag filter of New York’s finest young 
musicians. The group is led by Grammy-nomi-
nated musician Andrew Neesley, and first made 
waves with their soul-blast cover of Nirvana’s 
“Lithium”. Now check out “War” below, fea-
turing a rising sound that swells like a wave as 
it blends the spirit of Aretha Franklin into a 
soulful dance-romp through territories inhab-
ited by Fitz and The Tantrums, Portugal The 
Man and beyond. Turn it up and have a listen, 
exclusively on Crave. you should too.

“...a rising sound that 
swells like a wave as
it blends the spirit of 
Aretha Franklin into
a soulful dance-romp 
through territories in-
habited by Fitz and 
The Tantrums, Portu-
gal The Man and be-
yond. Turn it up and 
have a listen...”
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Glasswerk Magazine
Jesus On The Mainline
by Jamie Otsa
July 18, 2014

You might not have heard of them yet, but if 
there’s any justice then Jesus On The Mainline 
will doing the international rounds before too 
long - based on the evidence on their debut 
EP, this 15 piece collective have got their foot 
firmly on the accelerator.

With the recent success of similar artists like 

Hot 8 Brass Band, their sumptuous fusion of 
jazz, soul and funk in a Big Band setting could 
open some serious doors for the outfit if this 
release gets the attention it rightly deserves. 
We’ve covered opening track ‘War’ before with 
it’s Chicago-meets-Aretha Franklin collision of 
brass, soul and jazz, whilst ‘Sister City, Brother 
Bone’ introduces a throaty Alabama 3 Ameri-
cana to the proceedings, the honkytonk piano 
putting the icing on the cake. 

The country-infused ‘Angel From Montgom-
ery’ channels all-time classic ‘Wichita Lines-
man’ with a guitar tone that Glen Campbell 
would have screamed blue murder to achieve; 
out of all the tracks on the release this one 
shouts USA at the top it’s lungs, but also 
probably best illustrates their unique ability 
to meld these genres seamlessly together and 
avoid the banality of the over-familiar. 

Don’t even get us started on ‘Sweet High & 
Dry’ - it may as well be titled “The Best Song 
Van Morrisson Never Wrote” - a stunning 
celebration of his particular brand of laid back 
jazz which explodes into the Deep South rock 
and roll of ‘Jump Right In’. 

Jesus On The Mainline are a wonderful exam-
ple of the variety and virtuosity in the musical 
spectrum of America - they’ve got their fingers 
curled around the roots of modern music so 
tightly that it flows, seemingly effortlessy, in 
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every note they joyfully produce. 
We’ll say it again in case you didn’t get it the 
first time, this band are an incredibly exciting 
prospect for rootsy American music in a time 
where over-production, poor songwriting and 
generic music are king.

They deserve to be absolutely huge, but don’t 
just take our word for it, listen to the EP.

“Don’t even get us 
started on ‘Sweet High 
& Dry’ — it may as 
well be titled ‘The Best 
Song Van Morrisson 
Never Wrote’ — a stun-
ning celebration of his 
particular brand of 
laid back jazz which 
explodes into the Deep 
South rock and roll of 
‘Jump Right In’.”
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The fifteen-piece jam band Jesus On The 
Mainline are poised to become one of the 
biggest bands in New York, delivering their 
unique blend of blues, soul, funk, jazz and 
bluegrass to eager hipster audiences around 
the city. A sold-out Mercury Lounge crowd 
found themselves transported to a bygone 
musical era channeling tinges of Janis Joplin, 
Joe Cocker and Stevie Wonder. For them, mu-
sic- making seems to be about going onstage 
as much for themselves as for their audience, 
and reveling in the joy of hearing each other 
play. Inasmuch as it is fun to watch them enjoy 
performing, Jesus on the Mainline make so-
phisticated and wonderful music.

Frontman Andrew Neesley’s background in 
contemporary jazz lends a progressive and 
adventurous sensibility to the band’s arrange-
ments. A full horn section, two drummers, 
keyboards, guitar, bass and even banjo allow 
Jesus On The Mainline to flow from style to 
style, giving them an expressive flexibility to 
explore a host of different music. Perhaps the 

“The fifteen-piece jam 
band Jesus On The 
Mainline are poised 
to become one of the 
biggest bands in New 
York, delivering their 
unique blend of blues, 
soul, funk, jazz and 
bluegrass to eager hip-
ster audiences around 
the city.”

Elmore Magazine
Jesus On The Mainline:
Mercury Lounge
by Eric Russ
July 10, 2014

most memorable offering of the night was a 
heart-stopping ten-minute cover of Nirvana’s 
“Lithium” led by backup singer Mel Flannery. 
One senses that the talent of this band runs 
very deep as solos bounce across the stage, 
one more heated than the next. On the night 
of the launch of their new EP, Jesus On The 
Mainline never let their energy falter for a 
second. The band is primed to thrill audiences 
everywhere as they preach the gospel of their 
self-titled debut.
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April 28, 2015 - Brooklyn Bowl - New York, NY
February 06, 2015 - Mercury Lounge - New York, NY AT CAPACITY

December 11, 2014 - Great Scott - Boston, MA
October 21, 2014 - CMJ - The Bowery Electric - New York, NY SOLD OUT

August 25, 2014 - Music Hall of Williamsburg - New York, NY AT CAPACITY

June 27, 2014 - Mercury Lounge - New York, NY AT CAPACITY

March 30, 2014 - Joe’s Pub - New York, NY SOLD OUT

February 16, 2014 - The Studio at Webster Hall - New York, NY
January 06, 2014 - Rockwood Music Hall Stage 2 - New York, NY SOLD OUT

November 16, 2013 - Mercury Lounge - New York, NY AT CAPACITY

August 20, 2013 - The Bowery Ballroom - New York, NY SOLD OUT

June 11, 2013 - Arlene’s Grocery - New York, NY SOLD OUT

May 09, 2013 - The Bowery Electric - New York, NY AT CAPACITY

March 27, 2013 - Rockwood Music Hall Stage 2 - New York, NY SOLD OUT

February 17, 2013 - Joe’s Pub - New York, NY SOLD OUT

December 04, 2012 - Rockwood Music Hall Stage 2 - New York, NY SOLD OUT

October 03, 2012 - The Bowery Electric Map Room - New York, NY AT CAPACITY

August 27, 2012 - Rockwood Music Hall Stage 2 - New York, NY
July 11, 2012 - Arlene’s Grocery - New York, NY

Show History
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Phone: (715) 379-1026

Email: mail@listentothemainline.com

Copyright © 2014 Neesley Music


