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On Friday, 26th and Saturday, 27th May 2017 the 7th U21 Health Science Group 

Sustainable Development Goals European Student Conference took place at the 

University of Glasgow. 

43 students from University College Dublin and the universities of Edinburgh, 

Nottingham, Lund and Glasgow attended the workshop. These bachelor and master 

students represented a variety of health sciences, making this workshop truly 

interdisciplinary. 

The first day of the conference was dedicated to talks on various aspects related to 

the SDGs. Paul Fisher, a public health researcher from the University of Birmingham, 

talked about the impact of global warming on health in a very engaging talk. Manhoor 

Lyla Saifi shared her experiences working with refugees; this started a discussion 

with all attendees and was very well received. The last long presentation was given 

by Dr Mary Hepburn, a gynaecologist from Glasgow. She talked about setting up a 

service for women with special needs in pregnancy in collaboration with the women 

in question. She also referred to similar projects which were set up with her help 

around the world, thus emphasising how important it is to start working towards 

achieving the SDGs in your own community and how that may lead to a global 

project. Finally, we had three short presentations on the SDG Awareness Week, the 

society Street Doctors, and Marie Lund a masters student from Lund talked about her 

work with a dental hospital in Ladakh, India. 

We concluded the first evening with a vegetarian dinner from the Real Junk Food 

Project and a ceilidh. 

On Saturday the students were split into groups to look at how the European 

Regional Social Progress Index could be used to inform us on the progress of the 

SDGs, needs in certain communities and to inspire projects. The day was concluded 

by short group presentations, which showed a varied approach to the topic but all 

seemed to agree on positive and negative aspects of the index. 

All in all, the workshop was very well received by the participating students.  


