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Reports



There has only been one Deanery Synod meeting which was held using Zoom on 18th
November, 2020.

After worship, Gill Hall, associate minister, and Ester Hutchinson, curate from the Clifton
parish were introduced as was Emily Charkham, curate to St Luke's, Gamston. Mark Fraser told
the meeting that interviews took place in autumn to appoint a new team vicar for Wilford but no
one was appointed to the post. The churches in the Deanery who were in a vacancy were
thanked.

A time of encouragement, opportunities and prayer followed when people could share lockdown
stories.

Parish Share: Conrad reported that it looked like 91% of parish share would be achieved by the
end of 2020. The deanery share allocation for 2021 is £834,680 and the diocese expects 100%
of this. Discussions will be held to see how this is achieved.

The next Deanery Synod meeting will be held on 15th March 2021 where a voting for reps for
the Deanery Leadership Team will take place as well as that of treasurer.
Val Hopkins & Janet State (Deanery Synod Representatives)
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Barton

Over the last year we have not been using the church but when
we did start having the services after the first lock down both the
boilers went wrong. The low pressure valve went wrong on both
boilers where Darren Jackson, our plumber, did a temporary
repair to get the boilers working. He now has the parts and says
he will come back to finish the repair when the weather warms
up. We are very grateful to Darren as he is old school and tries
his best to do our repairs as cheap as possible and keeps our boilers working for us. We have
now got the faculty through to remove some of the pews on the South Isle and replace them
with chairs from the Chancel which would make it more flexible for use for meetings etc. We
have now purchased 4 small folding tables and 20 folding chairs for the Chancel. these were
purchased with money that had been donated for this purpose from a 95th birthday and also
money donated in memory of Michael Davies.
Carole Edis (Deputy Churchwarden)

Gotham

During this difficult past year we have nevertheless been able to
complete a number of repairs to the church building to comply
with the Quinquennial Report issued in 2020.
These include:

• General repairs to the main roof, clearing gutters,
  repainting and repainting rainwater hoppers and
  downpipes.
• Repairing fractured stonework to disused boilerhouse chimney and pointing gateposts.
• Replacing the rotted cladding and door to the boilerhouse, including repainting.
• The renovation of the chimes to the clock (some of this work still needs to be
  completed)

Because we have not been satisfied with the past arrangements for the repair and maintenance of
the clock and chimes, this contract has been moved to a new company which is proving
beneficial. Further work to the clock, including repainting of the dials has been identified. We
have been grateful to the Parish Council for their financial support towards the costs of these
repairs to the clock and chimes, topping up the grant from Allchurches Trust we received so we
are in discussion with them regarding a possible appeal to the village as a whole to fund these
further matters. In this past year, we have been able to top up restricted donations to the fabric
fund from general funds to cover these repair costs but it looks unlikely this will be possible
during 2021 due to the reduction in giving during the lockdown. With a building like our
church, there is always work to be done and we will do our best to keep it in sound order. The
Church Hall has been out of use for most of 2020 and efforts have continued to look at
alternative uses, so far unsuccessfully. In 2021 there will have to be some significant decisions
taken.
David Power
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Kingston

The roof, tower, porch, walls and windows are in good repair. In
certain areas inside the sandstone runs. We have taken advice
from stonemasons and church inspectors and have been told
there is little that can be done to stop this from happening.
However, Graham Renton, architect, has taken a look and said
that running is due to the windows being closed; some of the
bricks are held in place with concrete so there is nowhere for
moisture to escape apart from through the bricks and sub-standard bricks. He therefore
suggested that we have the windows open, which we have done which has helped to reduce the
amount of running. The church furniture and floor are also in good repair. The grass in the
churchyard is cut by contractors, but the rest of the work that has been done there has been done
by Graham Grocock, with help from Steve Ledley, for which we are extremely grateful.
Angie Howard (Churchwarden)

Ratcliffe

The highlight of 2020 was in no doubt the
wedding of Rachael Duchovny and David
Farrar. This happened on Wednesday 26th
August at 12:30. 24 guests came to the
wedding as numbers were restricted but the
couple plan to have a large reception when
permitted. They travelled down from
Wakefield to join us at our Sunday services and we

enjoyed having them with us. At the ceremony the couple chose to fill
every other pew with soft toys which was an amazing sight to see. The
weather was glorious and guests enjoyed non alcoholic drinks in the
church grounds as photographs were being taken. Updating the church
and church yard continues. In July 2020 the replacement of the
downpipe at the rear of the church which had been stolen the previous year was carried out by
John Greensmith and Ray State. In December 2020 a survey was carried out by Western Power
on trees close to power lines. The Willow tree in the church yard was condemned by them and
arrangements have been made for the tree to be removed sometime in February/March 2021
depending on the wet ground. This will be at no charge to the church and permission for this to
go ahead has been given by the Diocese. The repair to the South Aisle East window will be
carried out April/May 2021. This process was started in November 2019. This will cost £3,900
of which we have received £750 grant. We are waiting to hear from one grant aider but should
this not be available it has been agreed by the PCC to pay the balance owed from the Fabric
Fund. When completed we shall be seeking from M E Stained Glass a quotation to repair the
altar window. This will entail getting a Faculty permission from the Diocese and finding the
funds to carry out the work. Our Architect Graeme Renton came on Tuesday 16th February
2021 to carry out our Quinquennial. From this visit Graeme has suggested that we apply to
Notts Historic Churches Trust for a grant towards the South Aisle East window. Ray State has
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agreed to apply for this. It was brought to Graeme's attention the size of the Oak tree situated at
the entrance to the church yard. Graeme has taken photographs of the tree and is going to seek
advice on how the size can be reduced. Graeme will be sending his report in 2 weeks and did
not highlight any problems with the church and church yard to me during his visit. Nothing has
happened on the renovation of the Gordon Clarke memorial a WWI stone where the lettering
has failed badly. This may be picked up at a later date possibly after the completion of work on
the altar window. The fire extinguishers were not serviced in 2020 but this work has been done
on 15th February 2021. The Lightning Conductor Inspection Test carried out in December 2020
failed however Horizon returned on the 3rd January 2021 and rectified this. Compline Services
run on a Thursday evening at 8:00pm from June to the end of August and it is hoped that these
might resume this year. This service is led by members of the 453 Churches and is a peaceful
and calming service at the end of the day. We have been unable to do any fund raising due to
lockdown and these vital funds are needed to go towards the Parish Share. We hope that we can
have our usual stall this year at the Sutton Bonington Show on the 5th September and if this
goes ahead we plan to have another table for the 453 Churches making people aware of our five
churches and our services. We also hope to hold our Autumn Fair in our church in October. We
maintain the church and the church grounds ourselves thus saving us money. We have been
pestered by a mole this year but the ground is so badly saturated we have not been able to set the
usual traps to catch it. Our thanks go to our Treasurer Graham for all his sterling work on our
accounts. Thank you also to Richard, David and Sonya for our Church services. The church
continues to be open daily between 9:00 to 4:00 every day when permitted.
Janet State (Churchwarden)

Thrumpton

The latest quinquennial report which was undertaken in December
2020 stated that the Church is generally in a very good condition.
Externally, the only concerns relate to small areas of pointing to
be monitored and the need to keep the open channel drain along
the south elevation clear of vegetation. Internally the condition of
the low-level stonework in certain areas and the slight movement
of the external wall and window in the south west corner of the
Chancel also need monitoring. The seven items which have been listed as requiring action in the
next few months will, weather permitting have been completed before the AGM in April as will
the refixing of the loose floor tiles in the Chancel and Vestry which are listed as requiring
attention this year. Concern has been expressed over the deterioration (bowing) of two of the
stained glass windows on the south elevation of the Nave. I'm in the process of obtaining
specialist reports and quotations for their repair. Most of the other eleven items which require
attention within the next year are of a minor nature which we will undertake ourselves or should
involve monitoring only. We have recently had the complete Electrical installation and portable
appliances tested and understand that only one kettle lead needs replacing. The contractors
written report is expected shortly. The major and continuing area of concern relates to
maintenance of the trees in the Churchyard which are within a conservation area.
John Collins (Deputy Churchwarden)
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Due to the Lockdowns the Monday and Wednesday

afternoon groups haven't met. And with Kath and Joe
moving to Cambridge, the Tuesday evening group has
come to an end.

The Tuesday morning Bible Study Group that used to
meet at 3 Leake Road resumed after Christmas with its
reading and discussion of the Psalms, an open forum
which was proving enjoyable and informative. We began with Psalm 23, which proved to be
apposite in view of what was to follow. We last met on February 25 with the intention to begin a
Lent Course, but alas that was not to be. Since the first lockdown, most of us have kept in touch
by email and telephone, and I long for the day when we can once more join in the wonderful
experience of searching God's word together.
Peter Inskeep

Neither of the Wednesday and Thursday evening groups have been able to meet for over a
year now but the groups wanted to recommend some of the schemes they have been using in the
hope that others will use them.
       • "Daily Light" has a morning and evening reading with prayers at the back of the book too.
       • Using the weekly Prayer Sheet.
       • "Start the Day" with Bishop Paul and his wife Sarah. This started off as an every day time,
          then went to twice a week and is now online on Fridays.
       • "Word for Today" by Sally Greenwood.
       • Bible Gateway verse of the day.
       • Linking up with daughter who follows Joyce Meyar who has a question for the day like
         "How can I be content in a place where I don't want to be?" - looking at Proverbs 3:5-6.
       • "Journey with me" by Catherine Campbell is a book of daily readings and prayers.
       • Using the You Bible App with others. Each day has a Bible chapter, a commentary and a
         space to write how the passage spoke to you. The beauty of this is it gives accountability,
         it looks at a chapter a day and will look at a book of the Bible over 7 - 10 days so you don't
        get bored! It also allows you to go deeper and because you are doing it with others it allows
        you to go deeper and feels more like our old Bible studies.

Recommended books:
• "Less Fret, More Faith" by Max Lucardo.
• "A Purpose Driven Life" by Rick Warren.

Ideas for future Bible Studies: Revelation, John's Gospel & Philippians.
Val Hopkins
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The team didn't meet in 2020 before the first lockdown and of course hasn't met since. Sadly,
we have lost John Edmonds' wise counsel and dynamic energy since then as he has moved to
Frinton on Sea and married Denise. Our hope is that once all lockdown is removed, we can
resume the quarterly meetings of the 453 Churches that we had in Thrumpton, together rebuild
our unity as one parish and find what our loving God is asking of us. And won't the fellowship
be wonderful!.
Peter Inskeep

On 17th March 2020 Fiona, Anna, Elaine, and Richard made the
decision to cancel the Little Cherubs Toddler Group
until further notice because of the increasing spread
of Covid-19. Government restrictions came in a
couple of days later making the decision out of our
hands. A year on we are still waiting for restrictions
to lift so that we can plan a safe return for all adults
and 0-5 years old. Our expectation is that we will

open again in September 2021. During the time
Little Cherubs has been unable to run Fiona and
Anna have been trying to keep some contact with the Little Cherub's
parents through a Messenger group, the Little Cherub's Facebook page,
and times when we may happen to see anyone in Gotham. Fiona has
made a couple of videos for the children to watch via Facebook too. Fiona
also decorated the Church Hall windows with a Christmas display and a
Spring display. Fiona and Anna have plans for an Easter window display

next. We would value your prayers for new families and old families with young children, local
to Gotham, to welcome, appreciate and attend a "Covid safe" return to Little Cherubs Toddlers,
whenever that will be possible. Thank you.
Anna Marsden & Fiona Coleman
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Train up a child in the way he should go: even when he is old he will

not depart from it.  Proverbs 22:6

February 2020 was the last time the Open the Book team visited
Gotham Primary School. Here we are 12 months later not sure of when
we will be invited back to take assemblies. We did get together to do a
nativity story video and had great fun working out socially distanced
visits to Herod, Gabriel appearing to the shepherds and the shepherds

and wise men visiting the stable. With hand sanitiser, masks, social distancing, Mary and Joseph
being in a bubble and cut out donkeys, sheep and a cow! This was sent into school and all the
classes watched it and we understand enjoyed it. Not quite the same as physically being there
but better than nothing. At the moment we are working on a story for Easter. It's an adaptation
of David Kossoff's story "The three donkeys". It tells the story of 3 donkeys meeting in heaven
and finding out that they all arrived about the same time and from the same area. The first
donkey is the one who carried Mary to Bethlehem, the second was part of the group that went to
Jerusalem when Jesus was lost in the temple and the third was the Palm Sunday donkey. It goes
without saying that we are missing our time with the children but we pray for our friendship
with the staff and children and look forward to the time we can return.
Val Hopkins (Team Leader)

Having been all set to do a Family Fun style Easter service we have
been unable to do anything and I'm not sure when we will be able to
get back to our free flow, interactive services because of social
distancing.
Val Hopkins
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Following the introduction of the national lockdown in March 2020, schools
were closed and I stopped working in East Leake Academy. I transferred all
my youth events online and ran a variety of Zoom sessions aimed at the
different groups I had worked with. Initially some of the young people I had
engaged with at school came along but numbers gradually tailed off. Once
we are able to meet in gardens in the summer I began to meet small groups
of young people in the St Mary's Rectory garden. A few from school came
along to the games sessions. This continued until schools reopened in September. I was not
permitted to go back into school because I am technically a visitor and not an official member of
the school staff. That situation has continued, such that I have not been in school for a year now.
As youth events went back online, there were few young people who stayed engaged, namely
those who attend St Mary's or Gotham Church. From talking to other youth workers in the
diocese, this is a common theme. A few youth have stay engaged online but many have dropped
away especially since school moved to online lessons in January. As we start to plan to go
forward again, I intend to meet outdoors again in small groups as soon as we are permitted to do
so. The initial purpose will be to re-establish connections with the non church youth from school
in whatever ways are permitted. I will also contact East Leake Academy to discuss going back
into school. I thank the 453 churches for your continued support during this challenging time.
Jo Leatherland (Schools Worker at East Leake Academy)

Last July I finished my second year of training with MMTC (Midlands Ministry Training
Course). We had been having zoom lectures since 'lockdown'. As 2nd years we were very sorry
to be leaving and we tried to get a third year group, but it was not to be. I can honestly say these
last 2 years have had an immense impact on my faith. I know that others on the course feel the
same. 5 of us have stayed in close contact and I regularly worship with 2 friends in Matlock, as
well as sharing coffee with them when we can. Over the 2 years we studied different genres
found in the Bible and  also discovered the settings, background and historical context, which I
found very useful. The course was hard work, but everyone was very friendly and I now have
friends around the country working in different Church settings. I must thank Richard for
suggesting the course to me. PS. The course continues on "Zoom".
Sonya Hawkins
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You would think that going through a global pandemic and lockdown
that our friendship with a rural parish 7,000 miles away would wane
somewhat wouldn't you? But in actual fact it has strengthened. They
have not only been following our services, (as they just receive a
sermon), but taking part in them by doing Bible readings and
intercessionary prayers, and if you look carefully at the faces you can
see during the final blessing you will see Frankie and Mike and
Melanie and Ian. You will also spot Sizagele and Tabitha who stayed
with us who represented the folk if iNdaleni. Unfortunately Tabitha

died in January of Coronavirus leaving a gaping hole in the hearts of the people there, as she
was certainly the mother figure and the driving force behind the Church there. We hold the
people there in prayer as they grieve and move forward. Our contact with Moses in
Johannesburg has also strengthened. Moses was the Link Officer in Natal when Val went out in
2007 and it was Moses who placed Val with Frankie in Richmond, so he has been a part of us
since the beginning and has visited here on several occasions. He is now in Johannesburg and
has introduced us to his parishioners so our fame is spreading! We continue to receive prayers
from Melanie each week and she and Frankie keep us in touch with what is happening there.
The lockdown in South Africa has been much tougher than here and people have found it
difficult. But this week, as I write this, some vaccines have arrived and the first vaccinations
will go to health care workers and the second batch will be for teachers. Unfortunately there are
people who believe they will never  receive a vaccination! Let's hope that isn't so. Lindo, the
priest in Richmond is hoping to move on in the near future, so once more we will be building
new relationships. The Diocese of Natal is still without a bishop following Bishop Dino's
departure and it is struggling financially. Priests have been offered early retirement and
redundancies are being talked about as ways to save money as well as parishes being merged
together. It seems that a shortfall in finances is not just a Church of England problem! Please
hold our brother and sisters there in your prayers.
Val Hopkins (Parish Link Officer)
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The Gotham Events Group is a sub-group to the A453 Benefice PCC. It meets to arrange and
discuss events for the year at Gotham Church but also as a sub-group of the Benefice PCC it
enables all 5 churches to co-ordinate their events thus avoiding any duplication of activities or
clashes of dates. Sadly, due to the pandemic and the lockdowns, we haven't met or had the
opportunity to plan any events for 2020 but in December Charlotte Higgins held a wreath
making session by Zoom and kindly made wreaths for the Church door and for those of us who
preferred her to make them. We have one combined A453 Churches event organised for a date
sometime in 2021 - a picnic in Angie and Nick Howard's orchard with the Hathern Brass Band
playing for us. Details and tickets will be publicised when we know when we can do it safely. It
will be a lovely way for us all to get together again, so let's hope things will go well for the
summer. All proceeds from this event will go towards the Parish Share. We are hoping we can
soon start planning again for the Autumn and maybe decorate our church again at Christmas
involving the whole village. The future is uncertain but with God's help and our prayers all
things are possible. There are only 5 in the group - we would love it if some of you would join
us. We do have fun planning the events and even if you don't want to join the group we are
always glad of suggestions or requests.
Anne Farnsworth
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In common with many activities, the 12 months since March 2020 have, for bellringing, been (i)
much curtailed and (ii) "different". Due to the pandemic of Covid-19 virus, restrictions were
introduced in mid-March which effectively stopped all ringing. In July restrictions were eased
somewhat, however, the need to maintain "social distancing", i.e. at least 2m distance from
anyone from a different household, remained in place. This still meant no practising and that, at
most, only 4 bells could be rung together (with Mary and Peter ringing nos. 1 & 2) - and then
only for 15 minutes maximum! Throughout the summer ringing in this "token" manner was
done for the 11 o'clock services and for two weddings where the families had especially asked
for the bells. In November, with infection rates rising across the whole UK, further restrictions
meant that indoor activities with people from different households were effectively prohibited.
Few ringers are able to ring two bells (full-circle) at once, however, with practice it is possible
to chime one in each hand. By special request from the family, three bells were chimed by two
ringers at the conclusion of the December funeral service for Dr Bernard Spilsbury who loved to
hear All Saints bells. The Thrumpton band were so sorry that a more fitting tribute was not
possible at the time. On a more positive note - the band, with help from Finian Bassford's uncle,
David Bassford, rang a quarter peal of Grandsire Doubles at All Saints in March 2020 (only a
few days before ringing was stopped). This was a first quarter peal at first attempt for Ben
Howick and for Finian Bassford - both of whom rang very well throughout. Congratulations to
them both! Thanks to modern technology all has not been lost from the social scene of
Thrumpton ringing. Fortnightly Zoom sessions have enabled all the band and our regular
visitors to stay in touch. A short quiz is often part of each session and those setting the questions
have shown talents the rest of us didn't know they had! The fact that practically all the regular
ringers at Thrumpton continue to stay in touch through the challenges and trials of the Covid-19
pandemic is much appreciated. Our wish for the next year is simply to be able to resume ringing
and supporting an active All Saints church as before. Hopefully, this is now on the horizon.
Peter Hawcock
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Why do we have
an Annual Church Meeting?

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) is held each year in the Spring
to enable all Church members to participate in:

•  Electing our Churchwardens, Parochial Church Council (PCC)
•  representatives and Deanery Synod representatives.

•  Receiving a report of the financial affairs of the Parish and the
•  Examined Accounts for the previous year.

•  Receiving statutory reports in respect of the proceedings of the PCC
•  and the Deanery Synod.

•  Supporting those who are responsible for the different areas of the
•  Church's life by hearing about the events of the previous year and
•  plans for the year ahead.

•  Giving thanks for the Lord's blessing for the previous year and to
•  renew our vision for, and commitment to the year ahead.

The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of The A453 Churches of South Nottinghamshire
(The 453 Churches) is a registered charity, number 1189059

www.453churches.com facebook.com/453Churches


