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KS2 Literacy Unit of Work: The unit is modelled on The Primary Framework Stories from Other Cultures Unit for Year 5. It is made up of 10 sessions which should 
take roughly one hour each. The unit covers phase one and phase two of the Primary Framework’s recommendations. Phase three can be planned in class, where 
pupils write their own stories over a week. The unit looks at two stories set in Ethiopia. It explores the environment and culture of Ethiopia and the issues Ethiopian 
children are faced with. 

The Garbage King, Elizabeth Laird ISBN 978-0-330-41505-6, a novel and the core text for the unit. 
Fire on the Mountain, Jane Kurtz ISBN 978-0-689-81896-7, a picture book set in rural Ethiopia. 

All objectives are taken from The Primary Framework for Literacy, Year 5 Objectives. Global Dimension objectives, from the Department for International 
Development, are also included.  

There is an opportunity in session 3 for samples of work to be sent to your link school.  

Other books you may wish to make reference to throughout the unit are: 
 
A Saint and his Lion, Elaine Murray Stone ISBN 0-8091-6706-7 
The Storyteller’s Beads, Jane Kurtz ISBN 0-15-201074-2 
Other stories are available at our website: http://news.linkethiopia.org/resource 
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Session Focus  Literacy Objectives – Primary Framework  Global Dimension Objectives – DFID  

1 Write in character Vary the pace and develop the viewpoint through 
the use of direct and reported speech, portrayal of 
action and selection of detail 
 

Developing a sense of awe at the variety of peoples and 
environments around the world 

2 Use complex sentences to write a 
diary entry 

Adapt sentence construction to different text-types, 
purposes and readers 
 
 

Understanding the impact of the environment on cultures, 
economies and societies 
 

3 Gather information about Ethiopia Make notes on and use evidence from across a 
text to explain events or ideas 

Understanding that people have different values, attitudes 
and perception 

4 Predict the next part of the story 
through dramatisation 

Infer writers' perspectives from what is written and 
from what is implied 

 

Recognising the impact of unequal power and access to 
resources 

5 Write questions to ask a character Use and explore different question types and 
different ways words are used, including in formal 
and informal contexts 

Understanding and valuing equal opportunities 

6 Hot seat characters  Reflect on how working in role helps to explore 
complex issues 

Developing a sense of awe at the variety of peoples and 
environments around the world 

7 Write an alternative setting for the 
story 

Compare the usefulness of techniques such as 
visualisation, prediction and empathy in exploring 
the meaning of texts 

Recognising the impact of unequal power and access to 
resources 

8 Role play part of the story in an 
alternative setting 

Compare the usefulness of techniques such as 
visualisation, prediction and empathy in exploring 
the meaning of texts 

Using different issues, events and problems to explore 
children and young people’s own values and perceptions 
as well as those of others 

9 Write a blog in the style of a 
character  

Vary the pace and develop the viewpoint through 
the use of direct and reported speech, portrayal of 
action and selection of detail 

Understanding that people have different values, attitudes 
and perceptions 

10 Make an advert for The Garbage 
King Movie. 

Adapt sentence construction to different text-types, 
purposes and readers 

Understanding the interconnections between the social, 
economic and environmental sphere 
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Session 1 

Focus: Write in character  

Objectives Whole Class Activity  Independent Activity  Resources 

Vary the pace and 
develop the 
viewpoint through 
the use of direct 
and reported 
speech, portrayal 
of action and 
selection of detail 

 

Read Fire on the Mountain by Jane Kurtz 
 
Identify the main characters in the story (Alemayu, 
Alemayu’s sister and The Rich Man) 
 
Why are Alemayu’s sister and the rich man unnamed? 
What effect does this create?  
 
Where is the story set?  
What is the local environment like?  
Refer to images in the book.  
 
What is life like for Alemayu in rural Ethiopia?  
Discuss the differences between Alemayu and his 
sister’s life and life of children in the UK.  
 
If Alemayu was here, what would he like about the 
UK?  
What would he do here?  
What would he find difficult? 
What would he miss?  
What would be the best thing?  
What would be the worst thing? 
 
As a whole class, write a letter that you think Alemayu 
would write to his sister if he visited UK.  

 TASK: Choose a character from the story and write a letter in 
character explaining the thoughts and feelings of that 
character on a visit to your home town.  
Success Criteria:  

 Write in paragraphs 

 Explain the characters feelings about your local environment 

 Explain the differences between your local environment and 
the environment the character comes from 

 
Pupils work independently to write a letter to someone at home from 
a character in the story.  

Fire on the 
Mountain 
 
Writing 
materials 
  
The Garbage 
King 
 
Large paper to 
begin 
Character 
Profiles 
 

 Plenary  

Tell the pupils you will be starting to read a novel together as a 
class. Read the first two chapters of The Garbage King by Elizabeth 
Laird.  
 
Question the pupils about the environment and the main characters 
and make brief notes to refer to in the next two weeks.  
 
Chapter 1 summary: Mamo and Tiggist introduced (Poor children 
living on their own). Mamo is kidnapped 
Danny introduced (Wealthy boy living with his parents) 
Chapter 2 summary: Mamo is sold as a slave. Tiggist gets a job.  
 
Start character profiles for Tiggist, Dani and Mamo.  
Use a large piece of paper for each character. Use words and 
phrases that give factual information, e.g. age, family etc and 
also make notes on the character’s personality and their stated 
and inferred feelings.  

Learning Outcomes: Pupils can develop a character’s viewpoint in their writing.  
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Session 2 
 

Focus: Use complex sentences to write a diary entry.  

Objectives Whole Class Activity  Independent Activity  Resources 

Adapt sentence 
construction to 
different text-types, 
purposes and 
readers 
 
Vary the pace and 
develop the 
viewpoint through 
the use of direct and 
reported speech, 
portrayal of action 
and selection of 
detail 

Read Fire on the Mountain again as a whole class asking pupils to highlight when 
any geographical words are used, eg. words concerning landscape, weather or 
animals. Also ask pupils to describe the environment after reading each page, by 
referring to the images.  
 
Ask pupils to imagine they are spending the day with Alemayu or his sister helping 
them to carry out their day to day jobs when they are working for the rich man.  
 
What is their daily life like? What can they see? What is the weather like?  What do 
they do?  
 
Ask pupils to talk in pairs describing where they wake up in the morning and what 
they can see out of the window/door.  
Ask pupils to feedback.  
What will they spend their day doing?  
Where are they in the middle of the day/ afternoon / evening?  
What jobs are they doing?  
 
Pupils answer questions with talk partners.  
 
Write a paragraph as a whole class imagining their morning. Make it clear that this 
should be written in the past tense, as if written at the end of the day. Describe the 
environment as well as feelings. Refer to the text for examples of complex 
sentences and a variety of sentence openers, eg. While the sheep grazed... , He 
walked by the waterfalls..., When Alemayu brought the cows home that night...  and 
ask pupils to think of their own complex sentences with interesting openers that 
describe the environment.  

TASK:  Write a diary entry describing 
your day with one of the characters 
Success Criteria:  

 Use the first person ‘I’ 

 Write in the past tense 

 Use complex sentences  

 Use a variety of sentence 
openers to describe the 
landscape and environment 

 Describe your feelings  

Fire on the 
Mountain 
 
Writing 
Materials 
  
The 
Garbage 
King 
 
Character 
Profiles 
 
  
 
  

 Plenary  

Pupils share what they consider to be 
their best complex sentence describing 
the landscape in rural Ethiopia.  
 
Read chapters 3 and 4 of The Garbage 
King.  
 
Chapter 3 summary: Dani has trouble 
at school and with his Father. Mamo 
makes friends.  
Chapter 4 summary: Tiggist’s job is 
going well.        
 
Add to character profiles.  

Learning Outcomes: Pupils can use complex sentences in their writing.  
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Session 3 
 

Focus: Gather information about Ethiopia.  

Objectives Whole Class Activity  Independent Activity  Resources 

Infer writers' 
perspectives 
from what is 
written and from 
what is implied 
 
Make notes on 
and use evidence 
from across a 
text to explain 
events or ideas 

Read chapter 5 of The Garbage King: Dani 
decides to run away. Mamo is beaten and 
decides to run away.  
 
Key questions: 
 
1. What customs and attitudes do you notice in 
the book? 
Possible outcomes: The way food is eaten, 
Where people sleep, Children acting as 
responsible adults 
2. What is different in this culture to your culture? 
3. What is the same about this culture and your 
culture? 

TASK:  Make a poster that describes some of the culture and 
customs of Ethiopia 
Success Criteria: 

 Work with a partner 

 Note down what you have learnt so far from the stories  

 Go to the Link Ethiopia website Cultures page.  
http://www.linkethiopia.org/guide/information/culture/index.html 

 Make notes about dress, painting, food and drink, transport and 
music.  

 Answer the questions: 
What are the differences between your culture and culture in Ethiopia? 
What is the same about the two cultures?  
Present your information as an informative poster.  
 
Note: Make sure pupils understand that young people in Ethiopia listen to rap, 
R&B, etc. as well as traditional music, and that clothes worn in daily life, such as 
school uniform, are much the same as in the UK, though traditional clothes are 
worn frequently, eg. to church and for celebrations. 

The Garbage 
King 
 
Poster 
materials 
 
Computers if 
possible  
 
Character 
Profiles  
 
Save samples 
to send to link 
school  

 Plenary  

Pupils present their posters. 
 
Read chapter 6 of The Garbage King. 
Chapter 6 summary: Dani and Mamo run away.  
 
Continue character profiles. 
 
Posters can be sent to your link school – if doing this, ask for the Ethiopian 
pupils’ comments about how accurate your representation of Ethiopian 
culture is. 

Learning Outcomes: Pupils can make notes from a variety of sources and present information.  
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Session 4 
 

Focus: Predict the next part of the story.  

Objectives Whole Class Activity  Independent Activity  Resources 

Infer writers' 
perspectives 
from what is 
written and from 
what is implied 

Reflect on how 
working in role 
helps to explore 
complex issues 

Read chapter 7 and chapter 8 to 
the end of page 135 only. 
Summary: Tiggist’s job is in 
danger. The boys look for 
somewhere to stay and meet.   
 
Ask the following questions: 
How do the boys feel when they 
meet? What will they think of one 
another? What will they say to 
one another?  
How will their relationship 
develop?  
 
Look at character profiles of the 
two boys.  
 
How will working in role help to 
explore issues within the story?  
 
Pupils answer questions to talk 
partners then feedback.  
 
 

 TASK: Dramatise a meeting of the two main characters  
Success Criteria:  

 Work with a partner 

 Spend 10 minutes making notes outlining what will happen when the boys meet 
and how their relationship will develop 

 Dramatise the meeting 

 Use language, actions and facial expressions to infer how the relationship between 
the two boys will develop 

 
 

The Garbage 
King 
 
Writing 
materials 
  
Character 
Profiles 
 
 

 Plenary  

 Pupils show their work. 
 
Read pages 136 -139 of The Garbage King.  
Were the pupils right in their predictions?  
By the actions taken, such as the boys sharing things, how does the author infer the 
relationship between the two boys will continue?  
 
 
 
Continue character profiles. 

Learning Outcomes: Pupils can work in role to explore complex issues.  
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Session 5 
 

Focus: Write questions to ask a character.  

Objectives Whole Class Activity  Independent Activity  Resources 

Infer writers' 
perspectives 
from what is 
written and from 
what is implied 

Use and explore 
different question 
types and 
different ways 
words are used, 
including in 
formal and 
informal contexts 

Read chapters 9 and 10: Mamo joins a gang and meets Million, the gang 
leader. 
 
Ask the pupils what questions they would like to ask the boys about their life 
in Ethiopia if they were to meet. 
 
Look together at the character profiles the class has developed so far. 
 
Pupils can ask questions about the characters’ pasts, futures, hopes, 
opportunities, worries etc.  
 
Note suggestions, highlighting the differences between open and closed 
questions.  
Elicit that open questions will give a more detailed response that give you a 
better understanding of the character.  
 
Model writing open questions as complex sentences e.g.  
To Mamo:  
When you were taken from your home in Gondar, how did it feel to be in a 
rural place?  
To Dani:  
Why have you had so much trouble with your father, considering you have 
had a very privileged life?  
To Tiggist:  
Having a younger brother to look after as well as yourself, what struggles 
have you faced as a poor person in Ethiopia?  
 

TASK: Write a list of questions you would 
like to ask Dani, Mamo, Million and Tiggist 
Success Criteria: 

 Write open questions using ‘W’ words 

 Use some complex sentences  

 Ask about the characters’ feelings to 
one another 

 Ask about the characters pasts – 
regrets and achievements 

 Ask about the characters’ hopes and 
fears about the future  

 Ask each character at least one 
question  

 The Garbage 
King 
 
Character 
Profiles 
  
Writing 
materials.  
 

 Plenary  

Pupils share a question they have made that 
they consider will be the best at eliciting lots of 
information.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Outcomes: Pupils can explore and use different question types.  
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Session 6 
 

Focus: Hot seat characters.  

Objectives Whole Class Activity  Independent Activity  Resources   

Use and explore 
different question 
types and 
different ways 
words are used, 
including in 
formal and 
informal contexts 

Reflect on how 
working in role 
helps to explore 
complex issues 

Tell the pupils that they will using their 
questions formed in last session to ask the 
characters from the story today.  
 
Look at the character profiles for the three 
main characters and briefly create a profile 
for Millionaire.  
 
Discuss how each character acts. Discuss 
and ask for examples of how each character 
speaks. 
Discuss things characters would say. 
 
Model hot seating activity by answering a 
question in role as each of the characters. 
Give detailed and interesting, perhaps 
surprising answers.  
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 TASK: Ask and answer questions to explore characters 
Success Criteria:  

 Work in role 

 Give interesting answers 

 Use facial expressions and actions to suggest things 

 Use the character profiles to help you act in role.  
 
Pupils work in groups of four so each pupil role plays one of the characters. 
Other pupils ask questions to this character.  

Questions 
made last 
session. 
 
The Garbage 
King.  
 
Character 
Profiles.  
  Plenary  

 
Pupils feedback their ideas about each of the characters. Look at some pupils in 
role.  
 
Read chapters 11 and 12. 
 
Chapter 11 summary: Tiggist meets a boy (Yacob). Dani joins the gang.  
Chapter 12 summary: Karate, member of the gang goes into hospital  
 
Continue to develop character profiles, exploring the insight role play has given.  

Learning Outcomes: Pupils can explore and use different question types.  
 

 
 
 
 
 



KS2 Literacy Unit of Work – Stories from Other Cultures – Ethiopia  
 
 

 

 
Download all our resources at 

http://news.linkethiopia.org/resource 
 
  

 
Session 7 
 

Focus: Write an alternative setting for the story.  

Objectives Whole Class Activity  Independent Activity  Resources 

Experiment with 
different narrative 
form and styles 
to write their own 
stories 

Compare the 
usefulness of 
techniques such 
as visualisation, 
prediction and 
empathy in 
exploring the 
meaning of texts 

Read chapter 13: Karate dies 
 
Ask for volunteers to hot seat as Dani, Mamo and Millionaire.  
Ask them 
‘How would you describe the environment you live in?’ 
Tell pupils to consider where they sleep, the wealth of what they 
see. 
‘How safe do you feel in your environment?’ 
‘Does your environment allow you to be healthy?’ 
‘What problems does your environment cause you? ‘   
 
Ask the pupils to consider if this would happen if they lived in the 
U.K?  
Would they be allowed, as children, to sleep on the street?  
Where would they go? (Foster home, children’s home). 
Who would be responsible for looking after them? 
(The government, social services) 
 
Why doesn’t this happen in Ethiopia? (lack of social services, no 
money from government to look after children) 
What if all the boys had been born in the UK? What would be 
different about their lives?  
 
Re-read page 200 to the class where Karate was introduced. What 
would have happened to him when his Mother got ill if he was in 
the UK?  
Pupils use talk partners. 
Feedback.  
 

TASK: Write an alternative outcome for Karate if he 
was living in the UK at the time of his Mother’s death.  
Success Criteria: 

 Use the third person (He, Karate) to tell the story 

 Say who would have looked after him 

 Say what his life would have been like a year later 

The Garbage 
King.  
 
Writing 
materials.  
 
Character 
Profiles.  
  Plenary  

Pupils share their work. 
Read chapter 14: Tiggist falls in love. Mamo goes to 
Dani’s house.  
 
Continue character profiles. 

Learning Outcomes: Pupils can visualise different outcomes in stories.  
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Session 8 
 

Focus: Role play part of the story in another setting.  

Objectives Whole Class Activity  Independent Activity  Resources  

Compare the 
usefulness of 
techniques such 
as visualisation, 
prediction and 
empathy in 
exploring the 
meaning of texts 

Experiment with 
different narrative 
form and styles 
to write their own 
stories 

Reflect on how 
working in role 
helps to explore 
complex issues 

Discuss the setting of the story. 
Ask pupils to refer to the last session - if the 
story was set in the UK, would the same 
events still take place?  
 
Ask pupils to name some of the issues 
faced in the story. Possible outcomes:  
 
Poverty 
Drug abuse 
Child alcoholism 
Homelessness 
Children looking after themselves  
Child labor 
 
Ask the pupils if these things happen in the 
UK. (Yes, but they happen much less) 
 
Ask the pupils to think about why these 
issues are more likely to arise in a 
developing country. 
(Government doesn’t have enough money, 
people don’t have enough money to look 
after themselves so can’t support another 
child, social workers aren’t in place to look 
after children, police don’t punish children 
for using alcohol and drugs – there is no 
rehabilitation).  

TASK: Role play the story in another setting  
Success Criteria: 

 Choose an alternative setting (Your home town?) 

 Make reference to the environment  

 Role play the boys living without parents  

 Consider how the boys may be better off  

 Change the outcome to suit that of your chosen environment  
 

The garbage 
King 
 
Character 
Profiles 
 

 Plenary  

Read chapters 15 and 16 
15 and 16: Dani thinks his Mother is dead and begins writing to make his place 
in the gang, Tiggist and Mamo meet again. 
 
Continue character profiles, reflecting on how working in role has helped to 
explore issues.  

Learning Outcomes: Pupils can work in role to explore complex issues.  
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Session 9 
 

Focus: Write a blog in the style of a character.  

Objectives Whole Class Activity  Independent Activity  Resources 

Vary the pace 
and develop the 
viewpoint through 
the use of direct 
and reported 
speech, portrayal 
of action and 
selection of detail 

Re-cap chapter 15.   
Read chapter 16: Dani’s writing is successful and 
earns him respect within the gang.  
 
Look at and review character profiles 
 
Pupils think of ways to describe the characters and 
the way they think. 
 
What thoughts do the characters have? 
What language do they use to express themselves?  
 
Write a blog or diary of one of the characters at the 
current point of the story. Model using reported 
speech to make reference to what someone else has 
said.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Write a blog or diary in the style of a character 
Success Criteria: 

 Use the character profile 

 Make reference to the current point of the story 

 Use language that character would use 

 Use reported speech to say what someone else has said  
 
 

The Garbage 
King 
  
Character 
Profiles 
 
Writing 
materials 
 
  

 Plenary  

Pupils share their examples of reported speech.  
 
Read chapter 17: Tiggist meets Yacob again.  
 

Learning Outcomes: Pupils can vary the pace of their writing.  
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Session 10 
 

Focus: Make an advert for The Garbage King Movie. 

Objectives Whole Class Activity  Independent Activity  Resources 

Compare the 
usefulness of 
techniques such 
as visualisation, 
prediction and 
empathy in 
exploring the 
meaning of texts 

Adapt sentence 
construction to 
different text-
types, purposes 
and readers 

Read the final two chapters of the story, 
 18: Dani goes home. Mamo makes home with Tiggist 
and Yacob. 
 19: Dani and Mamo meet up  
 
Pupils share their thoughts on the story as a whole.  
 
Ask pupils what their favorite part of the story was. 
What was the weakest part? 
What issues does the book explore?  
What does the author do well?  
Are the characters believable? 
If yes, how is this done?  
Can pupils imagine themselves in the setting? 
How so? 
 
If there was a film of The Garbage King what actors 
would play the main characters? Why?  
Explore how the pupils visualize the characters in the 
story. 
 
Model writing descriptive comments about the 
characters that add mystery and engage the audience.  
 
Model writing about one of the issues explored in the 
story, using descriptive language  
 
  

 TASK: Review The Garbage King  
Success Criteria: 

 Work in a group of 4 to make an advert for The Garbage King 
Movie.  

 Assign roles to do the following:  

 Say why you would recommend the film 

 Say who the characters are and the actors that play them  

 Say what issues the film explores  

 Add images of the characters and their environment 
 

The Garbage 
King 
 
Poster 
materials 
 
Internet 
access and 
printer or 
drawing 
materials   Plenary  

 
Pupils share their work.  
 
 

Learning Outcomes: Pupils can explore the meaning of texts.  
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