
“A Confessing Community: Studies in the Sola 5 Confession of Faith” 

Lesson 43: The Sola 5 Confession of Faith 9.4–9.5 

Marriage is a lifelong covenantal union between one natural man and one natural woman; it must be 
entered into publicly and formally. It was ordained by God at creation for the mutual help of husband and 
wife, and for the propagation of the human race (Genesis 1:27–28; 2:20–24; Deuteronomy 24:1; Matthew 
19:4–6). Marriage is thus the basis of the family, which is the essential building-block of any stable society 

(Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 6:7; Malachi 2:15; Ephesians 6:1–3). 

Since marriage is a creation ordinance, its privileges and commitments apply to both believers and 
unbelievers. However, it is the duty of Christians to marry only in the Lord (1 Corinthians 7:39). 

(Sola 5 Confession 9.4–9.5) 

As we begin a new year of Family Bible Hour, we hit the ground running. The definition and nature of 
marriage has come under significant scrutiny in recent years, with a biblical understanding increasingly 
attacked and side-lined. It is crucial for Christians to understand what the Bible teaches about marriage if 
we will guard its sanctity as the Lord intends. 

The Confession begins by establishing a biblical definition of marriage: Marriage is a lifelong covenantal 
union between one natural man and one natural woman. In any discussion of the nature of marriage, we 
must begin by first establishing a definition. Without a definition, we will talk in circles. Consider, in 
particular, the Genesis texts referenced (Genesis 1:27–28; 2:20–24), which Jesus cites in Matthew 19:4–6, 
and speak to the various elements of the Confession’s careful definition of marriage. 

Lifelong:    

    

    

Covenantal union:    

    

    

One natural man and one natural woman:    

    

    

Following your discussion of the above definition of marriage, how would you address the questions below. 

If God intends for marriage to be lifelong, is divorce ever permissible?    

    

    

    

If marriage is a covenant between two persons before God, is a state-sanctioned marriage license essential 
to the establishment of a marriage?    

    

    

    

What does it mean that a marriage should be entered into publicly and formally?   

    

    

    



“A Confessing Community: Studies in the Sola 5 Confession of Faith” 

Lesson 43: The Sola 5 Confession of Faith 9.4–9.5 

Appealing to Genesis 1:27–28; 2:20–24; Deuteronomy 24:1; and Matthew 19:4–6, the Confession 
establishes two purposes for marriage: (1) the mutual help of husband and wife, and (2) the propagation 
of the human race. Discuss these two purposes as you consider the supplied texts. 

The mutual help of husband and wife:    

    

    

The propagation of the human race:    

    

    

Given our definition of marriage, the observation that God has designed marriage for the propagation of 
the human race, and the affirmation that marriage is thus the basis of the family, which is the essential 
building-block of any stable society, how should we think about children being adopted into same sex 
unions, or by single parents?    

    

    

    

The Confession goes on to observe that, since marriage is a creation ordinance, its privileges and 
commitments apply to both believers and unbelievers. Should unbelievers pursue marriage in a church 
setting?    

    

    

    

The Confession observes that it is the duty of Christians to marry only in the Lord (1 Corinthians 7:39). This 
affirmation raises a number of interesting questions. 

Since Paul instructed that Christians should only marry “in the Lord” (1 Corinthians 7:39), it should be 
considered a sin for a Christian to ignore this and to marry an unbeliever. Does this mean that the Christian, 
who enters into such a marriage and later repents, should divorce his or her spouse?   

    

    

    

Since it is wrong for a Christian to marry a non-Christian, how should you respond to an invitation to a 
wedding between a believer and an unbeliever?    

    

    

    

“Christians who do not vocalise their objection to rampant divorce or to Christians marrying non-Christians 
have no right to object to same sex marriage.” Do you agree or disagree with this assessment? Why?   

    

    

    


