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Citizenship: Swedish 

 

Research and Teaching Fields: 
 Primary fields: Applied Microeconomics, Political Economy, Development Economics 

 Secondary fields: Experimental and Behavioral Economics 

  

Education: 
 PhD Economics, University of Gothenburg, Sweden, 2016 – May 2022 (paternal leave included) 

       Supervisors: Professor Randi Hjalmarsson, Professor Måns Söderbom, and Professor Fredrik 

Carlsson 

 M.A. in Economics (with distinction), Uppsala University, Sweden, 2014-2016 

 B.A. in Economics, University of Gothenburg, Sweden, 2006-2014         

 

Working Papers: 

 “Electoral Cycles, Foreign Policy, and Conflict Mitigation: Evidence from Contributors to UN 

Peacekeeping Operations” (Job Market Paper) [Full text] 

 “Echoes of Violent Conflict: the Effect of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict on Hate Crimes in the 

U.S.”, with Love Christensen [Abstract and media] [Full text] 

 

Research Papers in Progress:  

 “Evaluating a Comprehensive Pro-Environmental Behavioral Intervention: Evidence from a Large-

Scale Experiment in Sweden” 

 “Do Users of a Carbon Footprint Calculator Reduce Their Footprint?” with Fredrik Carlsson and 

David Andersson 

 Peer Effects in Transportation *Beyond the Seas*, with Randi Hjalmarsson and Anna Bindler 

 

Research Experience and Other Employment: 

 2015-2016 Department of Economics at Uppsala University  

Research Assistant for Assistant Professor Rita Ginja 

   

 2011-2014 Swedish Ministry of Finance, International Department 

Head of Section. Responsibilities included Swedish foreign policy formation on 

economic and financial affairs, as well as representation and negotiations 

primarily towards the IMF, the World Bank, and the EU Council of Ministers 

   

 2010 Swedish Representation to the EU, Unit for Economy and Finance, Brussels 

Intern. Work was related to negotiations in the Council of the EU. 
                                                      
* Updated on 2021-11-05 

http://www.jakobenlund.com/
mailto:jakob.enlund@econonomics.gu.se
https://sites.google.com/site/randihjalmarsson/
http://www.soderbom.net/
https://www.gu.se/om-universitetet/hitta-person/fredrikcarlsson
https://www.gu.se/om-universitetet/hitta-person/fredrikcarlsson
https://www.dropbox.com/s/mphiz74jx1jso0u/JMP_Enlund.pdf?dl=0
https://lovechristensen.com/
https://www.jakobenlund.com/research
https://gupea.ub.gu.se/bitstream/2077/68492/4/christensen_enlund_2021.pdf
https://www.gu.se/om-universitetet/hitta-person/fredrikcarlsson
https://www.chalmers.se/en/Staff/Pages/david-andersson.aspx
https://sites.google.com/site/randihjalmarsson/
https://sites.google.com/site/annabindler/home?authuser=0


2 

 

  

  

  

Teaching Experience: 

 2018-2019 Applied Economics and Trade (Undergraduate), University of Gothenburg, 

teaching assistant for Senior Lecturer Per-Åke Andersson 

 2018-2019 Macroeconomic theory (Undergraduate), University of Gothenburg, teaching 

assistant for Senior Lecturer Pelle Ahlerup 

 2018-2019 Basic macroeconomics (Undergraduate), University of Gothenburg, teaching 

assistant for Senior Lecturer Hans Bjurek 

 2017-2019 International Economics (Undergraduate), University of Gothenburg, teaching 

assistant for Senior Lecturer Per-Åke Andersson 

 2015-2016 Microeconomics and Macroeconomics (Undergraduate), Uppsala University, 

Teaching assistant 

   

Professional Activities: 

 Referee Service: Review of Development Economics, Journal of Environmental Economics and 

Management  

 Presentations: 2021: Association of Swedish Development Economists (ASWEDE) 

Conference (scheduled); Development Economics Seminar, University of 

Gothenburg; Center for Collective Action Research (CeCAR), University of 

Gothenburg; Oxford Development Economics Workshop 2021, University of 

Oxford; Brown bag seminar in Economics, Stockholm School of Economics; 

Internal PhD Conference, University of Gothenburg; Labor brown bag, 

University of Gothenburg. 2020: Development Economics Seminar, University 

of Gothenburg; Behavioral Economics Seminar, University of Gothenburg; 

Behavioral Lunch Seminar, Stendahls (Private company); Workshop 

Experimental Methods in Environmental Economics, Center for Collective 

Action Research (CeCAR) and Behavioral and Experimental Economics Group, 

University of Gothenburg. 2019: Internal PhD Conference, University of 

Gothenburg; Internal Labor Workshop, University of Gothenburg;  

 

Honors, Scholarships, and Fellowships: 

 2020 Jan Wallanders and Tom Hedelius Foundation 

With Fredrik Carlsson. Research grant (700 000 SEK)  

 2019 The Swedish Research Council for Environment, Agricultural Sciences and 

Spatial Planning (Formas) With Fredrik Carlsson, David Andersson, and Jonas 

Nässén. Research grant (3 601 098 SEK)  

 2018 Anniversary Foundation of the School of Business, Economics and Law 

With Love Christensen. Research grant (67 500 SEK)  

 2018 Kungliga Vetenskaps- och Vitterhets-Samhället 

With Love Christensen. Research grant (50 000 SEK)   

 2018 The Donation Board Scholarships 

Travel grant (20 000) 

 2017 Swedish-French Foundation. Travel grant (20 000 SEK) 

 

Technical Skills: Stata, Python, HTML, Applescript, ArcGis, SPSS, Latex 

 

Languages: Swedish (native), English (fluent), French (basic), German (beginner) 
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Department of Economics 

University of Gothenburg, Box 640, 

405 30 Gothenburg, Sweden 

Email: fredrik.carlsson@economics.gu.se   

 

 

Dissertation abstract 

My dissertation contains three chapters that study; i) the spill-over effect of electoral cycles on conflicts 

in foreign countries, (ii) the international spill-over effects of conflicts (Israeli-Palestinian) on hate crimes 

in the U.S., and (iii) the effect of a behavioral intervention, which informs individuals of the environmental 

footprint of their purchases, on their purchasing behavior. Though these questions may sound diverse in 

content, they are unified by a central theme: they all focus on global problems – the causes and 

consequences of conflict and climate change – that require international collective action. As an applied 

econometrician, I approach these questions utilizing both experimental and quasi-experimental research 

designs.  

 

In the first chapter of my thesis, “Electoral Cycles, Foreign Policy, and Conflict Mitigation: Evidence 

from Contributors to UN Peacekeeping Operations” (job market paper), I document electoral cycles in 

troop contributions to UN peacekeeping operations, and show how they hamper conflict mitigation. Using 

monthly data on all countries' contributions to UN missions between 1990-2019 that operate in the midst 

of fighting, I find that a national election decreases the probability of having any troops deployed by 13 

percentage points, and the expected number of troops deployed by around 125. For the top quartile 

contributors in the sample (≥891 troops), national elections also decrease deployments from other 

contributors, decrease overall mission capacity, and severely hampers mission performance. For each top 

contributor having an election, the probability of any battle-related fatalities increases by up to 25 

percentage points, and the monthly number of battle-related fatalities increases by around 60 fatalities. 

The results suggest that timely and adequately sized UN peacekeeping operations are reducing conflict 

intensity, and that electoral concerns can severely hamper international collective action to mitigate 

conflict. 

 

In the second chapter, “Echoes of Violent Conflict: the Effect of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict on 

Hate Crimes in the U.S.” (with PhD Candidate and Political Scientist Love Christensen), I shift my focus 

to the consequences of conflict, studying violent and criminal spill-over effects. Specifically, we ask if 

social identity ties facilitate the spread of violent conflict. We assess whether the Israel-Palestine conflict 

causes hate crime towards Jews and Muslims in the U.S using daily data between 2000-2016. We measure 

the timing, intensity and instigator in the conflict using the number of conflict fatalities and U.S. mass 

media coverage of the conflict. Analyses using both conflict measures find that conflict events trigger hate 

crimes in the following days following a retaliatory pattern: Anti-Jewish hate crimes increase after Israeli 

attacks and anti-Islamic hate crimes increase after Palestinian attacks. There is little evidence that the 

ethno-religious group not associated with the attacker is subjected to hate crimes. Moreover, the lack of 

an effect of non-violent conflict reporting suggests that hate crimes are not triggered by the salience of the 

https://sites.google.com/site/randihjalmarsson/
mailto:randi.hjalmarsson@economics.gu.se
http://www.soderbom.net/
mailto:mans.soderbom@economics.gu.se
https://www.gu.se/om-universitetet/hitta-person/fredrikcarlsson
mailto:fredrik.carlsson@economics.gu.se
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Israel-Palestine conflict in itself. Our findings suggest that victimization transcends the locality of the 

conflict, implying that violent conflict may be more costly than existing research suggests. 

 

The third chapter of my thesis sets off a research agenda that, like the first chapter, focuses on international 

collective action problems and impediments to the production of global public goods. The focus here is 

on climate change mitigation, often considered a global public good, but now from a bottom-up 

perspective that focus on contributions at the individual level.  

 

My primary project within this agenda, which was delayed due to covid-19, is to head a large-scale 

randomized control trial (RCT) evaluating a comprehensive app-based pro-environmental behavioral 

intervention. As such, this research agenda places itself in-between experimental, behavioral, and 

environmental economics. In this main project, called “Evaluating a Comprehensive Pro-

Environmental Behavioral Intervention: Evidence from a Large-Scale Experiment in Sweden”, I 

have acquired extensive funding to i) further develop and customize an app-based carbon footprint 

calculator (called “Svalna”) in line with available research on pro-environmental behavior, ii) customize 

a financial placebo app, iii) develop a digital infrastructure to run a large scale RCT on a representative 

sample of the Swedish population, and finally iv) implement the RCT over a period of 6-12 months. By 

letting app-users connect their banks, the carbon calculator enables me to identify the effect of the 

behavioral interventions in the app on actual behavior across all consumption domains, a unique feature 

compared to previous studies. Due to delays, induced by inter alia covid-19, the full scale RCT is expected 

to commence in the winter of 2021. 

 

In a related project, which is the third chapter of my thesis, I analyze the current pool of users of the above 

mentioned carbon calculator Svalna. In this paper, co-written with Professor Fredrik Carlsson and 

researcher and Svalna CEO David Andersson, we ask “Do Users of a Carbon Footprint Calculator 

Reduce Their Footprint?”. By employing a staggered adoption difference-in-difference design that is 

robust to treatment effect heterogeneity, we can evaluate whether self-selected users reduce their carbon 

footprint upon app-installation. As such, this paper can offer suggestive evidence as to what extent, and 

across what consumption domains, the app induces pro-environmental and climate change mitigating 

behavior, thus informing the large scale RCT. 

 


