
Sample Rubric for Presenting an Argument 
 

Trait 4 3 2 1 

Logos of 
Argument 

Contains clear and 
specific assertions, 
appropriate to the 
prompt, supported 
by logically 
compelling 
reasons. 

 

Contains 
appropriate 
assertions that 
provide some unity 
of direction, 
supported by 
relevant details. 

 

Contains vague 
assertions; lacks 
central focus; 
supports are 
frequently 
tangential, 
irrelevant, 
repetitive and/or 
simplistic. 

 

Makes no clear 
statement of main 

idea; lacks 
supporting detail 
or supports are 
irrelevant; uses, 
for the most part, 

some mode of 
discourse other 
than argument. 

Audience 
Awareness 

 

Successfully 
tailors argument to 
an appropriate 
audience. 

Shows good 
awareness of 

audience. 

Shows little 
awareness of 
audience or 
appears to 

misconceive them. 

Shows no 
awareness of 

audience or total 
misconception of 

them. 

Address of 
Opposing 
Views 

 

Effectively 
addresses and 
integrates at least 
one opposing 
view. 

Adequately 
articulates 
opposing 
argument(s) and 
attempts to 
address them. 

Shows little 
awareness of 
oppositions or 
misconceives 

them. 

Shows no 
awareness of 

oppositions or total 
misconception of 

them. 

Global 
Organization 
and Transitions 
 

Exhibits a global 
organization that is 
apparent and 
coherent, with 
consistent and 
effective 
transitions. 
 

Exhibits a global 
organization that is 
mostly coherent; 
transitions may 
occasionally be 
awkward but most 
are smooth. 

Exhibits limited 
coherence in 
organization; 

transitions often 
missing or 
awkward. 

Exhibits very little 
coherence in 

organization.  Most 
sentences poorly 

connected. 

Diction, Syntax, 
and 
Conventions of 
Standard 
English 
 

Demonstrates 
excellent control of 
language, 
including 
appropriate diction 
and syntactic 
variety, plus facility 
with the 
conventions of 
standard written 
English, but may 
have minor flaws. 
 

Demonstrates 
good control of 
language, 
including mostly 
appropriate diction 
and some 
syntactic variety, 
although language 
may occasionally 
be simplistic, over-
inflated, or cliched, 
and may have 
multiple minor 
errors in grammar, 
usage, and 
mechanics. 

Demonstrates 
limited control of 

language and 
clarity; simplistic, 
over-inflated, or 
cliched language 
may be frequent 
and may contain 

numerous errors in 
grammar, usage, 
and mechanics 
that undermine 

coherence. 

Displays serious 
lack of familiarity 

with the 
conventions of 

written language 
that interferes with 
meaning and may 

contain a 
pervasive pattern 

of errors in 
grammar, usage, 
and mechanics 

that interferes with 
meaning. 
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