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DECEMBER ‘31’, 2016 
 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

Resource mobilization- 
proposed Rail Safety 
Fund 
 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg1 Railways may bring in cess on tickets again) 
1. The Railways may bring back a cess on tickets to finance its 

proposed Rs.1 lakh crore Rail Safety Fund after a rise in 
derailments this year. 

2. Recently, the Railway Ministry requested the Finance Ministry to 
create a non-lapsable safety fund named ‘Rashtriya Rail 
Sanraksha Kosh’ worth Rs.1,19,183 crore. 

3. The fund is proposed to be utilised for track improvement, 
bridge rehabilitation, rolling stock replacement, human resource 
development, improved inspection system, and safety work at 
level crossing, among other things. 

4. Although the number of train accidents have reduced from 107 
in 2015-16 to 87 till December 27 this year, derailments have 
gone up to 68 this fiscal year from 51 in the previous one. 
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Note: - detailed discussion in class. 
Refer: - difference between cess and surcharge 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

Financial Stability 
Report 
 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 Managing risk in banks) 
The Economic Times (pg10 No Banking Cheer in the new year) 

1. Issue: -The Reserve Bank of India’s biannual Financial Stability Report 
has once again flagged the fact that risks to the banking sector 
remain worryingly “high”. 

2. Reason for high risk: - 

 continuous deterioration in asset quality, 

  low profitability and  

 Liquidity 
3. Previous report: - 

 There has been no perceptible improvement in the health of 
domestic banks, even six months after the RBI’s previous 
report had highlighted the sector’s high vulnerability on 
account of the increase in capital requirement and worsening 
asset quality. 

4. Possible impact: - 

 Any systemic risk to the banking industry has the potential to 
ripple across the entire economy. 

5. Other risks to banking sector: - 

 A survey, of experts and market participants, conducted by 
the RBI in October-November reveals that among 
institutional risks, credit growth and cyber risk were seen as 
two key “high risk factors”. 

6. Solution to institutional risks: - 

 Some measures have been initiated and others are in the 
pipeline, including a draft Financial Resolution and Deposit 
Insurance Bill to address bankruptcy situations in banks and 
other financial entities. 

7. Way forward: - 

 Viral Acharya, Deputy Governor overseeing monetary policy 
at the RBI, suggested that the “unhealthy parts of the 
troubled banks” could be separated from the healthier assets 
and put into a ‘bad bank’ to prevent systemic contagion. 

 With the RBI pointing out that banks saddled with bad loans 
were likely to remain “risk-averse” and find themselves 
lacking the capital needed to lend more to meet credit 
demand in the economy, the regulator and the government 
will need to work in close concert to expeditiously resolve 
this vital legacy issue. 

Note: - In detail to be discussed in class. 
About NPA discussed in class 

 

GS:2—IR 
 

Syria truce Source—The Hindu (pg10 A new dawn for Syria?) 
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1. Issue: -The ceasefire reached between Syria’s government and Opposition, 
with the mediation of Turkey, Russia and Iran, could be a turning point in 
the country’s civil war. 

2. Analysis of the above issue: - 

 Negotiation is sponsored by countries directly involved in the 
conflict.  

 The positive reaction from both the Syrian regime and rebel 
commanders to the announcement of the ceasefire by Russian 
President Vladimir Putin also suggests that the warring parties are 
willing to give diplomacy a chance. 

  For the Syrian government, this is an opportunity to announce it is 
ready for a peaceful settlement. 

3. Reason for convergence of interest for Turkey and Russia: - 

 Having seen the U.S. interventions in Iraq and Afghanistan, Russia 
doesn’t want to get stuck in Syria.  

 By promoting a negotiated deal, Russia could retain its core 
interests in Syria while at the same time projecting itself as a power 
broker in West Asia.  

 Turkey wants to limit the spillover effects of the war on its soil and 
stop Kurdish rebels from capitalising on the chaos in Syria. 

4. Above conditions alone may not produce sustainable peace. 
5. Challenges for peace talk: - 

 After the victory in Aleppo, the regime could now negotiate with 
the rebels from a position of strength.  

 For the rebels, the momentum is gone. Their support is limited to 
certain parts such as Idlib, Daraa and the outskirts of Damascus. The 
question they face is whether they should continue fighting a never-
ending war of attrition or seek to gain leverage from whatever 
military influence they are left with. 

 It is still not clear which rebel groups have agreed to the ceasefire. 
Turkey supports only some of the rebel groups, while several other 
groups get support from Gulf monarchies. There are jihadist 
elements as well in the Opposition, such as Fateh al-Sham, that 
could play the spoiler by carrying out attacks on government 
positions.  

 Besides, the Kurdish question remains unaddressed. If Kurds are 
invited for talks, Turkey might withdraw its support for the peace 
process. 

Note: - comprehensively covered in class 

 

GS:2—IR 
 

India—Singapore  
Amendment to 
DTAA 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg15 Singapore investors’ capital gains to attract tax in 
India) 
The Indian Express (pg17 India, Singapore ink revised pact to check round 
tripping) 

1. Issue: -India secured amendments to the Double Taxation Avoidance 
Agreement (DTAA) with Singapore, effectively closing one route of 
laundering domestic black money by “round-tripping” it from 
countries like Mauritius, Cyprus and Singapore. 

2. Amendment: - 
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 On the same lines as the amended pact with Mauritius, the 
tax exemptions for investors under the existing agreement 
will be discontinued from April 1, 2017.  

 Investments made before March 31, 2017, will be 
grandfathered, and after that, for two years, the capital gains 
will be shared half and half between the country of residence 
of investor and India.  

 Post-2019, the entire capital gains becomes exclusive to India. 

 Effective April 1, 2017, capital gains arising from investments 
made after April 1, 2017 will be taxed in India at half the 
domestic rate as in case of the amended Mauritius treaty and 
be fully taxable after April 1, 2019. 

3. Analysis of amendment: - 

 A significant apprehension about these pacts is the complete 
exemption of taxes on capital gains that investors could utilise 
in the name of double tax avoidance as these three countries 
had no capital gains taxes. “So the beneficiary would not pay 
any capital gains tax in India on the ground that the Singapore 
taxation rules would be applicable to them and there was no 
capital gains in those jurisdictions.” 

 This would set to rest the anxiety of the investors investing 
into India from Singapore. 

4. Status with other countries: - 

 The Centre had been trying to renegotiate the DTAA with 
Mauritius since 1996 and finally got a deal this May, and since 
the Singapore tax treaty was based on the same terms as 
Mauritius, efforts were afoot to re-negotiate the pact with 
Singapore. A similar treaty with Cyprus was amended in 
November. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

White label 
ATMs 
 
 
 

Source—The Indian Express (pg18 RBI allows white label ATMs to source cash 
from retailers) 

1. The Reserve Bank on Friday allowed White Label ATM Operators (WLAOs) 
to source cash from retail outlets as they are facing difficulties in getting 
cash from banks post demonetisation. 

2. About White label ATMs: - 

 White label ATMs are set up by private non-bank companies that 

own and operate their own brand of ATMs. 

 For this, WLAOs will have to enter into bilateral arrangement with 

retail outlets from where they desire to source cash based on their 

Board approved policy. 

 Sixty per cent of the cash sourced using such arrangement(s) shall 

be dispensed through WLAs located in rural and semi-urban areas. 
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JANUARY ‘1’, 2017 

 

summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

Infrastructure 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg15 Rs. 3 lakh cr. plan afoot to double airport capacity) 
1. Issue: -The Centre will require up to Rs. 3 lakh crore for doubling the 

airport capacity over the next 10 to 15 years. 
2. Current status: - 

 At present, out of 125 airports managed by Airports Authority of 
India (AAI), 69 airports receive commercial flights. 

 The existing airport terminals can handle 25 crore passengers per 
annum, according to AAI. 

3. Future plan: -new terminals are being planned at some of the existing 
airports such as Delhi and Bengaluru, greenfield airports may soon come 
up at places such as Patna and Guwahati. 

4. Aviation sector less attractive: - 

 Our regulations have made it difficult for developers to get 
adequate returns from operating airports. 

 Govt. action to make it attractive: the new Civil Aviation policy 
pushing for a fresh approach for calculating airport tariffs to 
attract investors, the Airport Economic Regulatory Authority 
(AERA) has initiated the process to abandon the single-till 
approach it has followed till date. 

5. About hybrid-till model: - 
The National Civil Aviation Policy (NCAP) 2016 has called for adopting a hybrid-till 
model for all airports under which 30 per cent of airport operator’s non-
aeronautical revenues would be used to subsidise airport costs. 

6. Under the single-till model, both aeronautical and non-aeronautical 
revenues are taken into account to calculate passenger fee. Apart from 
its core operations, airports earn income from the non-aeronautical side 
which includes food and beverages, duty-free shops, advertising, car 
parking and hotels. 

Note: - Detailed discussion in class 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

Challenges faced  
by IT sector 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg16 IT challenges to remain) 
1. Challenges are: - 

 the British vote to leave the European Union,  

 protectionism in the major markets including the U.S. which 
contributes to more than 60 per cent of the business,  
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 shift from traditional business model,  

 visa regulations and  

 also the emergence of new technologies like the Cloud, and 
Internet of Things among others. 

 more projects expected to be renewed in the coming year, 
there will be an intense fight between the providers to garner 
the pie of the market opportunity. 

 

GS:3—SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

The year of 
Personal 
genomics 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 The year of personal genomics) 
1. Benefits of personal genomics: - 

 It is possible to request online a test that can tell you your 
propensity to diabetes, autism, spondylitis and coronary heart 
disease. 

 Based on one’s genetic make-up, the tests can also provide 
information on global clinical drug trials and advise on the efficacy 
or toxicity of chemotherapy and/or radiotherapy as an additional 
service to physicians and patients. 

2. Unlike several countries such as the U.S., Qatar, the U.K. that have 
announced plans to undertake large projects to map genomes, the Indian 
government doesn’t yet have any major initiative. 

Note: - discussed in class 

 

JANUARY ‘02’, 2017 

 

summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:2—IR 
 

Deteriorating 
USA-Russia 
relationship 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 Obama’s parting shot at Russia) 
1. Issue: President Barack Obama’s decision to slap more sanctions on 

Russia and sack 35 diplomats from the U.S. is the latest flashpoint in the 
bilateral relations of the former Cold War foes.  

2. Reason: Though the immediate trigger for Mr. Obama’s action are the 
cyberattacks on Democratic Party systems, which U.S. intelligence 
agencies believe were carried out by Russians to influence the results of 
the presidential election. 

3. Possible impact: Mr. Obama’s policy will have long-term implications 
for U.S.-Russia ties. The rising tensions have reignited fears of a new 
Cold War. 

4. Challenges for newly elected President: 

 Given that President-elect Donald Trump had promised during 
the campaign to have better relations with Russia and closer 
coordination in the fight against the Islamic State, Mr. Obama’s 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/U.S.-slaps-more-sanctions-on-Russian-businesses/article16921290.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/U.S.-slaps-more-sanctions-on-Russian-businesses/article16921290.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/U.S.-formally-accuses-Russia-of-%E2%80%98cyber-attacks-campaign%E2%80%99/article15476210.ece
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last-minute intervention is being interpreted as an attempt to 
tie Mr. Trump’s hands. 

 If he goes completely against the Obama administration’s 
policies, he will upset the establishment, including leaders from 
his own party.  

 If he doesn’t, he will fail on his promise of reshaping ties with 
Russia and potentially raise tensions further.  

 Either way, Russia is back as a top challenge on the U.S. foreign 
policy landscape. 

 

GS:2—IR 
 

Analysis  
USA-Russia 
 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 Playing the angles, with Russia) 
1. Nature of relationship during Mr. Obama regime: -The relationship 

between the two has been an extraordinary one, producing a range of 
outcomes. At one end of the spectrum is the Iranian nuclear deal that both 
Russia and America agree has capped the Shia regime’s nuclear capabilities. 
At the other end is the collapse to abyss of Syria, a bloody and grim 
reminder of the limits of their cooperation. 

2. Russia’s concern w.r.t US during Mr. Obama regime: -  

 “The entire world has to pay a high price for the attempts of a 
limited number of countries to retain their global ‘leadership’ at all 
costs”, in a clear reference to the U.S and its North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) partners. 

 the NATO alliance is based on Cold War logic — or the pre-Islamism 
logic. In Warsaw in July, the last NATO summit during the Obama 
regime, resolved that the alliance has to deal with two distinct 
threats — on the east from Russia, and on the south and southeast 
from Islamist groups. 

 an aggressive US policy of systemic containment of Russia, which 
included the build-up of sanctions pressure, the deployment of  
Ballistic Missile Defence (BMD) components and provocative 
military activities on Russia’s western borders and in the Black Sea 

3. Hope from Mr. trump: - 

 He believes that NATO has to repurpose itself and focus on fighting 
Islamist threats. 

 Unlike Mr. Obama, Mr. Trump believes that Islamist terrorism is an 
“existential threat” to America, a point on which the Democrats and 
Republicans diverge. 

 The Obama years have witnessed an increasing closeness between 
Russia and China, and Mr. Trump wants to reverse that by tying up 
with the former. 

 Unlike Mr. Obama, Mr. Trump may have no problem in allowing the 
Assad regime in Syria to continue as a part of a settlement. 

4. The problem areas could be Iran and Afghanistan. Mr. Trump has 
repeatedly said he would scrap the Iranian nuclear deal. Mr. Putin, 
meanwhile, has been using Pakistan and Iran to strengthen Russia’s 
contacts with the Taliban in Afghanistan. 

5. Conclusion: -if Mr. Trump manages to reset America’s ties with Russia — 
which was attempted by the Obama administration with limited success — 
it could trigger a cascade of geostrategic realignments across the world. 
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GS:2—SOCIAL JUSTICE 
 

Reservation policy 
 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg11 Not just about a quota) 
1. A new survey called SARI, Social Attitudes Research for India, 

investigated what people in cities, towns, and villages think about 
reservations. 

2. Issue: -Reservation question has long evoked strong and passionate 
responses. People come to the debate with preconceived ideas and 
stands, and rarely change their minds. 

3. The survey indicates that a majority of the most educated and 
historically well-to-do communities in Delhi do not feel that people 
from marginalised groups should get government support for 
representation in social and public spheres. But why? 

4. Reasons for opposition: - 

 people say that jobs and seats in schools should be 
allocated on the basis of “merit,” they are referring to the 
fact that people from reserved categories are often given a 
concession of a few points on exams and in interviews. 

Counter point: - 

 The above view overlooks the important disadvantages 
that people from reserved categories face in going to 
school or getting a job today. 

 Reservation is a useful tool to level the playing field 

 Social transformation and building of economic and 
cultural capital takes time to be passed on from one 
generation to another. Children who grew up in a 
dominant caste household are often encouraged, 
supported, and helped to succeed by other members of 
their caste groups, while reserved category students 
rarely have such networks to draw on. 

 It is also important to reconsider what is meant by 
“merit”. Marginalized section has succeeded in the face 
of adversity, they bring a different and desirable kind of 
merit to a school or workplace. 

 Some opposed reservation because they believe in 
equality. 

Counter point: - 

 Reservation is a policy tool that promotes equality rather than 
undermines it.  

 The primary reason why reservation was written into India’s 
Constitution was to ensure representation of all social groups in 
positions of power. 

 Some oppose today’s reservations because they believe 
reservation should be made on the basis of income rather than 
social background. 

Counter point: - 

 Reservation is intended not to be an anti-poverty programme. 
The government has many programmes which are, in principle, 
accessible to all poor people.  
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 Reservation exists because, in addition to being more likely to be 
poor than general castes, Dalits, backward Muslims, and Adivasis 
face social discrimination and exclusion that poor people from 
general caste backgrounds do not face. 

 
 
 

5. Conclusion: - 

 Reservation is a policy tool that is used not only in India. In 
many countries, reservation or other types of affirmative 
action are used to try to overcome human prejudice based 
on race, gender, ethnicity, religion, caste or any other 
group identity, and to encourage representation of and 
participation by groups traditionally excluded and 
discriminated against. 

 One way to make these measures more acceptable and 
help people better understand the historic, social and 
cultural background behind reservation would be to 
educate children in schools about caste, ethnic, gender and 
regional diversities and the need for public policy 
interventions to make society more equal and fair. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

Resource mobilization 
 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg15 Hoarded black money to be converted 
into cheaper loans) 

1. The future agenda of the government is to channel the 
wealth that was previously being hoarded as black money 
into cheaper capital for affordable housing, women’s health, 
the agriculture sector, and medium and small enterprises. 

2. How: - 

 What was the shadow economy and black money 
has now lost its anonymity and come into the 
banking system. And obviously, it will mean the 
more lending capacity of the banks and the cost of 
capital will come down. 

 There will be more taxation receipts of the 
government, so the government’s ability to spend 
and support the spending will also increase. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

Impact of 
demonetisation 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg15 Demonetisation alters economy’s recovery path) 
1. Issue: -The Centre’s demonetisation move has hurt private 

consumption and impacted sectors such as real estate, automobiles 
and FMCG. 

2. Reason: -Demand has taken a hit, whether it is in automobiles, 
motorcycles, real estate, or construction. 

3. Demonetisation will have medium-to-long term benefits for the 
economy: - 
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 As an increasing share of economic activity gets formalised. 

 If this move has been successful in capturing a part of the 
informal, black economy, which is estimated to be 40 per cent 
of GDP, those numbers will now be reflected in the formal GDP 
numbers, so that will likely lead to an increase in the growth 
numbers. The effect could be an uptick in the GDP numbers in 
the third or fourth quarter. 

 But it could yield benefits in the medium- to long-term, 
provided follow-up measures are taken and there’s no return 
to an era of inspectors and tax terrorism. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

Packaging 
industry 
 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg16 Packing food, drugs at a blistering pace) 
1. Issue: -The Indian packaging industry, growing at a rate of about 10 per cent, 

is initiating major steps to develop innovative packaging for all segments, but 
mainly for pharmaceutical and food products. 

2. Aim: -to reduce the import of packaging materials and to produce those 
materials in India so that the country becomes self-reliant and emerges as a 
key supplier base for the world. 

3. Current status: - 

 India imports packaging materials of more than Rs. 360 crore per 
year for packaging of pharmaceutical products alone. 

 Developed countries use cold-form blister packaging for 
pharmaceuticals to keep products safe. 

 Currently, 80 per cent of cold-form blister packaging is imported. 

 Indian industries have developed packaging using isotropic polyester 
film on both sides which does the job and now have given it to 50 
pharmaceutical companies to do the testing. 

 Benefit: - if successful it will reduce import. 
4. Other achievements: - 

 Since India is one of the largest producers of agriculture products, 
mainly fruits and vegetables, maximum emphasis is now given to 
increase the shelf life of these products and to reduce wastage 
through innovative packaging. 

 As per rough calculations, up to 40 per cent of such produce gets 
wasted at farms due to lack of appropriate logistics and a cold chain. 

 To deal with this problem, the packaging industry has developed 
modified atmosphere packaging. 

5. Other concern: - 

 India has its own packaging standard in the form of BIS certification 
which is voluntary in nature but a far higher standard, at par with the 
developed world is in the works and would be made mandatory for 
packaging of products for the export markets. 

 The Union Commerce Ministry has constituted an expert committee 
comprising importers, players from the packaging industry and other 
experts to review existing standards and formulate new standards 
which will be implemented within a couple of years. 

Note: - discussed in class 
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JANUARY ‘03’, 2017 
 

summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:2—JUDICIARY 
 

BCCI Issue 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 The price of defiance) 
1. Issue: - BCCI president and secretary have been removed for defying the 

Supreme Court’s order to accept reforms suggested by a court-appointed 
committee. And its president, Anurag Thakur, now faces legal action for 
contempt of court as well as prosecution for perjury. 

2. Reason for removal: - Despite the court making the Lodha panel reforms 
binding on the BCCI through its July 18 verdict, the BCCI responded with 
obstructionist tactics and defiance. 

3. BCCI stand for not able to implement reform: - It cited as one reason 
difficulties in getting its affiliated State units to accept the reforms, but at 
the same time made at its Annual General Meeting in September some 
decisions that were not in tune with the panel’s recommendations. 

4. Supreme court recent action: -the Supreme Court is now going to appoint a 
committee of administrators to supervise the board’s affairs. 

5. Conclusion: - 

 It is not clear what course of action, if any, would now mollify the 
Supreme Court and help them escape its wrath.  

 A bitter lesson has indeed been taught, but it is uncertain if it has 
been learnt. 

 

GS:2—POLITY AND GOVERNANCE 
 

Army appointment 
controversy 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 All’s not well in the Army) 
1. Criticism of the appointment of the new Indian Army chief: - 

 breach a well-established tradition in a conservative and 
hierarchical institution like the Army, the government 
should have a convincing and compelling reason which it 
doesn’t seem to have.  

 the argument of merit is largely redundant at the topmost 
levels of an organisation where all officers are equally 
competent, failing which they wouldn’t have made it to the 
Lt. Gen. rank in the first place. 

 there are no objective criteria for deciding merit at the 
senior levels of the Army brass besides previous annual 
confidential reports and civilian considerations, both of 
which are subjective. 

 the argument that Gen. Rawat has the required experience 
in certain theatres is again beside the point because the 

http://www.thehindu.com/sport/SC-bowls-out-top-BCCI-bosses/article16979128.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/sport/SC-bowls-out-top-BCCI-bosses/article16979128.ece
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“Chief of the Army Staff” is not an operational commander 
but a coordinator and chief strategist. 

 non-traditional appointments without a compelling 
rationale set a bad precedent and could potentially lead to 
the politicisation of the armed forces. 

 
 

2. Other issues: - 

 The first in line becomes CDS, third in line gets the Army 
chief’s job. What about the second in line, Lt. Gen. 
Mohamed Ali Hariz, one of the very few Muslim officers to 
have become an Army commander? 

 The justification of Gen. Rawat’s appointment as stemming 
from his experience in dealing with insurgency is also 
indicative of the deeply entrenched tactical thinking within 
the government at the Centre. This then means that the 
BJP-led government considers anti-militancy and counter-
insurgency operations to be the fundamental job 
description of the Indian Army. Would the BJP-led 
government like to reduce the Indian Army to a counter-
insurgency force? 

 there is not much discussion about the issue of promotion-
related discrimination within the Army. Not only have 
infantry officers been getting appointed to the coveted 
positions in the top rungs of the Army, the chiefs often 
promote officers from their own regiments in a regrettable 
display of parochial loyalties. 

3. About Army’s promotion policy: - 

 its genesis in the Kargil Review Committee report which 
recommended that promotion to the Colonel and Brigadier 
levels should be made quicker so that younger officers can 
command battalions and brigades. 

 Thereafter the Ajai Vikram Singh Committee (AVSC) made 
some important recommendations in 2001 to restructure 
the officer cadre in the Army. 

 Among other things, it recommended the implementation 
of the Command Exit model (as opposed to the pro rata 
basis) for promotion to the colonel level. 

 While the pro rata basis gave advantage to the infantry and 
artillery (given their numerical superiority in the Army), the 
Command Exit model, which prescribed differentiated 
command tenures (that is, the length of the tenures of 
commanding officers i.e., colonels before promotion to the 
next level) for various arms, gives even more advantage to 
the Infantry. 

 This policy violated Article 14 of the Constitution. 
4. Way ahead: - 

 it is time to consider civilian oversight of the promotion 
process at the highest levels of the armed forces. 
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  However, civil servants in the MoD or the Appointments 
Committee of the Cabinet can’t alone be entrusted with 
that job. 

  Ideally, such high-level appointments should either be 
vetted by an empowered Parliamentary Standing 
committee on Defence or be decided by a ‘bipartisan’ 
Selection Committee composed along the lines of the one 
that selects the Central Bureau of Investigation chief and 
the Chief Vigilance Commissioner. 

Note: - detailed discussion in class 

 

GS:2—IR 
 

Terrorist  
attack in 
Turkey 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 New Year’s-eve tragedy in Turkey) 
1. Issue: - The New Year’s-eve attack on an Istanbul nightclub is yet another 

reminder of the rapidly deteriorating security situation in Turkey. 
2. Previous attack: - 

 Russian ambassador to Turkey was shot dead in Ankara by a lone 
gunman.  

 In 2016, there were dozens of violent incidents, both by the Islamic 
State and Kurdish rebels, which have raised questions about the 
government’s ability to provide even basic public security. 

3. Reason for attack: - 

 The country faces constant threats from the IS, a group that it once 
ignored.  

 The civil war with Kurdish rebels, which Mr. Erdogan might have 
hoped would curtail the nationalist ambitions of the Kurdish 
minority, is growing out of control.  

 Mr. Erdogan’s authoritarian tendencies and the crackdown on 
dissent and opposition parties are deeply polarising the country. 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 
 

Urban 
Development 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg11 The rediscovery of urban India) 
1. Analysis of previous urban development scheme: - 

 The Jawaharlal Nehru Urban Renewal Mission (JNNURM) 
launched in 2005 was no doubt the first concerted effort to 
make a difference to the urban chaos. 

  However, the JNNURM fell much short of intentions.  

 Out of the total of 1,631 projects sanctioned under this for 
improving urban infrastructure only 710 projects, i.e. 43 per 
cent, were completed during the 10 years. Why was it so? 

 With the ‘top-down’ planning, there was no sense of 
involvement in and ownership of new schemes by city and State 
governments. 

 project and investment approvals were being accorded in the 
last two quarters of a financial year causing implementation 
delays. 

2. Initiative to boost urban development: - 
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 Objectivity and transparency in selection of cities and allocation 
of central resources under new urban missions are now the rule 
of law. This is based on urban population and the number of 
statutory urban local bodies in each State. 

 Citizen participation in urban planning and project prioritisation 
are now made mandatory. Urban planning is now made ‘bottom 
up’. 

 States just can’t send half-baked and shoddy projects to union 
government as the financial year draws to a close. 

 Under the Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban 
Transformation (AMRUT) and Smart Cities Mission meant for 
improving urban infrastructure, there shall be a comprehensive 
assessment of infrastructure deficit before drawing up city-level 
action plans.  

 Cities have been empowered to add to their technical 
capabilities. 

 The first priority under AMRUT is to ensure water supply 
connections to the 2.25 crore urban households that are 
deprived of them, followed by improving sewerage networks, 
drainage and non-motorised urban transport. Developing one 
park in each city every year is mandatory. The Smart Cities 
Mission seeks to ensure core infrastructure, including health 
care and education, in an identified area besides improving 
service delivery across the city through information and 
communications technology-based solutions. The focus has 
shifted from a project-based approach to area-based outcomes. 

 cities are now vying for credit rating, which encompasses the 
entire gamut of urban governance, including the mindset of 
politicians and the city officials. 

 Pune and Ahmedabad are set to issue municipal bonds very 
soon. 

 Release of funds is now linked to progress of mandated 
governance reforms under all new urban missions including the 
housing mission.  

 Online integrated single-window clearance for construction 
permits is being put in place to improve ease of doing business.  

 Cities are now looking at public-private partnership. 
3. Achievement: - 

 Over 500 cities and towns have already become open 
defecation-free. Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat and Sikkim have 
already declared all cities and towns as open defecation-free as 
the Swachh Bharat Mission gains momentum as a people’s 
movement. 

 

GS:2—HEALTH 
 

child malnutrition and 
widespread  
discrimination against 
women 

Source—The Hindu (pg11 When women eat last) 
1. Stats: -About 4 in 10 children are stunted. 
2. Impact: -Children who are stunted do less well in school, earn 

less, and die sooner than children who are not. 
3. Causes of child stunting: - 
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 Addressing poverty and improving education would 
help, but development is not the only factor. 

  Poor sanitation spreads diseases that sap children’s 
energy and stunts their growth.  

 Also, the health of a child’s mother matters critically for 
whether or not the child is stunted. 

4. Importance of mother’s health: - 

 The first two years of life are the most important time 
for a child’s physical and cognitive growth. 

  During this time, she depends heavily on her mother 
for nutrition. As a growing foetus, she gets all her food 
from her mother’s bloodstream, and after birth, is 
ideally breastfed for at least six months. 

 many Indian women start pregnancy underweight and 
gain little weight during pregnancy. This leads to low 
birth weight babies, high rates of neonatal mortality, 
and less successful breastfeeding. 

  Women’s undernourishment contributes substantially 
to India’s unacceptably high rates of child stunting. 

5. Why are Indian women so malnourished?  

 Here, too, poverty and sanitation play a role. 

 widespread discrimination against women in their own 
homes likely plays an important role too. 

6. Nature of discrimination against women: - 

 In India, girls are less likely to survive infancy than boys, 
and if they do, parents invest less in their education. 

 Women are far less likely to work outside the home and 
have their own bank accounts than men. 

 women eat less or worse quality food than men 
because in households with a limited food budget, or 
where there is no refrigerator to store leftover food, 
the person who eats last very often gets less or lower 
quality food than people who eat before her. 

7. Way ahead: - 

 Government could do a lot more to promote gender 
equality. 

  Govt. could publicise and condemn this practice. 

  Govt. could also more aggressively pursue policies to 
address discrimination against women in other 
domains. 

  Encouraging girls’ education, discouraging dowry, 
supporting marriage choice, and encouraging female 
labour force participation would all give women more 
power to challenge this damaging practice. 

 

 

GS:2—POLITY 
 

Special courts 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg11 What is special about special courts?) 
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1. ‘special’ or ‘designated’ courts or judges, that is, courts or judges 
established to ensure effective trial and that have powers of district or 
sessions courts. 

Setting up a special court may require new infrastructure and facilities, 
whereas a designated court merely adds additional responsibilities to an 
existing court. 

2. It was found that only three statutes provided for special courts 
between 1950 and 1981, whereas between 1982 and 2015, 25 statutes 
mandated the establishment of such courts. 

Reason: -five-year period from 1982 to 1987 witnessed an unexplained 
spurt in the number of laws creating special courts. A similar increase was 
seen between 2012 and 2015. Several such courts were created in response 
to specific incidents. For instance, the 1992 securities scam led to the 
Special Court (Trial of Offences Relating to Transactions in Securities) Act, 
1992. The largest number of special/designated courts were created 
between 1982 and 1992. 
 

3. Issue: - But an examination of the laws that require setting up of 
special courts compared to the actual numbers that have been set up 
reveals the extent to which reality and intent are mismatched. 

Analysis: -Based on the nature of legislation and primary subject matter 
dealt with, we divided the statutes into five clusters of economic offences, 
regulatory offences, law and order, social justice, and national security. The 
objective of special courts has been unclear. It is not very revealing whether 
specific legislations which provide for special courts necessarily intend quick 
disposal of cases. The statutes which have been recently enacted, mostly 
those falling under the cluster of economic offences, have provisions for 
special courts although older legislation, like the Scheduled Caste and 
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989, or the Narcotic Drugs 
and Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985, have a huge backlog of cases 
waiting to be cleared. 
 
 

4. Conclusion: - 

 it is fairly conclusive that there is no exclusivity in ‘special courts’. 

 However, a striking absence of number of ‘special courts’ set up 
provides a glaring contrast to such an objective. Notably, in most 
instances where existing courts are designated as special courts, the 
original intent of speedy disposal of cases seems to have been 
defeated. 

Note: - discussed in class 

 

GS:3—SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

Defence 
 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg9 Agni-IV test a ‘grand success’) 
1. News: -Ballistic missile, Agni-IV, turning out to be a “grand success”. 
2. Fired the missile from a road-mobile launcher positioned on the Abdul Kalam 

Island, Odisha coast. 
3. About Missile: - 

 The two-stage, surface-to-surface Agni-IV can carry a nuclear warhead 
weighing one tonne over a distance of more than 4,000 km. 
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 Agni-IV has already been deployed by the Army.  

 It is 20 metres long and weighs 17 tonnes.  

 Solid propellants power its two stages. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 
 

Judicial 
power 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg1,12 SC extends judicial review powers) 
1. In case the apex court concludes that the President or the Governor was 

influenced by ulterior motives to promulgate the ordinance, such an act by the 
two constitutional authorities would amount to a fraud on their respective 
powers. 

2. The satisfaction of the President under Article 123 and of the Governor under 
Article 213 is not immune from judicial review. 

3. Repeated re-promulgation of the ordinances was unconstitutional after relying 
on the D.C. Wadhwa judgment on the dos and don'ts of promulgation of 
ordinances by another Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court in 1986. 

4. The requirement of laying an ordinance before parliament or the state 
legislature is a mandatory constitutional obligation cast upon the government. 

Note: - discussed in class 
Refer: - Laxmikant President and Governor Ordinance Making power 

 

 

 

JANUARY ‘04’, 2017 
 

summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:2—POLITY 
 

SECTION 
123(3) 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 Secularising the election; Two takes on democracy) 
1. Issue: -By a four-three majority, a seven-member Bench has ruled that 

according to Section 123(3) of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 it is 
a general prohibition on the use of religion or any other communal or sectarian 
value in the electoral arena. 

2. About Section 123(3): - 

 Section 123(3) of the Representation of the People Act, India’s 
omnibus election law, defines a corrupt electoral practice as follows: 
“The appeal by a candidate or his agent or by any other person with 
the consent of a candidate or his election agent to vote or refrain 
from voting for any person on the ground of his religion, race, caste, 
community....” 

 the dispute turned on a single pronoun, ‘his’, that was introduced in 
the 1961 amendment. 

3. Reason for the above decision/ points in favour: - 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/Seeking-votes-on-religious-basis-a-corrupt-act-SC/article16977220.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/Seeking-votes-on-religious-basis-a-corrupt-act-SC/article16977220.ece
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 That secularism is the bedrock of our democracy is undisputed. That 
the electoral process ought not to permit appeals to the electorate on 
these narrow grounds is equally beyond doubt. 

 It finds support in legislative history and our constitutional ethos. The 
purpose of the amendment was to widen the scope of the particular 
corrupt practice. Four out of seven judges held that the law was 
trying to achieve the purity of elections 

 In the view of the majority, an election that was fought and decided 
on these issues was a distortion of democracy. 

it was distorted because of two reasons:  
one, that for democracy to survive, there must be agreement on certain basic 
essentials “which could unite and hold citizens together”. Religion, language, caste, 
etc. were precisely the kind of divisive markers of identity that threatened this 
fragile consensus;  
 two, while democracy depended on voters exercising their franchise on the basis 
of rational thought and action, appeals to religion, language, and caste were 
inherently emotive and irrational in nature. 

 The Chief Justice held that secularism required the complete exclusion of 
religion from public life: “Religion can have no place in such [secular] activities 
for religion is a matter personal to the individual with which neither the State 
nor any other individual has anything to do.” 

 At the heart of the majority’s vision of the democratic public sphere was the 
ideal of abstract, universal personhood. To enter the public sphere as citizens, 
we must leave our messy markers of personal identity at the door, embracing 
our disembodied citizen-selves. And once in the public sphere, we must 
participate as rational individuals, deliberating about the public interest, 
unencumbered by the baggage of our religion, caste, language, or 
community. 

4. Points in against: - 

 There is a justifiable worry that a wider interpretation may lead to 
eliminating from the poll discourse political issues that turn on 
religion, caste or language. After all, this is a country in which sections 
of society suffer deprivation and historical injustices based on 
religious or caste identity. 

 The Constitution recognises the position of religion, caste, language 
and gender in the social life of the nation. Individual histories both of 
citizens and collective groups in our society are associated through 
the ages with histories of discrimination and injustice on the basis of 
these defining characteristics... [and] access to governance is a means 
of addressing social disparities. Social mobilisation is a powerful 
instrument of bringing marginalised groups into the mainstream. To 
hold that a person who seeks to contest an election is prohibited 
from speaking of the legitimate concerns of citizens that the injustices 
faced by them on the basis of traits having an origin in religion, race, 
caste, community or language would be remedied is to reduce 
democracy to an abstraction. 

 The dissent’s answer to the majority’s construction of the universal 
citizen was that such an individual did not, and could not, exist. 
Human beings are always situated within their social contexts, and in 
India, these contexts have been characterised by religion, language, 
caste, and community. 
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 And most importantly, it could not say to those who, for centuries, 
had been denied dignity and rights on the very basis of their caste, 
religion, language or community that they were now precluded from 
organising around those very markers to liberate themselves. 

 Do fair elections require that certain kinds of statements — such as 
appeals to religion, caste, and language — be taken off the 
campaigning table altogether?  

 Can the state prevent adult citizens from being exposed to certain 
ideas before they vote? 

 Does secularism mandate the complete exclusion of religion from the 
public sphere? 

5. Conclusion: - 
But the overall message is clear. It is left to the wisdom of judges dealing with election 
cases to draw the line between what is permissible and what is not, and look at the 
context in which some statements are made before deciding whether they constitute 
a corrupt practice. 
Note: - detailed discussion in class 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

Marginal 
cost of  
funds  
based  
lending  
rate 
(MCLR) 
 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 A nudge to borrowers) 
1. News: -The State Bank of India’s decision to cut its marginal cost of funds 

based lending rate (MCLR) by 90 basis points. 
2. Reason for the above move: - 

 The sharp slowdown in credit growth in the current fiscal year. 

 the country’s largest commercial lender is awash with funds held in current 
and savings account (CASA) deposits 

 Banks have thus found themselves in an unenviable situation where their 
liabilities (the money they owe depositors) have jumped sharply, while their 
assets (the loans they give) have instead almost stagnated. 

3. Benefit: - 

 With demand across sectors having taken a knock in the wake of the resultant 
cash crunch, the SBI’s decision to reduce borrowing costs is likely to spur some 
credit-fuelled buying including in sectors such as automobiles. 

 

JANUARY ‘05’, 2017 
 

summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 
 

Crime 
against 
women 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 Bengaluru’s night of horror) 
1. Issue: - Despite, the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2013, passed after 

national outrage over the Delhi gang rape of December 16, 2012, had 
sought to bring clarity to the continuum of sexual offences and to simplify 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/Seeking-votes-on-religious-basis-a-corrupt-act-SC/article16977220.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/Loans-to-be-cheaper-as-SBI-slashes-rate/article16973380.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/Loans-to-be-cheaper-as-SBI-slashes-rate/article16973380.ece
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procedures for women to bring them to the attention of the police, no 
complaint had been filed in Bengaluru incidence. 

2. Reason: - without an administrative ethos that does not flip an accusation 
on a woman and instead asserts a woman’s right to bodily integrity no 
matter where she is and what she is doing, no amount of law-making can 
significantly change things. This is the challenge before the Bengaluru police 
as they look for women to come forward and assist in the investigation. 

3. Solution: - To truly convince women that the state is on the same page, 
every crime against a woman must be regarded as a horror. 

 

GS:2—IR 
 

Diplomacy 
 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg11 Arms and the region) 
1. India’s concern w.r.t china 

 the enhanced aggressiveness of China 

 positioning air defence weapons on a reclaimed island in the South China 
Sea by china 

  forays by Chinese fighters and bombers over the East China Sea  

  even sending Chinese aircraft carrier Liaoning to Hainan via the Bashi 
Channel between Taiwan and Philippines 

Analysis: - 

 It may not be long before Liaoning makes its foray into the Indian 
Ocean.  

 If not for power projection (which is still some time away), it may be to 
just announce to the world that a new “world” power has arrived. 

 Though these activities are far removed from the India-China border, 
these developments can be co-related with the reorganisation of its 
military into Theatre Commands, local media hype about large-scale, 
“realistic” joint training exercises, and aggressive diplomatic reactions 
to events that impinge on its stated positions (the Dalai Lama’s visits 
to Mongolia, and later Arunachal Pradesh). 

Way ahead for India: - 
If Mr. Trump gets on the front foot with China, then it (the U.S.) would require 
India to be firmly with it. With its placing of India as a major defence partner 
and the Defense Technology and Trade Initiative (DTTI) in place, Indian 
planners would have to tread a narrow path between getting close to the U.S. 
and being classified as a major cog in the American scheme of things. The key 
dictum to follow would be to ensure that India’s interests are insured against 
reversals in power politics, as Pakistan faced to its discomfiture when the Cold 
War and the Soviet presence in Afghanistan ended. 

 
 

2. What India should do to prevent herself from isolation? 

 On this broad security canvas before India, there also lie the subtle but 
understated strokes of India’s relations in the neighbourhood.  

 Even as China and Pakistan make forays in these countries, especially 
with arms sales and economic aid, we can ill-afford to neglect them; they 
constitute our vital interests.  

 To be influential in world affairs, words need to be backed by deeds — 
claims of “historical cultural relations” do not work in realpolitik.  
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 Thus, the commitment to develop the Chabahar port in Iran gains 
importance, even as a new relationship develops between Russia, China 
and Pakistan.  

 The buzz is that this friendship is around China’s China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor initiative but astute observers can sense something 
more to be brewing.  

 Similarly, economic and military commitments to Afghanistan have to be 
met, the geographical disconnect notwithstanding. 

 

GS:2—POLITY AND GOVERNANCE 
 

River inter-
linking project 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg9 Ken-Betwa river-linking project faces new hurdle) 
1. Issue: -A new hurdle has come in the way of the marquee Ken-Betwa 

river interlink project in its terms of financing. 
2. The NITI Aayog (National Institution for Transforming India) has 

recommended that Madhya Pradesh contribute 40 per cent of the 
project cost, with the Centre contributing 60 per cent. The Ministry of 
Water Resources (MoWR) has opposed this and requested that 90 per 
cent of the funds be routed through the Centre. 

3. About project: - 

 The first ever inter-State river interlinking project. 

 Ken-Betwa project will irrigate the drought-prone Bundelkhand region 
but, in the process, also submerge about 10 per cent of the Panna Tiger 
Reserve in Madhya Pradesh, feted as a model tiger conservation 
reserve. 

 The first time that a river project will be located within a tiger reserve. 

 The main feature of the project is a 230-km long canal and a series of 
barrages and dams connecting the Ken and Betwa rivers that will 
irrigate 3.5 lakh hectares in Madhya Pradesh and 14,000 hectares of 
Uttar Pradesh in Bundelkhand. The key projects are the Makodia and 
Dhaudhan dams. 

 

GS:2—IR 
 

India- 
Bangladesh  
 
 
 
 

Source—The Indian Express (Despite history, geography) 
1. Geography has been crucial in determining the destiny of countries. But 

it remains far below its potential here. In the case of India and 
Bangladesh, geography has tied us so intricately together that any 
underestimation of both the potential for mutual prosperity — and 
mutual harm — can only testify to our collective foolishness. 

 Take the case of transit. India has been insisting on it for decades; now 
that it has come about, progress is slow, piecemeal and held back by 
pathetically low levels of investment. Instead of a comprehensive, multi-
model, transit accord or treaty, what we have are fragmented deals, 
totally lacking global vision. On both sides, river transit is being handled 
by one ministry, railway by another and road by yet another, with the 
attending inter-ministerial mismatch and bureaucratic delays. 

Solution: -our transit potentials were brought under one masterplan, with one 
vision and clear goals of improving trade, commerce and connectivity in all 
sub-regional, regional, trans-Asian and trans-continental aspects. Such a global 
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view would have generated the resources to realise the true potential of what 
we can achieve. 

 Water sharing also remains a core vexing issue. There is no new thinking 
on this matter. The problems between the central and the West Bengal 
government may be real, but to us, these appear more as an internal 
issue of India which should not affect our bilateral relations. 

Solution: - we need a comprehensive water management accord which will 
deal with all our common rivers 

 A new irritant is also the Rampal power plant whose location, near the 
Sundarbans, is a very serious concern for the environmentalists of 
Bangladesh, their fears shared by Indian counterparts. 

2. Past impact over present: - 

 The Farakka barrage was the first major cause of the rise of grassroots-
level anti-Indianism in the late eighties. 

 This barrage devastated the ecosystem of northwest Bangladesh, 
destroying thousands of acres of arable land, resulting in the rise of 
salinity in river and underground water. Only with the signing of the 30-
year Ganges Water Treaty in 1996 has some of its negative impact been 
mitigated. 

3. Way ahead: - Without fretting over lost opportunities and putting aside a 
litany of our mutual errors, we need to seize the opportunity that is 
before us. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 
 

The 
denotified, 
nomadic 
and semi 
nomadic 
tribes 
 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Indian Express (An unfortunate legacy) 
1. After Independence, the erstwhile aborigines were classified as scheduled 

tribes, the untouchables were classified as scheduled castes and others 
included in the backward classes. 

2. Issue: - Although, many of the denotified, nomadic and semi-nomadic tribes 
are spread among SC/ST/OBC, many are still not classified anywhere and 
have no access to socio-economic benefits, whether education, health, 
housing or otherwise… Except a few states like Maharashtra, Gujarat, etc., 
some of these communities figure in various classifications in the states such 
as Backward Tribe (Puducherry), Most Backward Classes (Tamil Nadu), 
Extremely Backward Classes (Bihar), “original settlers” in Arunachal Pradesh, 
Primitive Tribes (Jharkhand/ Odisha), Hill Tribes (Assam) etc. In some states, 
they are called “tribal settlers”. In some states, they are called “hidden 
tribes” etc. 

3. In 2016, the National Commission for Denotified, Nomadic and Semi-
Nomadic Tribes (NCDNT) made a recommendation to the Government of 
India to write to all state governments to form a district-level Grievances 
Redressal Committee under the District Collector to hear the grievances of 
these communities/groups/tribes.” 

4. These communities/tribes account for nearly 10 per cent of community’s 
population. 
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JANUARY ‘06’, 2017 

 

summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:3—BIODIVERSITY 
 

cruelty-free 
alternatives 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg5 Ban on import of exotic skins) 
1. News: -The Directorate General of Foreign Trade has banned the import 

of skins of reptiles and fur of minks, foxes and chinchillas. 
2. Benefit: -will spare the lives of tens of thousands of animals from the 

exotic leather industry 

 

GS:2-- POLITY 
 

Rape definition  
controversy 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg9 SC asked to resolve conflict over ‘rape’ definition in 
two laws) 

1. News: -Conflict over ‘rape’ definition in two laws. 
2. According to IPC: - 

 An exception to Section 375 (rape) in the IPC allows a man to 
go scot-free despite having sex with his 15-year-old ‘wife’. 

 This exception ensures that he will not be charged with rape 
even though child marriage is a crime. 

3. According to Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act of 
2012:  

 POCSO has specific penal provisions against ‘penetrative 
sexual assault’ and ‘aggressive penetrative sexual assault’ on 
children below 18. 

 The benefit of a Special Act (POCSO) is not afforded to 
children when they are in married relationship but over the 
age of 15. Therefore, a child’s status as a child till she attains 
the age of 18 is denied to her once she is forcefully or 
otherwise wed. 

4. It is estimated that 47 per cent of children in India were married off 
before they turned 18, according to the United Nations. 

5. The IPC terms children as those aged under 15 years while POCSO 
terms children as those aged under 18. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 
 

Political Party  
symbol row 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg12 How will EC decide on the party symbol row in SP?) 
1. The Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) Order, 1968 

empowers the EC to recognise political parties and allot symbols. 
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2.  Under Paragraph 15 of the Order: - 

 it can decide disputes among rival groups or sections of a 
recognised political party staking claim to its name and symbol. 

 the EC is the only authority to decide issues on a dispute or a 
merger. The Supreme Court upheld its validity in Sadiq Ali and 
another vs. ECI in 1971. 

3. Factors considered to recognise one group as the official party: - 

 The ECI primarily ascertains the support enjoyed by a claimant 
within a political party in its organisational wing and in its 
legislative wing. 

4. The ECI may decide the dispute in favour of one faction by holding that 
it commands enough support in its organisational and legislative wings 
to be entitled to the name and symbol of the recognised party. It may 
permit the other group to register itself as a separate political party. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

New norms likely  
for top PSU bank 
posts 
 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg15 New norms likely for top PSU bank posts) 
1. The Banks’ Board Bureau is working to ensure that leadership roles 

in state-run banks would only be given to those with at least six 
years of service left. 

2. Objective of the above move: - 

 An attempt will be made to introduce accountability in the 
system, to ensure that you appoint a whole-time director or 
a CEO (chief executive officer) at an age where he has got a 
minimum of six years more to go in the institution so that 
he can be held accountable for the decision. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

Trade infrastructure 
for export scheme 
(TIES) 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg16 Export infrastructure scheme on the anvil) 
1. The Centre will tie up with the States to soon roll-out a new 

scheme called ‘TIES’ — or Trade Infrastructure for Export 
Scheme — to boost export infrastructure. 

2. About scheme: - 

 the States must develop their own export strategy in 
alignment with the national foreign trade policy, as well 
as enhance co-operation with Central agencies to set up 
common facilities for testing, certification, trace-back, 
packaging and labelling. 

3. A need to diversify our services exports: - 

 Areas like medical tourism, nursing and healthcare, 
education, audio-visual media have an excellent 
potential that can be harnessed.  

 For this, we need to develop the right competencies like 
language skills for the East and North East Asian 
markets. 

4. The Centre has decided to soon bring out a Logistics 
Performance Index to rank states on steps taken to facilitate 
trade and improve logistics. 
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GS:2—GOVERNANCE 
 

Need of police  
reform 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg11 Keeping the streets safe) 
1. The traditional notion of police professionalism was dead, and that 

the plea for ‘policing with consent’ must be rethought. 
2. Lacunae in current policing: - 

 an element of failure on the part of city police intelligence: - 
The local police stations could have possibly made an 
assessment late in the afternoon so that extra policemen 
could have been directed to localities where the crowds 
were pouring in. 

 The police were reluctant to use force against the antisocial 
elements. Policemen at the spot are shy of employing strong 
methods without the approval and direction of senior 
officers. 

 There is the other factor of inadequacies of police leadership 
that have become glaring over the years. They look up to the 
Chief Minister or Home Minister for approval of even minor 
and routine field decisions. Even where there is an 
enlightened Chief Minister who stays away from field 
decisions, a weak DGP or Police Commissioner takes no 
chances. 

3. Need of the hour: - 

 new institutions within the police so as to draw benefit from 
public inputs, accompanied by the engendering of a new 
professionalism based on rigorous evaluation of existing 
strategic and managerial policies.  

 Reliance should be more on institutional wisdom and 
memory rather than on individual experiences. 

 In specific terms, what is required now is to restructure 
existing police arrangements for special occasions such as 
New Year celebrations. 

 New methods of training will certainly help, but only 
moderately. Imaginative day-to-day interaction on the 
subject between the higher echelons and policemen at the 
grass-roots level will alone help. 

 

GS:3—SECURITY 
 

Fake News  
and its 
consequences 
 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 Being factual in the post-truth era) 

1. Issue: -While the news may be fake, its impact is real and potentially far-
reaching. 

2. Impact of fake news: - 

 Pakistan’s Defence Minister recently threatened Israel with a 
retaliatory nuclear attack, in response to a fake news report that 
the Israelis had said they would use nuclear weapons against 
Pakistan if it sent ground troops to Syria. 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/Pak.-Minister-threatens-to-nuke-Israel-over-fake-news/article16943026.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/Pak.-Minister-threatens-to-nuke-Israel-over-fake-news/article16943026.ece
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  Earlier, a man fired an assault rifle in a pizzeria in Washington, 
D.C. after reading online that it was involved in a child trafficking 
ring linked to Hillary Clinton.  

 In India, a fake story said there was a GPS tracking chip 
embedded in the new Rs.2,000 note.  

3. Fake news — the deliberate creation of factually incorrect content to 
mislead people for some gain — is becoming an increasingly serious 
problem. 

4. Source of fake news: - Everyone with an Internet connection and a social 
media presence is now a content generator. 

5. Proposals: - 

 Germany is considering imposing a €500,000 fine on Facebook if 
it shares fake news. 

 an Italian regulator has asked European countries to set up an 
agency to combat fake news. 

6. Challenges to the above proposal: - 

 The danger is that instruments to identify fake news could 
become muzzles on opinion and speech. 

7. Way ahead: - 

 Therefore, while such regulation is needed, it is vital that it 
comes from within.  

 Social media and news organisations can regulate themselves at 
different levels, most importantly through rigorous internal 
editorial and advertising standards. 

  Industry-wide measures, such as adherence to a charter of 
standards on fake news and imposition of fines on organisations 
falling short of these, could be done.  

 Meanwhile, the broad contours of what constitutes fake news 
need to be defined.  

 News and social media companies have a moral responsibility to 
ensure that they do not, directly or otherwise, deliberately 
misrepresent the facts to their audiences and pass them off for 
news.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/No-electronic-chip-in-Rs.-2000-notes-RBI/article16440933.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/No-electronic-chip-in-Rs.-2000-notes-RBI/article16440933.ece
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Summary of articles of The Hindu, The Indian express and  

The Economics Times relevant for UPSC 

 

JANUARY ‘7’, 2017 
 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

Issue related to 
growth 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg1 GDP growth expected to be slower at 7.1% this year) 
1. News: -India’s gross domestic output is expected to grow at a slower 

pace of 7.1 per cent in 2016-17 compared to the 7.6 per cent clocked 
in the previous year. 

2. But this doesn’t factor in the impact of the Centre’s decision to scrap 
high-value currency notes on November 8. This estimate is largely 
based on data from the first seven months of the year. 

3. Sector wise stats: - 

 The gross value added (GVA) is estimated to grow 7 per cent in 2016-
17 compared with a growth rate of 7.2 per cent in 2015-16.  

 The agriculture sector saw significant growth with its GVA estimated to 
grow 4.1 per cent in 2016-17 up from 1.2 per cent in the previous year.  

 The service sector in aggregate is expected to grow 7.9 per cent in 
2016-17, slower than the 8.1 per cent seen in the previous year. 

 Manufacturing, on the other hand, is expected to witness a slowdown, 
with the sector’s GVA to grow 7.4 per cent in 2016-17 down from 9.3 
per cent in 2015-16. 

 The projection also factors in a huge jump in Government Final 
Consumption Expenditure, which is expected to grow 23.8 per cent in 
2016-17 compared with 2.2 per cent in 2015-16, part of which could 
be on account of rise in wage and salary payments. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

EPF pension 
scheme 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg1 Aadhaar now mandatory for EPF pension scheme) 
1. News: -The Labour Ministry has made obtaining an Aadhaar number 

mandatory for 2.5 crore members of the Employees’ Pension Scheme 
of 1995. 

2. Reason: - to avail pension and membership to the Employees’ Pension 
Scheme. 

3. About scheme: - 

 At present, the minimum pension under EPS is Rs. 1,000 per month 
and an employee can receive pension only after a minimum 10 years 
of service. 
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 The Centre contributes 1.16 per cent of the employee’s salary towards 
the scheme along with employer contribution of 8.33 per cent of the 
salary. 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 
 

Plantation 
Labour issue 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg16 Centre plans to amend Plantation Labour Act) 
1. News: - The Centre is planning to amend the Plantation Labour Act 

(PLA), 1951 in a major way to exclude ‘in –kind’ components being 
regarded as wages. 

2. Reason: - Accordingly, a large section of the mainstream tea industry 
bears the cost of providing various benefits either subsidised or free. 
These include rations, housing, education, firewood and medical 
facilities. The industry does not pay statutory minimum wages, saying 
that the monetised value of the facilities provided compensates for 
this. 

3. Other issues with the act: - 

 A 2009 Report of a Committee on the Cost Competitiveness of India 
Tea Industry, too had pointed out that the PLA had added to 
production costs and lowered competitiveness. 

 Any additional burden would kill the small growers-cum-owner 
segment. 

4. Current status: - The tea industry is the largest among the plantation 
sectors (which includes coffee, rubber and spices). 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

Budget 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg16 Railways may get 6% increase in Budget) 
1. News: -The Finance Ministry may grant the Indian Railways a more than 

six per cent increase in gross budgetary support to Rs. 48,000 crore. 
2. the Finance Ministry had pointed out that the Railways won’t have to pay 

any dividend from the coming year. 
3. The dividend waiver will allow the Railways to step up investment 

towards track renewal, maintenance, station improvement and 
passenger amenities. 

4. The Indian Railways meets its planned expenditure through a 
combination of GBS, market borrowings and internal revenue 
generation. 

5. However, the Committee noted that annual plan sizes of the Railways 
had been disproportionate in the last four years due to lower generation 
of extra budgetary resources, lower materialisation of internal resources 
along with lower allocation of gross budgetary support. 

6. India is having a the world’s fourth largest railway network. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

Manufacturing 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg15 Tighter norms for e-manufacturing sops) 
1. The Centre is likely to reduce the time frame down to five years for 

companies to avail sops in a scheme to boost electronic product 
manufacturing in the country. 
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2. Current status: - the Modified Special Incentive Package Scheme (M-
SIPS) provides for subsidy on investments made within 10 years of the 
project getting approved. 

3. About M-SIPS  

 It was notified in 2012 for both new and expansion projects to attract 
investments in electronic manufacturing.  

 The scheme provides for capital subsidy of 20-25 per cent, besides 
reimbursement of countervailing duty/excise for capital equipment for 
the non-SEZ units and also reimbursement of central taxes and duties 
for some of the high capital investment projects. 

 The scheme was initially opened for three years till July 2015, and was 
later extended till July 2020. 

4. About Electronic Hardware Industry: -  

 The electronics hardware production in India in 2014-15 is estimated 
at $32.46 billion, representing a share of about 1.5 per cent in world 
electronic hardware production. 

  During the year, domestic consumption of electronic hardware was at 
$63.6 billion, of which imports accounted for 58 per cent. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

Demonetisation 
issue 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 When banks are awash with cash) 
1. Analysis of a 50 days: - 

 First concern The government underestimated the capacity for 
inefficiency and wrongdoing of our commercial banks, but also 
appears to overestimate their ability to turn around a shocked 
economy. 

Evidence— 
money meant for release to the public in exchange for the old notes being 
siphoned off to the influential and those with the capacity to pay for this. 

 the demonetisation, held out by the government as a means to ending 
corruption, faltered at the very outset. 

 So, the demonetisation meant to eliminate black money led directly to 
a black market for currency notes. 

 Second concern What is far more unfortunate though is that the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has got embroiled in the mess. Not only 
has it managed the transition with extraordinary incompetence, its 
Governor having announced on November 8 that it had “ramped up” 
production of the new notes, but its officers have had to be suspended 
for abetting money laundering. The public had viewed the RBI as 
above the sectarian calculations of the political class and the brazen 
corruption associated with the government machinery. 

2. Govt stand (benefit of demonetisation): - 

 A larger volume of deposits will spur lending and increase investment 
and once most of the cash has “come into the system”, financial 
transactions can be tracked by the government. 

Counter view to govt stand: - 

 the volume of lending will be determined by the demand for loans. 

 It had first been noticed in the U.S. during the 1930s. The rate of 
interest fell but private investment did not increase, precisely 
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because there was a paucity of willing borrowers. It is this that had 
led Keynes to characterise the use of monetary policy to revive an 
economy as “pushing on a string”. Or, you may recall the proverb, 
“you can take the horse to the water but you cannot make it drink”. 

 Credit growth had been sluggish even before November 8. In fact, 
private gross fixed capital formation has been depressed for a 
couple of years at least, even though the RBI has lowered the policy 
rate twice in 2016. This had led the World Bank to remark that 
recent growth in India was being driven, quite unusually, by public 
investment and private consumption. 

 Banks had piled up bad loans termed non-performing assets (NPAs). 

3. Challenge before bank and economy: - 
The timing of the announcement of a lower lending rate by the State Bank of 
India (SBI) should leave us wary of the possibility that the government will 
exert pressure on the banks to lend to boost demand and raise the level of 
activity in the economy. A ‘political business cycle’ with government pump-
priming the economy before elections is said to occur in western democracies. 
In India, the government has an extra lever in the form of a nationalised 
banking sector that can be forced to dance to its tune. The very poor lending 
decisions of public-sector banks commencing in UPA II have resulted in a high 
level of NPAs. Hopefully at least now the RBI will caution banks against 
‘throwing good money after bad’ to please their political bosses. 

4. Way ahead: - 
To reverse the situation as mentioned in counter view, the macroeconomic 
strategy should now make use of fiscal policy. An occasion is presented by the 
budget for the year 2017-18. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 
 

Ordinance 
issue 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 Clamping down on ordinance raj) 
1. Issue: -The verdict of a seven-member Bench of the Supreme Court breaks 

new ground in highlighting the constitutional limitations on the cavalier 
resort to ordinances. 

2. Background: - 
The Supreme Court had already declared in 1986, in D.C. Wadhwa, that repeated 
re-promulgation of ordinances was unconstitutional. 

3. Current judgement: - 

 Now, in Krishna Kumar Singh v. State of Bihar, it goes deeper and concludes 
that the failure to place an ordinance before the legislature constitutes 
abuse of power and a fraud on the Constitution. 

 The court can go into whether the President or Governor had any material 
to arrive at the satisfaction that an ordinance was necessary and to 
examine whether there was any oblique motive. 

4. Advantage of the judgement: - 
Ensure that the constitutional propriety, legislative control over lawmaking and the 
larger ethical basis for the exercise of power in any circumstance. 

5. Purpose of the ordinance: - 

 ordinances should be issued only to meet certain exigencies and under 
compelling circumstances. 

 For example: -A dysfunctional House sometimes constitutes a compelling 
circumstance in itself. 
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6. The temptation to use the power vested in the President and the 
Governors under Articles 123 and 213 of the Constitution is generally a 
result of one of the following three reasons:  

 reluctance to face the legislature on particular issues 

 fear of defeat in the Upper House where the government may lack the 
required numbers 

 the need to overcome an impasse in the legislature caused by repeated and 
wilful disruption by a vociferous section of the Opposition. 

7. Role of judiciary and legislature wrt ordinance: - 
The courts can only define the boundaries between the use and abuse of power, 
but it is up to parties in the legislature to observe the limits of constitutional 
propriety and show that they have both the time and the will to enact laws. 

 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 
 

Larsen C-
ice shelf 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg20 Vast iceberg poised to crack off Antarctica: scientists) 
1. A vast iceberg, expected to be one of the biggest ever recorded with an area 

almost the size of the U.S. state of Delaware or the Caribbean island state of 
Trinidad and Tobago, is poised to break off Antarctica. 

2. A rift, slowly developing across the Larsen C ice shelf on the Antarctic 
Peninsula in recent years, expanded abruptly last month, growing by about 18 
km (11 miles). It is now more than 80 km long with just 20 km left before it 
snaps 

 

GS:2—POLITY AND GOVERNANCE 
 

Universal 
Basic 
Income 
(UBI)—
Better tool 
to reduce 
poverty 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Indian Express (pg15 No proof required: Financing basic income for 
the bottom 50 per cent) 

1. Problem with poverty alleviation policies in operation i.e. PDS and 
MGNREGA: - 

 PDS study has proven Rajiv Gandhi right in his (informed) 1985 conjecture 
that no more than 15 per cent of PDS food distribution reaches the poor. 
What is not well recognised, especially by persistent PDS advocates, is that 
only 50 per cent of food procured and stored by the government reaches 
anybody, rich or poor. Where does this 50 per cent go? Towards the 
generation of black income for corrupt officials, liquor manufacturers, food 
mills, etc. 

  Ditto with the MGNREGA programme where jobs (and income) are 
allocated to ghost workers and panchayat leaders.  

 Together, the black income generated by these two programmes is over 
one per cent of GDP, or Rs 175,000 crore. 

2. Way ahead: -A logical expansion of the DBT is the policy of Universal Basic 
Income (UBI), a guaranteed minimum income to all (population, adult, 
worker or variant thereof). 

3. Concern raised: -But should income transfers be universal, to every 
individual in the economy, or targeted to specific individuals? And should 
the government continue to pursue schemes like PDS and MGNREGA, or 
should such wasteful and corrupt government schemes be scrapped, so 
that deserving individuals can get more? 

4. Stats according to the author: - 

http://indianexpress.com/about/rajiv-gandhi
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 The Tendulkar poverty level in 2016-17 is no more than nine per cent of the 
population. 

 The defining line for the absolute poor should not be absolute — it should 
increase with the level of per capita income and should include the lower 
middle class. The Tendulkar definition of poverty is now obsolete; it 
captures too few of those deserving income transfers. 

 A poverty line some 22 per cent higher (Rs 1,525 per person per month) 
than the equivalent Tendulkar poverty line of Rs 1,250 for 2016-17 yields a 
national poverty rate of 20 per cent. The average poverty gap with the 
higher poverty line is about Rs 300 per poor person per month. The poverty 
gap is defined as the difference between the average consumption level of 
the poor and the relevant poverty line.  

 To reduce this new absolute poverty level (20 per cent of population) to 
zero, the government needs to transfer, on an annual basis, Rs 1 lakh crore 
(lc), only 0.7 per cent of GDP. At present, via PDS and MGNREGA, the 
government spends Rs 1.75 lc (PDS 1.35 lc and MGNREGA 0.4 lc). 

5. So, here is an efficient way for the government to eliminate poverty on an 
ongoing basis, and to help the lower middle class as well. The 
demonetisation policy will allow increased personal income tax collections, 
possibly around Rs 1 lc to Rs 1.5 lc annually. Thus, Rs 3 lakh crore is 
available with the government for redistribution if it decides to scrap PDS 
and MGNREGA. Besides, if the government is serious about rooting out 
corruption, no better place to begin. Income tax and data on consumption 
of automobiles and two wheelers can easily help the government target 
the bottom 50 per cent. 

6. Without any strain on the budget, the government can transfer Rs 3 lakh 
crore to 265 million people, or approximately Rs 1,000 per person per 
month. This will result in a 50 per cent increase in consumption for the 
(median) 50th percentile consumer; and a 65 per cent increase for the 25th 
percentile consumer. The PDS scheme, at best, transfers Rs 160 per month 
to each person, rich or poor, lucky enough to receive the transfer (a 
subsidy of Rs 20 for each kg of PDS food consumed). 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

Growth  And 
development 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Indian Express (pg15 Leaping from a strong foundation) 
1. Strong fundamentals of Economy achieved till 2016: - 

 The passage of GST, 

 the Bankruptcy Code 

 constitution of the Monetary Policy Committee. 

 Reduction in retail inflation 

 compression of the twin deficits 

 India’s ranking in the Global Competitiveness Index for 2016-17, 
released by the World Economic Forum, improved 16 places to 39, the 
fastest improvement among 138 countries surveyed. 

 M&A activity in India rose to $70 billion across 1195 transactions in 2016 

 India is fast becoming an active incubation centre for e-commerce with 
such ventures expected to reach 10,500 by 2020, as per NASSCOM.  

 With a policy thrust on programmes like Digitisation and Start Up India, 
we are witnessing an entrepreneurial economy characterised by DICE —
Design, Innovation & Creativity-led Entrepreneurship. 
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 The advent of the JAM (Jan Dhan, Aadhar and Mobile) Trinity is a silent 
revolution that will transform India. 

  As gateways like the recently launched UPI platform gathers mass in 
2017 

 Demonetisation 
2. Benefits to get in 2017 and later: - 

 boost household financial savings 

 enhance the monetary policy transmission mechanism 

 help in establishing a transparent financial trail for economic 
transactions. 

 The year 2017 will also be important as the introduction of new IFRS 
accounting norms will kick in. While this may lead to some tightening in 
capital provisioning, the overall system is expected to gain with better 
disclosures, transparency and robustness. 

3. Challenges: - 

 The banking sector continued to face challenges due to lack of recovery 
in asset quality, capital constraints and sluggish profitability. 

 Possible solution to banks: -Demonetisation will incentivise financial 
inclusion. A moderation of the currency in circulation will help lower the 
cost of handling cash, the bankruptcy framework will help ensure a 
quicker resolution of stressed assets, and the GST framework will 
further the formalisation of the economy while stimulating consumption 
and investment. 

JANUARY ‘8’, 2017 
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GS:2—IR 
 

India-
Myanmar 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg9 India-Myanmar border trade hit) 
1. Issue: -Border trade between India and Myanmar, legalised in 1995, has 

virtually come to a halt. 
2. Because of: - 

 recurring blockades, recently the ongoing economic blockade imposed by the 
United Naga Council since November 1 is no different, bringing trade almost 
to a standstill. 

3. Other reason for halt: - 

 general strike  

 other forms of disturbances. 

 highway robberies and  

 rampant extortion by militant outfits 
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India-
Portugal 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg12 India, Portugal sign defence agreement) 
1. News: -In a bid to boost joint production and development of niche weapons 

systems, India and Portugal entered into a defence agreement. 
2. Apart from the agreements on defence, visa-free travel for diplomats and 

marine research, both sides also issued a separate declaration for cooperation 
in third country.  

3. Why India needs Portuguese: - 
Underscoring the substantial opportunities in India’s defence sector and the niche 
technological competencies of the Portuguese defence industry, India invited 
Portuguese companies to ‘Make in India’ and set up joint ventures and commercial 
partnerships based on joint production and technology transfer 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

International  
Business  
Report (IBR)  
survey 
 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg16 Indian companies optimistic of economic recovery in 
2017) 

1. India continues to stand out as the one economy which has huge 
potential to continue to grow and this is reflected in the survey where 
Indian businesses are most optimistic and high on expectations of 
increasing revenue, employment, profitability. 

2. Requires that the policy makers to look at (Reform needed in): - 

 unleashing the next generation of reforms i.e. GST 

 mostly focussed on ease of doing business 

 minimum government, maximum governance 

 requires a change in mind-set among the policy makers 

 implementing reforms in the legal system and contract enforcement 
(India’s poorest ranking is in contract enforcement in the doing business 
ranking). 

 increase in investment in R&D activities. 
3. Challenges to Indian Businesses: - 

 lack of strong ICT infrastructure 

 shortage of orders 

 unavailability of workforce 

 shortage of finance 

 regulations and red tape as a constraint on growth. 

 

GS:2—HEALTH 
 

Issue 
Related 
to health 
data 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 Health-care data is ailing) 
1. Data pertaining to health care in India, evidence shows, is significantly 

compromised in terms of its quality, its periodicity and coverage. 
2. For example: -If you want to know the proportion of births that were 

delivered by caesarian section in a private health facility of Andhra Pradesh, 
National Family Health Survey (NFHS)-4 will say it is 57 per cent but the 
Health Information System of the National Rural Health Mission 2015-16 pegs 
it at around 42 per cent. 

3. Reason: - 

 there is a lack of data at the sub-State or the district level, making it difficult 
to plan for targeted interventions. 
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 data is collected at irregular intervals, which doesn’t allow for mid-course 
policy correction. For example, the fourth round of NFHS was conducted after 
a gap of nine years.  

 data remains incomplete in many surveys and tools, especially in 
administrative data at hospitals and nursing centres in smaller towns and 
districts. 

 Lack of health-care data from the private sector is another major caveat. 
4. Way forward: - 

 the definitions for various indicators need to be standardised across surveys, 
even if conducted by different organisations.  

 the best way to data is to ensure routine capturing of disaggregated data, 
without duplication of forms and formats to reduce the efforts of data 
producers. 

 stakeholders and decision- makers will have to place a positive value on data 
in order to use it in decision-making. This can be generated by building a 
positive experience using information to support a decision and through 
proper training. 

 the capacity building of staff needs to be a focus area, providing them with 
necessary skills. 

 

GS:2—IR 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg20 China setting up highest altitude telescopes close to LAC) 
1. China is setting up the world’s highest altitude gravitational wave telescopes 

in a Tibet prefecture close to the Line of Actual Control (LAC) with India. 
2. About project: - 

 Telescope is code-named as Ngari.  

 The telescope, located 5,250 meters above sea level, will detect and gather 
precise data on primordial gravitational waves in the Northern Hemisphere. 

3. Gravitational waves were first proposed by Albert Einstein’s theory of 
general relativity 100 years ago, but it wasn’t until 2016 that scientists with 
the Laser Interferometer Gravitational-Wave Observatory announced proof 
of the waves’ existence, spurring fresh research interest among the world’s 
scientists. 

4. Other projects: - Last September, China commissioned the world’s largest 
radio telescope in a mountainous region of southwest China’s Guizhou 
Province to search for more strange objects space, gain better understand 
the origin of the universe and to boost the global hunt for extraterrestrial 
life. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

RBI Role 
analysed 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Indian Express (pg15 Across the aisle: Whither RBI’s autonomy?) 
1. Why RBI formed during british regime? 

A need was felt to ‘regulate the issue of bank notes and the keeping of reserves with a 
view to securing monetary stability’. However, in 1929, the world had been hit by an 
unprecedented economic crisis — the Great Depression. The monetary systems of the 
world were in disarray. No one was sure what kind of monetary system would be 
suitable for India. Hence, it was decided to make a ‘temporary provision’ and that 



 

46 
 

temporary provision was the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934! (the ‘Act’). The RBI’s 

main objectives in 1934 was to issue bank notes and to keep the reserves. 
2. Development made so far: - 

Under the Act and through numerous amendments, vast powers were conferred on 
the RBI. The word ‘autonomous’ does not occur in the Act but, over the years, the 
principle of Central Bank autonomy has been raised to the level of an immutable law. 
Under Section 7 of the Act, the Central government may give such directions to the RBI 
as it may consider necessary in the public interest, but the power has never been 
exercised in the 83 years of the Act. 
Overall, however, the RBI and the Central government respected each other’s 
jurisdiction and learnt to work with each other. 

3. Doubt raised over decision of demonetisation: - 

 The government has claimed that demonetisation was announced on the 
recommendation of the RBI. On the contrary, the government’s and the BJP’s 
spokespersons boasted that it was entirely Mr Narendra Modi’s brainchild. 

 The decision-making process at the RBI was opaque and dubious. The RBI’s 
Board of Directors should have 10 directors regarded as independent. Seven 
vacancies in that category have not been filled by the NDA government. 

 Dr Urjit Patel, the Governor, justified demonetisation as a policy action to ‘turn 
around’ the economy. None of the governors before him since 1978 had 
advocated demonetisation even when the economy faced grave challenges. Dr 
Patel embraced the idea, barely 65 days after he took office, when the 
economy was growing, reportedly, at about 7 per cent! 

 The RBI is believed to have told a parliamentary committee that the Central 
government had recommended to the RBI (on November 7) that high 
denomination notes may be demonetised. Acting in haste, the RBI 
recommended to the government (on November 8) that high denomination 
notes may be demonetised! It was an unusual role reversal. The RBI has 
refused to release the agenda note for the meeting or the minutes. The RBI 
has refused to answer questions if any director had demanded more 
information or dissented. 

 The RBI has a Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) that was constituted recently 
after years of deliberation. Money supply is an integral aspect of monetary 
policy. The MPC was totally excluded from the decision-making process. 

4. Analysis: - 

 In his speech on December 31, Mr Modi ventured into territory where no 
prime minister or finance minister before him had gone. He directed banks to 
increase the credit limit for small industry from 20 per cent to 25 per cent of 
turnover and the working capital limit from 20 per cent to 30 per cent of 
turnover. He directed banks to provide 8 per cent interest on 10-year fixed 
deposits of senior citizens. On Saturday, the Prime Minister nudged the banks 
to reduce the lending rates and, on Sunday, State Bank of India led the pack 
and announced a cut in interest rates! Every announcement by the Prime 
Minister scuttled the independence and credibility of the RBI. 

 The RBI has come under severe criticism both within India and abroad. I would 
like to believe that the RBI has not fallen victim to ‘institutional capture’ by the 
current regime. I would like to believe that years of nurturing the autonomy of 
the RBI have not gone to waste. 

 

 

http://indianexpress.com/about/narendra-modi
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summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:3—SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

Advanced 
Towed 
Artillery Gun 
System 
(ATAGS) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg12 Army enthused by new indigenous artillery gun) 
1. News: -The Army has given the thumbs-up to a heavy artillery gun, 

Advanced Towed Artillery Gun System (ATAGS). 
2. About Advanced Towed Artillery Gun System (ATAGS): - 

 ATAGS is a 155-mm, 52-calibre towed artillery gun being developed in 
mission mode for the Army’s artillery modernisation programme. 

 It was designed by the DRDO’s Armament Research and Development 
Establishment (ARDE) in Pune. Bharat Forge Ltd. of the Kalyani Group, Tata 
Power Strategic Engineering Division and Mahindra Defence Naval System 
from the private sector are involved in a big way, along with the Ordnance 
Factory Board (OFB), in the project. 

 the gun had several significant features such as an all-electric drive, high 
mobility, quick deployability, auxiliary power mode, advanced 
communication system, and automated command and control system. 

 It also boasts a range of 45 km, depending on the type of ammunition 
used. 
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The Vote 
Verifier 
Paper 
Audit Trail 
(VVPAT) 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg12 SC wants paper trail in EVMs for fair poll) 
1. News: -The Supreme Court has reiterated the necessity to implement the 

Vote Verifier Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) in electronic voting machines (EVMs) 
to ensure 100 per cent transparency in elections. 

2. Reason for the above move: - 

 In the VVPAT system, when a voter presses the button for a candidate of his 
choice in the EVM, a paper ballot containing the serial number, name of the 
candidate and poll symbol would be printed for the voter. 

 The VVPAT is intended as an independent verification system for voting 
machines designed to allow voters to verify that their votes were cast 
correctly, to detect possible election fraud or malfunction and to provide a 
means to audit the stored electronic results. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY  
 

Infrastructure 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg16 Minigrids can power rural economic activity) 
1. Mini grids can spur economic activity in rural areas and accelerate the 

process of expanding mobile phone network across the country due 
to their large capacities and the ability to connect to the national grid. 

2. What is Mini grid? 
A mini grid, as defined by the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy, is an 
off-grid power system with a generation capacity of between 10 KW and 500 
KW. 

3. Benefits over other alternative: - 

 There are a number of other solutions of smaller capacities that rural 
areas can use such as a solar lantern, a solar home solution, or even a 
community solution like a micro grid. But a mini grid is the only 
alternative that provides the kind of electricity that can be used for 
business activities. 

 One of the deficiencies of the other off-grid power solution models is 
that while these solutions are good in moving households away from 
kerosene and providing them with reliable and clean energy, they do 
not provide the energy required to fuel enterprise or commercial 
activity. 

 The power generated from a mini grid can be seamlessly transferred 
to the national grid since it is already going through a a charge 
controller which manages the flow of energy and an inverter which 
converts the electricity from DC to AC. It also has a storage facility to 
meet night demand as well. 

 The power that comes out is regular and standard with no 
fluctuations. 

4. About mini grid: - 

 A mini grid is a larger system that converts direct current (DC) to 
alternating current (AC) and it provides safety as per REC and CEA 
standards. Usually, the power coming from the smaller off-grid 
solutions is DC energy. While it is good for lighting, it does not satisfy 
the community’s requirement to run any sort of business. 

5. Govt. support: - Tariff flexibility is also given such that the tariff for the 
power coming from a mini grid is decided between the provider and 
the community served. 
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GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

Growth 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 The slowing economy) 
1. News: -Advance GDP estimates and gross value added (GVA) for the current 

fiscal year from the Central Statistics Office clearly reveal the extent of the 
slowdown. 

2. These projections were based solely on data from the first seven months 
through October and do not factor in the impact from the withdrawal of 
high-value banknotes and the consequent cash crunch. 

3. Estimation: - 

 GDP growth is now pegged at 7.1 per cent, compared with a 7.6 per cent 
pace in 2015-16, GVA is forecast to expand at 7 per cent this year, easing 
from the 7.2 per cent posted 12 months earlier. 

 Agriculture, forestry and fishing sector, which is estimated to expand 4.1 per 
cent this fiscal compared with the previous period’s 1.2 per cent because of 
a ‘normal’ monsoon and the total area sown under the rabi crop is up. 

4. Sector wise: - 

 Mining and quarrying is estimated to shrink 1.8 per cent this year after 
expanding 7.4 per cent a year earlier 

 while electricity, gas, water supply and other utility services — collectively 
an indicator of broader economic activity — is slowing to 6.5 per cent from 
6.6 per cent. More worryingly 

 the seven-month numbers establish that two key engines of the economy, 
manufacturing and services, are losing momentum faster than was 
anticipated, and this could spell trouble for the coming quarters. 

5. Way ahead: - Nonetheless, in the Union budget due next month, the Centre 
will have to work in a substantial fiscal fillip to help rekindle economic 
momentum. 

 

GS:2—IR 
 

Indian 
diaspora 
 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 Revisiting a passage from India) 
1. The 15th edition of Pravasi Divas this year is now on in Bengaluru. 

background: -January 9 commemorates the day Mahatma Gandhi returned from 
South Africa in 1915, after honing satyagraha, or peaceful protest, against the 
colonial and racist regime there. In 2002, the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) 
government of Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee decided to celebrate it 
annually by holding events including bestowing awards on prominent members of 
the Indian diaspora. 

2. Status of diaspora: -Diaspora” is an omnibus phrase which brackets people 
of Indian origin who have emigrated since the 19th century to all corners of 
the world. Roughly it falls into two categories: pre- and post-Independence. 
The latter further subdivides into migration to the West, including Australia 
and New Zealand, and workers in the West Asian countries — numbering 
over seven million — who began flocking their following oil cartelisation by 
the Organisation of the Petroleum Exporting Countries after the Arab-Israel 
war of 1973 and the steep rise in oil prices. 

3. Situation in west Asia: - 
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 Despite cycles of economic expansion and contraction, as oil prices rose or 
fell, the six Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states have learnt to live with 
the perils of single commodity dependent economies.  

 Some such as Dubai, with almost depleted oil reserves, have remodelled 
themselves as entrepôt for regional trade and a destination for tourism and 
convivial living, besides emerging as a financial centre.  

 Both Abu Dhabi and Qatar are modelling themselves as centres of culture 
and sports, civil aviation hubs and more spartan living.  

 They also have poured earnings each year into sovereign funds to act as a 
cushion during the low oil price years. 

4. Current challenges to west Asian countries: - 

 The shale oil revolution in the United States combined with slower global 
growth and environmental concerns may have already pushed the world 
into a post-OPEC phase and perennial low oil prices. 

 the entire region to the west of India up to the Mediterranean is now swept 
by Shia-Sunni contestation and the challenge posed by radical Islam. Thus 
instability may persist for decades. 

5. Challenges face by Indians in west Asia: - 

 may have to face more challenging circumstances of economic slowdown, 
“Arabisation” or more jobs to locals, and threats from terror-related events. 

 under pressure from more skilled workers from countries such as the 
Philippines or cheaper labour from Nepal, etc. 

6. examples of govt. support to indian diaspora: - 

 India has a largely positive record dealing with the diaspora that left India as 
indentured labour in the 19th century — in the period from 1833 to 1917 — 
particularly for the Caribbean where labour shortages ensued following the 
abolition of slavery. 

 The expulsion of Indians from Uganda by Idi Amin in the 1970s tested Indian 
diplomacy and its ability to protect the diaspora. India passed the buck to 
Britain as the guarantor of their safety as most held British documents. 

 Mauritius, with Indians constituting the largest group and 48.5 per cent of 
the population being Hindus, has seen the community consolidate political 
power, with strategic support from Indian governments. Located 
strategically in the Indian Ocean, this country has been an asset for India, 
safeguarding the Southern maritime flank. 

 Contrariwise, India was unable to support 49 per cent of Indo-Fijians in their 
desire for a multi-ethnic government when, in 1987, Lt. Col. S. Rabuka 
overthrew the elected government. Their numbers have shrunk since then. 

7. Examples of indian diaspora contribution for India: - 

 With rising numbers and greater earnings, Indian diaspora in the U.S., the 
United Kingdom and Canada are becoming more proactive to rally in 
support of Indian interests. Their lobbying in the U.S. with politicians worked 
famously to swing the Congressional vote for the U.S.-Indian nuclear deal in 
2006. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

GST 
 
 

Source—The Indian Express (pg14 Making GST work) 
1. Challenge for the GST rollout: - 

At the last meeting of the GST Council, 10 of the 11 chapters of the integrated GST law 
were approved, but a binding solution to contentious issues such as dual control on tax 
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administration and cross empowerment and the issue of powers to levy taxes in 
territorial waters proved to be elusive. 

2. Demand by states: - 
Many states have been holding out on the issue of administrative control over taxpayers 
with an annual turnover of less than Rs 1.5 lakh crore — a threshold which accounts for 
the bulk of the tax-payer base. 

3. If demand accepted, challenges ahead: - 
The industry is also queering the pitch, pointing out that they will have to deal with dual 
authorities or agencies for firms and businesses that have inter-state transactions and 
linkages. Financial services, especially banking, telecom and the information technology 
sectors, are cases in point. For instance, banks have indicated they may have to create 
profit and loss accounts state-wise in a regime of dual control. 

4. Way out: - 
It could propose a central registration for select sectors such as banking with the levy 
and collection being the responsibility of the Centre, which then shares it with states. 
That may act as an incentive to state governments, which are battling economic 
slowdown and the disruption caused by demonetisation, to get the law going. 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 
 

Crime 
Against 
women 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Indian Express (pg14 More than outrage) 
1. Issue (rise in crime against women): -In 2013, 309,546 cases of crimes against 

women were reported to police, rising to 337,922 in 2014, then falling to 
327,394, suggesting that after an initial surge of hope, women were losing 
faith in the legal system.  

2. Reason: -In 2013, 114,785 rape cases were pending for trial. Of the 18,833 
prosecutions that concluded, just 27 per cent ended in a conviction. In 2015, 
despite new fast-track courts and new laws, 137,458 cases were pending for 
trial, and convictions had risen only negligibly, to 29 per cent. 

3. Solution: - The first step has to be making public spaces — streets, bazaars, 
public transport — safer. There are many ways to do this, but the backbone 
has to be law enforcement: The greater deployment of police officers, backed 
by better training and lighting and surveillance tools. 

Challenge: - 

 India needs to take a hard look at whether it actually has the capacity to 
even begin to do this.  

 The country now has 144 police officers per 100,000 population, down from 
149 per 100,000 in 2013, and well below the UN norm, based on orderly 
societies, of 220 per 100,000. It also needs more gender-equity: Only 
122,912 of India’s 1,731,666 state police officers are women. 

4. Way ahead: - 

 Govt. should be willing to invest in it. 

 Enhanced community policing, for example, needs radical improvements in 
training and human resource standards; constables hired and paid on scales 
for unskilled labour cannot be expected to deliver modern policing standards. 

 Forensics and investigation skills are, outside a handful of states, conspicuous 
by their absence.  

 Finally, deep institutional reforms are needed so police forces become 
accountable to the communities they are meant to protect, to the law they 
serve, not governments: Filing a complaint to its processing has to become 
easier and woman-friendly. 
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GS:2— GOVERNANCE 
 

Road 
Safety 
issue 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Economic Times (pg16 MPs, step on the gas for road safety) 
1. India has committed under the Brasilia Declaration and the Sustainable 

Development Goals to halve the number of deaths and injuries from road traffic 
accidents by 2020. 

2. Current status: - 

 Of the 1.3 million traffic fatalities, globally in 2015, India accounted for 1,48,707 
persons; registering an increase of 5.1 per cent in accident fatalities between 
2014 and 2015. 

 Every hour, there are 53 road accidents, killing 17, 10.5 per cent of whom are 
children. 

3. Way ahead: - 

 Improving road design and management with an emphasis on ensuring safety of 
the most vulnerable users — pedestrians and cyclists — and improving road-user 
behaviour must form the core of any effort to reduce road fatalities. This will 
require sustained and enhanced public awareness and enforcement of laws. 

  Improving post-crash response will help reduced fatalities. 

 The amendments to the Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill address many of these 
issues. Despite the urgency of the issue, the Parliamentary Standing Committee 
on Transport has been reviewing the Bill for almost five months now. 

 The bill must suggest provisions to address the Bill’s lacunae, especially on 
scientific investigation of accidents and data collection, penalties for faulty road 
design and engineering and mandatory training for all drivers. 

 Urban development authorities must work with those in road safety to achieve 
town design that prevents a mistake on the road from becoming a death 
sentence. 

 

JANUARY ‘10’, 2017 

 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 
 

Improvement in 
sex ratio at birth 
in Haryana. 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg4 Sex ratio in Haryana touches 900-mark for first time 
in 20 years) 

1. Sex ratio at birth (SRB) in Haryana state this past year touched the 
900-mark for the first time in almost two decades. 

2. The SRB in December 2016 was 914. 
3. Strategy adopted by state govt.: - the State initiated an aggressive 

drive against female foeticide by ensuring stringent implementation of 
the Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (PCPNDT) 
Act, 1994, and the Medical Terminal of Pregnancy (MTP) Act. 
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GS:2—POLITY 
 

Inter-state  Water 
dispute 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg8 telengana plea against Krishna tribunal award 
dismissed) 

1. Issue: -The Supreme Court dismissed a Telangana government 
petition against a decision of the Krishna Water Dispute Tribunal-II to 
limit the re-allocation of the river water only to the two successor 
States of Andhra and Telangana, and not dabble with the share of 
water enjoyed by the other two riparian States — Maharashtra and 
Karnataka. 

 

GS:3—SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

Defence 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg9 Second Scorpene submarine ready) 
1. News: -Khanderi, the second Scorpene submarine under Project-75 being 

built at Mazgaon Docks Limited (MDL) in Mumbai is all set to be launched 
into water later this week. 

2. Khanderi, named after the Island fort of Maratha ruler Chhatrapati Shivaji. 
3. the first submarine Kalvari is close to completing sea trials and likely to be 

inducted into the Navy by the middle of this year. 
4. Six Scorpene submarines are being built with assistance and technology 

transfer from DCNS and others of France and under a $3.75-billion deal 
signed in October 2005. 

 

GS:2—HEALTH 
 

Tuberculosis 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg9 TB institute warns against use of new drug) 
1. The National Institute of Tuberculosis & Respiratory Diseases (NITRD) 

told the Delhi High Court that the drug Bedaquiline (BDQ) could not be 
administered without proper tests as it might lead to the TB-causing 
bacteria becoming further drug resistant and may spread to the 
community and have catastrophic effects. 

2. Reason: -If BDQ is given with an inefficient backbone regimen, the 
patient is likely to fail the treatment and develop an additional and fatal 
resistance to BDQ which may spread to the community and have 
catastrophic effects.” 

3. BDQ is available through limited sources in India, one of which is the 
NITRD in Delhi. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 
 

The Panama 
papers issue 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg1,12 SC indicates setting up SIT for Panama papers leak 
probe) 

1. The Supreme Court indicated that it may at a “relevant time” order the 
setting up of a Special Investigation Team (SIT) to exclusively look into 
revelations made in the Panama papers on nearly 500 high-profile Indians 
who have allegedly parked money in off-shore accounts. 

2. The Panama leaks contain an unprecedented amount of information, 
including more than 11 million documents covering 2,10,000 companies 
in 21 offshore jurisdictions. 
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GS:3—SECURITY 
 

Organised 
crime 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg13 50% jump in smuggling of currency, reveals DRI) 
1. The recently-released data by the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence 

(DRI) and the Customs show a 50 per cent jump in smuggling of Indian, 
foreign and counterfeit currency notes over the previous years. The data 
also reveals a 100 per cent rise in smuggling of narcotics, electronic, 
fabrics, and aircraft parts. 

2. The recent seizures of gold and currency notes in Mumbai, Delhi, Goa 
and Tamil Nadu have all been based on specific inputs targeted at 
syndicates operating in Dubai. The syndicate is found to be using 
passengers as mule, officials said. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

Amendment 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg14 Centre allows PF contribution via private banks) 
1. A Labour Ministry notified that Companies can soon make statutory 

provident fund contributions to the Employees’ Provident Fund 
Organisation via private sector banks. 

2. At present, contribution can be made only through nationalised banks and 
payment portal PayGov. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

Growth 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg15 Start-ups may soon be able to access insurance, pension 
funds) 

1. the Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP), the nodal agency on 
the start-up policy, had held “preliminary discussions” on the proposal of 
insurance and pension funds investing in start-ups. 

2. online sales of medicines was allowed under the existing law and the Health 
Ministry would soon issue a clarification in this regard. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

GS:2—POLITY 
 

The 
Transgender 
Persons 
(Protection of 
Rights) Bill, 
2016. 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg11 A rights bill gone wrong) 
1. Timeline: - 

 In April 2014, the Supreme Court delivered the landmark judgment of 
NALSA v. Union of India, in which it gave a series of directives to the 
government to institute welfare measures for transgender persons, 
including affirmative action. It also directed that the Expert Committee 
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Report prepared by the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment 
(MSJE) be implemented. 

 In December 2014, Tiruchi Siva, a Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam Rajya 
Sabha MP, introduced the Rights of Transgender Persons Bill, 2014 as a 
Private Member’s Bill. On April 24, 2015, in a rare instance, the Rajya 
Sabha unanimously passed the Bill. However, it never made it to the Lok 
Sabha. 

 Instead, the government decided to get its own Bill — The Rights of 
Transgender Persons Bill, 2015 — drafted, which was put up for public 
comments in December. The 2015 Bill was largely based on the 2014 Bill, 
but it did away with provisions on Transgender Rights Courts and the 
National and State Commissions. 

 In April 2016, the 2015 draft Bill was sent to the Law Ministry, in July the 
Cabinet approved it, and in August it was introduced in the Lok Sabha. It is 
unclear at which point the drafting changed, for the Bill introduced in the 
Lok Sabha was drastically different from the 2015 Bill. 

2. Criticism of the bill: - 

 Not only was it shorn of many critical features of the previous two Bills, it 
also completely disregarded all existing discourse and resources — the 
NALSA judgment, the Expert Committee Report, and public comments. 

 Issue over definition: -To start with, the 2016 Bill in many ways falls short 
in its substantive content. Clause 2(i) of the Bill, which defines the term 
‘transgender person’, has been inexplicably borrowed from a provision of 
the Australian Sex Discrimination Amendment (Sexual Orientation, 
Gender Identity and Intersex Status) Act 2013, which defines the term 
‘intersex’. This, even though the Expert Committee Report clearly 
explained the difference between transgender and intersex identities. The 
2014 and 2015 Bills had more accurate definitions of the term 
transgender. In fact, the 2015 Bill was the most progressive in this regard 
as it granted a transgender person the right to identify as either ‘man’, 
‘woman’, or ‘transgender’ 

 Reservation denied: -Another problem is the absence of a provision on 
reservation, running contrary to the NALSA judgment and the 2014 and 
2015 Bills which directed reservations for transgender persons. 

 While the NALSA judgment is couched in rights language, locating the 
fundamental rights of transgender persons in the golden trinity of Articles 
14, 19 and 21 of the Constitution, the 2016 Bill, though it uses the word 
“rights” in its title, deviates from a rights-based approach and leaves 
transgender persons at the mercy of the “benevolent” state. 

 Further, the Bill is completely silent on how its content will impact the 
operation of existing laws. Most laws, including of marriage, adoption and 
succession, continue to be based on the binary of male and female. 
Criminal laws, especially those dealing with sexual offences, also continue 
to be gendered. 

 Finally, none of the Bills have addressed the issue of Section 377, which is 
frequently used to harass transgender persons, specifically transgender 
women. The conventional understanding of Section 377 is that it 
criminalises all sex that is not between people of opposite genders. But 
recognising trans-rights means recognising that there are more than the 
“opposite” genders of male and female. Embracing rights of persons with 
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non-conforming genders while criminalising persons with non-conforming 
sexual orientations is thus absurd. 

3. Problem with Legislature: - 

 A disturbing facet of lawmaking in India is that laws are often drafted 
without in-depth research, as a result of which they are misinformed and 
remain paper tigers.  

 Another is that a culture of tokenism prevails regarding pressing social 
issues, seen most recently in The Transgender Persons (Protection of 
Rights) Bill, 2016. 
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‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:2—POLITY AND GOVERNANCE 
 

NGO Funding 
issue 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg1 SC orders audit of 30 lakh NGOs) 
1. The Supreme Court directed the government to audit nearly 30 lakh 

NGOs which received public funds but consistently failed to explain how 
they spent the money. 

2. Pulling up the government for failing to put in place a regulatory 
mechanism to keep a watch on the financial activities of NGOs and 
voluntary organisations, the apex court ordered that by next hearing, the 
government should have framed guidelines for their accreditation, the 
manner in which these organisations should maintain their accounts and 
the procedure for recovery in case they fail to submit their balance 
sheets. 

3. Current status: - 

 only about three lakh of about 32 lakh NGOs file their balance sheets 
with the government. 

4. Current regulation: - 

 General Financial Rules, 2005 mandate a regulatory mechanism for 
NGOs. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
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Solar-Roof 
top 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg4 Make solar rooftops mandatory: CSE) 
1. Solar panels on rooftops should be made mandatory for new residential 

societies, recommended the Centre for Science and Environment (CSE). 
2. Advantage: - The CSE found that by switching from diesel generator (DG) 

sets to solar power for backup, the facilities would be saving lakhs of 
rupees every year. 

3. Challenge: - 

 While the Centre for Science and Environment found discoms aiding 
rooftop solar systems to meet the obligations for renewable energy, it said 
that most of these were being installed on institutional and commercial 
buildings. 

 Our analysis shows that solar rooftop can cut discoms revenue since their 
most profitable customers may partly or fully migrate to solar. Therefore, 
it is vital that discoms be financially supported to encourage them to push 
solar rooftop. 

4. Way ahead: - 

 The CSE also said that though there is a capital subsidy of 30 per cent for 
solar rooftop systems that are connected to the grid, there is a need to 
give incentives for switching from DG sets to solar systems with battery 
backup. 

 The CSE said that RWAs did not appear to be interested in investing in the 
solar infrastructure despite potential savings. 

 It recommended that fiscal incentives, including rebate on building tax, 
could be considered in order to encourage the switch to solar power. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 
 

Land 
issue 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg9 Cash for land is just not done: SC) 
1. Issue: -Agreeing to hear the plight of the landless victims of the Sardar 

Sarovar Project in detail, the Supreme Court observed that giving cash 
instead of land to farmers who lost their fertile lands to the mega dam 
project is “tentatively” not acceptable. 

2. Background: - 

 Earlier, the apex court had dismissed an application by the Madhya Pradesh 
government and the Narmada Valley Development Authority for a 
modification of the apex court judgments of 2000 and 2005 upholding land 
rights for adult sons of the Sardar Sarovar Project-affected farmers. 

 As per the Narmada Tribunal Award and the Supreme Court verdicts, all adult 
sons were indisputably entitled to five acres of cultivable and irrigable land, 
and any discrimination would lead to the violation of the constitutional rights 
of the oustees. 

 

GS:2—IR  
 

Meeting of 
the World 
Economic 
Forum at 
Davos 

Source—The Hindu (pg15 India opposed to inclusion of ‘new issues’ in WTO) 
1. Issue: -Ahead of a special meeting of trade ministers on the sidelines of 

the forthcoming World Economic Forum at Davos, India opposed 
attempts by some developed nations to introduce ‘new issues’ including 
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e-commerce and investment into the formal agenda of the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO)-level negotiations on liberalisation of global trade. 

2. Earlier too rejected the attempts of the developed world to make such 
‘new issues’ part of the ongoing Doha Round talks saying it will ‘dilute’ the 
‘development agenda’ of the negotiations. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 
 

Appointment 
row 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 Appointments as spoils of office) 
1. Issue: -The Supreme Court’s observations on the quality of a round of 

appointments made to the Tamil Nadu Public Service Commission last 
year expose the gross disrespect shown by the State government to 
the institutional integrity of the constitutional body. 

2. Reason for the above move: - 

 These observations foreground the arbitrary manner in which 
administrative power is used to pack recruitment institutions with 
political favourites. 

3. The core issue, however, is not eligibility or non-eligibility. Some may 
be qualified by dint of their track record, educational qualifications or 
administrative experience. What is disquieting is that the appointment 
process has become a “spoils system” based on political patronage. 

4. Way ahead: -The concept of such commissions was incorporated in 
the Constitution with the idea that recruitment for public service 
would be truly independent and free from the pressure of the political 
executive. 

 

GS:3 – SECURITY 
 

Cold-start 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 Taking ‘Cold Start’ out of the freezer?) 
1. Issue: -In a wide-ranging interview with India Today, the new Chief of Army 

Staff, General Bipin Rawat, appeared to drop a bombshell by 
acknowledging the existence of the army’s Cold Start strategy. 

2. What is cold start? 
It is part of the army’s attempt to develop a useable, conventional retaliatory 
option that punishes Pakistan for terrorist attacks against India without triggering 
wider conventional or nuclear escalation. In its more aggressive formulations, it 
was believed the aim was to create division-sized formations that could rapidly 
mobilise and carry out short-notice, retaliatory offensives of limited duration to 
quickly seize and hold Pakistani territory, while simultaneously pursuing narrow 
enough objectives to deny Islamabad a justification to escalate the conflict by 
opening additional conventional fronts or to employ nuclear weapons. 

3. Origin of the concept cold start in India? 
The perceived failure to mobilise the army’s Strike Corps in a timely fashion after 
the December 2001 attacks on Parliament was the impetus for Cold Start, and its 
official status has been the subject of extensive debate and controversy since it 
was first discussed in 2004. 

4. Impact of cold start concept? 

 Ambiguity surrounding Cold Start, which incurred real diplomatic and 
security costs for India without delivering deterrence benefits. 

 Despite its lack of imprimatur, Cold Start has significantly shaped security 
dynamics on the subcontinent. 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/New-Army-Air-Force-Chiefs-assume-charge/article16970134.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/New-Army-Air-Force-Chiefs-assume-charge/article16970134.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/books/from-cold-start-to-limited-war-many-unanswered-questions/article6824105.ece
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 the “threat” posed by Cold Start has been repeatedly cited by Pakistani 
authorities as proof of India’s hostile intentions and hegemonic designs. 
This, in turn, has provided a justification for Pakistan to build up, and build 
out, its nuclear forces, both increasing the sheer size of its nuclear arsenal 
(which carries its own risks of theft and nuclear terrorism) and developing 
lower-yield nuclear warheads and short range missiles, so-called tactical 
nuclear weapons, which are aimed at deterring — or in the worst case, 
defeating — a limited Indian military incursion. 

5. Argument opposing Pakistan stand: - 

 The army simply lacks the materiel and organisation to implement the 
more aggressive versions of Cold Start. It is not at all clear, for example, 
that the Indian Army at present possesses sufficient superiority in 
numbers of troops and armoured vehicles in the vicinity of the 
International Border to be able to overcome the Pakistan Army’s defensive 
and geographic advantages in a short conflict. Indeed, the large number of 
obsolete tanks and artillery pieces, not to mention critical shortages of 
ammunition and air-defence assets raises serious questions about the 
army’s ability to implement a Cold Start-style operation at all. 

 Not only does the Indian Air Force lack the kind of close air support 
capability Cold Start would require, but army-air force cooperation is also 
beset by inter-service dysfunction. 

 

GS:2—IR 
 

New 
bilateral 
investment 
treaty 
 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Economics Times (pg8 No extension of deadline to Implement New 
Bilateral Investment Treaty framework) 

1. About new BIT: - 

 The revised model BIT will be used for renegotiation of existing BITs and 
negotiation of future BITs and investment chapters in various free trade 
pacts.  

 The model excludes matters such as government procurement, taxation, 
subsidies, compulsory licences and national security to preserve the 
regulatory authority for the government.  

 It has a provision that international investors have to first exhaust the option 
of local judicial system at least for five years before going to international 
arbitration mechanism. 

 Last year, the Union Cabinet approved the first BIT in accordance with the 
new framework between India and Cambodia to boost investment. 

 

JANUARY ‘12’, 2017 

 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/%E2%80%98Pak.-fully-prepared-to-meet-military-challenge-from-India%E2%80%99/article14995535.ece
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GS:2—IR 
 

Diplomacy  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg11 Missing the Asian tailwind?) 
1. Issue: -There has been a tectonic shift in the global geopolitical economy, 

to which powers such as the U.S., China and Russia have responded. 
However, India is yet to formulate a worldview even as Asia, after a gap of 
260 years, is again set to become the centre of the world. 

2. Analysis of govt. of India foreign policy: - 

 The “Look East Policy” enunciated in 1992 does not have much to show for 
it other than the sale of coastal patrol craft to Vietnam.  

 In the west, India’s investment of $500 million in the Chabahar port, 
mooted some years ago, is minuscule compared to China’s investment of 
$46 billion in the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) ending in 
Gwadar, a port just 100 miles away.  

 Despite investments in Afghanistan, political discussions there exclude us.  

 In South Asia, only Bhutan can still be considered to be in our “sphere of 
influence”. 

 India now finds itself increasingly isolated in continental Asia. 

 Remaining Pakistan-centric and ignoring trade cannot constitute the 
foreign policy of an aspiring global power. 

3. Other countries effort in Asia: - 

 Russia and the Central Asian countries are linking their infrastructure to 
China’s One Belt, One Road (OBOR), launched in 2013, meeting their long 
quest for a warm-water port. 

 Chinese investment is also attractive to Europe, Malaysia, Thailand, 
Myanmar.  

4. Challenges for India: - 

 With two-thirds of global wealth soon going to be in Asia, can we achieve 
our potential without being deeply integrated into the Asian market? 

 NITI Aayog has yet to develop a strategy laying out how India can become a 
$10- trillion economy by 2032. 

 Currently, there is no national perspective on the uncertainties, challenges 
and opportunities from global forces and technological innovation 
reshaping global politics, economy and society. Consequently, the stress 
remains on the military balance in dealing with other countries. 

 China is fast replacing global rules with connectivity, the OBOR, through 
infrastructure, new institutions and integrated markets. The massive 
investment has been welcomed, with prospects for shared prosperity. India 
alone in continental Asia does not support the OBOR, which spans more 
than 65 countries, three-quarters of known energy resources, envisages an 
investment of $4 trillion and is estimated to cover two-thirds of the global 
population and GDP. 

5. Analysis of U.S. China and Russia relationship: - 

 Mr. Trump is also moving away from military alliances to ramping up 
military superiority based on technological leadership, characterising the 
UN as a talk shop, and could end up recognising China’s primacy in Asia.  

 Similarly, a deal with Russia recognising spheres of influence in Europe and 
West Asia would make NATO redundant, with implications for military 
alliances in Asia viewing China as an adversary. 

6. Way ahead: - 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/The-new-game-changer-in-Pakistan/article14342869.ece
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India should become a partner in the OBOR adding a “Digital Sustainable Asia” 
component, an area where we have global leadership, shaping the infrastructure 
and markets around two nodes. We should also see Pakistan-sponsored terrorism 
as a symptom of the domination of the military with the OBOR leading to 
strengthening of democratic control. 

 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 
 

Air 
pollution 
 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg5 Air pollution a national problem) 
1. Issue: -A Greenpeace report shows 90% of cities studied had pollution levels 

over prescribed standards. 
2. Ranking: - 

 Unsurprisingly, Delhi was found to be be the most polluted city, with the 
annual average for PM10 being 268 micrograms per cubic metre, or over 
four times the 60 micrograms/cubic metre limit prescribed in the National 
Ambient Air Quality Standards of the Central Pollution Control Board. 

 Ghaziabad, Allahabad and Bareilly in Uttar Pradesh and Faridabad in Haryana 
followed closely, making for the worst five cities in terms of PM10 levels, the 
annual average concentrations being four times or more than the standard. 

 While air quality in North and Central India saw dangerous levels of 
particulate matter, South India appeared to have comparatively cleaner air. 

3. Reason: - 

 Due to the Himalayas and the cooler weather as well as big industrial 
clusters, the levels of pollution are higher in the North. Southern India has 
the benefit of the mixing of sea breeze. 

4. Source of pollution: -the report found that fossil fuels were the biggest 
contributors to the particulate matter. 

5. Recommendation: -Greenpeace recommended setting up more monitoring 
stations in order to get a better picture of pollution levels. 

 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 
 

Microbeads 
 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg5 green tribunal orders test of cosmetics containing 
microbeads) 

1. Issue: -The National Green Tribunal has directed the Central Drugs 
Standard Control Organisation to test cosmetic products containing 
microbeads after a plea sought a ban on their use on the ground they are 
extremely dangerous for aquatic life and environment. 

2. About Microbeads: - 

 Microbeads are tiny plastic substances measuring less than five 
millimetres that act as exfoliators (agents which remove dead cells) on 
skin and teeth when used in soap, toothpaste and other products. Many 
brands manufacturing beauty products use microbeads. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 
 

Triple talaq 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg8 Talaq certificates issued by Chief Kazi has no legal 
sanctity, says Madras HC) 
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1. The Madras High Court passed an interim order restraining the Chief Kazis 
from issuing ‘talaq certificates’ (a certificate validating talaq as per Islamic 
Shariat) till further orders. 

2. Argument in favour of above order: - 

 The Kazis, once considered judicial authorities under the Muslim Personal 
Law, no longer possessed such powers after courts of law were established 
during the British regime. The Kazi Act established in 1880 was very clear. It 
had not vested any powers of adjudication with Kazis. 

 Even assuming that the practice of talaq in respect of personal law is 
constitutionally valid, whether the conditions for invoking triple talaq were 
satisfied or not cannot be adjudicated by Kazis. The said process can be 
conducted only by a court of law. 

 

GS:2—IR 
 

India Kenya 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg12 Kenya for enhanced ties with India) 
1. Agreements: - 

 Both sides sealed an agreement on a Line of Credit of $100 million for 
agricultural mechanisation. 

 Both sides agreed to enhance cooperation in areas of maritime 
surveillance, maritime security, sharing of white shipping information and 
joint hydrographic surveys. 

 A joint statement announced a number of security-related measures 
including the likely meeting of Joint Working Group on Defense and 
Maritime Cooperation. 

 Both reviewed progress the prestigious Rift Valley Textiles Factory 
(RIVATEX) 

2. Why Kenya needs India: - 

 need India to intensify multilateral cooperation and sought investment in 
the agriculture, security and health sectors of Kenya. 

 Need India to engage more intensely at COMESA (Common Market for 
Eastern and Southern Africa). 

3. Why India needs Kenya: - 

 Kenya staked claim for Africa to a seat at the proposed expanded UN 
Security Council, even as it supported India’s campaign for U.N. reform. 

 India invited Kenya to participate in the International Solar Alliance. 
4. Common area: - 

 sought a common strategy with India to deal with international security 
threats and money laundering. 

 
 
 
 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

Growth 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg15 NITI Aayog projects 8% growth rate) 
1. NITI Aayog has estimated a growth rate of 8% for 2016-17 as per a 

‘cautiously optimistic’ prognosis it has laid out in the appraisal document 
for the Twelfth Five-Year Plan, flagging the lack of reforms in land 
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 acquisition, labour and simplification of administrative procedures as 
impediments to growth. 

2. The 12th Plan is the last five-year Plan and from 2017-18, the Centre would 
adopt a three-year action plan and a fifteen-year vision document. 

3. A key lacuna in the Indian growth story has been slow growth of 
manufacturers in general and labour-intensive manufacturing in particular. 
Sectors in which India lags behind are electronics, food processing, leather, 
and textiles and garments. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 
 

Ordinance 
Repromulgation 
issue 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Indian express (The ordinance overreach) 
1. The Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court, in Krishna Kumar Singh’s 

case, has reiterated the principle that re-promulgation of ordinances is 
a fraud on the Constitution and a subversion of the democratic 
legislative processes. The raison d’être for this dictum is that re-
promulgation represents an effort to overreach the legislative process 
which is the primary source of law-making in a parliamentary 
democracy. 

An ordinance under Article 123 of the Constitution shall cease to operate at 
the expiry of six weeks from the reassembly of the Parliament. It may also 
cease to operate before the expiry of the period of six weeks if a resolution 
disapproving it is passed by Parliament. 

2. Re-promulgation is fundamentally at odds with the principal of 
parliamentary supremacy. Article 123 of the Constitution spells out 
requirements before resorting to the extraordinary measure of 
promulgating an ordinance. The government, by re-promulgating the 
Enemy Property ordinance for a record fifth time, has converted the 
emergent power under Article 123 into a source of parallel law-making 
that is antithetical to the scheme of the Constitution. 

3. The founding fathers were cognisant that the ordinance making power 
is a “negation of the rule of law” and envisaged that the aid of Article 
123 and 213 of the Constitution will be taken in emergent 
circumstances when the legislature is not in session and extraordinary 
circumstances warrant the exercise of authority in order to avoid a 
situation of constitutional vacuum. 

4. The Constituent Assembly debates leave no manner of doubt that the 
said power ought not to be exercised merely to circumvent a failure to 
muster support in the legislature. The satisfaction of the president at 
the time of the promulgation of an ordinance is within the purview of 
judicial review. The government will have to satisfy the Court about 
whether the satisfaction for re-promulgation was based on some 
relevant material. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 
 

 
 
 
 

Source—The Indian Express (Should Hear Them) 
1. The governor of the Reserve Bank of India will be testifying before two 

parliamentary committees in the coming weeks. 
2. Role of parliamentary committees in India: - 
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 The public accounts committee of Parliament has been in existence since 
1921 and the departmentally related committees (like finance, defence, etc.), 
as we know them today, were given final shape in the early nineties.  

 Members of Parliament from both houses are part of these committees.  

 They scrutinise legislative proposals initiated by a ministry, its demands for 
grants, annual reports, and long-term policy documents presented to 
Parliament.  

 These committees do the heavy lifting of parliamentary oversight of 
government functioning. 

  To do their work, they are empowered to call witnesses to give evidence and 
produce documents required by the committee. 

 These committees have contributed immensely to the policy debate in 
Parliament.  

3. Issue: - 

 Their work has always been behind closed doors. They meet in private; their 
meetings open only to members of the committee, Parliament staff and 
anyone invited to testify before the committee. The deliberations of the 
committee are confidential, and evidence tendered before it is usually kept 
secret and made public only after the committee presents its report. 

 The absence of cameras live telecasting its proceedings discourages political 
grandstanding. 

There have been a few examples of the opening up of legislative committees in our 
country. Last year, a committee of the Delhi Vidhan Sabha looking at irregularities 
in sports administration bodies of cricket and hockey allowed the press to view its 
proceedings. In 2008, the Goa Vidhan Sabha had also opened up its committee 
meetings to both the public and press. In the 13th Lok Sabha, given the 
widespread public interest, the chairman of the joint committee examining the 
Stock Market Scam briefed the press at the end of each committee meeting. 

4. Way ahead: -  

 It might be an opportune time for our parliamentary committees to open 
their doors when witnesses are testifying before them. 

The rules of parliament provide some avenues for opening committee meetings. 
For example, rule 269 of the rules of procedure of the Lok Sabha gives the 
chairman of a committee the discretion to allow evidence presented before it to 
either be treated as confidential or made public. It takes a minimum of three 
months to finalise the report of a parliamentary committee. The current rules can 
be amended to enable uploading of the evidence given before the committees 
before the final report is published. 

 The changes to the working of parliamentary committees are essential steps 
for securing openness and transparency. They also have the added advantage 
of strengthening Parliament’s accountability. 

 

JANUARY ‘13’, 2017 

 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 
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GS:3—DISASTER MANAGEMENT 
 

Drought 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 Surviving the drought) 
1. Issue: -Tamil Nadu’s move to declare a drought is an important step to 

address the agrarian distress that is sweeping the State following poor rainfall 
during the northeast monsoon. 

2. Consequences of drought: - 

 Even with relatively better governance structures, desperation among farmers 
has resulted in a spate of suicides, particularly in the Cauvery delta rice belt 
that has received little water from Karnataka in recent times. 

3. Govt. Initiative: - 

 An official declaration of drought brings relief: postponement of loan 
recovery, waiver of land tax and alternative employment through schemes 
such as the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme. 

4. Reason for above initiative: - 

 More than a decade ago, the National Commission on Farmers pointed out 
that successive droughts, illness, high expenditure on social obligations and 
asset loss push farmers to the brink. 

5. Current situation: - 

 Not much has changed in the management of drought from the low-budget 
practices of the colonial era, as the Swaraj Abhiyan case in the Supreme Court 
last year revealed. 

6. Way ahead: - 

 The challenge now is to infuse confidence among farmers that the 
government is fully behind them. 

 As agriculture scientist M.S. Swaminathan has pointed out, there is a need for 
institute reforms in drought management for effective distress mitigation. 

 These should be founded on a participatory approach, one that intensively 
engages the farm community year-round.  

 A monsoon management centre drawing upon the expertise of multiple 
departments would, for instance, help use scarce resources conservatively 
during a drought, and maximise their potential in good times. 

 It is also crucial to preserve the health of cattle and other livestock, as they 
tend to suffer irreparable harm during drought, with cascading effects on their 
future productivity.  

 The Centre should provide all support to achieve this under the National 
Disaster Response Fund and the Prime Minister’s crop insurance scheme. 

 The Centre has to ensure that the Drought Management Manual is updated to 
reflect farmers’ concerns, chiefly, giving weightage to the amount of rainfall 
deficit and declaring a drought without delay.  

 In Tamil Nadu, excessive reliance on water-intensive rice cultivation, and 
lower priority for hardy millets have raised the risk for many farmers.  

 Active recharging of groundwater and harvesting of surface water are vital to 
meet the challenges. 

 

 

 

GS:2—IR 
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Analysis of 
India-Rwanda 
Strategic 
partnership 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 Strategic partnership. Really?) 
1. Issue: -India’s decisions over the past two decades to upgrade more than 

30 of its bilateral relationships to “strategic partnerships” is excessive. 
2. The term “strategic” implies a future convergence of interests in areas 

that are vital: security, defence and investment. 
3. Rwanda does not full fill the criteria: - 

 Rwanda is a land-locked country with 90 per cent of its population 
engaged in subsistence agriculture. 

 It is also still recovering from the mass murder of large sections of its Hutu 
population in 1994, though the country has registered remarkable 
progress and growth in the last few years. 

 While it may therefore be an important destination for India’s 
development assistance, it is difficult to see how it qualifies as a “strategic 
partner”, particularly given that India is yet to set up a full diplomatic 
mission in the country; the last time New Delhi even sent a delegation to 
Kigali was in 2012.  

 Given all of this, it would seem that the government’s move was more 
about window-dressing the relationship than imbuing it with any 
meaningful substance. 

4. Analysing India’s strategic partnership with other countries: - 

 Since 1998, when India announced its first strategic partnership with 
France, successive governments have signed such partnerships with 
dozens of countries. 

 if all the countries on the list are strategically important, what does this 
mean for countries on the UN Security Council such as the U.S., the U.K., 
France, Russia and China, or others such as Japan, Australia, and some of 
the neighbours who genuinely contribute to India’s security and economic 
interests and who have also signed strategic-partnership agreements with 
New Delhi? 

5. Way ahead: - 

 Clearly, a more cogent policy with clear-cut criteria for strategic 
partnerships must be considered by the Ministry of External Affairs, with 
the focus on countries with which there is a long-term vision on securing 
India’s needs, coupled with a convergence of strategic interests. 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 
 

Urban 
Development 
issues 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg11 The city’s bleak future) 
1. The city is never a function of concrete objects assembled in space, but 

rather, how people live together, prosper and create better lives for 
themselves. 

2. Concern related to urban Development: - 

 Concern 1: -Over the past decade, despite flow of funds for 
infrastructure, most Indian cities have been unable to expand road 
networks and metro lines in keeping with the growing demand. 

Reason: - 

 Uncontrolled populations have made plans for public facilities 
ineffective.  

 In the case of Delhi Metro, for instance, it has had to increase the 
number of coaches, the frequency of trains, the size of stations and the 
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length of platforms. Yet, it struggles to accommodate the mounting 
numbers. 

 In big towns, 3,000-4,000 cars are registered each week, so more roads 
are constructed, lengthening already clogged networks. Yet, distances 
between home and work are rising, commutes increasing 3-7 km on an 
average. 

 Concern 2: -Migrant flow into cities has exceeded all expectations, with a 
weekly influx of 4,000 families in Mumbai alone. In housing, while 
builders have promoted high-end luxury homes, public projects in most 
cities remain woefully inadequate. 

 Concern 3: -When over 60 per cent of the city is unrecognised in the 
planning process, it has already gone beyond bureaucratic control and 
design.  

Reason: - When the capital’s Chief Minister gives direct amnesty and legitimacy 
to unlawful occupants of urban land, the game is lost.  

 Concern 4: - The municipal and civic mayhem of the country’s big cities 
on which Mr. Modi seems to be unjustifiably directing his efforts are the 
obvious and noticeable lifeblood of Indian urbanity. Sadly, conventional 
approaches to their mega size which may work in Rome and Shanghai are 
doomed to fail in Indian conditions. 

3. Way ahead: - 

 Cities are of three types: 
A. metropolitan accretions such as Delhi, Mumbai and Bengaluru, with 

the cumbersome statistical dimensions of small States, spreading by 
usurping surrounding towns.  

B. Tier-2 cities such as Pune, Jaipur, Bhopal and Lucknow, merely 
smaller replicas of the metros, but similarly unable to control the 
suburban sprawl and increasing numbers. 

C. There are small towns such as Meerut and Hubli — part rural, part 
cantonment — mandi townships, essential to maintaining 
commercial links to surrounding villages. Restricted in growth and 
size, it is there that the Prime Minister needs to lavish his efforts. 

 It must devise a development strategy for small Tier-3 towns that is itself 
a departure from conventional practices. It must take into account new 
forms of public housing, regulate bye-laws that restrict commuting and 
delineate public space over private commerce.  

 the process must simultaneously relieve larger towns of the burden of 
new citizens. The government's unrealistic plans need to reverse the 
processes of long-range connectivity, in favour of local outlooks that 
include pedestrianisation, conversion to mixed-use streets, reduction of 
commercial activity and an eradication of gated neighbourhoods. 

 

 

GS:2—EDUCATION 
 

Right to 
education  
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg9 Niti Aayog calls for review of RTE Act) 
1. Issue 1: -The Niti Aayog has called for a review of the provisions of the Right 

To Education Act that stipulate that children who don’t perform well cannot 
be held back up to class VIII. It said the good intention behind the norm i.e. to 
minimise the drop-out rate is detrimental to the learning process. 
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2. Issue 2: - The Aayog pointed out that the Public Distribution System suffers 
from substantial leakages. 

Solution: - 

 Aadhaar platform is one such avenue. It can eliminate multiple ration 
cards held by the same household and also weed out ghost ration cards. 

  In the longer run, an even more effective instrument would be to give 
households the option to choose between subsidised purchases and 
equivalent cash,” NITI ayog recommended. Such an approach will give the 
beneficiaries the option to buy their grain from private shops, thereby 
putting competitive pressure on public distribution shops. 

 

 

GS:2—POLITY 
 

Grievance  
redressal 
mechanism 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg9 Set up mechanism to hear plaints about TV content: SC) 
1. The Supreme Court asked the government to set up, streamline and 

publicise a complaint redressal mechanism under the Cable Television 
Networks (Regulation) Act to deal with citizens’ complaints about content 
telecast or aired by private TV channels and radio. 

 

GS:2-- POLITY 
 

Aadhaar 
issue 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Indian Express ( Project of defiance) 
1. Issue 1: -Governments are making Aadhaar mandatory in contravention of 

court orders. 
2. Reason for not making it mandatory: -The cases draw on substantive 

critiques, including exclusion and deprivation caused by the usage of Aadhaar 
in provisioning essential services such as the PDS and MGNREGA, breaches of 
individual privacy and threats to national and individual security in the way 
the project has been conceived and implemented. Such concerns are not 
pure policy matters but interact with constitutionally protected fundamental 
rights, including Articles 14, 19 and 21 of the Constitution. 

3. Issue 2: - The Supreme Court has passed a series of interim orders to prohibit 
the imposition and limit the application of Aadhaar. However, concerns as to 
the compliance of such orders has been rising as various government 
ministries, departments and other statutory bodies continue to link Aadhaar 
to the provision of services — in many instances, even making it mandatory. 
In any litigation, the interest of a court is in ensuring that its final judgement 
is implemented in letter and spirit. 

 

SC stand: - 

 In August 2015, the court issued a set of directions making it clear that 
Aadhaar was not a precondition for the delivery of any state benefits and 
further limiting its use to PDS schemes. Aadhaar was directed to be 
optional, and even such voluntary use was allowed only for the distribution 
of foodgrains and cooking fuels. 

 On October 15, 2015, 11 state governments and institutions went back to 
the SC seeking permission to use Aadhaar beyond PDS schemes. The court 
agreed to relax its order but limited the use of Aadhaar to four schemes, in 
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addition to PDS and cooking fuel allowed by the earlier order. It again 
clarified the use of Aadhaar would be, “purely voluntary” even while 
Aadhaar is used in these schemes. 

4. Issue 3: -even after the SC ruling, Then, on March 16, 2016, the Aadhaar 
(Targeted Delivery of Financial and Other Subsidies, Benefits and Services) 
Act, 2016 was passed, having been rushed through Parliament as a money 
bill. 

The Aadhaar Act does not have a provision that excludes or nullifies existing orders 

5. Conclusion: - The state’s measures have elements of coercion that 
undermine individual choice and rights guaranteed under the Constitution. 
Observance of the interim orders of the Court are better suited to the 
government for maintaining a healthy, respectful relationship with the 
judiciary branch. Disregarding them portends a worrying prospect of 
undermining the authority of the Supreme Court. 

JANUARY ‘14’, 2017 
 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

Employment 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg16 Number of unemployed in India to climb: ILO) 
1. The number of unemployed people in India is expected to rise by 1 lakh in 

2017 and another 2 lakh in 2018, according to the International Labour 
Organisation (ILO). 

2. The ILO predicted that the number of jobless will increase from 17.7 
million in 2016 to 18 million by 2018 even though the country’s 
unemployment rate is expected to go down from 3.5 per cent to 3.4 per 
cent in 2017. 

3. Globally, the ILO reckons that the number of jobless people will increase 
by 3.4 million in 2017, in its report on World Employment and Social 
Outlook for 2017 

4. Analysis; - 

 Economic growth continues to disappoint and underperform – both in 
terms of levels and the degree of inclusion. 

 Vulnerable forms of employment, which include contributing family 
workers and own account workers, are expected to stay above 42 per cent 
of total employment. 

 In fact, almost one in two workers in emerging countries are in vulnerable 
forms of employment, rising to more than four in five workers in 
developing countries 

 The number of workers earning less than $3.10 per day is even expected 
to increase by more than 5 million over the next two years in developing 
countries.  

 Global uncertainty and the lack of decent jobs are, among other factors, 
underpinning social unrest and migration in many parts of the world. 

 Asia Pacific region, with nearly 60 per cent of the global workforce, saw 
net employment rise by over 20 million (or 1.1 per cent) in 2016, and a 
similar expansion is anticipated in 2017. 

5. Good signal  for India: - 



 

70 
 

 Southern Asia has created most of the new employment, with 
employment expanding by 13.4 million in 2016, underpinned by 
population-driven labour force growth. 

 The majority of this new employment was created in India. 

 Entering 2017, working poverty is projected to continue to decline in Asia-
Pacific, in both rate and absolute numbers. 

6. Concern: -vulnerable employment numbers look set to rise, despite 
decreases in the vulnerable employment rate, largely as a result of 
population growth. 

 

GS:2—POLITY AND GOVERNANCE 
 

Water Resource 
Mgt. 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg8 Surviving drought: Kerala imposes curbs on water 
use) 

1. Faced with a worsening drought situation, the government of  kerala 
has imposed curbs on the use of water in reservoirs and stepped up 
the review and monitoring system at the district level. 

2. Steps taken: - 

 District Collectors have been directed to stop the release of water 
through canals for irrigation and keep a close tab on the water level 
in reservoirs. The assessment of the water situation in terms of Litres 
Per Capita per Day (LPCD) is being reported to the government on a 
regular basis. The Chief Secretary is closely monitoring the situation 
in each district and coordinating drought mitigation. 

 Efforts are on to establish drinking water kiosks in all wards. The 
project is expected to achieve momentum with the finalisation of the 
rate contract for installation of tanks by the Joint Commissioner, Land 
Revenue. 

 The government is also monitoring the utilisation of groundwater by 
industries. The SDMA had proposed a 75 per cent cut in the 
extraction of groundwater by industries. The impact of the drought 
on the tourism, industries and power sectors is being closely 
observed. 

3. Concern: - 

 The storage position in the hydel projects across the State had dipped 
to 45 per cent of the total capacity 

 Meanwhile, the season’s rainfall from January 1 shows a deficit of 99 
per cent, signalling a post-monsoon dry spell expected to last till 
March. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

Growth 
 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 pay heed to Urjit Patel) 
1. Reserve Bank of India Governor Urjit Patel’s emphasis on the vital importance of 

protecting domestic macroeconomic stability 
2. Reason: - 

 Reminder to govt. ahead of budget that the need is to ensure that it does not 
stray from the path of fiscal consolidation, at a time when the external 
environment is already adverse and likely to remain uncertain for the 
foreseeable future. 
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 the general government deficit among  the G-20 economies is highest. 
3. Impact of borrowing on economy: - 

 borrowing even more and pre-empting resources from future generations” 
cannot be a short cut to achieving durable long-term “higher growth”. 

 Dr. Patel reiterated what several of his predecessors including Y.V. Reddy have 
harped on: high levels of government borrowing tend to crowd out private 
investment and paper over the urgent need for more abiding reforms. 

4. Way ahead: - 

 Specifically, the RBI chief has suggested that government expenditure be ideally 
reoriented towards creating more public infrastructure such as expanded 
railway networks and urban mass transit systems that would help boost 
productivity even as it leads to reductions in the oil import bill and provides the 
collateral benefit of improved air quality. 

 the risks that policy interventions in the form of government guarantees and 
interest rate subventions pose, RBI chief said that “large credit guarantees also 
impede optimal allocation of financial resources and increase moral hazard.” 
With such guarantees only adding to the government’s liabilities and raising the 
risk premium on its borrowing, the better solution, he suggested, would be to 
resolve constraints such as transaction costs related to clearances and the 
taxation bureaucracy. 

 

 

 

GS:2—EDUCATION 
 

Analysis of 
school 
teacher 
working 
 
 
 

Source—The Indian Express ( Put the onus on teachers) 

1. the condition of education in the country, from pitiably low — and falling — 
learning achievement levels of school children, to mass cheating in board 
exams to high teacher-absence rates 

2. Analysis of the ‘District Information System on Education’ (DISE)  

 21 states shows that in the four-year period after the implementation of 
the RTE Act, between 2010 and 2014, despite the number of public schools 
increasing by 13,498 in the country, total enrollment in such schools fell by 
1.13 crore, and enrollment in private schools rose by 1.85 crore. 

 the number of “tiny” public schools — those with a total enrollment of 20 
or fewer students — rose sharply 

 In 2014-15, these nearly one lakh tiny public schools had an average 
enrollment of only 12.7 students per school, a pupil-teacher ratio of only 
6.7 students per teacher, a per-pupil teacher-salary expense of just under 
Rs 80,000 per student per year, and a staggering teacher salary bill of Rs 
9,440 crore.  

3. Why are public schools sick and emptying?  

 A high teacher absence rate of 25 per cent nationally, low time-on-teaching 
even when teachers are in school (identified in the PROBE-2 Report) and 
the inability of education officials to implement the sanctions, specified in 
the rules, against erring teachers, because teachers are supported by 
powerful unions and sheltered by teacher-MLAs/MLCs, are the chief 
reasons. 
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 While inputs-based policies are largely discredited internationally, in India, 
inputs-enhancing policies that neglect accountability have sadly been given 
legislative force under the Right to Education Act 2009.  

4. Solution: - 

 For starters, the draft NEP needs to adopt “increase of accountability” as its 
central organising theme. The government must also embrace proven 
policies that have worked elsewhere to raise accountability. 

 Per-student funding, used in educationally advanced countries, is the single 
most powerful way of improving school/teacher accountability — and 
teachers who slacken in effort stand to lose out financially under this 
scheme. Further, instead of giving per-student funding to schools directly, 
giving it to schools indirectly via a school voucher to parents (Direct Benefit 
Transfer or DBT) empowers parents. Where teachers are lax, parents 
withdraw their children, taking their voucher with them (to another school), 
thus lowering the government grant receivable by that school. This ability 
of parents to impose a financial penalty ensures that schools and teachers 
remain accountable, even to poor and uneducated parents — 
accountability structures are inherent and inbuilt within per-student DBT 
funding. 

 It requires amendment of Article 171 (3c) of the Constitution that 
guarantees teachers representation in the state legislatures; this has turned 
many teachers into politicians (for example, 17 per cent of all MLCs in the 
UP Upper House are teachers); it requires that publicly paid teachers in 
aided schools be recognised as holding an office of profit under the 
government, thus debarring them from contesting elections. This will 
dismantle the culture of political activism which diverts teachers’ attention 
from teaching; this also requires the Election Commission to reduce the 
proportion of teachers in the official team manning polling booths during 
election time. 

5. Comparison of teacher’s salary: - 

The truancy of public school teachers is also not because they are low-paid; they 
are significantly better-paid than private school teachers, and also better-paid than 
teachers in other countries: As per a NUEPA study, their average salary was Rs 4.8 
lakh in 2014, which was more than seven times the per capita income of India. 
Compare this with China, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Indonesia, where teacher 
salaries are less than two times the per capita incomes 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

Direct 
income 
tax 
reform 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Indian Express (No proof required: Towards an Income Tax 

Revolution) 
1. Issue: -demonetisation has provided the government with the courage and the 

vision of a major reform in direct income taxes. 
2. Reason for the reform:  - 

 in 2013-14, as per official Ministry of Finance data, there were only 2.4 million 
individuals declaring incomes above Rs 10 lakh. As many have pointed out, no 
matter what the indicator used (number of big houses, luxury cars, yachts, 
private planes, etc.) this is too small a number for an economy the size and 
richness, of India. What this means is there is a considerable amount of tax 
evasion — a rough estimate of the order of magnitude is around Rs 6 lakh 
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crore to Rs 9 lakh crore. This may be a strange coincidence but this number 
corresponds closely to our estimates of black cash in the Indian economy in 
2016-17, or as of November 8, 2016. 

 As the history of the license permit quota raj shows, unless the economic 
incentive favour voluntary tax compliance and less political, bureaucratic and 
police corruption, any benefits are soon frittered away and negative effects 
multiply over time.  

 Vijay Kelkar (Task Force on Direct and Indirect Taxes) report found that income 
tax compliance in India, while varying across income groups, was in the broad 
range of 10 per cent to 30 per cent. approximately 10 million taxpayers 
earning above Rs 10 lakh — if the compliance rate is to be taken as only 25 per 
cent. 

 For all taxpayers, and an estimate comparable to the IRS, we obtain the result 
that for every Rs 100 obtained in PIT in India, Rs 300 goes missing — on a very 
conservative basis, Rs 200 goes missing. 

3. Way ahead: - 

 One version of this reform is a move to a flat income tax rate of 12 per cent. 
Yes, that is the rate the average taxpayer actually paid in 2013-14! 

Doubt raised over above solution: -But what about progressivity in the tax system? 
Shouldn’t the rich be taxed more? We strongly believe that questions of ethics, 
philosophy and false morality should be kept out of the taxation system. Indeed, 
those who argue for higher tax rates are often those who have a vested interest in 
keeping tax rates high in order that their own personal (black) incomes increase — if 
you think we are hinting at the Income Tax Authority, you are right. 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY ‘16’, 2017 

 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:2—POLITY 
 

Judicial 
activism 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg12 Why can’t FM stations broadcast news, asks SC) 
1. Issue: -The Bench asked why there should be a continuing prohibition on 

FM radio stations and community radios from airing their own news and 
current affairs on a par with private TV channels and the print media. 

2. Current status: - 

 The monopoly of the Prasar Bharati Corporation, which owns and operates 
All India Radio, over news broadcasting and current affairs programmes. 

 On November 28, 2008, the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India 
recommended that for private FM radio broadcasting Phase III, FM 
broadcasters “may only be permitted to broadcast news, taking content 
from AIR, Doordarshan, authorised TV news channels, United News of 
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India, Press Trust of India and any other authorised news agency without 
any substantive change in the content. 

 On July 25, 2011, a minor change was made under Phase III policy 
guidelines for FM to allow broadcast of FM radio news bulletins of AIR 
without any addition or modification. 

 During the third National Community Radio Sammelan on February 10, 
2013, the Union Information and Broadcasting Ministry said that 
community radio stations would not be allowed to broadcast news for 
some time to come. As a stopgap measure, they could be permitted to re-
transmit unedited AIR news. 

3. Arguments against ban: - 

 The government’s prohibition, Common Cause argued, was in clear 
violation of the Supreme Court’s landmark verdict in 1995 in the Ministry 
of Information & Broadcasting vs Cricket Association of Bengal. The apex 
court then held that “airwaves are public property to be used to promote 
public good and expressing a plurality of views, opinions and ideas 

 Policy Guidelines and of the Grant of Permission Agreements framed by 
the government which prohibit private FM radio stations and community 
radio stations from broadcasting their own news and current affairs 
programmes are clearly violative of the fundamental right of freedom of 
speech and expression as guaranteed under Article 19 (1) (a) of the 
Constitution. It is submitted that the right to freedom of speech and 
expression also includes the right to information, which encompasses 
diverse interpretations of news and current affairs. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

Capital 
market 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg15 Market regulator tightens merger norms) 
1. Issue:-In a bid to safeguard the interests of the public shareholders, the 

Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has tightened the norms for 
merger of an unlisted company with a listed entity. 

2. The objective of the norm is to have wider public shareholding and to 
prevent very large unlisted company to get listed by merging with a very 
small company 

3. New norms: - 

 Holding of public shareholders post the merger cannot be less than 25%. 

 A similar threshold for institutional shareholders of the unlisted entity as 
well, post-merger. 

 An unlisted company can be merged with a listed company only if the 
latter is listed on a stock exchange having nationwide trading terminals. 

 To ensure larger say for the public shareholders, the regulator has also 
made their e-voting mandatory in cases where in the stake of such 
shareholders reduces by more than 5% in the merged entity. 

 Also reduced the broker fees by 25% from Rs. 20 per crore of turnover to 
Rs. 15 crore. This will result in reduction of overall cost of transactions and 
will benefit the investors and promote the development of securities 
market 

 The regulator has also allowed mutual funds to invest in hybrid 
instruments like REITs and InvITs but has laid down certain criteria on the 
cap for such investments. 
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 A mutual fund scheme cannot invest more than 5% of its net asset value 
(NAV) in units of a single REITs/InvITs issuer. Further, the overall exposure 
of a scheme in REITs/InvITs has been capped at 10%. 

 However, such limits will not be applicable for investments in case of index 
fund or sector or industry specific scheme pertaining to REITs and InvITs. 

 

GS:2—IR 
 

India- Japan 
analysis 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg16 It’s time to say ‘Irasshaimase’ to Japan) 
1. Up & down in relation: - 

 Japan and India have had a long trade and economic relationship 
starting from the later part of the 19th century. 

 However, post World War II and the establishment of diplomatic 
relations, the imperatives of the cold war kept the relations between 
the two countries at a sub-optimal level.  

 In the late 1980s, with the cold war fading, Japan-India relations again 
looked promising. 

  It is worth noting that even during the cold war period, Japan’s 
Overseas Development Assistance (ODA) was still active in India.  

 The landmark event which signalled the high point of the relationship 
in that period was the joint venture between Maruti Udyog and Suzuki 
Motors in 1984 to produce small cars in India. 

 India’s nuclear tests in 1998 again led to severe condemnation and 
harsh sanctions by Japan and the relations moved to a low keel. 

 However, despite this setbackThe Vajpayee-led NDA government’s 
“look east policy”, which was furthered by Dr. Manmohan Singh’s 
government, laid the foundations of a special strategic global 
partnership with Japan at the turn of the century and in the first few 
years of the new millennium when the signs of a shift in global power 
balance in favour of Asia became apparent. 

2. There are three main challenges which have constrained the Japan-
India partnership from achieving its full potential.  

 First, India’s complex regulations, red tape, ad hoc nature of state-level 
interventions.  

 Second, Japanese companies face considerable logistics challenges and 
non-availability of uninterrupted power supply constrains their 
manufacturing plans in India.  

 Third, while India can emerge as a large market for Japanese 
infrastructure system exports, there have been incredible delays in the 
commencement of the projects. 

3. Govt. initiative:- 

 In order to facilitate investment from Japan, the union government has 
set up a Japan Plus committee which comprised four senior 
bureaucrats from the government and three Japanese officials chosen, 
one each from Japan’s Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry 
(METI), Japan External Trade Organization (JETRO) and the Aichi 
perfecture to deal with all aspects of investment mainly challenges 
faced by Japanese companies post investment. 

4. Investment by Japan: - 
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 Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) has funded the Tamil 
Nadu Investment Promotion Program for strengthening policy 
framework and urban and industry infrastructure to facilitate foreign 
investment. 

 Japan is working on developing 12 Industrial townships called Japan 
Industrial Townships (JITs) which will operate like Little Japan with all 
the infrastructure to support the operations of Japanese companies. 
Still, the JITs face challenges from access to ports, lack of uninterrupted 
power supply and poor level of benchmarking to global best standards 
as applicable for industrial parks. 

5. The Tokyo Declaration of November 2014 sets a target for doubling 
Japan’s foreign direct investment, the number of Japanese companies 
operating in India and an ambitious investment target of JPY 3.5 trillion 
($33.5 billion) within a five-year period. The doubling of foreign direct 
investment seems unlikely unless some dramatic revival happens. 

 

GS:2—Health 
 

Superbug  
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg20 India superbug resistant to available antibiotics?) 
1. Issue:-A woman in the U.S. died after being infected by a superbug during her 

visit to India, say doctors who found that the “nightmare” bacteria was 
resistant to all available antibiotics. 

2. Cause: -The infection was caused by carbapenem-resistant 
Enterobacteriaceae (CRE), a multidrug-resistant organism associated with 
high mortality. 

 

GS:2—HEALTH 
 

e-cig. issue 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg11 Smoking e-cigarettes is injurious to health) 
1. Issue: - 

 Electronic nicotine delivery systems (ENDS), the most common prototype 
of which are e-cigarettes, are the new-age formula for people trying to quit 
smoking. However, they present a simultaneous promise and threat in the 
world of tobacco control. 

 Although they are projected as ‘tobacco cessation’ products by various 
sellers, including tobacco giants themselves, the lack of concrete evidence 
in support of this claim coupled with the absence of any regulatory 
approval for their use make them a serious public health threat. 

2. Current status: - 

 As e-cigarettes contain nicotine and not tobacco, they do not fall within the 
ambit of the Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products (Prohibition of 
Advertisement and Regulation of Trade and Commerce, Production, Supply 
and Distribution) Act, 2003 (COTPA), which mandates stringent health 
warnings on the packaging and advertisements of tobacco products. 

 Most e-commerce websites sell e-cigarettes as therapeutic products which 
enable people to quit smoking. Of the websites, 50 per cent have no health 
warnings on the consumption of e-cigarettes despite the fact that these 
products contain nicotine. Eight additional websites, which comprise 30 
per cent of the dataset, display warnings in an inaccessible manner. These 
websites carry health warnings stating the addictive properties of nicotine 
and other ill effects of e-cigarettes (including the warning that e-cigarettes 
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are not meant for non-smokers) but do not display them as a part of the 
description of the product. Instead, these warnings are displayed at the 
bottom of the web page or clubbed with the section on terms and 
conditions, unlikely to be noticed by a regular buyer. In one case, the 
health warning was incorrect, stating that “nicotine does not pose major 
health issues even at a higher volume of consumption.” 

 Since the first declaration of its intention to ban e-cigarettes containing 
nicotine in 2014, only Maharashtra, Kerala, Karnataka and Punjab have 
implemented the ban. 

3. Dangers from e-cig: - 

 the possibilities of the product exploding (incidents have been reported 
globally) and accidental consumption of the liquid inside the e-cigarette, 
which leads to death. 

4. Concern: - 

 The current unregulated sale of e-cigarettes is dangerous for a country like 
India where the number of smokers is on the decline (WHO Global Report, 
2015) as it increases the possibility of e-cigarettes becoming a gateway for 
smoking by inducing nicotine addiction and perpetuating smoking by 
making it more attractive, thereby encouraging persons to become users of 
tobacco as well as e-cigarettes. 

5. Way ahead: - 

 the Indian government impose appropriate restrictions on the sale and 
advertisement, online and otherwise, of e-cigarettes, including proper 
health warnings, in order to plug the existing regulatory vacuum. 

 it is imperative that e-cig sale be accompanied by accurate health 
warnings. 

 

JANUARY ‘17’, 2017 

 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

Goods and 
Service tax 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg1 GST stalemate resolved, rollout deferred to July 1) 
1. The Goods and Services Tax (GST) Council arrived at a consensus on 

contentious issues such as administrative control over tax payers in the 
new indirect tax regime. 

2. Issue 1: -The issue of cross empowerment and dual control. 

 The entire taxation base will be shared between the assessment 
machinery of the Centre and the States. 

 As per the formula for dual control of assessees, 90 per cent of those 
with a GST turnover of Rs. 1.5 crore or less will be assessed for the 
purposes of scrutiny and audit by the States, and 10 per cent by the 
administrative machinery of the Centre. 
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 Those above a turnover of Rs. 1.5 crore would be assessed in the ratio of 
50:50 between the Centre and the States. 

3. Issue 2: -The Finance Minister said that while the power to levy and 
collect the Interstate GST (IGST) will lie with the Central government, a 
special provision would cross-empower the States in the same ratio 
agreed upon for tax assessees. 

 In the exercise of IGST, where there are contentious issues between 
conflicting States with regard to place of supply, etc., obviously one of 
the States cannot assess, and therefore those assessments will 
necessarily be done by the Centre. 

4. Issue 3:-As far as the area of 12 nautical miles into the territorial waters 
is concerned, it’s a part of the Centre’s territory. But as per convention, 
the States will be empowered to collect tax on any economic activity 
there. 

 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 
 

Air pollution 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg5 centre notifies green action plan for delhi) 
1. Concerned over the deteriorating air quality in Delhi and the NCR, the 

Environment Ministry has amended laws and formally tasked a Supreme 
Court-appointed panel with implementing a graded action plan for 
pollution control. 

2. Amendment: -In pursuance of sub-section (1) of section 3 of the 
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986), the Central government 
hereby assigns the task of implementation of the Graded Response 
Action Plan to the EPCA (Environment Pollution Control Authority)..."  

3. Plan: - 

 The plan also recommends that during 'very poor' air quality, diesel 
generators must be banned and parking fee increased by three to four 
times. 

 The plan lists a number of other measures such as closing brick kilns, hot 
mix plants, stone crushers and intensifying public transport services 
besides increasing the frequency of mechanised cleaning and sprinkling 
of water on roads. 

 

 

GS:2—POLITY 
 

Reorganisation 
of state 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg7 Supreme Court revives hearing on Andhra Pradesh 
bifurcation) 

1. NEWS: -SC revive a bunch of petitions filed by leading Telugu politicians 
across parties, challenging the bifurcation of the erstwhile State of 
Andhra Pradesh in 2014. They had wanted the apex court to declare the 
bifurcation as an illegal and unconstitutional act. 

2. Proposal: -A battery of lawyers for the petitioners demanded that there 
should be a “federal index” for State formation. The Centre cannot be 
allowed to ride roughshod over the federal structure of democracy and 
divide States into bits. 

 Question raised: -What can be a better index than the entire State 
demanding it [bifurcation]. 
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GS:2—POLITY 
 

Judicial 
activism 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg9 SC slams States’ stance on PILs) 
1. Issue: -The Supreme Court slammed several States for their casual attitude 

towards crucial public interest matters. 
2. Reason: -States were caught napping in a row of public interest litigation (PIL) 

petitions which came up for hearing, right from installation of speed 
governors in public transport vehicles to curb road accidents to industrial 
pollution to even mid-day meals in schools. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

Growth & 
development 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg15 Richest 1% own 58% of total wealth in India: Oxfam) 
1. Issue: -In signs of rising income inequality, India’s richest 1 per cent now 

hold a huge 58 per cent of the country’s total wealth — higher than the 
global figure of about 50 per cent. 

2. The study, released by rights group Oxfam showed that just 57 billionaires 
in India now have same wealth (USD 216 billion) as that of the bottom 70 
per cent population of the country. 

3. Referring to the Global Wage Report 2016-17 of International Labour 
Organisation, the study said India suffers from huge gender pay gap and 
has among the worst levels of gender wage disparity — men earning 
more than women in similar jobs — with the gap exceeding 30 per cent. 

4. in India women are not only poorly represented in the top bracket of 
wage-earners, but also experience wide gender pay gap at the bottom. 

5. more than 40 per cent of the 400 million women who live in rural India 
are involved in agriculture and related activities. However, as women are 
not recognised as farmers and do not own land, they have limited access 
to government schemes and credit, restricting their agricultural 
productivity. 

 

 

 

 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

World view 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg15 Demonetisation has hit India’s growth: IMF) 
1. According to the IMF World Economic Outlook (WEO) update, there is 

marginal upward shift in prospects for the U.S and China until 2018, but 
India, Brazil, and Mexico are among the large economies that have their 
projections revised downwards.  

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 



 

80 
 

ILO report 
on 
employment 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 Vagaries of the job market) 
1. Issue: -The mismatch between the number of people who annually reach 

working age and the availability of jobs has been a matter of constant 
concern globally during the better part of the period since the global 
financial crisis of the last decade. 

2. But a no-less-serious concern in the ‘World Employment and Social 
Outlook 2017’ pertains to the stubborn challenge of reducing the extent of 
vulnerability that currently affects about 42 per cent of the total working 
population. 

Reason: -lack of access to contributory social protection schemes among the 
self-employed and allied categories, unlike their counterparts in the wage-
earning and salaried classes. The former segment accounts for nearly 50 per 
cent of workers in the emerging economies and 80 per cent in developing 
countries. 

3. The other implication of an increase in the number of people facing 
vulnerable working conditions is the real danger this poses of a slowdown 
in reducing the incidence of working poverty. It is this celebrated rise in 
income levels in the lowest rungs of the population that lent the current 
phase of globalisation the social and political legitimacy, a phase that has 
otherwise posed the risks of economic dislocation and unprecedented 
mass migration. 

4. The challenge for policymakers worldwide is to ensure that incomes do not 
fall below the levels of basic subsistence as the world marches towards the 
poverty reduction targets under the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals. 

 

JANUARY ‘18’, 2017 

 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 
 

Air 
pollution 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg1 SC orders inspection of pollution check centres) 
1. Issue:-Highlighting the urgency to find immediate solutions to curb air 

pollution rather than mull over possible solutions, the Supreme Court asked 
the Environment Pollution Control Authority to inspect over 900 Pollution 
Under Certificate stations across Delhi, many of whom are facing action for 
committing irregularities. 

2. Suggestion:-  

 Pollution certificates should be linked to vehicle insurance.  

 The Centre further informed the court that consultations with stakeholders 
were on to ban pet coke and furnace oil as industrial fuel in Delhi-National 
Capital Region. 

 

GS:2—IR 
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BREXIT 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg1 Britain to leave EU’s single Market:May) 
1. British Prime Minister Theresa May has made it clear- the U.K. will make a 

clean break from the European Union and leave its single market of some 500 
million people. 

2. Next move: - 

 Britain seek the greatest possible access to EU through a new, comprehensive, 
bold and ambitious Free Trade Agreement. 

NOTE:- IN DETAIL DISCUSSED IN CLASS 
 
 
 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg9 SC asks govt. to file status report on ganga rejuvenation) 
1. Almost two years after the Supreme Court voiced scepticism about the 

government’s self-proclaimed promise to clean up the Ganga river, the apex 
court sought a fresh status report from the Centre on what it was doing to revive 
the holy river. 

2. SC directed the government to file a report on the construction and functioning 
of sewage treatment plants alongside the river, which runs through five States. 

3. Background: - 

 In 2014, the Supreme Court said that its “last hope” rested on the National 
Green Tribunal (NGT) and referred the task of monitoring industrial units along 
the Ganga to the NGT. 

 The apex court had even empowered the tribunal to cut off water and power 
connections if the units are found to be polluting the river. 

 In January 2015, the government informed that a proposal is on track to have a 
total of 80 sewage treatment plants (STPs) which would process, in a day, 368 
million litres of water flowing into the river in the five river basin States. 

 In March 2015,The Ganga River Basin Management Plan (GRBMP) 2015 drafted 
by the IIT consortium had pointed to several problems, from rapid urbanisation 
to over-grazing, which has led to the slow destruction of the river. 

 

 

GS:3—SCIENCE&TECHNOLOGY 
 

Associate 
membership of 
CERN 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg12 India becomes Associate member of CERN) 
1. the Atomic Energy Commission and CERN signed an Agreement to 

admit India to CERN as an Associate member. 
2. Benefit: - 

 As an Associate member India will have full access to all data 
generated at CERN. As there are many experiments in CERN, there 
will be plenty of information available. When we were not an 
Associate member, India could data only from those experiments 
where we were participating. 

 India can participate in all experiments. We may have to pay 
additional charges for participating in the experiments. We can 
choose the experiments where India wants to participate 
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 Whenever any CERN facilities get upgraded and go through 
maintenance, it will provide opportunities for Indian industries to 
participate. 

 Since Indian scientists will become eligible for staff appointments, it 
will enhance the participation of young scientists and engineers in 
operation and maintenance of various CERN projects. 

3. About CERN: - 
The CERN convention was signed in 1953 by the 12 founding state. Currently, 
CERN has 22 member states. Besides India, Turkey, Pakistan, Ukraine are 
Associate members and Serbia and Cyprus are associate members in the pre-
stage to membership. 

 

GS:2—ECONOMY 
 

Trade 
Facilitation in 
Services (TFS) 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg16 Industry seeks foreign partners for trade pact) 
1. India’s top industry bodies are attempting to build a coalition with 

counterparts in other nations with similar interests to give a fillip to the 
country’s proposal for a Trade Facilitation in Services (TFS) Agreement at 
the World Trade Organisation (WTO)-level. 

2. Benefits: -  

 The proposed TFS pact, among other things, aims to make it easier for 
professionals and skilled workers to move across borders for short-term 
work, as well as ensure portability of their social security contributions. 

 India said the TFS Agreement will address the key issues pertinent to 
facilitating services trade, such as transparency, streamlining 
procedures, and eliminating bottlenecks. 

3. Current situation: - trade flows in services still remain subject to 
numerous border and behind-the-border barriers as well as procedural 
bottlenecks. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 
 

Controversy 
over 
prevention of 
corruption act 
 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Indian Express (Permission To Prosecute) 
1. Issue: -The conflicting views of the Supreme Court on the precondition 

of “sanction” for prosecution of a public servant under Section 19 of the 
Prevention of Corruption (PC) Act, 1988 have created a legal vortex 
which could be exploited by unscrupulous public servants to stifle a 
criminal investigation. 

2. Analysis: - 

 View 1: - 

Section 19 of the PC Act states: “No court shall take cognisance of an offence… 
alleged to have been committed by a public servant except with the previous 
sanction.” The provision aims to balance two competing interests. One is the 
need to ensure that an honest public servant is not hounded in the performance 
of his or her duties by frivolous complaints. The other is that investigation into 
an allegation of crime isn’t stifled at the threshold due to the power wielded by a 
public servant. 
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There is no prohibition either under the PC Act or the Criminal Procedure Code 
(CrPC) to start an investigation by lodging an FIR or through a court-initiated 
investigation under Section 156(3) CrPC. 

 View 2: - 

The supreme court in L. Narayana Swamy vs State (2016) held that Section 19, 
PC Act applies at the threshold itself and an application under Section 156(3) 
CrPC for investigation is not maintainable without obtaining prior sanction of the 
competent authority. 

3. Way ahead: - 

 The independence of criminal investigation from the executive is a sine 
qua non for success of a criminal justice system 

 A bench of five judges of the apex court in Subramanian Swami vs Union 
of India (2014) 8 SCC 682 held that Section 6A of the Delhi Special Police 
Establishment Act, which had required prior sanction for investigation 
into crimes by high-ranking public servants, was unconstitutional. 

 

JANUARY ‘19’, 2017 

 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:2—IR 
 

India- 
Srilanka  
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu ( pg1,12 India, Sri Lanka in talks on port) 
1. Sri Lanka is in talks to offer the port of Trincomalee to India. 
2. Srilanka- china relation:- 

 Sri Lanka’s experience with the Chinese, who carried out major infrastructural 
work at the Hambantota port in southern coast of the island nation, has put a 
heavy burden on the country 

 The problems and corruption in the project prompted us to review our policy 
on infrastructural development. We have currently given the port to a private 
entity so that some of the more immediate issues are resolved. This 
arrangement will also address India’s security concerns 

 

GS:2—HEALTH 
 

Cancer 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg 9 India’s first clinical trial to reduce hair loss in cancer patients) 
1. The Tata Memorial Hospital (TMH) has commenced the first ever clinical trial in 

India to address the problem of hair loss in cancer patients during 
chemotherapy. 

2. A scalp cooling machine attached with two scalp coolers, or specialised inner 
silicon caps containing coolants, has been imported from the UK free of cost. 

3. Reason for hair loss: - 

 Since cancer cells are highly dividing, the chemo medicines attack those cells. 
But at the same time, blood cells, mucosal lining and hair follicles, also get 
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attacked. This is why patients suffer from reduced blood count, mouth ulcers 
and hair loss during chemotherapy. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu ( pg15 cabinet boosts corpus for small enterprises) 
1. The Union Cabinet  gave ex-post facto approval for a larger package supporting 

small and medium enterprises. 
2. The Corpus of Credit Guarantee Trust Fund for Micro and Small Enterprises will 

increase from Rs. 2,500 crore to Rs. 7,500 crore. The Centre has increased the 
coverage of loans covered under the credit guarantee scheme to Rs. 2 crore 
from Rs. 1 crore. 

3. the Cabinet has approved an enhancement in the Credit Guarantee Trust Fund 
for Micro and Small Enterprises (CGTMSE), which has a corpus of Rs. 2,500 crore. 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg11 Focussing on the marginal farmer) 
1. Issue:- The sluice gate on the Bhakra main line canal in Khanauri-Kalan village in 

Sangrur district, Punjab, has become infamous. According to reports, it is a 
suicide point for farmers and their families. 

2. The reasons for this vary: cotton crop has been whittled by whiteflies, basmati’s 
market price has declined, the local moneylender has hiked up rates to 20 per 
cent. 

3. Farmer suicides are not a new trend. According to the National Crime Records 
Bureau (NCRB), 2,195 marginal farmers reportedly committed suicide in 2015 (of 
which 834 were in Maharashtra), while 3,618 “small farmers” undertook such 
drastic steps, with Maharashtra alone seeing 1,285. More curiously, a larger 
number of small farmers rather than marginal farmers reportedly committed 
suicide in States like Maharashtra, Telangana and Karnataka. Somehow, small 
farmers are also bedevilled by the agricultural crisis, and this is not the case in 
just the traditional drought-stricken States. 

4. Other reason: - 
Input cost increase 

 Agriculture in States like Punjab is typically a monoculture of wheat and paddy. 
When input costs associated with fertilizers, crop-protection chemicals and 
seeds rose, along with fixed costs associated with agricultural equipment such as 
tractors and submersible pumps, agriculture became economically unviable. 

 Prices have risen — of arhar seeds and staple crops like paddy and sugarcane, of 
fertilizers and plain barley. 

 Hiring labourers and animals is expensive. 

 With an increase in application of crop-protection chemicals, soya bean has seen 
a massive jump in pesticide cost. 

5. Way ahead:- 

 Our policies should encourage integrated pest management, an approach that 
focusses on combining biological, chemical, mechanical and physical means to 
combat pests with a long-term emphasis on eliminating or significantly reducing 
the need for pesticides. In Vietnam, over 2 million of the Mekong Delta’s rice 
farmers adopted a “no spray early” rule, curbing insecticide applications within 
the first 40 days of rice planting. Predatory beetles that commonly prey on rice 
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pests were sustained, encouraging the crop while cutting pesticide use by over 
50 per cent. 

 The local fertilizer industry needs support — timely delivery of subsidies would 
improve working capital requirements, enabling them to manage costs through 
internal sources rather than external loans. 

 State seed policies should focus on encouraging contract farming, along with 
identification of new genotypes for treating pest and disease syndromes, as well 
as adverse weather conditions.  

 Precision-farming techniques like Systematic Rice Intensification can help 
increase seed production in this regard. 

 Our farm equipment policy needs to be retailored with a focus on manufacturing 
farming equipment and implements that are currently imported. 

  Subsidies should be rerouted to ensure lower collateral requirements, longer 
moratoriums and payback periods for farmers seeking to buy equipment and 
entrepreneurs seeking to setup Custom Hiring Centres (CHC) for agricultural 
equipment.  

 Companies with a corporate social responsibility focus on agriculture can be 
further encouraged to invest in capacity-building initiatives, skill development 
and the establishment of CHCs. 

 need to ensure that institutional financing is available and accessible and benefit 
provision is simplified while disbursed funds are effectively monitored. 

  States should seek to establish early warning signals, monitoring farmers who go 
past set limits and seek unsustainable loans.  

 Village-wise lists of deeply indebted farmers must be prepared annually to 
identify farmers on the flight path to penury and potential suicide.  

 The National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development, along with the local 
administration, should be tasked with analysing such lists for macro and local 
policy interventions, along with devising timely loan restructuring initiatives, 
insurance claim settlements and better counselling. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg15 cap set on sops for electronics) 
1. The Union Cabinet cleared changes to the modified special incentive scheme for 

electronics manufacturing.  
2. About changes:- 

 It has decided to reduce the time frame for companies to avail sops under the 
scheme, cut down the application window by almost 19 months to December 31, 
2018 and cap the outflow through the special incentive package at ₹10,000 crore. 

 If investment is more than $1 billion, then a high-powered committee presided 
over by the Cabinet secretary will approve it. 

 Further, the subsidy to electronic manufacturing companies will be provided for 
investments made within five years of the project getting approved against a 
subsidy time frame of 10 years earlier. 

 A separate Committee headed by the Cabinet secretary and comprising CEO, NITI 
Aayog, expenditure secretary and MeitY secretary will be set up in respect of mega 
projects, envisaging more than ₹6,850 crore (about $1 billion) investments. 

3. The MSIPS, aimed at boosting domestic electronic product manufacturing, was 
notified in 2012 for both new and expansion projects. The scheme provides for 
capital subsidy of 20-25%, besides reimbursement of countervailing duty/excise 
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for capital equipment for non-SEZ units and also reimbursement of central taxes 
and duties for some of the projects with high capital investments. 
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‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:3—SCIENCE&TECHNOLOGY 
 

 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu ( Milestone in cryogenic engine test paves way for GSLV-MkIII) 
1. A milestone crossed in the making of a new cryogenic rocket engine, technically 

called CE20, set the stage for the first flight of the country’s most powerful 
satellite launcher to date, the GSLV-Mark III. 

2. Benefit: - 

 MkIII, when it completes trials and commences functioning in the coming years, 
will double ISRO’s lifting power for communications satellites to 4,000 kilos. 

 The cryogenic stage is vital for a GSLV rocket as it gets its final and biggest push 
in space from this stage; it can take a big communications satellite to higher 
reaches of 36,000 km above ground. 

3. LPSC has designed and developed the CE20 engine 

 

GS:2—EDUCATION 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (Proximity rule unconstitutional, unfair to minorities: HC) 
1. The Delhi High Court termed “unconstitutional” the AAP government’s 

guidelines to minority unaided schools to grant admission to minority 
community students only from the neighbourhood or from within a radius of 1 
kilometre. 

2. This is against the basic structure of the Constitution. The law and the Supreme 
Court judgments that gave authority to minority institutions was to ensure that 
the minorities do not feel alienated”. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

Disinvestment 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 Rebooting disinvestment) 
1. The Centre’s decision to divest 25% of its stake in five public sector 

general insurers. 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/Cabinet-nod-for-listing-of-five-insurance-companies/article17054917.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/Cabinet-nod-for-listing-of-five-insurance-companies/article17054917.ece
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2. Reason for disinvestment:- 

 Last year, the gross premium income of four of these companies — 
New India Assurance, United India Insurance, Oriental Insurance and 
National Insurance — increased by over 12%.  

 But their profits after tax fell by more than half from a year earlier, 
from ₹3,094 crore in 2014-15 to just ₹1,499 crore in 2015-16.  

 A closer scrutiny reveals that high underwriting losses, which increased 
55% in the year, were largely responsible for profits falling at these 
firms even as revenues rose. 

  National Insurance took the sharpest hit, with a 148% rise in 
underwriting losses. 

 
3. Benefit :- 

 This would lead to greater transparency and accountability. 

  It will also allow the firms, including General Insurance Corporation of 
India, to raise more capital from the markets instead of relying on 
taxpayer money alone. 

4. Need reform:- 

 Govt. is symptomatic of the lethargy in the disinvestment programme. 

 it is time this government’s disinvestment plans gather steam. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 
 

Child labour 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg11 Safe childhoods for a safe India) 
1. After a long wait of almost two decades, the Government of India finally 

decided last week to ratify the International Labour Organisation (ILO) 
Convention 182 on the worst forms of child labour and Convention 138 on 
Minimum Age of Employment. 

2. Stats:- 
About 4.3 million children wake up to a day of labour and not school. Another 9.8 
million are officially out-of-school. 

3. Concern  
Child labour perpetuates illiteracy and poverty. It is the root cause of organised 
crimes such as human trafficking, terror and drug mafia. 

4. Origin:- 

 The Global March Against Child Labour in January 1998 culminated finally 
in Geneva on June 1, 1998 where the ILO conference was in session.  

 Demand for an international convention to ban the worst forms of child 
labour was put forward.  

 The voice of the marchers was heard and reflected in the draft of the ILO 
Convention 182. 

 In June 1999, delegates of the ILO unanimously adopted the convention. 
5. Why India ratified so late? 

 The main bottleneck in the way of India ratifying Conventions 182 and 138 
was addressing forced or compulsory recruitment of children and 
appropriately raising the age of employment in hazardous occupations 
from 14 to 18 years. Consequent to the passing of the Child Labour 
(Prohibition and Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2016 by the Indian 
Parliament prohibiting the employment of children up to 14 years of age, 
and children up to 18 years of age in hazardous occupations, it was 
imperative that we ratified Conventions 182 and 138. Moreover, our 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/India-can-ratify-ILO-protocol-on-child-labour-Dattatreya/article14515242.ece
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failure to ratify the two conventions, which are two of the eight core 
labour conventions, despite being a founder-member of the ILO, reflected 
poorly on us as a nation. 

6. Investment in children is an investment in the future. Safe childhoods for a safe 
India. 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY ‘21’, 2017 

 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 
 

Air Pollution 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (Air pollution action plan comes into force) 
1. News:- Air pollution action plan notified by the Centre will cover the 

entire National Capital Region - the first such initiative. 
2. About plan:- 

 Control measures, including a hike in parking charges and differential 
fares to encourage use of public transport in off-peak hours. 

 The Environment Pollution (Prevention and Control) Authority 
(EPCA)monitor the implementation of the plan. 

 As per the action plan, the measures for very poor air quality include 
stopping the use of diesel generator sets, increasing parking fee by up 
to four times, augmenting public transport and stopping the use of 
coal and firewood by hotels and eateries. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 
 

CBI appointment 
row 
 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (SC rejects plea for details on CBI chief’s selection) 
1. The Supreme Court declined to further direct the Centre to place 

before it the minutes of the meeting of a high-powered committee, 
comprising the Prime Minister, the Chief Justice of India and the 
Leader of the Opposition, selecting Delhi Police Commissioner Alok 
Kumar Verma as the new CBI Director. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
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Draft 
National 
Steel Policy 
2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg15 Draft steel policy to enable Rs.10 lakh crore 
investments) 

1. The Steel Ministry has proposed setting up greenfield steel plants along 
India’s coastline to tap cheap imported raw materials such as coking coal 
and export the output in a more cost-effective manner, as part of the new 
draft National Steel Policy of 2017. 

2. About policy:- 

 The policy, which envisages to more than double India’s domestic steel 
production capacity to 300 million tonnes by 2030-31, anticipates a 
requirement of ₹10 lakh crore of fresh investments to meet that goal and 
expects at least 11 lakh new jobs being created in the process. 

 The draft policy lays out two alternatives of its vision — “to create a 
globally competitive steel industry that promotes inter-sectoral growth” or 
“to create a self-sufficient steel industry that is technologically advanced, 
globally competitive and promotes inclusive growth.” 

 To cut down reliance on expensive imports of coking coal, the policy has 
mooted gas-based steel plants and technologies such as electric furnaces 
to bring down the use of coking coal in blast furnaces. 

 Public sector firms in the steel sector should aim for economies of scale 
and will be encouraged to divest their non-core assets through mergers 
and restructuring, according to the policy. 

 Such plants would be based on the idea of importing scarce raw materials 
and exporting steel products,” the policy stated, adding that a cluster-
based approach will be pursued, especially for micro, small and medium 
enterprises to ensure optimum land use, easy availability of raw materials 
and economies of scale. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

Disinvestment 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg15 Centre shifts disinvestment advice to new 
department) 

1. In keeping with its ongoing efforts to streamline the disinvestment 
process, the government transferred the role of advising the 
government on how to utilise the proceeds from disinvestment from 
the Department of Investment and Public Asset Management 
(DIPAM) to the Department of Economic Affairs. 

2. New role of the Department of Economic Affairs. 

 The Department of Economic Affairs in the Finance Ministry will now 
be in charge of “financial policy in regard to the utilisation of the 
proceeds of disinvestment channelised into the National Investment 
Fund.” 

 would decide on the quantum of disinvestment in a particular Central 
Public Sector Undertaking (CPSE) on a case-by-case basis subject to 
Government retaining 51 percent equity and management control 

3. The Centre had created a National Investment Fund in 2005 in which 
the proceeds from the disinvestment of Central Public Sector 
Enterprises (CPSEs) were to be channelised. 

 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 
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The rise in 
global 
average 
surface 
temperature 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 Living in a hotter world) 
1. 2016 was the warmest year on the instrumental record since the late 19th 

century, and the hottest of three record-breaking years in a row. 
2. Reason:- 

 the rise in global average surface temperature by about 1.1º C last year 
over the pre-industrial era was aggravated by the El Nino phenomenon of 
2015-16. 

 NASA’s Goddard Institute for Space Studies points to the rise in 
temperature as being driven “largely by increased carbon dioxide and 
other human-made emissions into the atmosphere. 

3. Consequences:- 

 The warming pattern must be seen in the context of declining sea ice cover 
in the Arctic, compounding the loss of ice sheets in Greenland and the 
Antarctic. In the Arctic, which is witnessing a decline in the extent of sea ice 
in the lowest month at the rate of about 13% every decade, melting 
creates a vicious circle of more exposure of ‘dark areas’ to sunlight, higher 
melting and more dark surface absorbing heat. Such phenomena 
accelerate the rate of global warming, with consequences through climate 
change for coastal areas, access to water, farming and human health. 

4. Way ahead:- 

 India should lead to a scaling up of renewable energy and measurable 
decline in use of fossil fuels.  

 Union Power Minister Piyush Goyal has promised a steady increase in solar 
power capacity, going beyond the target of 100 gigawatts by 2022, but 
such goals become more credible when there is action in individual States 
to make the average citizen a partner in the effort.  

 States should be ranked on their policies that help unlock investment in the 
sector, including domestic rooftop installations, and the weak service 
infrastructure for solar should be upgraded without delay.  

 India’s water stress is heightened by extreme weather episodes, and this 
requires an enhanced policy response to protect farmers, livestock and 
vulnerable communities. 

 

JANUARY ‘22’, 2017 

 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:3—SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

Space 
 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (How ISRO plans to launch 103 satellites on a single rocket) 
1. The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) will set a record when it 

launches 103 satellites in one go on a single rocket in the first week of 
February. 

2. The mission will break Russia’s record of sending 37 satellites at one go. 
3. how all the satellites will be placed in orbit? 

http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/2016-was-the-hottest-year-on-record/article17058181.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/features/kids/what-do-the-terms-el-nino-and-la-nina-mean-how-have-they-affected-weather-patterns-around-the-world/article8336359.ece
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 The separation angle and time of separation will be such that one satellite 
will not collide with another. 

 Due to different relative velocities, the distance between the satellites will 
increases continuously but the orbit will be the same. 

 Even one degree difference in separation angle combined with relative 
velocity will ensure that no two satellites would collide. 

4. ISRO’s workhorse PSLV (C37) with 103 satellites will be launched from the 
Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh. With the 
exception of three satellites from India, the rest are from other countries. 

 

GS:3—SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

HIV 
diagnose 
technique 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (New technique for faster diagnosis of HIV) 
1. NEWS: -Scientists have developed a new method for medical testing that may 

lead to faster diagnosis of HIV, Lyme disease, syphilis and rotavirus infections. 
2. Technology used: - 

 combined cutting-edge nanoscience with a magnetic phenomenon discovered 
more than 170 years ago to create the method for speedy medical tests. 

 nanoparticles with an iron core and applied a magnetic field to the solution, 
causing the particles to align in a particular formation. 

 As proteins bind to the antibody-coated particles, the rotation of the particles 
becomes sluggish, which is easy to detect with laser optics. 

3. Current technique: -nanoparticles with the antibody to BSA, or bovine serum 
albumin, which is commonly used as the basis of a variety of diagnostic tests. 

 

JANUARY ‘23’, 2017 

 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 
 

Railway safety 
issue 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg9 Derailments rise but safety reports gather dust) 
1. The Commission of Railway Safety (CRS), under administrative control of 

the Civil Aviation Ministry, is yet to submit the preliminary finding report 
of the Patna-bound Indore-Rajendranagar Express derailment another 
derailment of the Hirakhand Express in Andhra Pradesh has happened. 

2. Reason: -Derailments happen due to fault in either railway tracks or the 
rolling stock. 

3. The Standing Committee on Railways in its recent ‘Safety and Security 
in Railways’ report said  

 The Railways has failed in maintaining safety standards of the rail tracks. 
“…track forms the backbone of the rail transportation system and 
therefore, needs to be maintained in a safe and fit condition. 

 also criticised the Railways for failing to address the human error 
involved in rail accidents. Around 70 % of the rail accidents in 2015-16 
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occurred due to the fault of railway staff such as poor maintenance, non-
adherence to safety rules and adopting short-cuts. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 
 

Jallikattu 
issue 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg8 Jallikattu verdict spurred a flood of animal rights cases 
in Supreme Court) 

1. News:- In Animal Welfare Board of India versus A. Nagaraja, the Supreme 
Court historically extended the fundamental right to life to animals. It 
held that bulls have the fundamental right under Article 21 of the Indian 
Constitution to live in a healthy and clean atmosphere, not to be beaten, 
kicked, bitten, tortured, plied with alcohol by humans or made to stand in 
narrow enclosures amidst bellows and jeers from crowds. In short, the 
Supreme Court declared that animals have a right to protect their life and 
dignity from human excesses. 

2. Article 21, till then, had been confined to only human life and dignity. In 
May 2014, with its jallikattu verdict, the Supreme Court  stretched the 
fundamental right to include “every species.” 

 

GS:2—IR 
 

Rohingyas 
issue 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 The nowhere people next door) 
1. Challenges faced by Rohingyas:- 

 persecuted at home in Myanmar 

 rejected or barely tolerated abroad 

 sacrificed at the altar of strategic calculations by powerful neighbours. 

 institutionally discriminated and denied basic human rights in a legally-
sanctioned manner as well as removed from the mainstream, over a million 
Rohingyas have no land they can call home. 

 not recognised by the Myanmar government as an official ethnic group and 
are therefore denied citizenship. Most Rohingyas are not qualified to be 
citizens of Myanmar as per the 1982 Citizenship Law, which was 
promulgated by the erstwhile military junta. 

Myanmar govt. claimed that there were no Rohingyas in Myanmar before the 
British brought ‘Bengalis’ to Burma, there is sufficient evidence to show that the 
Rohingyas pre-existed the British-engineered migration (during the British 
occupation of the Arakan State in 1823) from present-day Bangladesh to Burma. 

2. Despite Ms. Suu Kyi in political position, makes it hard for her to respond to 
the crisis as effectively as she could have. Reason:- 

 The military continues to have a strong hold over the civilian government in 
Myanmar, especially on key issues such as defence, border affairs and home 
affairs. 

 The country’s constitution also reserves one-fourth of the seats in 
Parliament for the military.  

 And though Ms. Suu Kyi’s party is in power, she herself is barred from 
becoming the country’s president (she holds the post of State Counsellor) 
since her children are British citizens. 

 She is clearly floundering in her attempts to reconcile the political utility of 
Myanmar’s quasi-democracy, which is a result of her decades-long struggle, 
and the moral question of the Rohingyas’ human rights. For example, she 
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has not fully acknowledged the extent of violence the Rohingyas are 
systematically subjected to by the government she leads. During the 2015 
election campaign, she was even accused of not visiting the Rohingyas, lest 
it invite the wrath of the majority Buddhist community, some of whose 
leaders are vociferously anti-Rohingya. 

3. Initiatives taken:- 

 In August last year, Ms. Suu Kyi formed an advisory commission on Rakhine 
State under the chairmanship of Kofi Annan, former Secretary General of 
the United Nations. 

 It seems to be an advisory body for development and reconciliation rather 
than one that can objectively investigate violence committed against the 
Rohingya community. Can there be peace without justice? 

 The UN has also proven to be powerless on the Rohingya question, as it has 
been on most questions lately. In May 2015, when the UN Security Council 
held a closed-door briefing on the human rights situation in Myanmar, China 
made it clear that it was an internal matter of Myanmar. 

4. China less interested to resolve the issue:- For Beijing, its relationship with 
Myanmar’s Generals is important to gain access to the country’s natural 
resources, and recruiting Myanmar for China’s larger economic goals which 
include opening a land corridor to the Bay of Bengal. 

5. India is also not taking interest:- 

 India, a traditional home for Myanmar’s pro-democracy activists, has been 
reluctant to either speak out about the violence against the Rohingyas or 
accommodate them in significant numbers. Beijing’s closeness to Myanmar 
clearly worries New Delhi. Its reluctance also comes from the fact that 
Myanmar’s assistance is seen as significant in dealing with the insurgency in 
the Northeast. 

 The new bill, the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2016, proposes that Hindus, 
Sikhs, Jains, Parsis and Christians entering India from Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh and Pakistan not be considered as “illegal immigrants”. Not 
mention about Rohingya’s. 

6. Way ahead:- Although New Delhi’s reluctance to speak out publicly about 
the violations against the Rohingyas is understandable, it can ill afford to 
ignore the crisis in Myanmar. Even if human rights considerations are the 
least of New Delhi’s worries, it is clearly in its interest to ensure that stability 
and peace return to the Rakhine state. 

 For one, as and when peace returns to Myanmar, India can ask the latter to 
rehabilitate the Rohingyas (like it did vis-à-vis East Pakistan refugees after 
the 1971 war).  

 Second, a stable and democratic Myanmar will naturally gravitate towards 
New Delhi. 

  Third, and perhaps most importantly, the Rohingya crisis, if it remains 
unsettled, can become a path toward radicalisation and pose a greater 
security threat for India. There are reports of increasing radicalisation 
among sections of the Rohingya community. 

It should perhaps consider appointing a special envoy for this purpose who should 
hold discreet negotiations with Myanmar’s military, Ms. Suu Kyi, Dhaka and Beijing 
in order to bring an end to the crisis. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 
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Compulsory 
retirements 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg11 dealing with deadwood) 
1. The Central government’s recent decision to compulsorily retire two Indian 

Police Service (IPS) officers and one Indian Administrative Service (IAS) 
officer for ‘non-performance’ is bold and laudable. 

2. The compulsory retirements are in pursuance of the service rules that 
contemplate a review either when an officer reaches the age of 50 or 
completes 25 years of service. 

3. Analysis of the above move:- 

 Administer a shock to a complacent and growingly dishonest civil service. 

 Uphold the basic democratic principle of a healthy executive control over 
the civil service, and actions like these, undertaken clinically and without 
malice, are a sine qua non if we want to enhance the currently poor 
standards of public administration. 

4. Benefits of job:- 

 All India Services and the Central Services are paid well by Indian standards.  

 Each Pay Commission has enlarged the civil service pay packet and 
perquisites.  

 don’t have to exert yourself on the job to earn a promotion 

 Earn the maximum pension of ₹1,12,500 per month.  

 After passing the Union Public Service Commission examination, the system 
takes care of you. 

5. Status:-  

 Only around 10 per cent of officers remain current in their knowledge and 
exert themselves to keep the administrative system in shape. 

 it is a sad fact that ordinary citizens mostly cannot get through to any 
senior member of the bureaucracy, either in person or over the telephone, 
to express their grievances. 

 The malady of non-performance arises from the fact that not all positions 
in governments at the Centre and in the States are meaningful. You have a 
bloated bureaucracy, and portfolios are created only to accommodate 
officers. As a result, many officers do not have more than a few hours of 
work a day. A product of this is indolence, and a long spell of inactivity 
leads to loss of initiative and a desire to be productive. It is against this 
backdrop that one should study the phenomenon of how some senior 
officers become deadwood, and how only a few select ones get to be in 
important positions during their careers. 

6. Concern:- 

 If a District Collector or a District Superintendent of Police is himself not a 
model of efficiency and honesty, the trainee Assistant Collector or Assistant 
Superintendent of Police cannot go elsewhere to learn the virtues of hard 
work and probity. 

 The only obstacle in the way of drastic civil service reform — like the one 
pursued by the present government at the Centre — is the judiciary that 
overturns or stays every administrative action against an erring senior 
officer. Courts would earn the admiration of a harassed public if they 
stopped interfering in disciplinary matters once they are satisfied that 
prescribed procedures had been followed in a case coming up before them 
and there is no malice writ large on a decision. Judicial overstepping, while 
correcting unjust action against a few honest civil servants, unwittingly 
promotes the cause of many unscrupulous elements. The track record of 
administrative tribunals in the country is a matter of great concern to those 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/Compulsory-exit-for-2-IPS-officers/article17051732.ece
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looking for a balanced and objective bureaucracy. There is need here for an 
immediate corrective by the Union Law Ministry. 

7. Conclusion:-  
If the system is functioning and has not collapsed, it is because we still have a 
handful of outstanding men and women in the higher bureaucracy, who are 
motivated by a spirit of service and have the conviction that they will be models to 
young officers. 

 

 

JANUARY ‘24’, 2017 

 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:2—HEALTH 
 

Tuberculosis 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg9 SC for daily drug dosage regimen for TB patients) 
1. The Supreme Court gave the government nine months to replace the 

thrice-a-week dosage norm of tuberculosis drugs with a daily dosage 
regimen recently approved by the World Health Organisation to curb 
relapse and deaths during treatment. 

 

GS:2—IR 
 

India UAE 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg12 UAE signals a ‘Look East’ policy) 
1. UAE is likely to conclude the comprehensive strategic partnership with India. 
2. There has been continuous Indian presence in the UAE since at least the 18th 

century. Today, Indians make up 30% of the country’s population — the 
single largest expatriate community. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

FRBM Act 
 
 
 
 

Source—the Hindu (pg15 N.K. Singh panel submits report on FRBM Act) 
1. NEWS: -the N.K. Singh panel submitted its report on revising the Fiscal 

Responsibility and Budget Management Act. 
2. The context of the committee was that India’s FRBM for the centre and the 

states had fixed, rigid targets for the fiscal deficit that were to be achieved 
and sustained over the medium term. 

3. About report: - 

 The first volume of the report dealt with the issues of fiscal policy, fiscal 
roadmap, international experience and the recommendations on these 
issues. 

 Volume 2 is on the international experience, Volume 3 deals with the Centre 
and states, and Volume 4 incorporates papers by lots of experts 
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4. The government has set a fiscal deficit target of 3.5% of GDP for FY17, a 
lower target than the 3.9 per cent set for 2015-16, which was achieved. 

5. There is now a school of thought which believes that instead of fixed 
numbers as fiscal deficit targets, it may be better to have a fiscal deficit range 
as the target, which would give necessary policy space to the government to 
deal with dynamic situations. There is also a suggestion that fiscal expansion 
or contraction should be aligned with credit contraction or expansion, 
respectively, in the economy. 

 
 
 
 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

Global 
investment 
agreement 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg15 India rejects attempts by EU, Canada for global 
investment agreement) 

1. India, along with Brazil, Argentina and some other nations, has rejected an 
informal attempt by the European Union (EU) and Canada to work towards 
a global investment agreement at the World Trade Organisation (WTO)-
level that would incorporate a contentious Investor-State Dispute 
Settlement (ISDS) mechanism. 

2. The ISDS mechanism has become contentious as it permits companies to 
drag governments to international arbitration without exhausting the local 
remedies and claim huge amounts as compensation citing losses they 
suffered due to reasons, including policy changes. 

3. India’s agenda for debate: - 

 India pushed for discussions on its proposal for a Trade Facilitation in 
Services (TFS) Agreement at the WTO-level. The pact, among other things, 
aims to facilitate easier movement of skilled workers and professionals 
across borders for short-term work. 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg15 Use Aadhaar e-KYC to verify mobile users’) 
1. The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) has recommended the use 

of Aadhaar-based e-KYC for verification of existing mobile subscribers. TRAI 
has also recommended that the use of Aadhaar-based e-KYC be permitted 
for outstation customers. 

2. Objective: - 

 Aadhaar linked e-KYC service provides a robust mechanism to verify the 
identity of a person electronically and instantaneously from the source itself, 
based on the biometrics of a person. Thus, it takes care of the issues relating 
to fake or forged identity proof and manual entry into the system etc. 

 The existing paper-based KYC is not robust enough and the possibility of 
significant number of working SIMs, which may have been acquired on 
fake/forged identity, cannot be fully ruled out. The owner of such fake 
identity would not even be aware that SIMs are working in his/her name, 

3. However, this process should be optional to the service providers as well as 
mobile subscribers. 
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GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

Favouring Public 
Borrowing and 
UBI issue 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 The price of fiscal folly) 
1. General viewpoint 1:- Government spending by means of borrowing 

put burden on future generations. 
2. Counter to viewpoint1:- 

 Actually, directly or indirectly, every expenditure will serve as a draught 
on today’s resources, i.e., labour and capital equipment. 

 Unlike natural capital, these resources are man-made, and expenditure 
can actually create more of them.  

 Furthermore, these newly-minted resources are inherited by future 
generations who far from being short-changed are left with more 
income-earning assets than they would have had were the government 
to desist from borrowing to spend today.  

 Sure, future generations would have to pay more taxes to retire the 
government’s debt, but so long as the returns are greater than the 
interest burden, future generations are unambiguously better off.  

 Are not at least some sections of India better off now that in the 1950s 
the Government of India had borrowed to build housing for public 
servants and the Indian Institutes of Technology and Management? 

3. General viewpoint 2:- Presumably, it is the possibility of a rise in the 
interest rate that unleashes the challenge in the form of the argument 
of crowding out, whereby a rise in public spending raises the interest 
rate faced by the private sector. 

4. Counter to viewpoint2:- 

 This can be simply and effectively dealt with through monetary policy.  

 For example, ‘Quantitative easing’ in the United States was precisely 
such a mechanism whereby the central bank ensured that an 
expansionary fiscal policy following the financial crisis did not result in a 
rise in the interest rate. 

 Far from government spending via borrowing crowding out private 
expenditure, it leads to a ‘crowding in’ whereby the demand generated 
by government spending expands the market for private investors, 
raising the level of economic activity today and even in the future.  

 Of course, this requires the existence of unemployed resources, which 
is mostly the case in a large part of the economy.  

 So, the assertion that greater public spending would crowd out private 
investment is based jointly on a refusal to accept accommodating 
monetary policy as valid and the assumption that the economy is at full 
employment. 

5. The case has been made for the provision by government of a 
universal basic income (UBI). (the economist Vijay Joshi has in his 
book, India’s Long Road, proposed that every citizen be given an 
income transfer equivalent to what is needed to raise those currently 
deemed poor to above the official poverty line. He shows that this 
would involve a transfer of ₹3,500 per capita per annum.) 

6. Criticism of UBI:- 

 it is an unusual approach to poverty eradication that the non-poor, who 
in India are the majority and some of whom are rich by international 
standards, be given the same income as the poorest. 
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 It may be imagined that the idea of UBI is based on the social 
democratic imagination, but the welfarism that it implies is neither 
socialist nor democratic. It is distinctly at odds with Karl Marx’s vision of 
a decent society as one which draws from “each according to their 
abilities (and gives) to each according to their needs” 

 Enthusiasts of the UBI would need to account for a scheme in which the 
able-bodied receive as much as the infirm and infants receive as much 
as their mothers. There appears to be a mismatch between rights and 
responsibilities here. 

 
7. Conclusion:- 

 Public borrowing is not necessarily bad but borrowing to distribute for 
consumption is to be guarded against. As monies are fungible, when, as 
now, the Government of India has debt outstanding, launching the UBI 
would amount precisely to that. 

 From the country’s point of view, if we spend the money we now have 
for some petty immediate benefits, there will not be any permanent 
benefit.” 

 

GS2—POLITY 
 

Welfare  
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg8 Kerala village set to become drug-free) 
1. Disha-2017, an anti-drug awareness campaign of the Koodaranhi grama 

panchayat. 
2. About Disha-2017 

 The project, being launched to help the village achieve drug-free status, 
will encourage de-addiction programmes and raids against hooch dens.  

 Disha will make use of the service of its local vigilance committees in the 
panchayat. The committees will be responsible for alerting local body 
administrators on illicit liquor sales and the distribution of sedative 
substances. 

 Home visits and counselling service to the needy will also be offered 
under the scheme. 

 

JANUARY ‘25’, 2017 

 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 
 

Climate change 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg9 India to ratify amended version of Kyoto Protocol) 
1. News: -In a token measure to put pressure on developed countries to 

deliver on climate change commitments, India will soon ratify an 
amended version of the Kyoto Protocol. 
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2. Until now, 75 countries have ratified the so-called Doha Amendment 
of the Kyoto Protocol, which spans from 2012 to 2020, and falls far 
short of the 144 needed to bring it into force . 

3. The 1997 Kyoto Protocol came into effect in 2005 and obligated the 
rich and industrialised countries to reduce emissions by 5.2% of 1990 
levels during the 2008-2012 period. 

4. Implementation of Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) projects 
under this commitment period in accordance with sustainable 
development priorities will attract some investments in India as well. 

 
 

 

GS:3—SCIENCE&TECHNOLOGY 
 

Defence 
 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg9 Improved Pinaka rockets test-fired) 
1. Pinaka rockets, with a guidance system and an enhanced range, were 

successfully test-fired from the Integrated Test Range (ITR) at 
Chandipur in Odisha. 

2. About rocket:- 

 The earlier Pinaka version, which was an unguided one, has now been 
transformed into a guided version, with a navigation, guidance and 
control kit developed by the Research Centre, Imarat (RCI), Hyderabad. 

Benefit: -the conversion helped in enhancing the range and accuracy of 
Pinaka. If its range was earlier 40 km, it is more than 70 km now. Radars, 
electro-optical systems and telemetry systems at the ITR tracked and 
monitored the rocket all through its flight path. 

 The guided version is Pinaka mark-II, which evolved from Pinaka mark-
I. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 
 

Political 
parties 
funding 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg12 69% of political funds was from unknown sources) 
1. The total income of national and regional political parties between 2004-

05 and 2014-15 stood at ₹11,367 crore, with the highest of ₹3,982 crore 
being the Congress’s share. However, 69% of the income of these parties 
was from unknown sources. 

2. The income of national parties from unknown sources increased by 313% 
during the decade; for the regional parties, it went up by 652%. The BSP is 
the only party which has got 100% of its income through donations from 
unknown sources. 

3. According to the ADR, the Income-Tax returns of 42 of the 51 regional 
parties analysed were unavailable for at least one financial year. 

4. Way ahead: - 

  full details of all donors be made available for public scrutiny under the 
RTI. Some countries where this is done include Bhutan, Nepal, Germany, 
France, Italy, Brazil, Bulgaria, the United States and Japan. 

 the Election Commission had recommended that tax exemption be 
awarded only to those political parties which contest and win seats in Lok 
Sabha or Assembly elections. The EC also suggested that details of all 
donors who donate above ₹2,000 be made public. Scrutiny of the political 
party’s financial documents should be conducted annually by a body 
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approved by the EC and the Comptroller and Auditor General for greater 
transparency and accountability. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

Guidelines on 
the Place of 
Effective 
Management 
(POEM) 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg15 Tax guidelines to target shell companies notified) 
1. News: -The Finance Ministry made public the final guidelines on the Place 

of Effective Management (POEM), underlining the government’s intent to 
target shell companies created to keep income out of India even when 
real management is taking place within the country. 

What is POEM? 
The Place of Effective Management is defined in the Income Tax Act to mean “a 
place where key management and commercial decisions that are necessary for 
the conduct of the business of an entity as a whole are, in substance, made. 
What is shell company? 
Companies which are created for retaining income outside India although real 
control and management of affairs is located in India. 

2. About guidelines: - 

 According to the guidelines, a company will be deemed to be engaged in 
active business outside India if the passive income is not more than 50% 
of its total income and less than 50% of its total assets are situated in 
India, less than 50% of the total number of employees are situated in 
India or are resident in India, and the payroll expenses on such employees 
is less than 50% of the total payroll expenditure. 

What is passive income? 
Passive income, for example is “income from the transactions where both the 
purchase and sale of goods is from/to its associated enterprises and income by 
way of royalty, dividend, capital gains, interest or rental income. 
This definition, however, will not apply in the case of a banking company or 
public financial institution. 

 Head Office’ of a company would be the place where the company's 
senior management and their direct support staff are located or, if they 
are located at more than one location, the place where they are primarily 
or predominantly located,” the guidelines added. “A company’s head 
office is not necessarily the same as the place where the majority of its 
employees work or where its board typically meets.” 

 The CBDT has provided adequate safeguards to ensure that the POEM 
guidelines do not become an oppressive tool in the hands of revenue to 
harass genuine assesses. Now the assessing officer can ascertain the 
residential status of foreign company on basis of POEM guidelines only 
after taking two-stage approval. First approval is required before 
initiating any proceedings and second approval is required before giving 
any final finding on residential status of foreign company. 

 According to the guidelines, the first stage would involve the 
identification of the person or persons who actually make the key 
management and commercial decision for the conduct of the company’s 
business as a whole. The second stage would be the determination of the 
place where these decisions are in fact being made. 

 In addition, controls have been placed over a tax assessing officer 
triggering these rules. He will need approval of a three-member collegium 
of his senior officers prior to invoking these guidelines. 
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GS:2—GOVERNANCE 
 

Welfare 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg16 Govt launches Varishtha Pension Bima Yojana) 
1. News: -The Union Cabinet gave its post-facto approval for the launch of 

the Varishtha Pension Bima Yojana 2017. 
2. About scheme: - 

 The scheme will be implemented through Life Insurance Corporation of 
India (LIC) during the current financial year to provide social security 
during old age and protect elderly persons aged 60 years and above 
against a future fall in their interest income due to uncertain market 
conditions. 

 The scheme is meant to provide an assured pension based on a 
guaranteed rate of return of 8% per annum for ten years, with an option 
to opt for pension on a monthly/quarterly/half-yearly or annual basis. 

 The difference between the return generated by LIC and the assured 
return of 8% per annum would be borne by Government of India as 
subsidy on an annual basis. 

 VPBY-2017 is proposed to be open for subscription for a period of one 
year from the date of launch. 

 

GS:2—IR 
 

India-UAE 
 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg11 Bridging the Gulf) 
1. India-UAE relation analysis 

 After China and the U.S., the UAE is India’s largest trading partner. 
Currently, India and the UAE have a $350 billion bilateral trade, which 
they plan to increase three times in the near future. 

 Both sides denounced and opposed terrorism in “all forms and 
manifestations, wherever committed and by whomever, calling on all 
states to reject and abandon the use of terrorism against other countries, 
dismantle terrorism infrastructures where they exist, and bring 
perpetrators of terrorism to justice.” 

That Mr. Modi could get the UAE, one of the countries closest to Pakistan, to 
deliver such a message shows how well he had read the changing strategic 
realities in West Asia. 

2. Way ahead: - 

 The Abu Dhabi Investment Authority, one of the largest sovereign wealth 
funds, is seeking to identify investment opportunities in the Indian 
infrastructure sector. 

  The $75 billion UAE-India Infrastructure Investment Fund, to support 
investment in India’s infrastructure sector over a decade, has not seen 
much progress and the two sides are hoping to put it on a fast track. 

3. Importance of GCC to India: - 

 The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) is India’s second-largest trading 
partner, the largest single origin of imports into the country, and the 
second largest destination for exports from India. The GCC countries 
supply 45 per cent of India’s petroleum, with the UAE being the sixth 
largest source of imports of crude oil. 
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 The region remains a major destination for Indian investment. India 
hopes that major GCC states such as Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and Oman 
will participate in its planned infrastructure expansion. 

 India’s trade and energy security is inextricably linked to the security of 
the Straits of Hormuz and Bab-el-Mandeb. With this in mind, the Indian 
Navy regularly visits Gulf ports, and trains with states in the region. It has 
undertaken a series of naval exercises with a number of Gulf States in 
recent years, thereby helping in expanding India’s reach in the region. 
Indian warships have also been deployed in the Gulf of Aden to carry out 
anti-piracy patrols. 

 In addition, Indians are the largest expatriate community in the GCC 
states, numbering around 7 million. There are an estimated 2.6 million 
Indians in the UAE alone. Indian expatriate labour constitutes around 30 
per cent of the total population of the UAE, and Indians have a significant 
presence in Bahrain, Oman, and Qatar. India receives around 52 per cent 
of its remittances from its Gulf expatriates, which have contributed 
significantly to India’s economic resurgence. 

 Concerns about the living and working conditions in the host countries.  

 India is pursuing manpower and labour agreements with Gulf states to 
help Indian workers in the region.  

 It has also launched the eMigrate system for recruitment of Indian 
workers across the 17 Emigration Check Required countries. 

 
4. GCC’s interest in India: - 

 the Gulf states are interested in human resources from India in order to 
develop sectors as varied as information technology, construction, 
transportation and services. 

5. Conclusion:- 
India is well positioned to emerge as a credible security and economic partner of 
the UAE and the larger Gulf region at a time when the West is looking inwards 
and China’s rise is getting hobbled by its aggressive rhetoric on territorial issues. 

 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 
 

National Action 
Plan On 
climate change 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg9 Climate change plan to get new missions) 
1. India’s eight-point plan to fight climate change will soon become a 11-

point plan with new missions to address the impact of climate change on 
health, coastal zones and waste-to-energy on the anvil. 

2. Background:- 
Since 2012, the Prime Minister’s Council on Climate Change India has instituted a 
National Action Plan on Assessment, Adaptation and Mitigation of Climate 
Change, that has specified eight national missions. 

3. About plan:- 
Plan include 

 National Water Mission 

 Green India Mission 

 National Solar Mission 

 National Mission on Sustainable Habitat 

 National Mission on Enhanced Energy Efficiency 

  National Mission for Sustaining Himalayan Ecosystem 
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 National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture 

 National Mission on Strategic Knowledge for Climate Change. 
 

 

GS:2—POLITY 
 

Political 
party 
funding 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg7 Donations of electoral trusts not personal info) 
1. Details of donations received by electoral trusts and their further distribution 

to political parties are neither personal information nor held by the Income-
Tax Department in fiduciary capacity, the Central Information Commission 
(CIC) has said in an order aimed at ensuring transparency in electoral funding. 

2. The Commission has directed the Income-Tax Department to make public the 
list of electoral trusts formed during 10 years since 2003-04 and whether they 
received Income-Tax exemptions. 

3. The Bench said the CIC directive to disclose Income-Tax returns of the 
political parties became final as that was neither challenged nor reversed. 

4. Similarly, the financial resources of electoral trusts cannot be classified under 
any category of secrecy or be exempted under any clause of Section 8 of the 
RTI Act, the Bench held. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

Cashless 
transaction 
 
 
 

Source—The Indian Express (pg21 Bring back BCTT, remove retro tax: CMs’ panel 
to PM) 

1. Union govt. appointed a Committee of Chief Ministers headed by Andhra 
Pradesh CM N Chandrababu Naidu on Digital Payments, with an aim to 
disincentivise cash transactions and promote electronic payment modes. 

2. Recommendation:- 

 Reintroduction of the banking cash transaction tax (BCTT) while providing 
tax refund to consumers using digital payment up to a certain proportion of 
annual income  

The BCTT, which was levied on cash withdrawals of over Rs 50,000, was originally 
introduced in 2005 to keep a track of unaccounted money and trace its source, 
but was withdrawn with effect from April 1, 2009. Furthermore, the Tax 
Administration Reforms Committee chaired by Parthasarathi Shome had also in 
2014 recommended reinstating the said tax as “an effective administrative 
measure”. 

 Relief be provided to merchants engaging in digital transactions by not 
levying any retrospective taxes on them. 

 The committee has suggested a ceiling on cash usage in all types of large 
sized transactions. 

 Further, to encourage the expansion and acceptance of connectivity and 
electronic infrastructure the committee has recommended the Ministry of 
Electronics and Information Technology to provide a subsidy of up to Rs 
1,000 for smartphones for small merchants and those outside the income 
tax bracket.  

 A 50 per cent subsidy has also been suggested for biometric sensors such as 
fingerprint readers and iris scanners. 
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3. Another committee on digital payments chaired by former finance secretary 
Ratan Watal 

4. common recommendation:- 

 Creation of a fund from savings generated through cashless transactions for 
incentivising bank acceptance infrastructure creation in semi-urban and 
rural areas. 

 leveraging Aadhaar for authentication of digital transactions, various 
measures to encourage digital payments through means such as tax 
rebates, incentives, etc. 

 

 

Summary of articles of The Hindu, The Indian express and  

The Economics Times relevant for UPSC 

 

JANUARY ‘26’, 2017 
 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 
 

Corruption 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg1 Transparency puts India on list for failing to curb 
corruption) 

1. A major international index of corruption and transparency has placed 
India on the watch list for its inability to curb mega corruption scandals and 
petty bribery. 

2. The annual index of Transparency International issued for 2016 placed 
India with Brazil and China in the 40th position. 

3. The impact of corruption on poverty, illiteracy and policy brutality showed 
that not only was the economy growing but so was inequality. 

4. Example of lack of transparency:- The demonetisation process is the latest 
indicator of the lack of transparency in the system, where even the Reserve 
Bank of India is not able to spell out the exact details of the operation 

5. Way ahead:- 

 The government should focus on the issue of Lokpal and whistleblower 
protection. 

 boost the anti-corruption structure 
6. South Asia had performed poorly. Bangladesh at 27th and Nepal at 29th 

positions were slotted in the highly corrupt section. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 
 

Political 
Party  
funding 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 Donations and disclosures) 
1. Context:- An analysis by the Association for Democratic Reforms shows that 

69% of funds and contributions received by political parties from 2004-05 to 
2014-15 came from unknown sources. 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/%E2%80%9869-of-political-funds-was-from-unknown-sources%E2%80%99/article17089815.ece
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2. Statistics:-  
Going by income tax returns and statements submitted to the Election Commission, six 
national and 51 recognised regional parties together had an income of ₹11,367.34 
crore during this period, but only ₹1,835.63 crore came from named donors, while 
other declared sources such as sale of assets, bank interest, membership fee and sale 
of publications accounted for ₹1,698.73 crore. This means a total income of ₹7,832.98 
crore came from unknown sources. 

3. Current ruling:- 
Under the present income tax law, parties need not disclose the names of those 
donating up to ₹20,000. To enjoy income tax exemption, they need to maintain 
records only of those who donate sums above this. This provision effectively gives 
parties the required cover to pass off sizeable donations as small contributions from 
anonymous donors. 

4. Reform suggested:- 

 In 2013, the Central Information Commission ruled that political parties were 
covered under the Right to Information Act. It was pointed out that they got 
tax exemptions, land allotments and free airtime on state-owned media, in 
effect benefiting significantly from the exchequer. The order, however, is yet 
to be accepted by parties. 

 State funding, perhaps partial, of elections is another solution to reduce the 
dependency on contributions, though the financial implications of this needs 
careful consideration.  

 A more practical mechanism is to have a regulatory authority to receive 
authentic reports on political funding, scrutinise them and put them in the 
public domain.  

5. Conclusion:-Transparency in funding is essential to ensuring clean, democratic 
governance. 

 

GS:2—IR 
 

Energy  
security 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg15 India to fill strategic reserve facility at Mangaluru with oil 
from UAE) 

1. India signed a deal with the United Arab Emirates that allows the Gulf nation to 
fill half of an underground crude oil storage facility at Mangaluru that is part of 
New Delhi’s strategic reserve system. 

2. About strategic reserve system:- 

 India, hedging against energy security risks as it imports most of its oil needs, is 
building emergency storage in underground caverns to hold 36.87 million 
barrels of crude, or about 10 days of its average daily oil demand in 2016. 

 This will...help to ensure India’s energy security and enable us to meet the 
nation’s growing demand for energy. 

 Storage sites:- 
a. the Mangaluru storage in Karnataka 
b. a Vizag storage site in southern Andhra Pradesh 
c. 18.3 million-barrel facility at Padur in Karnataka. 
3. UAE’s Abu Dhabi National Oil Co. (ADNOC) will store about six million barrels of 

oil at Mangaluru, taking up about half of the site’s capacity. India has already 
filled the other half of the Mangaluru storage in Karnataka state with six million 
barrels of Iranian oil. 

4. has also filled a Vizag storage site in southern Andhra Pradesh with 7.55 million 
barrels of Iraqi oil. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-newdelhi/%E2%80%98Donations-of-electoral-trusts-not-personal-info%E2%80%99/article17091424.ece
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GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

Cashless 
economy 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Economic Times (pg18 Infrastructure key to reduce cash use) 
1. Andhra Pradesh chief minister Chandrababu Naidu’s panel on digital 

payments has been pragmatic to recommend a carrot-and-stick policy to get 
people to switch to digital payments from cash transactions. 

2. Prerequisite:- 

 The enabling infrastructure has to be put in place first then Penalties such as 
the proposed levy on cash withdrawals above a certain limit should kick in 
only thereafter. 

 The government must ensure that a fully functional infrastructure is in place 
for use of digital payments. Every individual must have a bank account, which 
is easy to access. The existing set of Jan Dhan accounts do not quite qualify. 

 Ubiquitous, reliable data connectivity is the next requirement. This is still far 
from a reality as of today. The need is for not just physical infrastructure such 
as network connectivity, but also foolproof security. Individuals must feel safe 
that their accounts will not be hacked. 

 The need is to bring down the cost of electronic payments. There is scope to 
lower each of the three elements of such costs: the fees collected respectively 
by the card-issuing bank, the card-acquiring bank that deploys the swipe 
machine and by payment networks RuPay, Visa and MasterCard. 

Solution  to bring down the cost of electronic payments:- 
Competition from payment networks and sharing of cost savings from reduced cash 
should bring down merchant costs. 

 

 

GS:2—HEALTH 
 

Child 
mortality 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Indian Express (Shot in the arm) 

1. The highest possible physical and mental development can only be attained 
by investing in the initial five years of a person’s life as this ensures survival 
with improved cognition. The Ministry of Health & Family Welfare (MoHFW) 
is therefore working towards ensuring the most productive life for a person 
by specifically focussing on the initial five years of life. 

2. Achievements in health sector:- 

 India should take pride in its progress in public health.  

 Life expectancy has increased from 63.5 to 67.9 during the last decade;  

 through 2009 to 2015, the maternal mortality rate has decreased from 212 
deaths per 100,000 live births to 167 deaths and infant mortality rate has 
decreased from 50 to 37 deaths per 1,000 live births.  

3. One of the biggest challenges we continue to face is high child death and 
disability. 

 Every year, 2.6 crore children are born in India; nearly 11.4 lakh die before 
their fifth birthday, many from preventable causes. 

4. Solution:-A powerful weapon against deadly childhood diseases is 
immunisation. To ensure that every child has access to immunisation, 
MoHFW launched Mission Indradhanush (MI) in 2014. 

5. About MI:- 

 The goal of MI is to achieve more than 90 per cent full immunisation 
coverage among children in the country by 2020.  
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 MI is a special drive to vaccinate all unvaccinated and partially vaccinated 
children, protecting them against 10 life-threatening diseases, including 
diphtheria, whooping cough, tetanus, polio and measles, among others.  

 During MI drives, pregnant women are administered the tetanus vaccine, 
ORS packets and zinc tablets are distributed for use in the event of severe 
diarrhoea or dehydration and vitamin A doses are administered to boost 
child immunity. 

Other initiatives:-  

 Further, the government has strategically introduced several new vaccines 
in the Universal Immunisation Programme (UIP): The pentavalent vaccine, 
which protects against five diseases, was introduced throughout the 
country in 2015; rotavirus vaccine, which protects against rotavirus 
diarrhoea, has been introduced in four states so far; and inactivated polio 
vaccine, which protects against polio, was introduced in 2015 and 
expanded across all states by the middle of 2016.  

 In the coming weeks, govt. will introduce two new vaccines into the UIP — 
measles-rubella (MR) vaccine, for protection against measles as well as 
congenital birth defects caused by rubella, and pneumococcal conjugate 
vaccine (PCV) to protect against pneumonia.  

6. Reason for child mortality:- 

 Pneumonia and severe diarrhoea are responsible for more deaths of children 
under five in the country than all other infectious diseases 

 Measles and rubella also contribute significantly to India’s child mortality and 
morbidity. Thankfully, the MR vaccine protects children against measles as 
well as rubella. Protection from rubella is essential to prevent congenital 
rubella syndrome, which can cause blinding cataracts, deafness and heart 
disease. 

7. Successful efforts of govt.:- 

Trainings offered to frontline workers are facilitating a higher number of institutional 
deliveries and increase in newborn care, in addition to immunisation. As health 
workers reach out to people in previously unaccessed and remote areas, MI has 
created an interface to connect populations with a wide range of health services and 
strengthened health systems in these areas. The life of every child is precious. Our 
government is committed to investing in India’s children, towards enabling a secure 
and progressive future. 

 

JANUARY ‘27’, 2017 

 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:2—IR 
 

Syria issue 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg11 Peace is a process) 
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1. Context:- Two days of talks over the war in Syria ended this week in 
Astana, Kazakhstan. 

2. Current situation in Syria:- 
Wars end either with a decisive victory or in exhaustion. In Syria, neither 
condition has been reached. 

3. Reason for the ceasefire:- 

 Turkey has decided that this war has spilled over into its territory, 
which could break the country apart.  

 Saudi Arabia, stuck in the Yemeni quagmire, finds that its proxies can 
no longer compete with Russian air power. 

  The U.S., which failed to create a moderate army, now understands 
that the most capable fighters on the ground against the Syrian 
government are not to be trusted.  

 This lack of external support brought most of the armed opposition to 
Astana, where they took their seats uncomfortably. 

4. How to define ceasefire? (2 views emerged):- 
View 1:- The armed opposition, led by Mohammed Alloush of Saudi Arabia’s 
proxy, Jaysh al-Islam, wanted a national ceasefire. 
View 2:-  Syria’s government and the Iranians are keen to remain effectively at 
the local level. 

Why syrian govt. ssek ceasfire at local level:- This would allow them latitude 
to strike rebel targets where they are seen to be weak and then sue for 
peace when they have attained their objective — what is on display in the 
suburbs of Damascus. 

5. Concern:-  

 The three powers agreed upon a mechanism to monitor the ceasefire, 
although this does not cover those who did not come to Astana. 

 Turkey’s main proxy, Ahrar al-Sham, did not come to Astana. 

 The two parties that are outside the ceasefire are the Islamic State (IS) 
and the al-Qaeda proxy, Jabhat Fateh al-Sham (JFS). 

6. Challenges before Syrian govt.:- 

 Its military is weakened. Reliance upon Iranian and Lebanese fighters, 
and Russian tactical support means that it cannot continue this fight 
indefinitely. 

 The disgruntled Syrian Kurds (whose political aspirations have been 
suppressed as a cost for Turkish involvement) 

 and the Islamist armed opposition who came to Astana but refused to 
describe Syria as a secular state. The contradictions are stark and 
Damascus’s ability to bring these factions together is not visible. 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 
 

Universal Basic 
Income  
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg11 Case for targeted basic income) 
1. The idea of a basic income is not new.  

 The first known suggestion on an unconditional universal basic 
income for all adults regardless of other income sources was from 
Thomas More.  

 Centuries later, in 1918, Bertrand Russell discussed a basic income 
sufficient for necessities as central to the social model combining 
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the advantages of anarchism and socialism that he argued for in 
Proposed Roads to Freedom. 

2. With anti-globalist populism on the rise, several advanced countries 
are considering whether they should start mailing cheques to the 
unemployed. Finland’s is the best known trial. 

3. Economists are advocating universal basic incomes  

 for fighting inequality, 

 slow wage growth, 

 advancing automation 

 and fears that immigrants will take away jobs. 
4. Lessons from a pilot project:- 

 The ‘transformative’ potential of guaranteed unconditional incomes 
was demonstrated in Madhya Pradesh back in 2014. 

 The income supplements given amounted to less than a third of 
monthly expenditure for families living at the poverty line. 

 several positive effects of the experiment are:- 
a. Nutrition intake rose. Specifically, consumption of pulses, fresh 

vegetables and meat was up 1,000%, 888% and 600% respectively. 
As a result, incidence of illness dropped. 

b. Enrolment and attendance, especially among female students, in 
schools improved. 

c. it resulted in more equitable development. On receiving the 
payments, marginalised individuals began exercising agency within 
their households and the community. 

d. there were also economic spin-offs as villagers worked harder than 
before, with a number of adults engaging in two economic activities 
(own-account farming with small business on the side).  

e. indebtedness decreased as the propensity to save increased over 
the pilot period. 

5. Way ahead:- 

 A new universal basic income for all Indians won’t be affordable 
unless it replaces the whole multitude of programmes and subsidies 
currently in place. That would rid the welfare system of all the 
existing overlaps and gaps, but the simplicity will extract huge 
political capital. 

 More feasible is a basic income targeted at the most deprived, using 
the socio-economic census. Creating sustainable funding sources for 
it, whether by way of new taxes or by streamlining entrenched 
subsidies and incentives, will still be a challenge. One worth taking 
up, for it will also be an opportunity to reinvent the welfare system. 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 
 

Proposed 
group housing 
scheme 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg1 Soon, group housing scheme with PF funds) 
1. The Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) has mooted a 

group housing scheme which will enable members to form cooperative 
housing societies and use their entire provident fund savings towards 
buying land, constructing homes or paying housing loan instalments. 

2. In its recent proposal to the Labour Ministry, the Employees’ Provident 
Fund Organisation has proposed addition of a “new paragraph 68BD as a 
group housing scheme so that Employees’ Provident Fund members 
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forming a cooperative society of 10 or more employees may be given 
not only a one time Employees’ Provident Fund withdrawal but also an 
option to pay loan instalments towards housing loan to banks from the 
monthly contributions received in Employees’ Provident Fund Scheme, 
1952.” 

3. About proposed scheme:- 

 Employees with at least three years’ subscription to the Employees’ 
Provident Fund scheme will be allowed to withdraw their savings for 
housing purposes, including repayment of loans from their monthly 
contributions. 

 There will be no cap on the amount of Employees’ Provident Fund 
savings that can be drawn for purchasing land, constructing a house or 
repaying housing loans, under the proposed scheme.  

 According to the proposal, members of an existing cooperative society 
formed under any present law can avail this scheme, provided at least 
10 members of the housing society were subscribers to the Employees’ 
Provident Fund scheme 

4. At present, an employee who has completed five years of service is 
allowed to withdraw Provident Fund savings equivalent to 36 months of 
the member’s salary (basic salary and dearness allowance) for 
construction of a flat or 24 months of the salary for purchasing land. 

 

GS:2—IR 
 

India-Ukraine  
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg12 Ukraine lauds India for support over Crimea) 
1. Ukraine commended India for not supporting Russia’s claims over the 

Crimean peninsula. 
2. Russia annexed the region on March 18, 2014. 
3. About india-ukraine relation:- 

 Both sides firmed up plans for the joint inter-government commission 
which is likely to meet for the sixth session in Kiev in April. 

 On top of his agenda is Ukraine’s offer of military hardware to the Indian 
armed forces. “Ukraine wants to complete the contract, signed in 2009, 
on modernisation and overhauling of An-32 fleet for the Indian Air 
Force. 

  Armoured infantry vehicles, equipment engineering, patrol boats, space 
research are some of our other priorities in relation with India. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

Mining 
sector 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg16 India mulls reviving old gold mines) 
1. Issue:-India is planning to revive a cluster of colonial-era gold mines – shut 

for 15 years but with an estimated $2.1 billion worth of deposits left – as 
the world’s second-largest importer of the metal looks for ways to cut its 
trade deficit. 

2. Action taken till now:- 

 State-run Mineral Exploration Corp has started exploring the reserves at 
Kolar Gold Fields, in the southern state of Karnataka, to get a better 
estimate of the deposits 
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 The Ministry has also appointed investment bank SBI Capital to assess the 
finances of the defunct state-run Bharat Gold Mines Ltd, which controls the 
mines, and the dues the company owes to workers and the authorities 

3. Benefit:- 

 India, the world’s biggest gold importer behind China, spends more than 
$30 billion a year buying gold from abroad, making the metal its second-
biggest import item after crude oil. Hence, help the government bring 
down its import bill. 

4. Current situation:- 

 Initial Mineral Exploration Corp. estimates show reserves worth $1.17 
billion in the mines, according to the briefing document. Another $880.28 
million in gold-bearing deposits is estimated left over in residual dumps 
from previous mining operations. 

 India imports 900 tonnes to 1,000 tonnes per year, but local gold output is 
miniscule, at 2 tonnes to 3 tonnes per year. 

5. Background:-India took over Kolar soon after independence in 1947, but 
struggled to profitably mine the reserves. In 2001, Bharat Gold was forced 
to cease operations due to mounting losses, the result of a large, 
unproductive workforce and dated, economically unviable methods of 
mining. 

6. Jurisdiction:-The two have to agree because the federal government has 
the “surface right” over the mines, but Karnataka is responsible for granting 
the licence to operate there. 

 

GS:3—SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

Smart 
glasses 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg20 ‘Smart glasses’ that automatically focus on what you 
see) 

1. New ‘smart glasses’ can automatically adjust the focus on what a person is 
seeing, whether it is far away or close. 

2. About smart glass:-  

 The glasses contain lenses made of glycerin, a thick colourless liquid 
enclosed by flexible rubber-like membranes in the front and back.  

 The rear membrane in each lens is connected to a series of three mechanical 
actuators that push the membrane back and forth like a transparent piston, 
changing the curvature of the liquid lens and the focal length between the 
lens and the eye.  

 When the wearer looks at an object, the meter instantly measures the 
distance and tells the actuators how to curve the lenses. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

Reform 
needed—
gold 
monetization 
scheme 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg14 How to make gold monetisation work) 
1. The government should redesign the so-called gold monetisation scheme 

to make it attractive to investors. 
2. About scheme:- 

The scheme wants individuals and institutions to deposit with banks a minimum of 
30 grams of gold for a minimum of one year to earn 1% or so interest. A depositor 
who opts for redemption of gold at maturity gets back physical gold in the form of 
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bullion under short-term deposits, but medium- and long-term deposits are 
redeemed in rupees. 

3. Reform suggested:- 
Banks should work with jewellers of repute, who act on their behalf. The jewellers 
could collect and recycle gold from those who have more gold than they care to 
use on a regular basis; at maturity, the jeweller can return gold in the form of 
jewellery of the depositor’s choice, waiving or reducing the making charges. The 
prospect of getting one’s gold back in the form of jewellery, rather than as bullion 
or its equivalent rupee value, is likely to induce more people to part with their 
jewellery. The contractual obligation of the bank with the depositor should remain 
as in the scheme at present, these being complemented with contractual 
obligations between the bank and the jeweller. 

4. Benefit of the scheme:- 
Instead of importing large quantities of gold every year, India should use its 
existing stock of more than 20,000 tonnes of gold to meet jewellery demand. This 
is the logic behind the gold monetisation scheme, whose macroeconomic benefit 
would be a smaller current account deficit. 

5. Way forward:- 
The government should also reduce the import duty on gold from the present 10% 
that has made smuggling lucrative and pushed a part of the jewellery trade into 
the shadow economy, now that the current account deficit is under control. 

 

JANUARY ‘28’, 2017 

 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:2—IR 
 

India-UAE 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 Getting ties with UAE on track) 
1. Importance of relation:-The two leaders have met three times in the last 

18 months, each meeting more full of warmth than the previous one. 
2. India’s interest in the UAE rests on several pillars: 

 Trade ties of about $50 billion,  

 energy and oil supplies from the world’s fifth largest exporter, 

  the welfare of 2.6 million Indians who remit billions of dollars home 
annually,  

 and defence and security. 

The defence and security partnership is clearly the new driver for ties 
between the two governments; the signing of the strategic partnership 
agreement was the highlight of the UAE leader’s visit. 
The contours of this partnership are now being set: joint military exercises, 
joint manufacturing and purchase of equipment and spare parts from India, as 
well as cooperation on fighting terror. 

3. Future expectation from UAE to India:- 
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 A crackdown on the shadowy businesses owned by Dawood Ibrahim as 
well as more steps to curb terror financing of the Taliban and groups in 
Pakistan and Afghanistan. 

 India’s hopes of investment from the Abu Dhabi sovereign wealth fund, 
one of the world’s largest at $500 billion 

4. Conclusion:- Personalised leader-to-leader bilateral diplomacy is a great 
conversation-starter, but not sufficient to energise ties. 

 
 
 
 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg Centre says GAAR effective April 1, industry demurs) 
1. The Centre has reiterated that the General Anti Avoidance Rules – aimed 

at curbing tax avoidance – will come into force on April 1, ignoring 
industry’s suggestion to defer the rules on account of uncertainty over 
their applicability and to provide adequate time to prepare for the new 
regime. 

2. The industry had demanded greater clarity on, including the specific 
cases in which GAAR would apply to Foreign Portfolio Investments (FPI), 
the treatment of Limitation of Benefits (LOB) clauses and the 
precedence given to court rulings in such situations. 

3. Provisions of GAAR:- 

 if the limitation of benefits (LOB) clause sufficiently addresses tax 
avoidance, then GAAR will not apply 

 court-approved arrangements are outside the purview of GAAR. 

 GAAR would not apply if an arrangement was permitted by the Authority 
for Advance Rulings. 

 

GS:2—IR 
 

TFA 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu(pg WTO pact set to lift world trade by $1 tn. in Trump era) 
1. A trade accord that will boost global exports by $1 trillion should come 

into force within two weeks, the head of the World Trade Organization 
said. 

2. The Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA) will have a major impact on 
poorer countries, because it standardises and simplifies customs 
procedures, slashing the time, cost and complexity of taking goods over 
borders. 

3. Jordan, Chad and Kuwait are all poised to ratify, which would tip the 
agreement over the required mark of 110 WTO members to take effect. 

4. There are estimates that once fully implemented, this could have an 
impact of around 2.7 percentage points on trade expansion throughout 
the world every year until say 2030, and half a percentage point of GDP 
growth around the world.” 

 

GS:2—POLITY 
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Civil service 
reform 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Economic times (pg8 Getting India’s civil servants to perform) 
1. Prime Minister Narendra Modi did well to ask bureaucrats to experiment 

with new ideas and take risks in decision-making. 
2. Reform needed:- 

 Overhaul the incentive structure to reward initiative without penalising 
honest errors while weeding out non-performers from the service. Good 
decisions must be rewarded, even as bad ones made in good faith must 
be tolerated if reasonable due diligence had been done. 

At present, a civil servant has a peculiar reward structure: penalty in case of a 
mistake, and uniform reward in case of no mistakes, regardless of whether 
that record of making no mistakes was secured while actively pursuing policy 
goals and achieving them or through sheer inertia that achieves little. 

 The bureaucracy should be skilled to come up with policy choices to help 
an elected government chase objectives the people have entrusted to 
them. 

 India must also take a page from successful democracies that insulate 
bureaucrats from arbitrary whims of the political class. 

 The end of discretion in governance would be disastrous. Civil servants 
must have room for legitimate use of discretion without attracting 
charges of mala fide over the results. 

 What needs to be factored in is not whether a bureaucrat has made a 
mistake, but whether she has innovatively applied herself to her job and 
delivered results. 

 successive commissions on civil service have recommended ways to 
institute protection for bureaucrats, but greater accountability, 
incentives to perform, think creatively and respond swiftly should go 
hand in hand. 

 

JANUARY ‘29’, 2017 
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EC Role 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg EC: Ministries, departments cannot bypass us) 
1. Noting that the Ministries of Defence and Finance, besides NITI Aayog, had 

taken certain decisions that disturbed the level playing field in the poll-
bound States, the Election Commission (EC) requested the Cabinet 
Secretariat to issue instructions to all government departments for strict 
adherence to its guidelines. 

 

GS:2—IR 
 

India- 
Russia 

Source—The Hindu (Stealth frigates deal with Russia stumbles on costs) 
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1. The multi-billion dollar deal between India and Russia for four stealth 
frigates has run into trouble over pricing and local construction with 
Transfer of Technology (ToT). 

2. Background:- 

 India and Russia had signed an Inter-Governmental Agreement (IGA) for 
four additional Krivak or Talwar class stealth frigates. 

 As per the agreement, two ships are to be procured directly from Russia 
and two to be built in India with Russian assistance. 

3. Issue:-In the commercial offer submitted later, Russia has quoted about 
$990 mn for the two ships to be directly imported. For those to be built in 
India, the commercial offer quoted about $800 mn for “supply of material 
to ensure construction of the two ships in India” and $51 mn for “supply of 
project documentation” to ensure their construction. The cost of 
construction of the two ships in an Indian yard — yet to be identified — was 
to be arrived at later. 

this would steeply push up the overall cost of the two ships and it was seen as a 
way to ensure that all four ships were imported from Russia. “It will be a serious 
setback to the Make-in-India initiative. 
the cost differential in the ships to be brought from Russia and those proposed to 
be built in India is minimum. 
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Source—The Hindu (Odisha rejects panel on Mahanadi) 
1. The Odisha government has rejected the Centre’s negotiation committee on 

Mahanadi river water dispute with Chhattisgarh. 
2. REASON  

 the negotiation committee would only delay the setting up of the tribunal as 
demanded by Odisha 

 The committee is not in accordance with the provisions of Sec 4(1) of the Inter-
State Rover Water Dispute Act of 1956 and its composition is arbitrary.” 

3. The provisions of the Act of 1965 put responsibility on the central government to 
negotiate after receiving complaints and in this regard the principle of federal 
relations mandated that the constitutional functionaries namely the prime 
minister or Union minister for water resources conduct negotiations with the 
chief ministers of the riparian states rather than appointing a committee headed 
by an officer of the subordinate office namely Central Water Commission. 

 

GS:2—IR 
 

India- Iran  
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (Bilateral trade hit by banks’ reluctance to transact with Iran) 
1. Issue:-Indian exporters are complaining of difficulties faced by them due to 

some Indian nationalised banks refusing to deal with Iran-related 
transactions. 

2. This is despite the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), in a notification in May 2016, 
specifying that payment or remittance or reimbursement can be made from 
or to Iran in any freely convertible currency for imports from Iran and exports 
to that country. 
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GS:2—GOVERNANCE 
 

Railway  
safety 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 Keeping safety on the rails) 
1. The preliminary finding of the Commission of Railway Safety that the 

derailment of the Indore-Rajendranagar Express near Kanpur in November 
2016 was primarily caused by carriage and wagon defects. 

2. Reason for rail accidents:- 

 While sabotage is indeed a factor in some derailments, bad railway 
performance is responsible for the majority. 

 The CRS report merits serious consideration: it has specifically identified a 
variation in the wheel gauges of two coaches, and found carriages being run 
beyond their useful life. 

 the annual report of the CRS Lucknow for 2012-13 cites failure of railway 
equipment, derelict staff, rail fractures and, on some occasions, non-railway 
factors to be responsible for fatal accidents. 

 The collision of the Hubli-Bengaluru City Hampi Express with a goods train 
was caused by failure of staff. 

 The Kakodkar committee on railway safety found that out of 441 
derailments it analysed, only about 15% were the result of sabotage, while 
the majority were caused by factors completely under the control of the 
railway administration 

3. Govt. initiative for rail safety:- 

 The Railway Ministry is pursuing a major safety initiative, the Rashtriya Rail 
Sanraksha Kosh, with a non-lapsable corpus of ₹1,19,183 crore. 

 The Finance Ministry says the Fund should rely mainly on internal 
resources, but there is a strong case for higher gross budgetary support to 
raise safety in a government-run transport network that has a universal 
service obligation. 

4. Way ahead:- 

 Replacing ageing and unsafe carriages with modern Linke Hofmann Busch 
coaches is a five-year-old Kakodkar panel recommendation, but supply has 
not kept pace with requirement. 
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 Raising the performance of the Indian Railways needs a clear vision for both 
service and financing, with zero tolerance for accidents. 

 Use of technologies such as ultrasonic flaw detection to keep tracks safe. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 
 

Army 
Appointment 
row 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg11 Fielding the finest) 
1. Issue 1:- It would be churlish to imagine rivalry between the Infantry and 

the Armoured Corps just because an infanteer has been nominated as 
the Chief. 

2. Counter to the issue 1: - 

 In careers spanning four decades or so, it is inevitable that some will 
have more exposure to certain conditions than others. This despite the 
fact that officers above the level of Brigadier are exposed to various 
sectors and operational situations and acquire the experience and 
qualifications to handle all kinds of assignments. At this high level, to 
which arm you belong is not a crucial factor because all arms are equally 
important and have their roles cut out. One can never replace the other. 

 Service chiefs have to possess incisive vision and have deep insights into 
the broader politico-strategic complexities both at the national and 
international levels. Exercising acumen at a tactical level or having 
experience in one particular arm cannot be a criterion for appointment 
as the nation’s top military commander. Therefore, in all fairness, it is 
assumed that the government, even while departing from the normal 
convention of going by seniority, has taken the decision which in its 
judgment is best for the nation. It is therefore time to move on. 

3. Issue 2:- the time-tested principle of seniority should not be overlooked 
unless merit is overwhelmingly in favour of an officer lower down in the 
hierarchy. The tricky issue here is, how does the government weigh merit 
without playing favourites? 

4. Solution to issue 2:- 

 The appointment of Army Commanders has a direct bearing on the 
selection of the Chief, as service chiefs are selected from amongst them. 

The Army Commander’s role is pivotal because of:- 

 The changing nature of war today covers a spectrum of conflict — 
nuclear, information, cyber, space, etc. It is inevitable, therefore, that 
the Indian armed forces are going through phenomenal changes in 
terms of modernisation of weapons, combat systems, and strategic 
application of military power. 

 Besides commanding all the forces across the whole of Jammu and 
Kashmir, Rajasthan, the Northeast, and other places, Army 
Commanders also participate in national-level decision-making over 
strategic, operational, training, equipment, personnel administration 
and logistic and financial issues. This is a huge set of responsibilities. 

 There are two criteria to be fulfilled to be elevated to the position of 
Army Commander: an excellent command of a corps, the highest 
operational formation, and, in the interest of meaningful stability and 
continuity in this key appointment, eligible candidates must have two 
years of residual service before appointment (more or less similar criteria 
apply to the other two services). 



 

118 
 

 With these criteria being satisfied, Army Commanders are nominated in 
the order of seniority. Those who do not fulfil these criteria become 
ineligible and move out to other appointments till their superannuation. 
At any given time, there could be approximately 14 incumbent corps 
commanders and approximately five or six more who may have just 
moved out of their command and who would also be considered to fill 
vacancies of four or five Army Commanders annually. This would result in 
only the best being selected. 

 
 

Current policy:- 

 Till now, the mandatory requirement of two years of service and 
seniority at the time of vacancy has resulted in routine elevations to 
the appointment of Army Commander, merit not being considered. 
The logic was that all officers who had reached that level were 
considered competent and there was no need to introduce 
unnecessary competition among them. But in light of contemporary 
responsibilities and the increasing importance of jointness and stretch 
of warfare, only the best are needed as Army Commanders. 

 The existing policy is therefore anomalous, wherein for promotion to 
this level the primary criterion is not merit unlike for all other ranks. 
Henceforth, the selection of Army Commanders must be made only 
through deep selection. 

 

 

GS:3—SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg9 Atomic clocks on indigenous navigation satellite develop snag) 
1. Issue:-  

 NavIC, the indigenously built satellite- based positioning system, has developed a 
technical snag in the atomic clocks on its first satellite. 

 In the NavIC, a constellation of seven satellites, one of the three crucial rubidium 
timekeepers on IRNSS-1A spacecraft failed six months ago. 

2. About NavIC:- 

 Stand for Navigation with Indian Constellation, and also known as the Indian 
Regional Navigation Satellite System, give precise information on position, 
navigation and time (PNT) of objects or persons to users on ground, sea and air. 

 NavIC has 21 atomic clocks on seven spacecraft 

 

GS2—IR 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Economics Times (pg14 TPP is dead, long live RCEP, er WTO) 
1. Context:-President Donald Trump withdrew America from a mega-free trade 

agreement called the Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP). 
2. Challenges before India:- 

 India must work double hard to strengthen the World Trade Organization and its 
multilateral framework, which is also likely to come under attack from new 
protectionism in the US.  

 India should also pursue other trade deals, like the Asean plus six Regional 
Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP).  
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 However, such trade deals are no substitute for a strong, rule-based multilateral 
framework, which the WTO represents. 

3. About TPP:- 
TPP, started by Barak Obama, comprised 12 Pacific Rim countries, including the three 
North American states, Australia and New Zealand, Japan, four members of Asean and 
two Latin American countries. 

4. Way ahead:- 

 Australia favours persisting with TPP minus the US but including China. This 
means that the deal stands still-born. India needs to actively pursue other trade 
agreements in the making, such as RCEP, the one with the EU and that with 
Australia.  

 Trade deals succeed when the domestic economy is strong and when a rule-based 
multilateral framework remains a default option. 
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GS:2—GOVERNANCE  
 

UBI 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 The hidden agenda of benevolence) 
1. The biggest myth about the UBI is that it is a redistributive policy that 

would reduce inequality. 

To have a redistributive UBI, it would need to fulfil two conditions:  

 it must be funded by taxing the wealthy. 

 The existing entitlements to the poor must not be taken away. 
Such a UBI would actually be a socialist measure that would increase the 
bargaining power of the working classes by giving them an income cushion. 

2. What actually govt. is doing:- 

 It is about giving in a different form (cash), and under one umbrella, what is 
already being given (in-kind and cash benefits) via different channels. 

 Its objective remains the same: to eliminate the public distribution system 
(PDS) and with it, the food, fuel, and fertiliser subsidies. The same old 
arguments for replacing the PDS with cash transfers are now being trotted 
out in favour of the UBI. 

3. What constitutes a basic income? 

 Common sense dictates that it should be whatever is required to take care 
of basic life needs.  

 A logical equivalent for this figure would be the minimum wage.  

 The central government’s move last year to raise the minimum wage for 
non-skilled, non-agricultural workers to ₹9,100 per month was set aside 
following opposition from industry.  

 Perhaps ₹9,100 per month is too luxurious an income to qualify as ‘basic’.  

 The actual minimum wage in India is around ₹4,800 per month.  
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 But there seems to be a broad consensus around the Tendulkar committee 
poverty line of ₹33 a day.  

 This works out to a basic income of ₹1,000-₹1,250 a month or ₹12,000-
₹15,000 a year.  

 But even this modest figure is estimated to cost 11-12% of the GDP.  

 In contrast, all the government’s subsidies put together account for only 4-
4.5% of the GDP. 

4. This presents three options: one, the government makes up the deficit 
through additional tax revenue; two, it limits the fiscal burden by shrinking 
the UBI coverage from ‘universal’ to those below the poverty line; and 
three, it further shrinks the amount being doled out. 

5. Given India’s narrow tax base, and a policy mindset hostile to the idea of 
extracting more tax revenue from the wealthy, we can rule out option one. 
So the UBI we get, if we get one, would be derived from a combination of 
the second and third options, which means both ‘U’ and ‘B’ are out of UBI, 
leaving us effectively with what we already have: cash transfers. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 
 

Cricket 
governance 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg1 Panel headed by Vinod Rai to oversee BCCI’s affairs) 
1. The Supreme Court appointed a four-member Committee of Administrators 

(CoA) headed by former Comptroller and Auditor General of India Vinod Rai 
to oversee the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI). 

2. The others are former woman Test cricketer Diana Edulji, historian 
Ramachandra Guha and IDFC Ltd MD and CEO Vikram Limaye.  

3. The four will function as the interim bosses of the BCCI and run the day-to-
day administration of the cricket body till the Lodha reforms are fully 
implemented and elections held. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 
 

Manipur 
issue 
 
 
 

Source –The Hindu (pg12 Centre to hold talks to end Manipur crisis) 
1. The Centre has decided to hold tripartite talks with the United Naga Council 

(UNC) and the Manipur government to end the ongoing blockade of two 
national highways in Manipur. 

2. Earlier, The Union government even sought Attorney General Mukul Rohatgi’s 
opinion to end the economic blockade. After consultation, it was concluded 
that no law permitted the Centre to interfere in the matter, as law and order 
was a State subject. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg15 Banks’ ‘Gyan Sangam’ to discuss digitisation, consolidation at 
PSBs) 

1. The push for digitisation in the wake of demonetisation and the proposal for 
public sector bank (PSB) consolidation are likely to top the agenda for Gyan 
Sangam which is the retreat for PSBs, government-owned Financial Institutions 
(FI) and insurance companies, slated for March. 

2. Agenda to be discussed/Concern:- 
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 The sessions on digitisation will include presentations on increasing the use of 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) systems and big data analytics in the banking & financial 
services industry in India. 

 The major slowdown in credit growth – to a more than six-decade low of 5.1% 
for the fortnight ended December 23 – and ways to revitalise it, as well as 
measures to effectively tackle bad loans will also be among the main discussion 
topics during the Gyan Sangam. 

 Referring to the manpower shortage, especially in middle management in PSBs, 
the sources said the retreat would have discussions on automating many of 
these functions to ensure productivity improvement. 

 Strategies for strengthening the ‘banking correspondent’-network and increasing 
the usage of micro ATMs and Point of Sale machines will also be discussed. 

 also deliberate upon the need for the autonomous Banks Board Bureau (BBB) to 
expedite banking reforms including PSB consolidation. 

 On bad loans, the discussions are likely to be centred on the pros and cons of the 
proposed National Asset Management Company (or a ‘bad bank’) - a special 
category asset reconstruction company with stakeholders including the 
government and the private sector for takeover and turnaround of bad loans, 
stressed assets and restructured assets. 
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