
The Silver Badge 

It’s as Easy as 1,2,3 

1. An easy gain of 3,281 feet after release
from tow

2. A 5 hour flight with no other
objective

A straight distance flight from a start at release to 
a finish fix located at least 50 km from release and 
at least 50 km from the fix recorded at the 
beginning of the take-off roll.

3. 
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The Silver Badge: 
 badge.  of tasks three the represent the

For each task: 
You will need an Official Observer and, except for Duration Task,  a flight recorder. 

Who is an Official Observer?  An Official Observer is a member of SSA, Hold at least 
an SSA B Badge, and has a working knowledge of the FAI Sporting Code as it pertains to 
gliders. 

Release from tow at or below the maximum altitude permitted for the task (See each 
task below)…Mark the release from tow with a tight right turn, then complete the task. 

After the flight, you and your Official Observer will fill out the SSA Application form 
and worksheet.  Send the Application and worksheets, plus the .igc file from your flight 
recorder to the SSA. After SSA approval you will receive a letter of congratulations and 
your Silver Badge when all three tasks are completed. 

ALTITUDE: The objective is to gain at least 3,281 feet from a low point 
occurring after release or engine stop.  Establish a low point, then climb 3,281 
feet.

DURATION: The objective is a flight of at least 5 hours after release from tow. 

Flight recorder is not required if your Official Observer can certify the exact 
times of takeoff, release from tow and landing – AND that the entire flight was 
under continuous observation. 

DISTANCE: A straight distance flight from a start at release to a finish fix 
located at least 50 km from release and at least 50 km from the fix recorded at the
beginning of the take-off roll.

If using a landing point as the finish point, the altitude you may tow to is limited by 
the 1% rule.  In this case release from tow or engine stop can be no higher than 1% of 
the distance flown added to the elevation of the finish point.  For example, if you 
mean to fly no further than 50km (31.1 sm), you release from  tow no higher than 
(31.1sm X 5,280' X .01 = ) 1,640 ft above the elevation of the finish point.
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  THE 1%  RULE 
The 1% Rule applies only to the FAI Silver Badge (tow release heights are calculated differently for FAI Gold and Diamond Badge tasks). For 
the Silver Distance task, you may lose no more height than 1% of the distance from the release point to the finish point. If using a landing point 
as the finish point, this means you must release from tow no higher than 1% of the distance flown added to the elevation of the finish point. The 
remainder of this section applies only if using a landing point as the finish point. If you mean to complete the Silver Distance task with a flight 
of no more than 50 km (31.1 mi.), you must release from tow no higher than (31.1 mi. X 5,280 ft. X 0.01 =) 1,640 ft. above the elevation of the 
finish point. 

DISTANCE (miles) 

X 5,280 
= 

X 0.01 

= 

(feet/mile) 
If using a landing point as the finish point, 
the altitude you may tow to is limited by the 
1% rule.  In this case release from tow or 
engine stop can be no higher than 1% of the 
distance flown added to the elevation of the 
finish point.  For example, if you mean to fly 
no further than 50km (31.1 sm), you release 
from  tow no higher than (31.1sm X 5,280' 
X .01 = ) 1,640 ft above the elevation of the 
finish point. + 

= 

DISTANCE (feet) 

(1%) 

TOW HEIGHT (ABOVE FINISH ELEVATION) 

ELEVATION (ft. msl) OF THE FINISH POINT 

MAX. TOW HEIGHT (ft. msl) 

No declarations are required for any Silver Badge leg.

After completing your flight, please fill out the online document (from the SSA Badges and Awards 
Page).  If you need to stop filling it out, press SAVE and you will receive a link to reopen the 
document for editing.  Once the document is completed with signatures, press SUBMIT and it will 
be sent to badgeandrecords@ssa.org for processing.  
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