
 

              
      

               
 

       

            
            

            
             

            
            

         
             

             
           

  

            
            

             
          

             
 

        
           

            
     

             
             

           
               

             
   

           
           

         
       

What  Students  Might  Say  
Module:  Follow  the  CAR  
Content  Activity: Coach  

Note: This document does not have a teacher version because it is meant to facilitate a 
discussion. 

Big Idea:  
• Adults review books and preplan comments. 

Guiding  Statement:  
• My preplanned comments demonstrate the kinds of comments my students may 

want to speak, sign, or communicate using the systems they are learning. 
A goal of shared reading is to support interaction. Students with significant support 
needs and sensory loss including deafblindness may not know how to engage or 
communicate about books. Adult reading partners support students in learning how to 
communicate about books by providing lots of examples of things students might 
want to say about the pages in a book. 
Students are more likely to pay attention to and learn from examples, when adults 
demonstrate comments that relate to a student’s interest and experience, as well as 
when adults demonstrate comments using the words, signs, and symbols students are 
learning. 

Coach Directions: This activity is meant to be completed with individual educators 
rather than in a group setting. Let the teacher know prior to an observation that 
during the follow-up discussion the educator will need to have a copy of the 
preplanned comments. If the teacher used the preplanned comments in Tar Heel 
Share Reader, open the book so that comments are available during the follow-up 
discussion. 
Use your notes from the last shared reading observation. 

1. Ask the educator for a copy/sticky notes of the preplanned comments for each 
page of the book that was read. Or open the Tar Heel Shared Reader book that 
was used with preplanned comments. 

2. Discuss whether the educator thought the book was of interest or related to an 
experience of one or more students. What did the students do that made the 
educator think the book was of interest (e.g., initiated using words, signs, or 
symbols; looked at the pages of the book, put hand on a page, smiled, rocked 
back on forth on some pages showing excitement, was very still while the page 
was being read)? 

3. Examine the preplanned comments and the words, signs, or symbols the 
students have available. Think about ways to improve the preplanned comments 
(e.g., using words from communication system, length of comments, making 
comment specific to text or picture/graphic in book). 
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