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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

January 

No Coffee Morning or newsletter in January 

Tuesday 14th 

9am—Course enrolments for 2020 open online  

9am until 11am—Enrolment morning at Uniting 
Church,  

 

Tuesday 21st, 9am until 11am— Class Leaders 
Information, at the Church of Christ in Blakeley 
Road 

Monday 27th—Newsletter deadline 

Tuesday 28th—Term 1 begins 

 

February 

Friday 7th—Coffee Morning 

U3A OFFICE  
Monday & Wednesday 9.30 -11.30am 

Closed public/school holidays 

 

The Office is located at the Uniting Church,       

8-12 Lyttleton Street. Proceed up the driveway 

to the parking area. You will find the Office in 

the Manse (building pictured above on the 

right). 

January Office Hours  

Closed during January school holidays except 

for Wednesday 22nd from 9.30 until 11.30am 

when it will open for enrolment purposes. 

The office then reopens on Wednesday       

January 29th for the start of Term 1. 

Friday Coffee Morning, 6th December at 10am 

Church of Christ, 66  Blakeley Road Castlemaine  

 

 Entertainment 

 Christmas break-up lunch 

 Launch of the 2020 Course 
Prospectus 

 Summer Holiday Program 

The Christmas charity this year will be 

MASG—Mount Alexander Sustainability 

Group  
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         From the President 

With my ‗President L-Plates‘ firmly fastened, the new Committee met for the first 

time in early November and began work, including planning for the 2020 year of 

learning and interaction. Notably, the new arrangements for use of the Manse are 

settling well and the Committee has decided to retain the ‗Octopus‘ for a year – 

for the consistent profile provided by its signage and for the opportunity to use the 

space if it is needed. 

I would like to personally thank the Committee members who have recently ended their term of   

office (for now) and acknowledge the fine contribution each has made - Russell Annear, Elizabeth 

Brown, Jeanette Johnson, Moira Keen and John Waldie. Ongoing Committee members recommit-

ting are Janet Cropley, Phil Fletcher, Terry Murphy and Monique Thomson. It is great to have this    

experience and continuity. Phil deserves particular thanks for keeping the team on song as          

President. I am delighted to have his ongoing counsel. 

I would also like to welcome new members to the Committee - Richard Grant, Phil Hopley,               

Jill Loorham, Keith Neaves and (a returning member) Jo Thompson. I look forward to working with 

you and the ongoing members of the Committee to keep U3A Castlemaine performing well and 

developing. 

We currently have something around 90 courses planned for the coming year; this number will grow 

a little during the next year, if past experience is any guide. This is a fantastic reflection of the inspira-

tion and commitment of the leaders who develop and present courses, and of course to all of us - 

all volunteers for the education and support of our community. Thanks to all of you for your            

participation.                                                                                                                                Trevor Lloyd 

 

―I left Santa gluten free cookies and organic soy 

milk and he put a solar panel in my stocking.‖                      

   Eight year-old author unknown  

Class Leaders Information Session 

Tuesday 21st January 

 9am until 11am 

 Church of Christ                                

66 Blakeley Rd Castlemaine 

Class leaders, this is your opportunity to have your 

questions answered and to learn from our various 

speakers who will fill you in with helpful information 

and what you need to know as a 2020 Class 

Leader. 

U3A CHOIR is looking for a pianist for next 

year.   

If you know of anyone who would 

like to play for the choir once a 

week please contact Angela. 

Angela Sye: 0434 201 701                                  

angelasye42@gmail.com 

 

… during what can be      

a very quiet January 

January is usually a 

quiet time and many members miss U3A          

activities. Others simply feel better when they 

are active and involved. 

So for those of you who may want something to 

do in January, U3A Castlemaine provides a      

special Summer Holiday Program. This program 

offers a variety of activities, outings and get-

togethers. 

Copies  of the program will be available at the 

December Coffee Morning and you will find it 

on the U3A Castlemaine website ‗Noticeboard‘. 

 www.u3acastlemaine.com/noticeboard.html 

mailto:angelasye42@gmail.com
http://www.u3acastlemaine.com/noticeboard.html
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At the November ‘Founders Day’ Coffee Morning 

 

 

 

 

                       

Jess Saunders began her talk by telling us something of 

herself.  She and her husband and two little boys came 

to Castlemaine 11 years ago and  knew no one, but the 

Library soon became a  welcoming place where new 

friendships were formed.  She has been manager of 

Castlemaine's library for three years now.   

Jess presented a brief PowerPoint of the work being done in the Library, with the 

amazing picture of a mini bulldozer that had been running round inside ‗her‘ library and which had 

been used to scoop out the soil from under the old saggy floor. Crumbling sandstone footings that had 

to be repaired before new joists could be put in place, and pictures showed some of the old bottles 

that had been found and an old Fosters beer can.  She talked of the Time Capsule that will be placed 

under the floor before the new floor is finished.  This capsule will contain paragraphs from adults and 

also children, giving their concept of what the Library means to them now and into the future.  Initially 

the staff had thought they'd get might 20 answers to a notice requesting some thoughts, and were 

amazed when 220 arrived! 

 Jess spoke of the services that are offered in libraries nowadays—certainly not the quiet places of 

yesteryear.  At any one time on entering the Library, a patron may encounter Story Time, or an author 

talk.  Maybe an entertainment from a local choir perhaps.  She apologised for the extra length of time 

taken to sort out the unforeseen problems that an old building can throw up but that the big move 

back will be well before Christmas. She talked of how the after-school students make good use of the 

study space in the foyer and announced that there will be seven computers and an extra photocopier 

to cope with the use that these extra facilities will get.  She spoke of how some lonely people make 

regular use of the Library so that they develop friendships with the staff, such as one old lady who won-

dered why she had become quite sad while the Library was in the market, and together with the staff 

they worked out that it was the lack of seating there, which meant she wasn't able to just sit and read 

as she was used to doing.  In the ‗new‘ Library there will be extra seating for those who just like to sit 

and read, and all the new shelving will be on castors so that rearrangements can be made to suit     

different occasions. 

 The renovations are well on the way to being finished and when the painting and new carpet 

goes down, all that will remain to do is the big shift back ‗home‘. So while that is being done the Library 

will be closed for a week or so, but all borrowing can be done online from Bendigo, and the drop-off 

chute in Barker Street will still be available for returns.  Thanks to Barbara Bunton for supplying this report 

Rosalind and George Gray are moving house, slowly. We would be very grateful for some help. An hour 

or two, no heavy lifting involved, just packing china, books etc. into small boxes. Then we put them into 

the back of the car, drive to the new house (very close by) and unpack immediately. Just let us know if 

and when you can spare an hour or two.  Thank you,  Ph: 5472 5334 or 0417 546 107, 0413 546 348 
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           Course Enrolments Open at 9am on Tuesday 14th January    

 Course Prospectus for 2020 is available online from 6th December and at the December Coffee  

Morning. Copies will also be available at the Library, Information Centre and the Council  recep-

tion area. 

 14th January at 9am- Course enrolments facility opens online at  www.u3acastlemaine.com and 

remains open throughout the year. 

 

 14th January, 9am until 11am- Enrolment Morning at the Uniting Church, 8-12 Lyttleton St.  If you 

require assistance for membership payments and/or course enrolments, this will be available. 

 

 In the event of a Code Red fire danger day for Castlemaine, Enrolment Morning will be on 

Wednesday 15th January 

Many members will have already paid their membership and be ready to proceed when class enrol-

ments open. However, if you haven’t already paid, you will need to do so before enrolling into classes.  

 

For those who are coming to the Tuesday 14th January Enrolment Morning at the   

Uniting Church Hall, to complete your business efficiently you will need to: 

 Know your ID and password 

 Make your selection of courses before you start—refer to the 2020 Course Prospectus booklet  

 EFTPOS facilities are not available at the Hall – so please bring cash or credit card. 

 Check that PayPal accepts your credit card or have cash (Debit cards are not accepted by Pay-

Pal) 

 Associate members —you will need your ID and payment receipt number of the other U3A mem-

bership  

 Set aside enough time to enrol at the Hall– our best efforts will still result in queues. 

 Please respect the volunteers running the session and other members enrolling by being pleasant 

and patient. 

 

For those who will pay your membership at home online, be prepared with the 

following: 

Members in a previous year:  

1. Your ID number and password, if forgotten is easy to retrieve: Go to www.u3acastlemaine.com  

  Click on ‗MY U3A LOGIN‘ (blue bar at the top), then ‗Member login‘ (Red button at the top)  

  Click on ‗Forgot Password‘ ... enter your email address – and click ‗Send Password‘  

  Your ID and password will come to you in an automated email within a few hours 

2. Your PayPal account details, or credit card, or debit card that is set up to be used like a credit card   

New members —From the website, click on ‗MY U3A LOGIN‘ (blue bar at the top), then ‗New Mem-

bers‘ (red button) & follow the prompts. New members must complete all details on the application 

form. 

Associate members —you will need your payment receipt number of the other U3A membership.  

 

 January office hours for enrolment:  Wednesday 22nd January, 9.30-11.30am 

http://www.u3acastlemaine.com
http://www.u3acastlemaine.com
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To make the payment: 

Go to www.u3acastlemaine.com and login:  

Click on ‗MY U3A LOGIN‘ (blue bar at the top) 

Click ‗Member login‘ (red button at the top) 

Enter your ID and password, click ‗Log in‘ – takes 

you to your ‗Membership Status‘ screen.  

Click ‗Renew Membership 2020‘ then complete 

the required details  

Click the agreement box and  click ‗Proceed‘ 

which takes you to your application form 

IMPORTANT:  Check your details and update 

email address, phone and emergency contact 

Click on ‗Commit‘ at the bottom – takes you to a 

screen showing your membership fees owing 

Click on ‗Next‘ takes you to a screen to:  

Click on ‗Pay Online 2020‘ takes you to the PayPal 

screen, and follow the prompts 

To enrol in classes: 

Go to www.u3acastlemaine.com  and login 

Click on ‗MY U3A LOGIN‘ (blue bar at the top), 

then ‗Member login‘ (Red button at the top) 

Enter your ID and password, click ‗Log in‘ - takes 

you to your to your ‗Membership Status‘ screen  

Click on ‗Classes 2020‘ (and click again in the 

next screen) - takes you to a screen with classes 

listed in alphabetical order 

Click the box to the left of ALL the classes you 

wish to enrol in 

IMPORTANT: Then scroll to the bottom of the list 

and click ‗Next‘ 

This takes to a screen with your selected classes 

listed (and you can return to the classes list to 

adjust your classes if necessary)  

When satisfied, click ‗Next‘ for an option to print 

the information and then exit  

 

Assistance with the process is available: Instructions on website via the red ‘MyU3A Instructions’ button 

or email myu3ahelp@gmail.com, or phone Anet McDonald: 5470 6497 

Detailed instructions for payment and enrolling into classes using MyU3A 

Uncollected Official Receipts This is to let members know that there are in the order of 65   

uncollected membership receipts that have accrued over the year at the Manse office. As we can't 

keep them indefinitely, if not collected by year's end they will need to be destroyed.  Many thanks, 

                                                                                                 Lou Citroen, Assistant Treasurer 

U3A Castlemaine Christmas Charity   Every year at the December ‗Xmas‘ 

Coffee Morning, members are given an opportunity to donate to a charity or worth-

while organisation. This year the chosen recipient is Mount Alexander Sustainability Group. MASG has 

an objective of encouraging renewable energy and helping the local community become more   

sustainable. They are working towards and would like to see zero net emissions in the Shire by 2025. 

Volunteer Required to          

Vacuum the Manse 

All this involves is to vacuum rooms 

1,2,3 & 4 every 3 to 4 weeks, which 

takes about 20 minutes.  

Phil Hopley 

U3A Venues Coordinator 

u3acmvenues17@gmail.com 
 

February 2020 Rostered Classes 

for Coffee Morning Kitchen Duty 

Friday 7th February 2020 

 Find your Inner Dancer 

 Guitar I  

 Guitar II   

 

Jill Loorham, Kitchen Coordinator  

Phone: 5470 5076 / 0438 501 349 

Email: loorham23@gmail.com 

http://www.u3acastlemaine.com
http://www.u3acastlemaine.com
mailto:myu3ahelp@gmail.com
mailto:u3acmvenues17@gmail.com
mailto:loorham23@gmail.com
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              U3A Castlemaine Extreme Weather Policy 

The Extreme Heat Policy has been reviewed and is replaced by an Extreme 

Weather Policy. 

To reduce the risk to members attending U3A Castlemaine activities, our  

Extreme Weather Policy states that on declared Code Red fire danger days, all U3A Castlemaine   

activities are cancelled.  

On all extreme weather days other than those declared Code Red fire danger days, class leaders 

and class members will take  responsibility for their own decisions whether to conduct or attend    

classes. The Committee recognises that different classes and  activities are differently affected by         

extreme weather conditions. 

You can go to the U3A Castlemaine website for the BOM information on weather and fire restrictions 

or listen to ABC Central Victoria radio FM91.1. 

The Department of Health and Human Services has advice about preparing for extreme heat this 

Summer.  Summer has begun and the Bureau of Meteorology is warning that we are likely to see more 

heatwaves than previously. 

The health stress from extreme heat and heatwaves may result in death during a heat event but in 

many cases, this can occur well after it has passed. People with pre-existing or contributing health 

conditions are particularly vulnerable but extreme heat and heatwaves can affect anybody. By     

being prepared for heatwaves, people, especially the vulnerable, can take precautions in advance. 

Preparation helps those participating in outdoor events and those planning travel outdoors. 

If you would like to subscribe to receive heat health alerts and other emergency  

advice go to: www.health.vic.gov.au/subscribe. 

You can also remain informed of forecast for extreme heat by monitoring the       

Bureau of Meteorology   local 7-day forecast and the Bureau of Meteorology    

Heatwave Service for Australia. 

If you have further questions on heat health please email extreme.weather@dhhs.vic.gov.au 

Do you own this platter?                                                                                        

This is thought to be left over 

from the last U3A Christmas                       

lunch. If it belongs to you 

contact Marie on                    

mltwyford@gmail.com 

Volunteers required 

for 2020 

 

Please, if you have any spare time to assist during 

the office hours (9.30 -11.30am, Mondays and 

Wednesdays) during school terms, please contact 

Liz Sharplin, 0403 567 940.  

Volunteers receive support and training and are 

urgently needed for next year. You can have a   

regular spot on the roster or be on the emergency 

(fill-in) list. We do rely on members to keep things 

running and wholeheartedly thank our current     

office volunteers.  

The U3A Office is located in the Manse at the     

Uniting Church in Lyttleton Street, Castlemaine.  

Vic Emergency Website 

It is our responsibility to stay informed this sum-

mer period and so for information about fires 

and other emergencies, you can go onto the 

Vic Emergency website. It provides a real-time 

map across Victoria with incidences, warn-

ings, current fires, floods, storms, accidents 

and recovery information related to these         

emergencies. 

             www.emergency.vic.gov.au 

https://u3avictoria.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3cff2c97535bdf273894eedaf&id=f1a1f7c6d7&e=ba74886ac4
mailto:extreme.weather@dhhs.vic.gov.au
mailto:mltwyford@gmail.com
http://www.emergency.vic.gov.au
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TO THE 2019 RAFFLE CAKE MAKERS—THANK YOU!! 

 

To all our wonderful cake and biscuit  makers... GAY (Feb), CAROLE  (March),  ELIZABETH  

(Apr),  MARGARET G (May),  SALLY (June), DOT (July), VERONICA (Aug), ROSALIND (Sept), 

HELEN  (Oct)  and  CHRISTOBEL (Nov/Dec).    

It must be remembered that many cakemakers have been making a donation of a cake or 

biscuits for many years now. They have always put a great deal of time and effort into presenting their  

donation in the most attractive way possible. Congratulations to all the lucky winners. You were indeed 

the lucky ones.   

We had a varied selection of delicious cakes and biscuits again this year from our volunteers. A very 

special thank you to BETTY and PEGGY for their ticket selling and folding each Coffee Morning—a 

much appreciated and important  role. Thank you too, to MARION and HARVEY, and CAROLE on the 

trading table and MARIE on kitchen duty for their help when needed. A special mention to CHRISTOBEL 

(and TOM) for once again making and donating the delicious Christmas cake for our raffle which will 

be drawn  during the Christmas Coffee Morning celebration.  Whoever wins this cake is especially 

lucky.  It will be a great start to your Christmas celebrations. 

If you are interested in volunteering for cake making for the 2020 cake raffle year PLEASE contact                                   

Beryl on 5472 3182 or berylleavesley@hotmail.com or tick the appropriate box on the volunteering 

page when you enrol, specifying cake making for the raffle at coffee morning. Welcome to the team. 

Your contribution will be much appreciated. Thank you to those who have already indicated they will 

be part of it all again next year.          Beryl Leavesley 

U3A trip to ANAM—’Mostly Mozart’ By about midday on a very cheering warm and sunny 

day, our small troop of four was making its way out of the Melbourne Recital Centre amongst the mill-

ing crowd, enthralled by the amazing music of  Mozart and Haydn.                                                                              

Introduced by Marshall McGuire, Hungarian guest  conductor Gábor Takács-Nagy, a man with such 

energy, a sense of fun and obvious love of the music, described the two pieces;  Mozart‘s Oboe Con-

certo in C, K314 and  Joseph Haydn‘s  Symphony No. 90 in C, Hob. I:90.  He directed the ANAM orches-

tra of astonishingly talented young musicians in this aesthetically and acoustically beautiful concert 

venue.  As Gábor explained in his introduction, both compositions are written in the key of C which 

was well recognized by both of these towering 18th century composers as an ‗uplifting‘ and ‗happy‘ 

key.                                                                                                                                                                        

After two pauses towards the end of Haydn‘s symphony, each time tricking some of us in the audience 

into applause - then politely gestured by the conductor to hold off … as the music then  continued - 

the tumultuous applause at the very end was an affirmation of appreciation of the timeless beauty of 

this wonderfully uplifting music.  One wonders whether those pauses were deliberately inserted by the 

mischievous Haydn, to play tricks on his audience.                                                                                       

We came away refreshed and indeed uplifted by this most enjoyable ANAM  concert as we made our 

separate ways home; but not before Lou got a couple of snaps of our troop.  Sadly, three others were, 

for various personal reasons, unable to be there with us.                                                                              

My grateful thanks to Babs McMillan and Joe Scoglio for organising this outing.   Lou Citroen 

                                               

The Fabulous ANAM youth orchestra L-R- Gabor Takacs-Nagy & Marshall McGuire 
L-R -Sandra F-L,  Helen M, Lou C, & Sue P. 

mailto:berylleavesley@hotmail.com
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Playing with Ibsen's ‘Ghosts’  

Coming up at the Phee Broadway Theatre will be a series of theatre 

based Playshops for anyone who is interested in theatre.  

Something to really look forward to will be a U3A Playshop on    

Thursday February 6th at 10am until 12.30pm. You will be shown how 

an actor prepares, how a script is understood and explored, and  

finally how a performance happens.  It is designed for anyone who is 

interested in theatre and the play is brought to you whilst  revealing 

the methods professional actors employ in this task.  

Sue Ingleton has performed this experimental work for many years in schools and drama classes and 

internationally. 

The workshop will run for approximately 2.5 hours. Entry fee is $5 and there is limited seating. 

Prior to attending the workshop you are strongly advised to catch an Open House screening (gold 

coin donation) of the 1987 BBC filmed performance of Ibsen's ‘GHOSTS’ starring Judy Dench,           

Michael Gambon and Kenneth Branagh, screening on Tuesday 4th and Wednesday 5th at 11am  

until 12.30pm.   

MEANDERING THE MEDIA 

This was the first time I had run a course and I had a fear that I would not have enough material to fill 

the three one and a half hour sessions. It turned out that I was having to do some rapid sub-editing to 

avoid overrunning the allotted time! This time around, the course will run over four sessions to allow 

more time for our "pub stops" for discussion and questions. My thanks to this year's participants who 

were most generous and appreciative in their comments. 

Preparing  the history section of news communication was straightforward but putting together the 

current media scene was just like being back in "The Herald" reporters' room with new developments 

breaking each week. My sense of wanting to keep class members  "up with the latest" led to me feel-

ing I was back in my former life, racing to make edition deadlines. 

I thoroughly enjoyed my first experience as a course leader with U3A and look forward to facilitating a 

slightly longer meander through the big wide wonderful world of the news media in the 2020 syllabus. 

Jim Foley, Class Leader 

Class Reports for 2019 

TABLE TENNIS 2019 

Members have enjoyed another full year of social Table Tennis. It is pleasing to see all tables in use 

after 9.30 every Wednesday. There are tables available after 11am for new players and coaching if 

requested . Our members are noticeably improving their fitness and agility while enjoying social play. 

We will conclude our year with a shared picnic lunch under the elms at Camp Reserve.  

We resume play on January 8th, the second Wednesday in January . 

Thanks to U3A for the contribution for the purchase of some new bats for our players. 

Trevor Wheeler, Class Leader 
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   Class Notes 

Photography and Digital Imaging 

These were voted equally popular by the group for the     

October theme of ‗Architecture‘.  In order: Mich Evans - 

Curves;  Mich Evans - Cheese Grater; Janet Waldie - Mel-

bourne over the Yarra;  Mike Forsyth - Peter McCallum Clinic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pavarotti- Created from a combination of Luciano Pavarotti's genre-redefining per-

formances and granted access to never-before-seen footage, this film will give audi-

ences around the world a stunningly intimate portrait of the most beloved opera sing-

er of all time. Running time 2 hours.  

Session times @our Theatre Royal: Sun Dec1 2:30pm; Wed 4 Dec 2:30pm; Fri 6 Dec 5pm; 
Sat 7 Dec 10:30am; Wed 11 Dec 7:30pm; Sun 15 Dec 10:30am; Tues 17 Dec 5pm - FINAL 

                                                                      Vic Say: sayvf@castlemaine.net 

MET OPERA- Castlemaine's Theatre Royal continues to screen New York Metropolitan Opera 

House opera     performances - with two more great works, Manon in December and Madame      

Butterfly in January, plus a great documentary with multiple screenings starting ‗soon', on Pavarotti. 

Do continue to network and let friends and others know, including people from Bendigo, 

Maryborough, Kyneton, Woodend and surrounding communities. Confirm again, that there will only 

be the one screening of each opera.   

Manon by Massenet - Sat 14 Dec, 10-30:  A wonderfully     

convoluted plot involving love, Catholic celibacy, gambling,  

subterfuge, luxurious extravagance and so many plots         

between the various characters. 

Madama Butterfly by Puccini - Sat 18 Jan, 10-30:  A transfixing love 

story set in early twentieth century Japan, between the geisha Cio-

Cio-San, known as Madam Butterfly and  Lieutenant Benjamin Franklin 

Pinkerton of the U.S. Navy involving their child and Pinkerton‘s wife - 

inevitably tragic… If you would like a full synopsis of either or both   

operas, contact  Vic Say: sayv@castlemaine.net  

The theme for November 

is ‗Wheels‘.      

                     Jill Williams 

mailto:sayvf@castlemaine.net
mailto:sayv@castlemaine.net
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Armchair Travel 

They've chalked up thousands of kilometres 

travelling around scores of countries on two 

wheels, but just one constant remains true for 

travelling motorcyclists Brian Rix and Shirley   

Hardy-Rix                                                                    

The couple, who are newly settled in Castle-

maine, have seen much of the world on the 

back of their bike over the last decade or so 

but, for all the challenges they‘ve faced, it‘s 

the kindness of strangers that has helped them 

find their way home.                                           

And, all the while, the adventurous former     

policeman and his retired journalist wife 

have documented their travels in 3 books so 

far.                                                                            

It was with 

great pleasure 

that they were  

welcomed as 

special guest 

speakers at the 

November   

session of U3A's 

Armchair Travel class.  A really good  time was 

had by all who found it a most enjoyable and  

interesting talk.    

Next month, for our final AT session for 2019 we 

are off to Italy. What a great way to end the 

year!                                                               

   Bev Orgill and Tom Comerford 

   Class Notes 

MUSIC  MAKERS 

When considering your choice of classes for 2020, perhaps you would like to play     

percussion  instruments -  tambourine, scraper, chime bars, triangle. 

This is not a new course, but you may be included in any one of the courses listed. 

For more information, please contact  Angela. 

Angela Sye, U3A Choir & Music Makers  

0434 201 701 or angelasye42@gmail.com 

                 

Fabulous Friday Flicks 

We have been enjoying a wide variety of New 

Zealand films. We watched the recently awarded 

"Mahana", about two feuding Maori 

shearing families, then we went     

biking with Burt Munro and  Anthony 

Hopkins in "The World's Fastest        

Indian".  

For the last of 

our New Zealand gems, we 

saw Taika Waititi's terrific   

movie "Hunt for the Wilder   

People". It starred the wonder-

ful Sam Neill and an excellent 

supporting cast, along with big dollops of humour, 

poignancy, drama and comment on present day 

New Zealand social welfare systems.                                                 

The other gem we enjoyed was a 

documentary called "Hip Hop-

eration" - a charming, insightful 

look at a group of Waiheke Island 

oldies well over 70 years of age 

who get together to learn Hip Hop 

dancing for health and fun and 

end up winning an international dance title!  A 

heart-warming, life affirming tale that reinforces 

what U3A is all about: you are never too old to 

learn to do something new!  

Next year, we begin the year "Celebrating Sam 

Neill". It promises to be another fun year of Friday 

Flicks - in the back stalls!       

          Beverley Orgill 

http://www.aussiesoverland.com.au/
mailto:angelasye42@gmail.com
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Easy Christmas ‘Plum Pudding’ Ice-cream 

Buy 4 litres of good quality vanilla ice-cream 

Soften the ice-cream and mix in 1/2 tspn mixed spice; 1tspn cinnamon; 1/2 tspn nutmeg (or more to 
taste)  

Add your choice of dried fruits that have been soaked in brandy 

Add your choice of toasted nuts 

Add a little pure cream if a creamier ice-cream is required 

Maybe add some good quality chocolate buds if desired. Try to avoid silly additions such chopped 
violet crumble bars!! 

Freeze in a 5 litre container or smaller containers of your  choice 

AS CHRISTMAS DRAWS NEAR 

Morning has broken on a bright summer day 

Birds are singing way up in the sky 

Gentle rains fall to moisten the air 

Colourful blooms that move everywhere 

 

Looking about we see sadness around us 

Poverty, fighting, stealing and illness 

We can turn this around and do our parts, 

By giving kindness to all from our hearts 

 

Turn arguments to love, tears to laughter 

Sadness to happiness to stay ever after 

Come play some songs and merrily sing 

And feel like a bird spreading its wing 

 

And now let us think as Christmas draws near 

Spread goodwill around and let us all cheer 

Remember that Jesus was born to bring love 

Spread His love to all from heaven above 

 

Angela Sye,U3A Choir & Music Makers Class 

Leader 

 

February 7th Coffee Morning 

10am at the Church of Christ at     

66 Blakeley Rd, Castlemaine 

Guest speakers, Felicity Cripps and Tim 

Heath from the Theatre Royal  will talk 

about the theatre‘s history and their plans for the future. 

Kitchen Duty: ‘Find your Inner Dancer’ & ‘Guitar I‘ & ‘Guitar 

II’ classes 

Do relax this Christmas 

What is Christmas?   

It is the tenderness of the past, 

courage for the present,             

and hope for the future.     

     

           Agnes M Pahro 
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Contact Information 

 Committee of Management     

President    Trevor Lloyd   0419 303 709 u3acm.pres@gmail.com 

Vice President   VACANT 

Secretary    Terry Murphy  0425 712 362 u3acm.secretary@gmail.com 

Treasurer    Richard Grant  0432 715 840 u3acm.treas@gmail.com 

Immediate Past President Phil Fletcher   0409 750 947 wombat.fletch@gmail.com  

Courses Coordinator   Keith Neaves  0477 428 435 u3acm.courses@gmail.com 

Venues Coordinator   Phil Hopley   0425 768 559 u3acmvenues17@gmail.com  

ICTWG Coordinator  Jo Thompson  0457 388 344 u3acm.ictwg@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor   Monique Thomson  0407 507 108 u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com 

Member Services  Coord. Janet Cropley  0419 539 142 janetc@ozemail.com.au 

 

Kitchen Coordinator  Jill Loorham   0438 501 349 loorham23@gmail.com  

         ……………………………………………………………………………….. 

MyU3A Coordinator  John Waldie   0400 858 581 papajohn3002@gmail.com 

Events Coordinator  Joe Scoglio   5472 2396  u3acm.events@gmail.com 

Office Coordinator  Liz Sharplin   0403 567 940 u3acm.office@gmail.com 

Assistant Treasurer  Lou Citroen   0411 715 139 u3acm.asstreas@gmail.com 

Accounts Payable   Ann Roman   5472 5262  gabeandann@bigpond.com 

Membership Officer  Tami McVicar  0400 606 856 u3acm.members@gmail.com 

Website Submissions  Brier Johnson     u3acm.wrt@gmail.com 
 
IT Support    David Sime   0418 242 977 u3acm.it@gmail.com 
  
Celebrations/Tributes  Barbara Bunton  5472 3186  bunwilbar@gmail.com 
 
Cake/Roster/Raffle  Beryl Leavesley  5472 3182  berylleavesley@hotmail.com 
 
MyU3A Support/Help  Anet McDonald  5470 6497  myu3ahelp@gmail.com 
 
 

WORKING GROUPS: Courses Coordination Working Group, u3acm.courses@gmail.com; Finance Working Group, 

u3acm.treas@gmail.com; Events Working Group, u3a.events@gmail.com; Information & Communication Technologies 

Working Group (ICTWG), u3acm.ictwg@gmail.com  

U3A Castlemaine website: www.u3acastlemaine.com 

                                                                 
                           Newsletter Deadline: Monday 27th January  u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com 
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