
 Osage Nation Congressional 
Committee on Congressional Affairs 

 
July 16, 2018 

 
Minutes 

 
Osage Nation Capitol Building 

Pawhuska, Oklahoma 
 
 

Call to Order 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Tillman at 10:06 a.m. 
 
 

Roll Call 
 
Roll was called and the following members were present: 
 
Joe Tillman 
Eli Potts 
Angela Pratt 
Scott BigHorse 
 
The following member was absent. 
 
Archie Mason 
 
Chair Tillman declared a quorum present. 
 
 

Prayer 
 

Prayer was given by Congresswoman Pratt.  
 
 

Approval of Minutes 
 

Motion-To Approve. Congressman Potts made a motion to approve the minutes of the 
May 2, 2018 meeting as presented. The motion was seconded and passed with 3 yeas, 0 
nays and 1 abstention. 
 
Congressman Potts  yes 
Congressman BigHorse yes 
Congresswoman Pratt  abstain 
Congressman Tillman  yes 
 
 

 1 



Nominate & Elect Vice Chair of Congressional Affairs Committee 
 

Chair Tillman opened the floor for nominations for Vice Chair of the Congressional 
Affairs Committee. 
 
Congressman BigHorse nominated Congresswoman Pratt.  
 
Without objection Chair Tillman ceased nominations. The vote was taken and passed 
with 4 yeas and 0 nays. 
 

 
Advertise Budget Analyst Position 

 
Chair Tillman led the discussion regarding the Budget Analyst Position. 
 
Motion-To Amend. Congressman Potts made a motion to amend the low end of the 
salary range to $50,000.00 (Fifty thousand). The motion was seconded and passed with 4 
yeas and 0 nays. 
 
Motion-To Authorize. Congressman Potts made a motion to allow the 2nd speaker to 
pursue the hiring process for the budget analyst of the Osage Nation Congress. The 
motion was seconded and passed with 4 yeas and 0 nays. 
 
Motion-To Authorize. Congressman Potts made a motion to authorize the 2nd speaker to 
post the amended budget analyst job description with HR. The motion was seconded and 
passed with 4 yeas and 0 nays. 
 

 
Policy and Procedures Manual Additions 

 
Communication #18-419 was presented for review by committee. 

 
Chair Tillman led the discussion about the policy and procedures manual additions. 
 
Motion-To Postpone. Congressman Potts made a motion to postpone item #7, Policy 
and Procedures Manual Additions and place it on the next meeting agenda. The motion 
was seconded and passed with 4 yeas and 0 nays. 
 
Chair Tillman recessed the meeting due to lack of a quorum at 10:59 a.m. 
 
The meeting reconvened at 11:09 a.m. 
 
 

New Member Orientation 
 
Chair Tillman led the discussion about the new member orientation. Congresswoman 
Edwards and Clerk of Congress, Shana Walker were in attendance via teleconference. 
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Motion-To Charge. Congressman Potts made a motion to charge the Chair and Vice 
Chair of the Congressional Affairs committee and Congressman Scott BigHorse with 
planning of the New Member Orientation on August 9th and 10th. The motion was 
seconded and passed with 4 yeas and 0 nays.  
 
Motion-To Approve. Congressman Potts made the motion to approve up to $5,000.00 
for new member orientation expense. 
 
The motion dies for lack of second. 
 
 

Equipment Acquisition 
 

Chair Tillman led the discussion about Equipment Acquisition. 
 
Motion-To Approve. Congressman Potts made a motion to approve the 2nd Speaker to 
acquire equipment for the incoming members of Congress and staff up to $14,000.00. 
The motion was seconded and passed with 4 yeas and 0 nays.  
 
 

Approve FY 19 Budget 
 

Communication #18-422 was presented for review by committee. 
 

Motion-To Approve. Congressman BigHorse made a motion to approve the FY19 
budget for the Legislative Branch. The motion was seconded and passed with 4 yeas and 
0 nays. 

 
 

Building Renovation Bid Award 
 

Communication #18-404 was presented for review by committee. 
 
Chair Tillman led the discussion about the Building Renovation Bid Award. 
 
 

401(k) Trustee Appointment 
 

Chair Tillman led the discussion about the 401(k) Trustee Appointment. 
 

Chair Tillman opened the floor for nominations for the 401(k) Trustee. 
 
Congresswoman Edwards nominated Congressman Potts as trustee. The motion was 
seconded and passed with 3 yeas and 1 nay. 
 
Congressman Potts  no 
Congressman BigHorse yes 
Congresswoman Pratt  yes 
Congressman Tillman  yes 
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OFPR / Whistleblower Representative 
 

Chair Tillman led the discussion about the OFPR / Whistleblower Representative. 
 

Motion-To Appoint. Congressman Potts made the motion to appoint Clerk of Congress, 
Shana Walker as the OFPR Representative for the Whistleblower’s Hotline Review 
Committee. The motion was seconded and passed with 4 yeas and 0 nays. 

 
 

Executive Session for Personnel Matters 
 

Motion-To Enter. Congressman Potts made a motion to enter into executive session for 
personnel matters. The motion was seconded and passed with 4 yeas and 0 nays. 
 
The meeting entered executive session at 12:09 p.m. 
 
 
Motion-To Exit. Congressman Potts made a motion to exit executive session. The 
motion was seconded and passed 4 with yeas and 0 nays. 
 
The meeting exited executive session at 1:08 p.m. 
 
 
Motion-To Authorize. Congressman Potts made a motion to have the 2nd Speaker direct 
Human Resources to return Congressional Staff salaries to the salaries approved by the 
Congressional Affairs Committee. The motion was seconded and passed with 4 yeas and 
0 nays. 
 
 
Motion-To Obtain. Congressman Potts made a motion to have the 2nd Speaker obtain the 
reviews conducted through the PayCom system for all Legislative Branch employees and 
set a subsequent Congressional Affairs Committee meeting to determine Congressional 
Staff Merit Bonus award amounts before July 25th. The motion was seconded and passed 
with 4 yeas and 0 nays. 
 
 
Motion-To Draft. Congressman Potts made a motion to direct the 2nd Speaker to draft a 
Request for Services for Legislative Counsel for review at the next Congressional Affairs 
meeting. The motion was seconded and passed with 4 yeas and 0 nays. 
 
 
Motion-To Suspend the Rules. Congressman BigHorse made a motion to suspend the 
rules and modify the agenda to add payables to today’s agenda. The motion was 
seconded and passed with 4 yeas and 0 nays. 
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Payables 
 
Motion-To Approve. Congressman Potts made a motion to approve the Citibank 
Payable in the amount of $2,040.91. The motion was seconded and passed with 4 yeas 
and 0 nays. 
 
 

Adjournment 
 
Motion-To Adjourn. Congressman Potts made the motion to adjourn. The motion was 
seconded and passed with 4 yeas and 0 nays. 
 
Chair Tillman adjourned the meeting at 1:14 p.m. 
 
 
 

Dana Murrell 
Committee Clerk  
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