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SECTION TWO SECTION TWO

none of the comforts/ securities of modern 
life can take many people by surprise. 
Search and rescue missions have increased 
exponentially in recent years, often due to 
the unpreparedness of people. Be aware! 
And enjoy responsibly.

If you are looking for a beautiful, quick 
overnighter, Timber Lake, and Odessa Lake 
are my favorites. Both are under 8 miles 
one way and offer beautiful views, and a 
wonderful backcountry experience. The 
Timber Lake trailhead is on the east side of 
the park, just 10 miles north of Grand Lake. 
Odessa Lake can be accessed either from the 

Bear Lake or Fern Lake trailheads.

Fishing

Sport f ishing is allowed in the park, and all 
that is required is a valid Colorado f ishing 
license. There are many idyllic streams, 
lakes, and rivers within the park to break 
out the f ly rod or spinner reel, where one 
can experience peace and solitude. But be 
aware of any regulations and or conservation 
efforts in place before packing up and 
heading out. All current regulations and 
information can be found HERE.

Settings: 1/2000 sec., f/6.3, ISO 500 

Location: Approximately 5 miles north of the Grand 
Lake Entrance Station on just on the east side of Trail 
Ridge Road.

Gear: Canon 5D MK II body and 500 f/4L IS II.

How to get the shot: Silhouettes make very powerful 
images. I have wanted this shot (or a variation) for 
many years, but it requires very specif ic  elements 
to fall in to place. This day, they did. First, you need 
a very graphic subject. A bull elk, mule deer buck, 
bull moose, you get the idea. The antlers make all the 
difference in your silhouette. Next, you need to be 
lower than your subject. In this case, I was along the 
road and there were a few bull elk on the hillside just 
above. I had to wait for this bull to move to a spot I 
had predetermined for the shot, so that he had nothing 
behind him but sky to keep his form unfettered. Then, 
for a proper silhouette, you expose for the background, 
which is most often the sky. It also helps to have 
clouds for that little extra drama!

GETTING THE SHOT

GPS Loc: 40°20’33” N 105°51’24” W

GPS Loc: 40°26’2” N 105°46’9” W

Backpacking

There are so many great backpacking 
opportunities within the boundaries of 
Rocky Mountain National Park, and many 
more in the immediately surrounding areas 
for that matter. If you plan to backpack in 
RMNP, you will need a few things specif ic 
to the park: First, stop at the Wilderness 
Off ice for a permit and current wilderness 
information. For more info, go HERE. You 
will also need a bear proof food container. I 
recommend this one. Next, you will need a 
good map. The one provided above is great 
for basics, but if you choose to venture out 

in to the backcountry, you will def initely 
want this map. This is clearly a Rocky 
Mountain NP specif ic, (very) short list. 
If this is your f irst time backpacking, 
I recommend reading up on what gear 
and clothing you will need generally, and 
how to prepare for several nights in the 
backcountry. Any time you step in to the 
wilderness, life becomes very serious, and 
all about survival. That statement is not 
meant to scare anyone away from enjoying 
such an experience, it is simply to highlight 
the fact that trekking into the wild, with 

http://cpw.state.co.us/buyapply/Pages/Fishing.aspx
http://cpw.state.co.us/buyapply/Pages/Fishing.aspx
https://www.nps.gov/romo/planyourvisit/fishing.htm
https://goo.gl/maps/z7Fh2jukLyz
https://goo.gl/maps/z7Fh2jukLyz
https://goo.gl/maps/QEmGxKbdg2w
https://goo.gl/maps/QEmGxKbdg2w
https://www.nps.gov/romo/planyourvisit/planning-checklist.htm
http://amzn.to/299dNTc
http://amzn.to/299dNTc
http://amzn.to/29lu17S
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SECTION THREE

Rocky Mountain National Park is one of 
the best places in the world to see large 
Rocky Mountain mammals up close and 
personal. So for the wildlife photographers 
and enthusiasts out there, this is the place to 
be. But it offers so much more for landscape 
and general nature photographers as well. 
High alpine meadows giving way to jagged, 
snow capped peaks, create tight vignette 
landscapes. Fiery Fall aspens leading the 
eye through wide angle scenes with perfect 

peak ref lections in still mountain lakes are 
in abundance as well. Wildf lowers of the 
most magnif icent color and detail grow 
everywhere. Vegetation from intricate ferns 
to massive spruce dot the landscape as well. 
There truly is so much at Rocky Mountain 
National Park for us appreciators of nature’s 
beauty. 

RMNP |  PHOTOHGRAPHIC OPPORTUNITIES

GPS Loc:40°26’10” N 105°45’49” W GPS Loc: 40°24’41” N 105°38’4” W

GPS Loc: 40°19’54” N 105°41’5” W

https://goo.gl/maps/Rv5hiyiSHa92
https://goo.gl/maps/Rv5hiyiSHa92
https://goo.gl/maps/GSBZmzMP3w92
https://goo.gl/maps/GSBZmzMP3w92
https://goo.gl/maps/osf342Q9AT82
https://goo.gl/maps/osf342Q9AT82


Driving Trail Ridge Road at dusk and dawn is 
an excellent way to see wildlife up close and 
personal. 

GPS Loc: 40°24’19” N 105°42’52” W

https://goo.gl/maps/sdQwAms7Q712
https://goo.gl/maps/sdQwAms7Q712
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SECTION FOUR

Rockies and are not commonly seen in many 
places. So if you get to see them, it really 
is quite a treat. I always have good luck on 
the east side of the park near Milner Pass 
and Poudre Lake. They can also be spotted 
in the high country, amongst the rocky 
peaks, but one must be diligent as they 
are perfectly camouf laged in this element. 
The peaks surrounding Timber Lake in the 
backcountry are another wonderful place to 
see these majestic creatures.

Birds and other animals - Birds of prey, 
songbirds, and many other birds are all 
around in these montane, subalpine, and 
alpine landscapes. You simply have to be 
on the lookout. Owls can be spotted on the 
east and west sides in the lower elevation, 
forested areas, like Horseshoe Park near 
the Alluvial Fan. Eagles, hawks, and falcons 
are everywhere. So to are robins, mountain 
bluebirds, and several other species, like 
ptarmigan. Pikas, ground squirrels, and 
marmots can be spotted throughout the 
park, as well as deer.

EAST SIDE

My favorite locations of the east side of 
the park include: Bear Lake, Dream Lake, 
Moraine Park, Odessa Lake, The Alluvial 
Fan, and Many Parks Curve, for various 
reasons. Please see the corresponding 
numbers on the map to the left to identify 
each location.

1. Bear Lake is perhaps the most popular 
destination in the whole park. It’s a leisurely  
hike around the lake, it offers unimpeded 
views of the beautiful Long’s Peak, and 
it is one of the best trailheads into some 
spectacular backcountry hikes. Tip: Find 
your way to the North side of the lake early 
for beautiful sunrises.

2. Dream Lake is another one of the most 
photographed lakes in the park, and for 

good reason. It is reached from the Bear 
Lake trailhead and is a short, but moderately 
strenuous hike. Tip: You must hike up quite 
early to catch sunrise on Hallett Peak, but it 
is well worth the effort.

3. Moraine Park is near the road to Bear 
Lake and often is a grazing ground for elk. 
A golden meadow surrounded by rocky 
peaks offers a phenomenal backdrop for 
compelling wildlife watching. Tip: In the 
Fall, bull elk bring their harems into the 
open in Moraine Park. You might even 
witness two bulls fighting.

4. Odessa Lake is a 5-6 mile hike in from the 
Fern Lake trailhead. It can also be reached 
from the Bear Lake trailhead. It is a stunning 
mountain lake with handsome granite peaks 
towering above it. Tip: The north shore 
near the outlet is a great spot to set up for 
sunrise or sunset. I recommend spending the 
night here for best results. Keep in mind that 
backcountry camping requires a permit.

5. The Alluvial Fan is an amazing (relatively 
new) natural feature of the Roaring River. 
In 1982, Lawn Lake broke through an 
earthen dam that had held in its waters since 
the last ice age. It released 29 million gallons 
of water four miles down to the valley f loor. 
Car sized boulders and trees came with it. 
Tip: Work your way out toward the middle 
of the river from the east side onto some of 
the rocks and use a low shutter speed to get 
the best results. But be careful!

6. Many Parks Curve has lots of places to 
park. It is one of the most popular overlooks 
in the park, afterall. You can see the town of 
Estes Park and get panoramic views of much 
of the park. Tip: Watch out for food stealing 
chipmunks here. They are quite smart, and 
way too brave. 

higher elevations. A good place to start would 
be Old Fall River Road, starting on the east 
side of the park, taking you to the top of Trail 
Ridge Road. Before you take this road however, 
be aware of your and your vehicle’s limitations! 
Hiking in the backcountry is also a great way to 
see bears, but be aware of the inherent dangers 
of hiking in bear country. For more info, visit 
Rocky Mountain National Park’s webpage.

Elk - These iconic creatures are perhaps 
the f irst large animal you will see at Rocky 
Mountain National Park. The bulls (males) 
are the most photogenic, with their massive 
racks balancing out the big bodies. They are 
commonly spotted right off the main roads 
in Summer and Fall, and sometimes can even 
be spotted in Estes Park. The best place to see 

them though is all along Trail Ridge Road, 
especially toward the top. 

Moose - Moose are semi aquatic and as a 
consequence, they are not likely to be seen far 
from a water source. They love f latland marsh 
and river landscapes, so the west side of the 
park along the Colorado River is your best bet. 
You are also likely to see them in wet meadows 
dotted throughout in the backcountry. Other 
good front country spots both on the east 
side of the park, are Moraine Park and Beaver 
Meadow, both very near the Beaver Meadow 
Entrance station.

Big Horn Sheep - Not surprisingly, big horn 
sheep are one of the park’s most popular 
residents. They embody the spirit of the 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/0l8ftfzc8xs3qem/rocky-mountain-simple-mapARS.jpg?dl=1
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