
Supporting 

Question

What was it like to be a enslaved  on a 
southern cotton plantation before the Civil 
War?

Formative 

Performance 

Task

Students will visit 8 stations discussing the 
lives of enslaved people, and complete an 
exit ticket to check for understanding. 

Conceptual 

Understanding 

(NY State)

7.7b Enslaved African Americans resisted 
slavery in various ways in the 19th century. 
The abolitionist movement
also worked to raise awareness of and 
generate resistance to the institution of 
slavery.

Content 

Specifications 

(NY State)

7.7b.1 Students will examine ways in which 
enslaved Africans organized and resisted 
their conditions.

The Lives of Enslaved People in the South

DISTRIBUTE the graphic organizer and divide students into groups.  (I 
usually just count off by 4 or 5 depending on the side of the class.)  Have the 
students visit stations at varying points around the room.  This leaves room 
for one group to move on if they’ve found the information more quickly.  
Although I’ve tried to make sure that each station takes about the same time, 
some of the stations are just easier for the students to access. Altogether, 
these stations take between 40 and 60 minutes to complete.  

Lesson Plan
This lesson plan will help students to visualize the lives of the people who were 
kept in slavery in the south.

Before Class...
❏ PRINT AND DISPLAY the 

stations at varying points 
around the room.  I usually 
have some on the walls, and 
others on available desks. If 
possible, laminate the 
stations so that they last from 
year to year. 

❏ COPY the “Enslaved Life” 
graphic organizer and the 
exit ticket (1 copy per. 
student)

CLASSROOM VERSION  - Procedure...

To End Class...
DISCUSS student findings from the stations.  The students will be naturally curious about what they discovered, 
and like sharing and asking further questions.  Before class ends, instruct students to start working on the exit ticket 
so that questions can be answered before students leave the class.  

Some students might 

require clarification 

with the sources.  I 

prefer to leave them 

this way to encourage 

discussion and 

questions.

These are the standards 
for NYS, however, this 
lesson should fit with 
many state standards.

Teacher Resources - CLASSIC VERSION:
● Google Slides link to the station documents
● Google Slides link to handouts and exit ticket 

DIGITAL VERSION:
● This version is only in Google Slides (for obvious 

Digital Reasons)

Click here for access to the 
Google Documents.



The Lives of Enslaved People in the South Lesson Plan
This lesson plan will help students to visualize the lives of the people who were 
kept in slavery in the south.

This version has been written to be completed through Google Slides and Google Classroom. 
Some of the documents have been modified so that students can complete the lesson with 
less teacher support. 

DIGITAL VERSION  - Procedure...

ASSIGNING THE LESSON - You can assign 
the presentation in Google Classroom 
(Classwork - Create)  and then click make a 
copy for every student. This way, students will 
each have their own lesson to work through, 
and their own text boxes to complete. Just 
make sure you pick “make a copy for each 
student.”


