
NOTE: There are 
many ways to 
complete this 
activity and there 
are many variables 
which might 
impact the how 
teachers implement 
this lesson. The 
lesson procedure 
below is just a 
series of 
suggestions. 

1. Hand out blank brackets to students and the list of song titles. Have 
students complete their brackets. Students can make predictions based on 
the names of songs or prior knowledge. (5 min.)

2. Assign students songs to research and direct students to the Song 
Research handout. Make sure all of the songs are covered in some form. Give 
students time to research the songs and complete the handout. The time 
allotted will vary based on the age of the students. (15 to 30 min.)

3. Over the unit, have small numbers of students present their songs. The full 
song does not need to be played for students to vote. You can advise students 
to pick a 30 second clip of their song, or post the songs on a class website in 
some form. Each time a new song is presented, have students vote on the 
Song Evaluation handout. For the first round only, have students total the 
points earned for each song. This will determine the songs that go onto to the 
Sweet 16 round of voting. 

4. For the next three rounds, teachers can simply have students vote for their 
favorite/most historical/ or most memorable song. I like scheduling voting 
days out, and have students collectively agree on the criteria. Students love to 
debate a song’s merit. 

Most of the songs picked are G-rated. However, as both the Vietnam War and Civil Rights movement were fraught with angst, some of 
the songs do contain some more adult language. Below I’ve included some of the songs teachers might need to investigate further. Feel 
free to change out songs to meet the needs of your classroom. I tried my best to vet all of the songs, however, there may be some 
language I missed. 

Get ready to immerse your students in the music of the 1950s, 
60s and 70s while also reviewing the themes of the Civil Rights 
Movement and the Vietnam War!

The live version of “I Feel Like I’m Fixin’ to Die” at 
Woodstock is quite adult. Be advised if you have 
students research this song on Youtube. The song 
itself included the word “damn.”

The song “Mississippi Goddamn” obviously includes 
the word “goddamn.”

Digital Bracket 

Poster Bracket - To print, open with Adobe Reader, click print, and then 
under options, click “poster size.” Then, just stitch the poster together (or 
have a student do it for you!)
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