
1 Kings 1 

Introduction
The book of kings is categorized as a history book, but this does not mean 
that it is not full of theology.  So while this book is a thrilling tale of intrigue, 
mystery, and murder, it is so much more than this.  

The golden chain of salvation runs through this exciting story and while we 
would rightly shy away from too much allegory, that is searching for the 
hidden meanings in the text, we can easily discern that many of the of the 
themes show us theology and many of the people are typical, or types.  

For example as we look into this volume we should understand that Solomon
is a type of Christ.  And by this expression typical, or type, we should 
understand that Solomon has certain characteristics of Christ, not that 
Solomon is typical, or like him, in every detail. 

So that being said, I have decided to approach the preaching of this book, as
it is written, as a thrilling piece of redemptive history.  So before we begin 
we need to understand where in redemptive history the book of kings sits.  

The redemptive story so far tells us that Adam and Eve have been deceived 
by the serpent, sinned and been cast out of the Garden of Eden.  God has 
promised the first humans that one day a saviour will rescue them and their 
descendant’s.  The flood has decimated the first world, and Abraham has 
been promised that the saviour will be born from his seed, out of a people as
numerous as the sand on the beach, or stars in the sky.  This great race of 
people have come into existence and they are the Israelites.  So as we open 
the book of kings we find the Israelites living in the promised land ruled by a
the great king David.  

But in the background the serpent, Satan, is still attempting to destroy the 
race of men and the shadow of death and treachery stalk the halls of King 
David’s palace.  

Abishag Marries the King
King David is now seventy years old.  Many at seventy are no doubt fit, but 
David is paying the price for his grievous sins of adultery and murder.  
Despite this David, he is still loved by the people of the land and the people 
of the court and so it no doubt grieved those around him to see the man 
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they loved very old, and unable to keep warm even when they put covers 
over him.

Great king David is sinking by degrees.  Throughout his life God has 
delivered him from many dangers and afflictions.  But even David’s 
numerous rescues from afflictions are but short reprieves for death 
eventually comes for us all, even one as great as King David.  

In their concern his attendants said to him, “Let us look for a young virgin to
serve the king and take care of him. She can lie beside him so that our lord 
the king may keep warm.”  3 Then they searched throughout Israel for a 
beautiful young woman and found Abishag, a Shunammite, and brought her 
to the king. 4 The woman was very beautiful; she took care of the king and 
waited on him, but the king had no sexual relations with her.

Now his physicians were foolish, instead of finding ways of warming David 
with a fire, more clothing, blankets, or hot drinks, they propose to one 
preparing himself for the grave, that he take a concubine, or perhaps a wife.
They do not consider that God would oppose this as adultery and that the 
serpent, Satan, might gain some purchase in his attempts to overthrow the 
kingdom of God.  

King David himself should have vehemently refused any such sinful idea for 
even though sacred history clearly states that he had no sexual relations 
with her, having Abishag in his bed, dishonours’ Bathsheba and is a sin 
against God.  And David should have remembered his own sin of adultery 
and murder over Bathsheba.  

There is no doubt that this foolish action by David confirmed to his son, 
Adonijah that his father was totally infirm and no longer capable of ruling the
kingdom.  And so Adonijah decides to take the kingdom from him.   

Adonijah Sets Himself Up as King
Now, it is true, that David had not been a good father.  He had refrained 
from disciplining his children.  Although all his children had no doubt 
distressed their father and it is likely that he took his concerns to God, David
was not strong enough to confront his children over their behaviour.  

It is likely that this is because he was so conscious of his own sin with 
Bathsheba, that they no doubt would have thrown it back in his face.   His 
sons would not take the bit and refused rebuke.  And David recognising this 
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pretended that all was well, peace at any price he decided, was better than 
contentions.  And so he raised vipers instead of children.  By not keeping his
sons under strong discipline, David honoured his sons more than he did God.
His father had never rebuked Adonijah by asking, “Why do you behave as 
you do?” 

As a result of this King David had much trouble with his children.  His first 
and third born sons, Absalom and Ammon caused him nothing but grief.  
And now his son Adonijah was also, very handsome and was born next after 
Absalom and as second in line to the throne he decided to follow in his 
brothers footsteps.  

Children that are indulged learn to be proud and ambitious.  Think of Greta 
Thunberg, think of the climate Action teenagers.  Think of Action Stations.  
Think of Absalom and Ammon.

5 And now Adonijah, whose mother was Haggith, put himself forward and 
said, “I will be king.” So he got chariots and horses[a] ready, with fifty men to
run ahead of him. 7 Adonijah conferred with Joab son of Zeruiah and with 
Abiathar the priest, and they gave him their support. 8 But Zadok the priest, 
Benaiah son of Jehoiada, Nathan the prophet, Shimei and Rei and David’s 
special guard did not join Adonijah.

9 Adonijah then sacrificed sheep, cattle and fattened calves at the Stone of 
Zoheleth near En Rogel. He invited all his brothers, the king’s sons, and all 
the royal officials of Judah, 10 but he did not invite Nathan the prophet or 
Benaiah or the special guard or his brother Solomon.

And so Adonijah rewards his fathers weakness by making a fool of him. 
When David is infirm, and his death imminent instead of mourning, Adonijah
proudly looks on his father as useless and good for nothing, and so he says 
that he will take the throne off the weak old king.   

Even though Adonijah knows that God and the King have anointed Solomon 
as king, (1 Chr 22:9 – 10) Adonijah believes in his pride, contempt, and his 
arrogance that he can take what he wants.  Adonijah says I will not have 
Christ as my King.  Adonijah opposes the kingdom of God and the serpent 
continues to whisper in his ear, you can be king.  Is this not what the snake 
whispered to Eve, you can be like God.  
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And if Solomon is a type of Christ, then I suggest that Adonijah is a type of 
us.  For before we believed in God, we believed in ourselves, and thought 
that we were gods. 

Adonijah says that King David is old and infirm and Solomon is young and 
ignorant and so the kingdom belongs to Adonijah.  What a wicked heart 
Adonijah has, to wish his father and his half brother dead so that he can 
have their kingdom. 

To pursue his ambitions, Adonijah gathers around himself chariots and 
horseman both to wait on him and to fight for him.  He enlists Joab 
commander of the army and Abiathar, the High Priest in his cause.  

Now why would Abiathar follow Adonijah, he had served David loyally 
through many trying times.  He was a man of experience and sense who 
would be difficult to be seduced, especially by a young upstart, whom I am 
sure that he had the measure of.  What possible advantage could this 
alliance be to him?  He was at the peak of his career.  

Like Adonijah he could not have been ignorant that the crown had been 
promised to Solomon.  The serpent also whispered in his ears that he could 
be like a god.  Just because we have followed Christ for many years does not
make us immune to the allurements of the serpent.  

Joab joined Adonijah, because he was a murderer and feared punishment 
from Solomon once David was dead.  In the end Joab joined the rebellion 
because his heart was always dark, we see in Joab a type of Judas.  A man 
or was never part of the kingdom, despite what he said or did.  His only 
interest was self interest.  The children of the serpent always reveal their 
true colours, when their ambitions are threatened.  

But, Zadok, Benaiah, Nathan the prophet, Shimel, and Rei, David’s special 
guard did not despise their King or their God.  In these people we see types 
of faithful believers.  And Solomon was also absent from the feast, probably 
because he was despised and marked for death, once David had died.  

Now, it is highly likely that the feast was in fact a sacrifice and that the 
presence of the High Priest Abiathar was required so that Adonijah could 
begin his usurpation of David’s throne with a show of devotion, just as we 
read that Absalom had done in 2 Sam 15:7.  

Nathan and Bathsheba 
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Whatever the case, David remained ignorant of Adonijah’s feast and 
rebellion.  And Bathsheba also knew nothing.  Perhaps Solomon knew, 
perhaps not.  

Adonijah believed that even if he could not keep knowledge of the coup from
them, that David was too weak to oppose him.  But Adonijah forgot that it is
actually Gods kingdom and that what Adonijah seeks to steal belongs to 
God.  And our God is a jealous God.  

So God made sure that the prophet Nathan knew.  Nathan knew Gods mind, 
Nathan knew that the kingdom was to be Solomon’s. It was Nathan who had
named Solomon Jedidah, which means beloved of God, in 2 Sam 12:25.  
And as the kingdom is in danger, Nathan hurries to Bathsheba.  

And Nathan asked Bathsheba, Solomon’s mother, “Have you not heard that 
Adonijah, the son of Haggith, has become king, and our lord David knows 
nothing about it? 12 Now then, let me advise you how you can save your own 
life and the life of your son Solomon. 

Nathan sends Bathsheba to David as she had the easiest access and the 
most to lose if Adonijah gained the throne.  Bathsheba would lose her life 
and the life of her son.  Bathsheba may have been humble enough not to 
care about the throne so Nathan makes sure she understands the threat to 
their lives to ensure that she has plenty of motivation.  

Nathan counsels her to go to David and ask him humbly why Adonijah 
reigns. Nathan says, I will come a little later as if by chance, so that David 
will see the hand of God in this.  

In the visit of his beloved wife I am sure that David’s flesh is warmed far 
more than the warmth of even a young girl could ever do.  And even though 
Abishag is present, we see the character of Solomon’s mother, she is 
respectful, honouring David as both her husband and her king.  

Bathsheba reminds David of the promise and the solemn oath he had made 
to her that their son Solomon would be king.  She then tells him of 
Adonijah’s attempted coup, knowing that this would awaken David’s sense of
justice, she says to David in verse 18 that now Adonijah has become king, 
and you, my lord the king, do not know about it. 

She flatters David by telling him that the fault is not his, as he did not know 
of it, but I wonder if both do not glance at Abishag as she says this.  And as 
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a father David knows that he has failed in his responsibility to raise his 
children in the ways of the Lord.  

Bathsheba makes it clear that neither she nor Solomon were involved and 
the fact that they were not invited to Adonijah’s coronation feast shows the 
great danger that they are now in.  Bathsheba knows that Adonijah looks on 
Solomon with contempt so that if the rebellion is allowed to run its course, 
as soon as my lord the king is laid to rest with his ancestors, I and my son 
Solomon will be treated as criminals.”

She reminds David that he had sworn to her by the LORD your God: 
‘Solomon your son shall be king after me, and he will sit on my 
throne.’ 18 But now Adonijah has become king, and you, my lord the king, do 
not know about it. 19 He has sacrificed great numbers of cattle, fattened 
calves, and sheep, and has invited all the king’s sons, Abiathar the priest 
and Joab the commander of the army, but he has not invited Solomon your 
servant.

Bathsheba reminds him that it is within David’s power to mitigate this wrong
and he should be under no illusions that this is what the people expect from 
him as their king and as a prophet of God.  20 My lord the king, the eyes of all
Israel are on you, to learn from you who will sit on the throne of my lord the
king after him.  David’s word would be law.  If David made this 
pronouncement then Adonijah’s rebellion would be crushed and all 
controversy over who should be king would be resolved.  

David had to act.  Solomon was to be a type of Christ, and his kingdom a 
shadow of the coming messiahs kingdom, and so the serpent and his seed 
would do whatever they could to ensure that Solomon never took the 
throne.  The promise of God is in peril.  David must decide what to do.  

At this crucial juncture when David had yet to decide the matter and while 
Bathsheba was still speaking Nathan the Prophet arrives as promised.  23 And
the king was told, “Nathan the prophet is here.” So Nathan went before the 
king and bowed with his face to the ground.  Nathan shows the sick and 
infirm David the same respect as he would have done if he had found David 
full of vim and vigour sitting on his throne.  

Notwithstanding this Nathan, as befits the position of a prophet, speaks in a 
more straightforward manner than Bathsheba,  He repeats the entreaties of 
Bathsheba.  24 Nathan said, “Have you, my lord the king, declared that 
Adonijah shall be king after you, and that he will sit on your throne? 25 Today
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he has gone down and sacrificed great numbers of cattle, fattened calves, 
and sheep. He has invited all the king’s sons, the commanders of the army 
and Abiathar the priest. Right now they are eating and drinking with him and
saying, ‘Long live King Adonijah!’ 

Nathan points out that Adonijah considered David to be already dead.  He 
then goes to great lengths to assure King David that he and Zadok the 
priest, and Benaiah son of Jehoiada, and his son Solomon were not invited 
and had nothing to do with me rebellion, if that is indeed what it was.  

For Nathan then enquires whether this might be a decree of the king that he 
was unaware of.  27 Is this something my lord that the king has done without 
letting his servants know who should sit on the throne of my lord the king 
after him?”

Nathan suggests that if David has authorized this action by Adonijah then he
is being unfaithful to his promise and why does he Nathan know nothing of 
the matter, for is Nathan not the prophet of God, entrusted with the 
responsibility of letting the king know the mind of God?  

And if David had not authorized the coronation then it was time to nip it in 
the bud, and declare Solomon the kings successor. For the actions of 
Adonijah were shameful, arrogant and insolent and had put the kingdom in 
danger.  

Nathan attempts to rouse David from his stupor to do that which needed to 
be done to safeguard the legacy of Gods promise.  And as David is at heart, 
a good man, being reminded of his duty he sets his face towards doing it.  

28 Then King David said, “Call in Bathsheba.” So she came into the king’s 
presence and stood before him.  And David remembers his oath to 
Bathsheba, and he repeats it.  

David announces Solomon King
“As surely as the LORD lives, who has delivered me out of every trouble, 30 I 
will surely carry out this very day what I swore to you by the LORD, the God 
of Israel: Solomon your son shall be king after me, and he will sit on my 
throne in my place.”

An oath is a sacred thing and the obligations to it can never be broken even 
if forgotten. And so remembering his promise, he repeats it.  His form of 
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swearing states that he will surely do that which he promised not only 
because of his obligations to his wife and their son but mainly because he 
also swore an oath to the one true God, who had proven himself faithful, 
time after time, that Solomon would sit on his throne.  

31 Then Bathsheba bowed down with her face to the ground, prostrating 
herself before the king, and said, “May my lord King David live forever!”

Bathsheba accepts the promise in reverence, her attitude in great contrast 
to his son Adonijah, who had tried to usurp the promise of God, in his 
arrogance.  Unlike Adonijah who wanted him dead, Bathsheba prays that 
David would live forever.  We should also pray that God would prolong the 
life of good men, even if that means an earthly disadvantage to us.  

David Makes Solomon King
32 King David said, “Call in Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet and Benaiah
son of Jehoiada.” When they came before the king, 33 he said to them: “Take 
your lord’s servants with you and have Solomon my son mount my own 
mule and take him down to Gihon. 34 There have Zadok the priest and 
Nathan the prophet anoint him king over Israel. Blow the trumpet and 
shout, ‘Long live King Solomon!’ 35 Then you are to go up with him, and he is 
to come and sit on my throne and reign in my place. I have appointed him 
ruler over Israel and Judah.”

David once again the strong king of old takes steps to maintain peace, he 
seeks both to crush the rebellion of Adonijah, and to secure the kingdom for 
Solomon.  The men he appoints are Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, 
Benaiah son of Jehoiada, men whom he could trust and who were no part of 
the rebellion against him.  They were to have Solomon mount King David’s 
mule, as there was no stable of fine horses for faithful king David, and 
escort him to Gihon. 

We cannot mistake the echoes of history in this passage.  In a shadow of the
reality, Solomon as a type of Christ, rides on a donkey towards his 
coronation in Jerusalem in exactly the same way that Jesus, the true Christ, 
will enter Jerusalem centuries later.  

Zadok and Nathan the two church leaders were to anoint Solomon as king.  
This was necessary as Solomon was not the eldest son and his authority to 
reign was contested. So in a foreshadowing of the anointing of the Messiah 
39 Zadok the priest took the horn of oil from the sacred tent and anointed 
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Solomon.  The great officers of the court are ordered to give public notice of 
the kingdoms joy in the ascension of Solomon to the throne.  And when they
sounded the trumpet all the people shouted, “Long live King Solomon!” 

Again we are struck by the parallels as the centuries contract in our minds 
and we hear in our hearts the faint cries of another crowd shouting hosanna 
as they celebrate the true Messiahs entry into Jerusalem.   

Now we can safely suppose that Solomon reigned whilst yet David lived.  
And that David in his humility took no offense at this.  This is why Benaiah 
son of Jehoiada can say, “Amen! May the LORD, the God of my lord the king, 
so declare it. 37 As the LORD was with my lord the king, so may he be with 
Solomon to make his throne even greater than the throne of my lord King 
David!”

Benaiah knew that David was not a man jealous of his sons and that he 
would endorse this prayer and say Amen.  

There was no delay in Solomon taking the throne for all the people went up 
after him, playing pipes and rejoicing greatly, so that the ground shook with 
the sound.  We see in this this outpouring that Solomon was approved by 
the people as their king and he was not forced upon them.  Almost every 
Israelite rejoices in the Coronation of King Solomon.  

Only the guests at a small ceremony on the other side of city are disquieted.

Solomon’s Mercy
Now we see no anointing in the case of Adonijah.  He was acclaimed not with
oil but through a feast.  But whom God calls he will anoint, the usurper 
Adonijah is left without Gods favour.  

Now, the feast must have been long and the gluttony great for it would take 
a long time to arrange and carry out Solomon’s  inauguration.  In this we 
see an ageless truth, those who serve not God serve themselves.  The 
serpent fools Adonijah and his guests into believing that they can be like 
gods and worship themselves.  

And so they are indolent and blinded in their sinfulness believing that no 
harm would come to them.  So we see in the guests, types of unbelievers 
who in their rebellion against God waste their lives in wickedness and 
merriment.  
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And so even as all the guests are preparing to adorn Adonijah and parade 
him through the city as the new king they hear the sound of the trumpet, 
and Joab asked, “What’s the meaning of all the noise in the city?”  

42 Even as he was speaking, Jonathan son of Abiathar the priest arrived. 
Adonijah said, “Come in. A worthy man like you must be bringing good 
news.”  Joab was instantly wary.  But not Adonijah, evil men always flatter 
themselves that things will go well for them so he believes that the worthy 
man Jonathan has brought him good news.  

But destruction has overcome them even as they were eating and drinking, 
just as the people of Sodom and Gomorrah were overcome without realizing 
their danger.  

43 “Not good news at all!” Jonathan answered. “Our lord King David has made
Solomon king. 44 The king has sent with him Zadok the priest, Nathan the 
prophet, Benaiah son of Jehoiada, the Kerethites and the Pelethites, and 
they have put him on the king’s mule, 45 and Zadok the priest and Nathan 
the prophet have anointed him king at Gihon. From there they have gone up
cheering, and the city resounds with it. 

That’s the noise you hear. 46 Moreover, Solomon has taken his seat on the 
royal throne. 47 Also, the royal officials have come to congratulate our lord 
King David, saying, ‘May your God make Solomon’s name more famous than
yours and his throne greater than yours!’ And the king bowed in worship on 
his bed 48 and said, ‘Praise be to the LORD, the God of Israel, who has allowed
my eyes to see a successor on my throne today.’”

Jonathon outlines in detail the utter failure of the rebellion.  Solomon had 
been made king, and what had been done could not now be undone.  The 
courtiers were pleased.  And the king was pleased. 49 At this, the party is 
over, all Adonijah’s guests rose in alarm and dispersed. All were afraid that 
they would be discovered together guilty by association in their desire to 
usurp the kingdom from Solomon and rebel against God.  

How quickly the emotions of the wicked turn.  Just moments ago Adonijah 
was ecstatic he was about to achieve his desire to be king have the power of
life and death over his enemies, and now it was him who was running for his
life.  He had despised Solomon and would not have him as a guest at his 
feast and now he fears Solomon as a judge.  
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Here is a life lesson, all who oppose Christ and his kingdom, will all find 
themselves trembling in fear.  This includes the great serpent who is behind 
this attempt to usurp Solomon’s throne.  In vain will they call for the 
mountains to fall on them.  

And so Adonijah, in fear of Solomon, went and took hold of the horns of the 
altar. Adonijah like all the wicked dare not face a trial for their sins for they 
would be pronounced guilty.  And so Adonijah appeals to the mercy of God 
at the same altar where he would probably have contemptuously sacrificed 
to the very God he now rebelled against.  So Solomon was told, “Adonijah is
afraid of King Solomon and is clinging to the horns of the altar. He says, ‘Let
King Solomon swear to me today that he will not put his servant to death 
with the sword.’”  Here is a great change, an arrogant prince was that 
morning dreaming of ruling a kingdom, now he begs for his life.  In the 
morning he reigned, now he trembles, and can only find himself safe, if the 
king Grant’s him grace and mercy.  

52 Solomon replied, “If he shows himself to be worthy, not a hair of his head 
will fall to the ground; but if evil is found in him, he will die.” 53 Then King 
Solomon sent men, and they brought him down from the altar. And Adonijah
came and bowed down to King Solomon, and Solomon said, “Go to your 
home.”

No doubt Solomon was aware of the mercy shown to his father by God, after
his adultery.  So Solomon shows mercy and discharges Adonijah on a good 
behaviour bond.  

Conclusion
So on the surface this story looks like the age old tale of the young usurper 
who desires his despised fathers kingdom, and despite the sons rebellion 
and the stupor of King, in the nick of time, the court magician saves the 
kingdom from the machinations of evil and wicked men.  

But if we look at the story from the viewpoint of the spiritual realm, we see 
that the serpents involvement takes this story into the arena where Satan is 
attempting to thwart the will of God.  

And if we look at the story from the viewpoint of redemptive history, we see 
that the kingdom only appeared to be in danger.  And this should be of great
comfort to us, especially as we see  wicked men and women taking control 

11



1 Kings 1 

of the ruling councils of our own country.   We should not despair, because 
our God is in charge and whatever happens it is his will.  

And if we look at the story from the viewpoint of the battle for men’s souls, 
this is the story of sinners and a saviour.  Adonijah, Abiathar, Joab, and the 
guests at the feast are pictures of us.  Proud men, rebelling against our 
father.  Like them we also once believed in our pride, contempt, and our 
arrogance that we could take what we wanted.  That we could be like Gods.  

And perhaps some of you here, still believe that, perhaps in your hearts, you
are still at the feast with Adonijah, indulging yourselves in sinful pleasures 
not considering that an account will one day, be required for your wicked 
rebellion.  

If you are, then note carefully, that this story, like every story in the bible is 
ultimately about Christ.  Good king Solomon, who is a type of Christ, will not
slay his brother because he cries out to him for mercy.

Solomon, who is a type of Christ has mercy upon a terrible sinner and this is
a picture that we can cling to that shows us that every repentant sinner, who
runs to the cross of Christ and holds on with all their might, begging for 
mercy will be granted mercy.  No matter your sin, Jesus will be faithful and 
grant your request for mercy.

Solomon as a type of Christ, shows us in 1 Kings chapter 1 that his earthly 
kingdom, like Christ’s eternal kingdom is established as a kingdom of 
forgiveness, mercy, and grace.  
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