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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 24th February, 2016, at 7.00pm, in 
Woodland Hall, Woodland Road, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Councillor B Armstrong (in the Chair) 
and Councillors J Armstrong, FS Duggan, K Duggan and R Makepeace 

and County Councillors D Bell and J Chaplow 
 
115. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors L McKendrick and D Robb and County 
Councillor A Bonner. 
 
116. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 
There were no declarations of interest of requests for dispensations.  
 
117. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
County Councillors reported on the following items: 
 

 Durham County Council had to make savings of £104m by 2020, £37m having to be saved 
during 2016/2017.  The County Council had not received any additional resources from the 
Government fund for rural authorities.  

 The County Council would be increasing Council Tax by 1.99% together with an additional 
2% for social services, giving a total increase of 3.99%. 

 The referendum in relation to the elected mayor and devolution deal for the North East had 
now finished.  81,964 of an electorate of 377,101 had responded which was a rate of 21.7%.  
Of these, 59.5% of people thought that devolving powers was a step in the right direction 
while 47.8% felt that an elected mayor should have limited powers. 

 A number of people had been caught fly-tipping around the County and been fined in court.  
 Trading Standards had recently seized over 6,600 illegal cigarettes and an ice cream man 

had also been fined for selling cigarettes to an 8 year old. 
 

Resolved: That the report be noted.  
 
118. MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 27th January, 2016, were confirmed as a correct record and 
signed by the Chairman. 
 
119. MATTERS ARISING 
 
There were no matters arising.   
  
120. FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 

 
(i) £267.81 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for February. 
(ii) £67.00 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for December. 
(iii) £194.16 to Mr D Walker in respect of reimbursement for cost of website for 2 years. 
(iv) £12.00 to Durham City Homes in respect of hire charges for Woodland Hall. 
(v) Artis Consulting February/March payment in respect of quantity surveying services. 
(vi) Blake Hopkinson LLP February/March payment for design works. 
(vii) £66.92 to Scottish Power in respect of electricity supply. 

 
The following accounts had fallen due and been paid over the since the last meeting in 
consultation with the Chairman and Members.  
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(i) £840.00 to Artis Consulting in respect of January payment quantity surveying services 

for the new community centre. 
(ii) £52,655.18 to WJM Quigley Ltd in respect of no.2 payment for construction works.  

 
(b) Cheques issued:  

  
(i) 27th Jan 2016 £ 249.32 Clerk’s wages    No. 823 
(ii) 27th Jan 2016 £ 62.40 HMRC     No. 824 
(iii) 27th Jan 2016 £ 15.00 Room hire    No. 825 
(iv) 27th Jan 2016 £ 1,342.93 Durham County Council   No. 826 
(v) 27th Jan 2016 £ 962.26 Artis Consulting     No. 827 
(vi) 27th Jan 2016 £ 1,416.00 B&C Shelters    No. 828 
(vii) 27th Jan 2016 £ 7,414.48 Transferred to Unity Trust  No. 829 
(viii) 27th Jan 2016 £ 40,000.00 Transferred to Barclays   No. 830 
(ix) 27th Jan 2016 £ 70.89 Petty Cash    No. 831 
(x) 12th Feb 2016 £ 840.00 Artis Consulting    No. 810 
(xi) 27th Feb 2016 £ 52,655.18 WJM Quigley Ltd   No. 003 

 
(c) Cash at Bank: 

 
Northern Rock  £28,163.03 
Barclays  £106,168.23 
Barclays (Savings) £12,208.71 
Unity Trust  £2,831.51 

 
(d) Transfer of Funds 

 
The Clerk reported that the no.1 claim Lottery funds had not been received in advance of 
payment having to be made to the contractor.  Accordingly, £10,000.00 had been transferred 
from the Barclays savings account into the Barclays business account to ensure that sufficient 
funds were available in the event of the cheque being presented for payment prior to funds 
arriving in the account.  
 

(e) VAT Reclaim 
 
The VAT reclaim for the period June to December 2015 had now been received from HMRC 
and was in the sum of £2,469.00. 
 
The VAT reclaim for the period January 2016 had been submitted to HMRC and was in the 
sum of £10,197.92. 

 
121. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(a) Mid Durham AAP - Enquiry as to whether the Council was aware of any 
requirement to provide additional parking areas around Willow 
Road. 
Resolved: That the Council was not aware of any requirement 
at this time.  

 
122. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
There were no planning applications for consideration.  
 
123. WEBSITE (Minutes 93 and 110 refer) 
 
The Clerk reported that upon contacting 1and1 in relation to the new website, it had become 
apparent that they were unable to accept payment using a method suitable for the Council’s needs.  
 
In consultation with the Chairman, the Clerk had therefore taken a website package with 
names.co.uk in addition to the purchase of the domain name.  The cost for 2 years was in fact slightly 



 
 

179 

 

cheaper than that of 1and1.  While the initial payment had to be made up front, future payment could 
be made by cheque if required.  
 
Development of the site had begun and it had been populated with a range of information, although 
there was still an amount of work to be done to transfer across all the content from the existing site.  
It was anticipated that this would be completed by the end of March.  In the meantime, Durham 
County Council had agreed to keep the existing site live until such time as the new one was finalised.  
 
A number of pages from the new site had been circulated for Members’ information.  
 
Resolved: That the report be noted.  
 
124. AUDIT ARRANGEMENTS 
 
The Audit Commission had ceased to exist on 1st April, 2015, and a new body, Smaller Authorities 
Audit Appointments Ltd (SAAA), had been formed to take over the appointment of external auditors 
and the setting of fees from 2017.  The company had been formed by the National Association of 
Local Councils, Society of Local Council Clerks and the Association of Drainage Authorities.  
 
The company would appoint auditors on behalf of local councils for a 5 year period, unless a council 
opted out, in which case the council would have to set up an independent audit panel to procure 
external audit.  
 
Details of the options available for opting in and out of the scheme had been circulated.  
 
Resolved: That the Council opt into the scheme. 
 
125. DRAW WELL (Minute 106 refers) 
 
The Clerk reported on legal advice which had now been received from NALC in relation to the 
ownership of the Draw Well.  
 
The advice from NALC was that there was a rebuttable presumption that fixtures on land form part of 
the land and thus belong to the landowner.  This could however be rebutted, for example my another 
party confirming their ownership.   
 
In any event the Council had a duty of care as an occupier which could extend to maintenance 
responsibilities. The Council had a power to undertake restoration works and receive funding for this 
purpose under s139 of the Local Government Act 1972.  If the Council undertook works in good faith 
and another party came forward to claim ownership that the Council should not be exposed to any 
liability in that respect.  
 
It was noted that numerous attempts to ascertain ownership of the Draw Well had lead no-where 
over the years and that, accordingly, the Council was unlikely to be able to rebut the presumption of 
ownership. 
 
The cost of the repairs was not unreasonably high, albeit that at the present time the Council was 
unable to fund the entirety of the works.  It was suggested that the Cornsay Village Residents 
Association be approached together with the Mid Durham AAP to see if they would be willing to 
assist with sourcing funding for the required works.  The Clerk would review the Council’s financial 
position to establish what contribution the Council would be able to make to the project.  
 
Resolved: That Cornsay Village Residents Association and the Mid Durham AAP be approached to 
assist with sourcing funding for restoration works.  
  
126. YOUTH SHELTER 
 
The Clerk reported that a cheque had now been received from Zurich Municipal in settlement of the 
claim for damage caused to the youth shelter in July, 2015.   
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That damage had been repaired however, between arranging for the repair works to be carried out 
and the work being undertaken on site, further panels had gone missing, and there was, therefore, 
still part of the roof missing.  Although the matter had been discussed with the Police, the lack of 
information had meant it was impossible to say whether this had been due to further vandalism of as 
a result of a weather event for example.  
 
Following discussion, it was suggested that the Council meet the cost of repairs on this occasions.  In 
the event of any further incidents, the Council would not incur any additional costs on repairs.  
 
The Chairman also reported that the local Neighbourhood Warden had recently removed some 
graffiti from the shelter.   
 
Resolved: That the Council meet the cost of repairs on this occasion only and, that in the event of 
further damage to the roof, any missing panels not be replaced. 
 
127. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE – FUTURE MANAGEMENT OPTIONS (Minute 108 

refers) 
 
A meeting between the Council and Trustees of the Hamsteels Community Hall Association had 
taken place on 10th February, 2016, to discuss how the project was progressing and options for future 
management of the new building.  
 
Copies of the minutes of the meeting, taken by the Association Secretary had been circulated for 
information.  
 
It had been agreed that holding an open meeting for residents and groups who may be interested in 
being involved in the future management would be a sensible approach.  In the meantime, advice 
and support could be obtained from the Mid Durham AAP on developing the management structure.   
 
Resolved: (i) That the Chairman and Clerk contact the AAP in relation to obtaining advice and 
support on options for a management structure.  
 
(ii) That an open meeting be arranged at an appropriate time.  
 
128. APPOINTMENT OF MARKETING AND DEVELOPMENT OFFICER (Minute 109 refers) 
 

(a) HR Support 
 

The Clerk reported that costs for the provision of HR support during the recruitment process had 
been obtained from Durham County Council and a HR consultancy, the HR Dept.  
 
The figure of £1,189.00 had been quoted by the HR Dept while Durham County Council had quoted a 
figure of £1,000.00.   
 
Both estimates were discussed in detail, it being noted that the HR Dept cost included advertising of 
the post whereas the DCC estimate did not.  In essence, financially, it was considered that there was 
little separating the estimates on a cost basis.  
 
Funding from the Lottery for HR support was in the sum of £600.00 and it would therefore be 
necessary for the Council to contribute the remainder.  
 
It was suggested, however, that DCC may be in a position to provide more specialist advice in 
relation to local authorities which could be of benefit to the Council.  
 
Resolved: That HR support be obtained from Durham County Council and that a Service Level 
Agreement be entered into.  
 

(b) Personnel Committee 
 
The Council’s Recruitment Procedure provided that a Personnel Committee be appointed to deal with 
the process.  In view of the timescales involved, it was necessary for the Committee to be appointed 
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and commence work on the process in order to ensure that the successful candidate would be in 
post to co-incide with the opening of the new building.  
 
Resolved: (i) That a Personnel Committee be appointed, the membership to be Councillors B 
Armstrong, K Duggan and L McKendrick.  
 
(ii) That the task of appointing a Development and Marketing Officer be delegated to the Committee 
in accordance with the Council’s Recruitment Policy.  
 
129. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE – BUILDING WORKS 
 
The Chairman reported that works on site were progressing well.  A site meeting had taken place on 
23rd February, 2016, and there were no issues to report.  
 
The mechanical and electrical specification did not provide for wifi throughout the building and if this 
were to be installed during construction it was necessary to request it at this stage.  Additionally, the 
option for a sound system to the main hall had been suggested, which would be of benefit to many 
different uses and user groups.  Kyoob were to look at these items.  
 
The architect and quantity surveyor were preparing a list of areas where potential savings could be 
made as the build progressed in case it was necessary to make cost reductions.  This list would be 
available for the Council’s next meeting.   
 
Councillor K Duggan reported that the History Group had met with Gillian Hopkinson, the designer 
from Blake Hopkinson, to discuss design options for the feature wall in the drop-in area.  The Group 
had had a number of ideas which would be shared when they had been further developed.  
 
Resolved: That the report be noted.  
 
 

The Meeting closed at 8.10 pm 
 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
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