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Introduction 

The lesson has a Resource titled Johnny goes over the Edge by Geoffrey Barter.. 

Instructions 

In your exercise book, copy the header. Make sure that your handwriting is neat and 

legible.(I will be checking your Exercise book when you return to school). 

How Johnny went over the Edge 

By Geoff Barter 

Ill tell you now. I had nothing to do with it. I was there and all, but there’s not much a 

kid like me can do to a stop big kids from doing what they want. I was just laughing 

with the other kids, and I guess when you’re laughing, and not telling them to stop, it 

kind of makes you feel like you’re a part of it. But it wasn’t my idea, and I guess I 

don’t feel as bad about it as Craig and Bruce. They’re the ones whose idea it was. 

They’re big kids, almost sixteen, and if you want to hang around with them or telling 

them what to do what they say. It’s best for us because I’ve seen Craig smack little 

kids, even girls, right in the face for not doing what he says. 

Anyway one day Craig and Bruce decided to play a trick on Johnny Bell. Johnny’s a 

fat kid who lives up the road. Well he doesn’t actually live up the road any more. He 

doesn’t live anywhere because he is dead. 

Everyone was always playing tricks on Johnny. He wasn’t as smart as the other kids 

and I suppose he was pretty easy to play tricks on .He wasn’t such a bad kid though. 

He was bigger than everyone else, but I never once saw him get mad or hit anyone. 

He didn’t seem to mind if kids when kids played tricks on him. At least that way he 

would muck around with us. 

He didn’t even get mad the day Craig and Bruce held him down and took his clothes 

off and made him walk home with nothing on. I reckon he just lay there and let them 

take his clothes off. He would have stopped them if he wanted to, because Johnny’s 
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pretty strong. His dads a bricklayer and I’ve seen Johnny lift bags of cement into his 

dads truck   all by himself .It takes four of us to lift one. 

I’m not as strong as Johnny, but I’d sure put up a fight if they tried to take my clothes 

off. 

Anyway this day we were all up at the school. It was Sunday, but we used to hang 

around the school because it’s got a good adventure playground with tunnels and 

rope that you climb and stuff like that. Craig and Bruce had some cigarettes. They 

wouldn’t give us any because they said little kids shouldn’t smoke and that they 

looked stupid when they did. 

Craig and Bruce were arguing about who could do the drawback properly. One of 

them would take a long puff of his cigarette, suck it right down his throat and then let 

the smoke out, coughing and splutting and his eyes watering. ‘There ya are. I did it 

properly that time. ’He’d say, ’Nah, this is how you do it. ’And he’d take a bib puff on 

the cigarette and cough and splutter and nearly get sick. 

Us little kids just stood there watching, I couldn’t see such point in doing the 

drawback if that’s what it did to you, but I didn’t say anything. 

When they had finished their cigarettes, they both looked pretty sick. Craig said. 

’What’ll we do now?’ and Bruce said, ’I dunno’ .Then Craig said. ‘Do you want 

another cigarette?’ And Bruce said. ‘Nah, I’m cutting down. ’Craig said, ‘Yeah, me 

too, and then he kicked the ground with his boot and looked at us kids. ’Why don’t 

you all nick off.?’ he sneered, Bruce said, ’Nah, don’t tell them to nick off, let’s play a 

game,’ Craig said. ’What game?’ Bruce smiled and said’ Blind man’s buff, and 

Johnny’s the blind man.’ 

Practice Exercise 1 

Read the questions below and answer the questions. Copy the question first and 

then answer the question in complete sentences  

 
1. Writers often employ stepping stones of tension and suspense to maintain our interest in a 

story. List what you think are the suspense stepping stones in Resource 1and comment on 

how and why they are effective. 

The two kinds of suspense are: 

 when the outcome is uncertain and we wonder what will happen, how it will 

happen and to  whom. 

 when the outcome is inevitable from the events and wonder what will 

happen next. 

2. What kind of suspense do you think is employed in Resource 1. 

Many stories contain feelings of anxiety and anticipation in the reader. The reader 

becomes tense wondering what is going to happen, and to whom it will happen. He 

or she ‘hangs on’ throughout the text in order to find out what happens next. 

 


