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Wk 9 Gr 7 Sci Lesson 27_JW 

Subject: Grade 7 Science 

Term: 1 

Week: 9 Lesson: 27A 

Unit: 6 Classification 

Topic: 6.4: Other classification systems 

Sub-topic: North America and language 

 

Introduction: 
This lesson is made up of lesson resource/ notes and practice exercise. 
 
Instruction:  
Follow the steps given below and work through the lesson. 
Step 1: Copy the Header into your exercise book. Make sure that your Handwriting is neat and 

legible. 
Step 2: Read the lesson resource and copy or make summary notes in your exercise book.   
Step 3: Complete thePractice Exercise.  
Step 4: After you have completed the practice exercise, revise your work.  (I will be checking your 

Exercise Book when you return to School).  
 
Lesson Resource/ Notes: 
Read through your lesson resource/ notes and make summary notes and cut and paste diagrams 
or draw them into your exercise book. 

 

In lesson 19A you learned about the classification system the Yolngu use for things that breath and 

reproduce, compared their classification system with the binomial classification system and also 

discovered that they use the same word for different species of organisms. 

 

In this lesson, you will look at the classification system used by the Innu people and the importance 

of language in classification. 

 

NORTH AMERICA 

The Innu are the indigenous inhabitants of an area near Quebec in 

Canada. 

 

Like the Australian aborigines, the Innu have a detailed knowledge of the 

plants and animals that are important in their lives. They classify animals 

by where the animals live. Although the binomial system might consider 

two animals to be the same animal species, the Innu call them different 

names depending on their sex and age. 

 

In their traditional way of life the Innu survived mainly by hunting and 

trapping caribou, deer, small game and moose. Therefore, it is not surprising that they have a large 

number of different words to describe the way the animal moves and for parts of its anatomy. Like 

all traditional societies, the Innu had a very detailed knowledge of the feeding habits of animals they 

hunted, and knew about the diseases that the animals could suffer. This knowledge was important 

for the health of their community. 
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LANGUAGE 

People in traditional societies had extensive knowledge of things that affected their daily lives, and 

this is often reflected in their language. 

 

As hunters, it was important that the Innu people could communicate with each other about the 

movement of the animals they were tracking. 

 

For most Australians, snow is not an important part of the weather. 

Hail, snow, sleet and frost are common in Britain, where the English 

language originated. Therefore, there are English words related to 

snowy weather. Snow is part of the life of the people of Lapland in 

northern Finland for many months of the year, and in their language 

there are over 50 words to describe snow. They have their 

equivalent of our words, plus specific words for things such as snow 

storm, freshly fallen powdery snow, a reindeer path in the snow, 

and ice with snow on top. 

 

 

Practice Exercise 27B: 
Write the questions first and then your answer in complete sentences. Watch the correct spelling 
of terms and appropriate calculations where required. 
 

1. Describe how the Innu classify animals. 

 

You can start your answer like this: The Innu classify animals …………. 

 

2. Discuss the importance of language in classification 

 

You can start your answer like this: Language is important in classification ………………. 

 

 

You may have developed understanding of the indigenous Innu classification system and 

the importance of language in classification. 


