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Film synopsis

 “I’m quite interested in a world where we all  
believe in better stories of one another.”

       – Julia Milne, Common Unity Project Aotearoa

Signage at the front of Common Unity’s home base,  
The ReMakery, in Epuni, Lower Hutt

What’s the film about?
Together We Grow shares the story of Common Unity Project 
Aotearoa, a thriving hub helping to build the resilience of the local  
community by growing, sewing, repairing, sharing – you name it, 
Common Unity is doing it!

Why tell this story?
Too many of our communities, here and around the world, are facing 
housing crises, food insecurity, social isolation, and more. In addition, 
the multiple impacts of the Covid-19 pandemic and climate change 
are current and ongoing. How can we most effectively confront 
these challenges, and help our communities thrive in an economic 
system that leaves many feeling trapped in poverty?

Sharing the love!
Founder Julia Milne and her team have created a completely  
replicable model for developing strong, connected, resilient  
communities – a model that could be put in place across thousands  
of communities in Aotearoa and millions of communities across the 
world. They’ve proven it can be done, this film was made to help 
them share the story.
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About Common Unity
What is Common Unity Project Aotearoa?
Many things! Its base is The ReMakery, a characterful old plaster 
factory in Epuni, home to an organic cafe, an off-grid community 
kitchen, a food co-op, a sewing school, a bike repair workshop, lots 
of art, lots of workshops, lots of love!

What else do they get up to?
There are scores of volunteers contributing in countless ways –  not 
just in all the spaces mentioned above but out in the community. For 
example, Common Unity volunteers have dug new gardens in the 
backyards of NZ Housing tenants, with the residents of a local youth 
facility, and with the men at Rimutaka Prison. They’re growing food 
for the new gardeners, for the low-cost cafe at the ReMakery, and 
for thousands of meals gifted weekly to local families in need. 

 “Common Unity’s approach to giving to  
the community is all about the alongside.”

       – Julia Milne, Common Unity Project Aotearoa

Feeding the community
During the first months of the Covid-19 outbreak, Common Unity 
hooked up with Kokiri Marae to take advantage of the marae’s 
broad network and Common Unity’s commercial kitchen and garden 
resource. Together they fed many thousands of families in need over 
the course of the lockdown. Since then, they’ve continued working 
together to establish more gardens and stronger networks.

Stills from the Together We Grow shoot
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A film to inspire change

Joyful action
We’ve made this film because we hope Julia’s story will motivate 
others to get involved in creating community resilience in one of the 
many ways described here, or in their own unique way. As with all 
our films, our aim is to inspire joyful action in response to the many 
challenges humanity is facing.

A community toolkit
In time for the release of the film, Common Unity will be launching an 
open source toolkit to share their skills and knowledge with people 
everywhere who feel inspired to become active in their community. 
This is the ultimate scenario for us here at Happen Films – a toolkit 
people can grab onto after being inspired by the film. We’re so 
excited to see what impact this combined effort could make!

“We’d like to see the amazing work 
at Common Unity replicated across 
the country and across the world!”

– The Happen Films team

Jago Collier, on set of the Together We Grow shoot
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Common questions

Why this film?
Our mission is to share inspriring stories about people making  
positive change in the world and Julia and her team at Common 
Unity are doing just that. Like them, we wish to live in a world made 
up of many strong, connected, resilient communities. Communi-
ties capable of growing an abundance of food to share, of keeping 
themselves housed and warm and mentally and physically resourced 
because they’re working together and supporting each other. 
Together We Grow describes a path to this future and we’re excited 
to share their story with the world.

What are the film’s main points of interest?
• Common Unity is a unique and yet completely replicable example 
of something that can be done in any community, anywhere in the 
world.

• Julia Milne is an incredibly inspiring woman who undertook this 
project while raising three kids on her own and successfully fighting 
a diagnosis of terminal cancer. Her passion and commitment shine – 
and she’s a fantastic interviewee!

• This film is timely. Communities around the world are beginning 
to see the need to work together to resolve the issues created by an 
economic system that has made it almost impossible for so many 
individuals and families to thrive. Here is a working, beautiful  
solution that any community can adopt.

• An online toolkit is being released at the same time, aimed at 
helping communities replicate what Common Unity is doing.

How was the film funded?
This film was funded with one philanthropic contribution by 
Namaste Foundation of NZ$64,000. The foundation required no 
financial return or creative input. Namaste has been supporting our 
work for four years, through a one-off donation towards our feature 
film Living the Change and through monthly donations via Patreon. 
It’s rare for film-makers to encounter this sort of support – we are 
trusted to make a quality film that will make an important contribu-
tion, with no questions asked about how we’ll go about it. Our  
gratitude runs deep! The funds are held on the Open Collective  
platform, where anyone can view how they were spent.

How will the film be distributed?
Together We Grow will be available for community groups, cinemas,  
and other organisations to share by purchasing a low-cost screening 
licence from the Happen Films website. We’ll also be holding regular 
online streaming events with Q&As alongside Julia Milne, to create 
space for community organisers to delve deeper into how they can 
replicate the work at Common Unity.

What is Happen Films – YouTuber or filmmaker?
We blend the high-quality production value of traditional film-
making with the broad reach and impact of social media. We make 
most of our films available free to view on YouTube to reach as wide 
an audience as possible. To make that work we’re largely supported 
by our viewers through Patreon and philanthropic donations. We feel 
incredibly lucky to be in a position to tell the stories we’re passionate 
about and to have audience support to make that happen. 

https://namaste.org/
https://happenfilms.com/living-the-change
https://opencollective.com/happenfilms/projects/common-unity-project-film
https://happenfilms.com/Store
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The crew
Jordan Osmond
Originally from Australia, Jordan has been based 
in Aotearoa since 2016. He established Happen 
Films in 2015 and has been the main driver of its 
fast-growing channel on YouTube, where over 
350,000 subscribers impatiently await the 4–5 
short films a year Happen Films has become 

renowned for in the simple living/sustainability/permaculture 
spaces. 

Jordan is an entirely self-taught camera operator, director, editor, 
and writer. He filmed his first feature at the age of 20 – A Simpler 
Way: Crisis as Opportunity, which has received over 2.5 million views 
on YouTube. He wrote, directed, filmed, and edited the feature film 
Living the Change: Inspiring Stories for a Sustainable Future, which 
has been selected for multiple film festivals around the world. Twelve 
of the production company’s 24 short films have been viewed well 
over 1 million times to date.

Antoinette Wilson
Born in Tasmania, raised in Ōtautahi Christ-
church, Antoinette began her career in the book 
publishing industry. An epiphany about the 
connection between her own health and that 
of the planet led her to transition to work in an 

organic market garden and to completing a certificate in permacul-
ture design.

In 2015 she participated in the documentary film A Simpler Way: 
Crisis as Opportunity, living ‘on set’ for a year exploring simple living 
in front of the camera, before coming on board as a co-writer of 
the film. At the project’s end she teamed up with Jordan in Happen 
Films, bringing her production and storytelling skills over from the 
book industry. She co-writes and produces the company’s films, 
including the successful feature Living the Change and Fools & 
Dreamers: Regenerating a Native Forest, which has become one of 
Aotearoa’s most shared conservation films.

Bailey Palmer is an editor with diverse  
experience across film, tv, and digital. With a 
focus on documentary, she’s been involved in New 
Zealand’s beloved series Country Calendar since 
2014, has edited for The Spinoff’s Frame 
series, and has also assisted many of Aotearoa’s 
most acclaimed editors, including Annie Collins, 

Alex Boyd, and Paul Sutorius, on high-profile projects like My Year 
With Helen, Wellington Paranormal, and Doubt: The Scott Watson 
Case. When she’s not cutting film or tv, she’s editing speed metal 
music videos with her mates.

“These videos give me hope and 
make me dream of what I can do. 

They show me there are people 
doing the right thing. Thank you!” 

– Lea, Happen Films audience

https://happenfilms.com/a-simpler-way/
https://happenfilms.com/a-simpler-way/
https://happenfilms.com/living-the-change
https://happenfilms.com/a-simpler-way/
https://happenfilms.com/a-simpler-way/
https://happenfilms.com/living-the-change
https://happenfilms.com/fools-and-dreamers
https://happenfilms.com/fools-and-dreamers
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Directed by
Jordan Osmond

Written by
Antoinette Wilson 
& Jordan Osmond

Edited by
Bailey Palmer

Original score
Karl Steven

Story consultant
Nick Tucker

“Your films have totally  
impacted our plans for our 

life. Thank you so much.” 
– Ruth, Happen Films audience

Produced by
Antoinette Wilson

Cinematography by
Jordan Osmond 

& Kerepeti Paraone

Colourist
Mike Kelland

Sound recording
Anna Veale

Sound design & mix
Richard Reade

Executive producer
Namaste Foundation

“God I love you guys! 
Thank you so much for 

sharing your passion with 
us. You are so massively 
effecting my vision for 

how I will live and  
participate in this world.”

– Anon, Happen Films audience

Credits

Julia Milne, on set of the Together We Grow shoot
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Specs and connect
Film details

Title: Together We Grow
Director: Jordan Osmond

Genre: Documentary
Run time: 38 minutes

Country: New Zealand
Language: English

Release: Early 2022

Contact
Antoinette Wilson: 027 424 0722
Email: team@happenfilms.com

Website: https://happenfilms.com

Social media
YouTube: http://youtube.com/happenfilms

Twitter: http://twitter.com/happenfilms
Facebook: http://facebook.com/happenfilms

Instagram: http://instagram.com/happenfilms

Link to press kit assets
Photographs, posters, logos: Publicity Assets (Dropbox link)

Jordan Osmond, director, and Kerepeti Paraone, drone operator,  
filming for Together We Grow

http://youtube.com/happenfilms
http://twitter.com/happenfilms
http://facebook.com/happenfilms
http://instagram.com/happenfilms
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5bjmx86700oku5t/AABiZKenanCdV2w4cNGEpFuOa?dl=0


Together We Grow

H
ap

pe
n 

Fi
lm

s

We are impact storytellers.

We tell stories that help  
guide us back into harmony  

with the rest of nature.

Stories that inspire people to
share, discuss, and develop  

healing ways of living.

Stories that educate, support,
and empower people to take  

the next step.

Stories that make things Happen!

Jordan Osmond and Antoinette Wilson of Happen Films


