
WEEK 1 - PRETEEN

READ PSALM 24:1
David’s words seem pretty straightforward here, don’t they? After all, it seems 
pretty obvious that the world belongs to God.

But think about it. Do we really live like we believe that? Do we really treat 
everything or everyone we see like God made them? 

Maybe David needed to remind himself that was true. Maybe he had found 
himself treating the people and things around him like they were just ordinary. 
He needed to give himself a wake-up call that God had made everything for a 
purpose–God’s purpose.

Circle or highlight these words in your Bible:
       • earth
       • everything
       • world
       • all

Stewardship is a mindset. It’s a way of thinking. It means taking care of what 
you have because it all belongs to God. If you ever need a reminder like 
David did, remember this great verse.

 DAY 1Look back at your list from Day 3. Even though you’re still growing up, you’re 
already in charge of a lot, aren’t you?

What would happen if you didn’t take care of those things? There’s more at 
stake than you might realize and that’s a good thing! After all, God gives us 
stewardship opportunities all the time. It’s His stuff, and it’s His idea to involve 
us in the process.

Stewardship means that you don’t just let life happen to you. You don’t just 
think about what you can get out of life. It means that you take care of what’s 
around you. You look out for what others need. You take responsibility for 
whatever or whoever God has placed in your life, because you know He’s done 
it for a reason.

So how do you treat everything like it belongs to Him? Well, there are a lot of 
ways. But one really important way is to thank Him. Get in a habit of thanking Him 
for the situations, challenges and gifts that He’s put in front of you. Remember 
that He knows exactly what you’re going through, no matter what.

Thank Him for letting you be a steward of whatever He’s given you. And ask Him 
to help you to be a really good one!
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Stewardship helps us to think of the bigger picture—not just the little 
glimpse that we can see at one time.

When we remember that everything belongs to God, we remember that 
He’s the BEST steward of all! He’s our perfect example. He knows better 
than anyone how to take care of the people and things that belong to Him.

God has a plan for the world He created. Not only that, He has a plan for 
YOU! Did you know that? He has a unique mission for your life and part of 
that is for you to take care of what He’s given you.

Ask God to help you be a good steward of your possessions, your 
relationships, and your future!

DAY 2
We know God made everything. And since He loves us, He gives us the 
awesome privilege of being able to take care of what He’s made. He chose to 
put human beings in charge of caring for the earth and the people He created.

So what does that look like for you? What are you in charge of? Find someone 
to make a list with. It could be your friend, your brother, sister, or your mom or 
dad.

Remember, being in charge doesn’t just mean doing a task or telling someone 
what to do. It means owning the responsibility you’ve been given. Maybe 
you get an allowance and you manage that money. Maybe you have some 
responsibilities around the house. Maybe your friendships are so important to 
you that it’s worth your extra effort to keep them strong.

Make a list below of the things and the people you’re in charge of. Be creative 
and think big.

      THINGS    PEOPLE
 

How did it go? Did any of your answers surprise you?

DAY 3

TALK
ABOUT GOD

PRAY
TO GOD



WEEK 2 - PRETEEN

READ PSALM 90:12
This is one of those verses that looks a bit different depending on the version 
of your Bible.

WRITE DOWN WHAT YOURS SAYS HERE:

Now check out the NIV and the NIrV:

“Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of 
wisdom.” (NIV)

“Teach us to realize how short our lives are. Then our hearts will 
become wise.” (NIrV)

All the different versions mean the same thing, of course. We need to use our 
time wisely. God has given each of us the gift of TIME, here on this earth. So 
how are you going to use it?

If we’re not careful, time slips away. We waste time doing things that don’t really 
matter. A lot of people get to the end of their lives and think, “I wish I had spent 
more time ________”

How would you fill in that blank? What do you think you’ll wish you had done 
MORE of when you get older? Why not do it today?

 DAY 1Just for fun, find a friend or your brother or sister and play a round or two of 
Heads Up or Hedbanz™—something with a time limit.

It’s funny how an hourglass or a timer changes things! All of a sudden, every 
word and every thought seems SUPER-important. You can only win if you make 
the most of your time.

You probably know lots of adults or older students who live their lives the way 
you hope to someday. What are some ways they spend their time that stand 
out to you? List them here.

That’s stewarding your time—making wise choices with what you have. Think 
about how you can take cues from your friends and family and make the BEST 
use of your time!
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Why do you think Moses said, “Teach us to number our days?” Who was he 
talking to?

Moses realized something important. He knew that on his own, he couldn’t 
use his time wisely. He struggled with it, just like we do. And so he needed 
to ask God for help.

If we’re not careful, we start to think we have all the time in the world. We 
say things like: “I’ll get around to that later.” “I don’t feel like it.” “Do I have 
to?”

But God can help you see the world the way HE sees it. He can help you see 
your time the way HE sees it. Start your prayer this way.

GOD, HELP ME TO SEE MY TIME THE 
WAY YOU SEE IT. IF THERE ARE THINGS 
I NEED TO SPEND MORE TIME ON—
OR LESS TIME—PLEASE SHOW ME. 
PLEASE HELP ME TO SEE WHAT I NEED 
TO CHANGE SO I CAN USE MY TIME 
WISELY.

DAY 2
Here’s your chance to ask your mom or dad what they’ve learned about using 
their time.

Share Psalm 90:12 with them, and then ask these three questions. (Wait until 
after dinner, when they have some time to think.)

1.  WHAT DO YOU WISH YOU HAD SPENT MORE 
TIME DOING WHEN YOU WERE MY AGE?

2.  WHAT DO YOU WISH YOU HAD SPENT LESS 
TIME DOING BACK THEN?

3.  WHAT DO YOU WISH YOU SPENT MORE TIME 
DOING RIGHT NOW?
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WEEK 3 - PRETEEN

READ MATTHEW 25:14-30
Think about the first guy and the second guy in the story Jesus told. They found 
a way to DOUBLE the money their boss had given them. And maybe it seems 
like the third guy didn’t do so badly. After all, he didn’t LOSE the money. He just 
buried it. But really, what good is that?

God gives us the things we have so we can manage, or steward, them. It might 
seem like they belong to us, but they don’t. They belong to Him. And when we 
use them wisely and prove we can be responsible, we often find ourselves with 
more responsibility in return.

Remember what the boss said in the story . . . 
“You have been faithful with a ______________ things. I will put you in 
charge of ______________ things.”

That sounds a lot like our Memory Verse, from another story Jesus told in Luke 
16:10. Do you remember it?

“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much.” 
(Luke 16:10a, NIV)

What’s the takeaway? God wants us to use our things wisely. How can you do 
that?

 DAY 1If you want to be a good steward, you’ve got to make the wise choice with 
how you treat your stuff.

Here’s a good way to get you thinking. Find a sticky note pad and write down, 
“I need to make the wise choice” on a bunch of notes.

Now, go around your room and put a note on each “thing” you see. Think 
about how you could use that one thing to make a difference.

Now, not everything is going to be super-obvious. Take a stinky sock, for 
example. Maybe that doesn’t seem very helpful or useful. But then again, 
maybe that reminds you of a friend who doesn’t have a winter coat right now, 
and you think about how you could loan him one of yours.

Or maybe seeing your video game controller gets you thinking you could invite 
your sister to come play this afternoon. It would probably mean a lot more her 
than you realize. It’s like saying “I care about you” without . . . you know . . . 
saying it.

Get creative and think of some fun ways you can best use your things!
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What are your most important possessions? Everybody has some. List a few 
of them here.

Isn’t it annoying when your little brother borrows something of yours and 
then breaks it? Or what about when you let a friend borrow one of your 
movies, and she forgets to give it back?

It’s not bad to enjoy the things God has given you. It’s not bad that you want 
to keep them with you and keep them nice. You just have to remember that 
HE gave them to you—so they’re really not yours to begin with.

Does that sound tough to do? Well, a great way to start is to talk to God 
about it. Thank Him for what He’s given you. Ask Him to remind you that 
what you have isn’t yours, but His.

DAY 2
Just like you have your favorite things—the things you collect—so do the adults 
around you. Or at least they did when they were growing up!

Take the time to ask the adults in your life what they used to collect. Maybe it 
was Lego® sets, baseball cards, stuffed animals, action figures, or music CDs 
from their favorite artist. (Yep, people used to listen to whole CDs.)

Ask them why they wanted to collect those things and where their collection 
ended up!

Stewardship is different from collecting. Stewardship is active it’s something you 
DO. That doesn’t mean you can’t collect things you like, but it does change 
the way you think about what’s “yours” and what you can do with it. That 
means using your things wisely—taking whatever you have, and using it to do 
something positive in the world.

WHAT COULD THAT LOOK LIKE FOR YOU?
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WEEK 4 - PRETEEN

READ 2 CORINTHIANS 9:6-7
There’s some great advice from Paul’s letter!

“ YOU SHOULDN’T GIVE BECAUSE YOU ARE 
FORCED TO. GOD LOVES A CHEERFUL GIVER.”

Go ahead and circle (or underline) “cheerful giver” in your Bible. Maybe yours 
says “a person who gives cheerfully.”

Most people don’t like to give away money cheerfully. After all, if we’re honest, 
we think, “It’s my money. I worked for it. Why should someone else get to have 
it?”

Apparently the people in Corinth had figured out how to see money differently. 
(Check out verses 1-2.) Paul talks about their “eagerness to help.” Read verse 2 
to see how their enthusiasm affected other people.

When we remember that our money belongs to God, and we use it wisely, we 
can help and inspire others along the way. Instead of thinking “Do I have to?” 
… think “I GET to.” That’s what sets a cheerful giver apart!

 DAY 1Guess what? Now is the perfect time to ask that question. Don’t think you’re 
too young to start good, wise habits with your money. Later, when you have a 
job and more money to manage, you’ll be glad you started out the RIGHT way!

When you get some money, it’s easy to think, “Hmmmm, what could I spend 
this on?” But there are actually two important steps to take before you think 
about spending.

First, you’ve got to decide to GIVE. Giving helps other people. It helps your 
church. God can use your money to do great things! (Bonus: Giving reminds 
you that your money isn’t really yours to begin with.)

Then, you SAVE. Maybe you feel like using all your money right now. But you 
choose to save because it sets you up for where you want to be in the future.

Finally, you can decide how to SPEND—on the things you want, and the things 
you need.

Decide in advance that you’re going to GIVE, SAVE, and SPEND. You’ll never 
regret it!
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Did you know that the way you manage your money and the way you spend 
it, is all about trust?

It’s true. Being wise with your money is actually a step of faith. We’re more 
likely to give and be generous when we trust that God will provide for us.

There are two ways to look at your money. You can have closed hands, 
where you feel like you have to grab it and take it and KEEP what’s yours. Or 
you can have open hands, recognizing that your money belongs to God and 
open yourself up to helping people with it.

It’s a lot easier to say that than it is to do it! The next time you talk to God, 
try actually opening up your hands. Ask Him to help you use your money 
wisely, with open hands.

DAY 2
Here’s a question for you. 

IF YOU HAD MORE MONEY, WOULD IT BE EASIER 
OR HARDER TO BE A GOOD STEWARD?
You’d think it would be easier. After all, if you were a bajillionaire, you’d have so 
much extra money that it would be EASY to give generously, right?

Having lots of money doesn’t necessarily mean that you’ll be wise with it. The 
more money you have, the more money you tend to spend. So no matter how 
much money you have, you’ve still got to decide how you’re going to use it. 
Generosity doesn’t just happen!

Think of people you know who are generous with their money. Maybe your 
parents or grandparents have a habit of giving a percentage of their money 
to your church. (Maybe you do!) Maybe you have family friends who have 
supported your family on a mission trip. Maybe you know a friend who lets 
people borrow money for lunch when they need it.

Take a second and ask them how they learned to give their money so freely. Tell 
them you want to be generous like them!
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WEEK 5 - PRETEEN

READ MATTHEW 6:19-24
Everything we’ve talked about so far with stewardship leads to this important 
truth: we need to live like we know what really matters. We need to remember 
that everything we have belongs to God; He gave it to us to use it wisely.

In this famous speech, Jesus talked about “gathering riches [or treasures] in 
heaven.” In other words, we shouldn’t just try to get as many things as we can 
and then use them for ourselves.

Hopefully you don’t have to worry about moths and rats and thieves getting 
your stuff (verses 19-20). But still, why is it a mistake to put your trust in your 
possessions? How does that distract you from what matters most—your 
relationship with God?

Jesus gives us a much better way: we should focus our whole life on God, and 
use everything we have for HIS purposes. That’s how you make it count!

 DAY 1All of us can think of people we look up to—people who follow God and honor 
Him with the choices they make.

Maybe it’s your older sister, small group leader or teacher at school. Think about 
three people who live for what really matters. Write their names here, and write 
down the reasons you chose them.

____________________________________ lives for what really matters. 
He/she ______________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________.

____________________________________ lives for what really matters. 
He/she ______________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________.

____________________________________ lives for what really matters. 
He/she ______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________.

Now think: what would other people say about you? What are some ways you 
can live for what really matters?

P.S. DON’T FORGET TO TELL YOUR THREE PEOPLE 
THAT YOU CHOSE THEM FOR THIS AND THE 
REASONS WHY!
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Have you ever heard the phrase “FOMO” a.k.a. “fear of missing out?” 
It’s a real thing. No one wants to miss out when something important is 
happening!

Guess what? The biggest “FOMO” of all is if you miss the chance to steward 
what God has given you. If you use your stuff for you instead of using it for 
Him—then you miss out!

 •   You waste the time, talents and things that God planned for you 
to have.

 •   You miss the chance to help the people around you.
 •    You miss out on what God is doing in the world.
 •   You miss out on the fun and unique ways God can use YOU to 

make a difference.

Ask God to help you focus your life on Him so you don’t miss out on what 
he can do through YOU!

DAY 2
Let’s go back to what Jesus said in Matthew 6:21:

“YOUR HEART WILL BE WHERE YOUR RICHES ARE.” 
The funny thing is, your heart follows what you’ve decided to do. That’s why it’s 
so important to choose stewardship—whether you feel like it or not. It’s always 
the wise choice because it puts your heart on track toward God.

For example, let’s say your family gives money to a friend’s mission trip. All of a 
sudden, you start paying attention to what God is doing through their trip. You 
see how your money is making a difference in people’s lives. You think, “I’m a 
part of that!” You open your mind to God’s Big Story instead of just focusing 
your attention on what’s in front of you.

This isn’t something that just happens naturally. You have to remind yourself 
constantly to focus on what really matters. Get your family to help you out. For 
the next three days, make a point to ask each member of your family this simple 
question:

Q: YOUR HEART WILL BE WHERE?
A: WHERE YOUR RICHES ARE.
Find a time to do it once a day, with each person in your family. It’ll help ALL of 
you remember this important truth!
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