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A renewed interest worldwide in spiritual gifts is a positive sign that God is
accelerating His restoration programme. The latter rain promises are being fulfilled
(Joel 2:23-29). Gifts are the means God equips us with to finish His task on earth.
If we don’t use them, His cause will suffer.

The lists of gifts

Gifts are listed at least in six places in the New Testament.

a) Mk 16: 17,18, “These signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will
cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents;
and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; and they will
lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.”

b) Rom 12:6-8, “Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is
given to us, let us use them; if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to
our faith; or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in
teaching; he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads,
with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.”

c) 1 Cor 12:7-10, “The manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the
profit of all: for to one is given the word of wisdom thro’ the Spirit, to another the
word of knowledge thro’ the same Spirit, to another faith thro’ the same spirit,
to another gifts of healing by the same Spirit, to another the working of miracles,
to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of
tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.”

d)1 Cor 12:28, “God has appointed these in the Church: first apostles,
second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps,
administrations, varieties of tongues.”

e) Eph 4:7-11, “To each one of us grace was given according to the measure of
Christ’s gift... And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, and some pastors and teachers.”

f) 1 Pet 4:10,11, “As each one has received a gift, minister to one another,
as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. If anyone speaks, let him speak
as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it with the ability which God
supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.”

Certain observations stand out clearly as we study these six passages.

1. Gifts are given to everyone.

There is no deluxe group among believers called gifted people. ALL the children
of God are gifted. Not a single believer is giftless.
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The Church is the Body of Christ. Each believer is a member of it (1 Cor 12:27).
The Bible compares these members to the organs of the human body (1 Cor 12:14- 27).
Each organ is capable of a specific function. The eyes have the gift of seeing.
The ears have the gift of hearing. The tongue has the gift of tasting and
talking. The nose that of smelling. The skin that of feeling. Also, each of the
hidden parts is gifted for a specific function. The heart is for blood circulation.
The lungs are for breathing. The liver for detoxication. The bowels for
digestion. And so on.

In the parable of talents, we find each of the servants given one or more talents
(Mt 25:14,15). None with nothing!

2. The measure of gifting is different.

The “measure of faith” varies from person to person (Rom 12:3). The gifts differ
“according to the grace that is given to us” (Rom 12:6; 1 Pet 4:11). The Holy Spirit
is “distributing to each one individually” (1 Cor 12:11). He does not dump all the
gifts on one person. He distributes! Each one of us is given grace “according to the
measure of Christ’s gift” (Eph 4:7).

Look at the parable of talents again. One servant was given five talents,
another two and the third just one. This distribution was according to each
one’s ability (Mt 25:15). That is, according to what the master knew each one could
accomplish. Neither unemployment nor underemployment!

3. Gifts are already given.

“God has dealt ...” (Rom 12:3). “Having then gifts ...” (Rom 12:6). “The manifestation
of the Spirit is given ...” (1 Cor 12:7). “God has appointed ...” (1 Cor 12:28).
“To each one of us was given ...” (Eph 4:7). “As each one has received a gift”
(1 Pet 4:10).

When we believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and receive the Holy Spirit, we are
placed in the Body of Christ with specific functions and suitable gifts (1 Cor 12:18).
Our responsibility is to “use” the gifts and fulfill the function (Rom 12:6a).
Sadly, in each of us lies so much dormant and unused. Let’s “stir up the gift” that’s
in us (2 Tim 1:6,7). Even a close disciple of Paul like Timothy needed this reminder!

The distribution of gifts is according to God’s will rather than our wish. “One
and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as HE
wills.” “God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as HE
pleased” (1 Cor 12:11,18). “Desiring” spiritual gifts is so as to manifest what we
have rather than to receive what we have not (1 Cor 14:1). In the same verse Paul
wrote, “Pursue love.” He simply meant we must show or manifest love.

When God appoints us in specific responsibilities, He of His own accord grants
us appropriate gifts. When Jesus called twelve of His disciples to go forth as
apostles, He gave them the gifts of healing and miracles (Mt 10:1-5). Similarly,
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Timothy received a specific gift when he was commissioned by the elders for a
specific ministry (1 Tim 4:14). Which captain will send his soldiers to the battle
without equipping them?

4. There are still other gifts.

As we compare these lists of gifts, one with another, it is apparent that no list
is exhaustive but only suggestive. There are undoubtedly several other gifts not
mentioned explicitly in these lists. Here are some examples —

God has gifted so many of His saints to compose songs of inspiration, sing so
sweetly and play extolling music. King David was one such unusually gifted person
who was called the “anointed ... sweet psalmist of Israel” (2 Sam 23:1).

A severe fever made Fanny Crosby (1823-1915) blind when she was six weeks old.
She died at 95. The Lord unusually gifted her and she composed thousands of
hymns which never grew old. “Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine” is one of them!

Both in the celebration and the proclamation of His praise, God has used
arts widely. He filled Bezalel with His spirit “in wisdom, in understanding,
in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship, to design artistic works” for
the House of worship (Ex 31:1-5). Brother Navaneethar of FMPB is a modern
example. His paintings and drawings have challenged so many and catapulted them
to the mission fields.

Mastering new languages, in short durations at that, has been possible to
pioneer missionaries and Bible translators because of God’s gifting. Otherwise, how
would it have been possible for William Carey (1761-1834), the English missionary,
to translate the Bible into so many Indian vernaculars? God gifted him and he
laboured tirelessly. He expected great things from God and attempted great things for Him!

God is sovereign. His resources are inexhaustible. Once a little boy was trying
to empty the ocean with a bucket. We are equally ignorant when we say there are
only nine gifts! Someone may argue that singing, painting, learning languages, etc.,
are just “talents” and not gifts. But it is God who gives talents. Whatever God gives
is a gift. 1 Cor 4:7 explains this “Who makes you differ from another? And what do
you have that you did not receive? Now if you did indeed receive it, why do you glory
as if you had not received it?” The so-called “natural” talents must be consecrated
at God’s altar to be used for His supernatural purpose!

Having established that all believers are gifted, let’s now proceed to find out how
to recognize or identify one’s gift and operate it. Consider these four questions.

1. Where is Your interest?

Find out which area of ministry appeals to you most. It is God who works in you
“both to desire and to do” for His good pleasure (Phil 2:13).
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To sort out the problems in food distribution, seven men were chosen and
appointed exclusively for this business. But Stephen and Philip, who were the first
two of the seven-member team, had their hearts craving more and more for
evangelism. The former started his campaign right in Jerusalem and the latter went
out to Samaria. The gifts associated with evangelism, namely healing and working
of miracles, began to gloriously operate through both of them (Acts 6:5,8; 8:5-7).

Gifts of healings and working of miracles are sign gifts mainly for evangelism and
missionary work. Jesus gave His disciples these gifts while sending them forth as
travelling missionaries (Mt 10:1,7,8). He mentioned these gifts alongside the Great
Commission (Mk 16:15,17,18). Paul writes about how God worked “signs and
wonders” thro’ him in his missionary tours (Rom 15:18,19). God’s anointing on
Jesus manifested itself through acts of healing and deliverance when He went out
to do good to the lost (Acts 10:38). You too can expect the same in your ministry
if your field of interest is reaching the lost.

2. Where do you excel?

If you don’t have specific interest in any particular type of ministry, keep
watching to locate where you fare better than in other areas.

For example, you may find yourself doing well as a helper to others. There’s a
gift called “helps” which is mentioned immediately after the gifts of healings in the
list of 1 Cor 12:28. It is one of the most important but least coveted gifts today.
No leader or preacher, however gifted, can accomplish his task without sincere
and faithful helpers. These are those who don’t covet the limelight but stay in the
background assisting those whom God uses in public. Someone named them as
unsung heroes! Brother A. Jeyaraj of Blessing Youth Mission is a classic example
of this gift.

When you give yourself more and more to the area of ministry where you fare
well, you will grow in it. Paul admonished Timothy, “Do not neglect the gift that is
in you ... Give yourself entirely to them, that your progress may be evident to all”
(1 Tim 4:14,15). The Lord will promote those who are faithful over a few things
(Mt 25:21).

3. What is your responsibility?

Give yourself entirely to whatever work God has assigned to you. “Not lagging
in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord” (Rom 12:11). You will notice the
relevant gifts operating automatically.

If you are called to preach or teach God’s Word, keep doing it faithfully. The gifts
of Word of Wisdom, Word of Knowledge, Prophesying, Teaching (Rom 12:7b), etc.,
will operate either singly or in combination, while you are communicating the message.

Suppose your work is to be a counsellor, you can expect the gifts of Discernment,
Word of Wisdom, Word of Knowledge, Prophecy, Exhortation (Rom 12:8a),
Encouragement (Acts 4:36), etc., to operate thro’ you.
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Gifts of Administrations (1 Cor 12:25), Faith (to venture like George Muller),
Diligence (Rom 12:8b), etc., are associated with the ministry of leadership.

Those who go as missionaries experience a variety of gifts bestowed on them.
The gift of Faith propels them to the fields, to go sacrificing comforts, risking life
and never returning (Heb 11:8,17,15). The story of the Peace Child is a powerful
example of the gift of the Word of Wisdom. When peculiar problems arise in
interpreting the gospel message in a complex cultural context, the gift of Word of
Knowledge helps to find solutions. Apostle James manifested this gift in the
Jerusalem council to solve a missionary problem among gentiles (Acts 15:13-22).
Paul just like that shook off a viper which fastened on his hand (Acts 28:3-5). It was
Mark 16:18a in fulfillment. Missionaries, in jungles have numerous testimonies of
miraculous deliverance from poisonous insects. Drinking water facility is poor in
many mission fields. Missionaries have to drink all sorts of water. They claim the
sign of Mark 16:18b and are safe.

Some are called to the ministry of poor feeding, relief works, helping the
orphans, etc. “Showing mercy with cheerfulness” is an indispensable gift for them
(Rom 12:8). An unusual smile worn by these men and women even amidst trying
situations is the proof of their gift! “Liberality in giving” is another gift for this kind
of ministry (Rom 12:8). Without the gift of “ministering” or serving, one cannot be
successful in such assignments (Rom 12:7a).

A scientific analysis is not necessary to define which is the exact gift that’s
operating in a given situation. Also, no announcement needs be made before any
gift begins to manifest! Just like the functioning of the organs of the human body,
the gifts operate in harmony and with natural supernaturalness.

4. Where is the need?

Rush to the needy place and people. God manifests His gifts and power when
He is moved by the needs of the people.

Physicians should be where the sick are. Concerning the gifts poured out by
Christ thro’ His Spirit, David prophesied, “You have received gifts among men, even
among the rebellious, THAT the Lord God might dwell there” (Psa 68:18,19).

Miracles are rare in programmes where the participants are mostly Christians.
On the other hand, healings and miracles are commonplace in outreach programmes
for non-Christians. What is the secret? Isaiah has the answer: “I was found by those
who did not ask for Me. But to Israel He says: All day long I have stretched out My
hands to a disobedient and contrary people” (Rom 10:20,21).

Nominal Christians already know that Christ came, died and rose again.
What they need is not evangelistic wonders but prophetic warnings! (Mt 12:38,39).
Christ is not interested in repeating miracles for stiff-necked and unbelieving
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Christian communities. How He rebuked the people of Cana, Chorazin and
Capernaum for their unrepentant attitude! (Jn 4:46-48; Mt 11:20-24).

Go to regions where Christ is not named. Visit villages to meet downtrodden
people. Rush to flood-affected and famine-hit areas and such places where natural
calamities have left the people shattered and miserable. Go to hills and jungles
where tribals live under superstitious beliefs and fears for centuries. When you
preach the gospel to the “poor” — the underprivileged, the unreached, the uncared
for — miraculous gifts will operate! (Lk 7:22; 4:18,19).

Gifts and spirituality

Though the distribution or manifestation of gifts is not based on our merits, we
have a tremendous spiritual responsibility in exercising the gifts. Soldiers warm
themselves up each morning. Only then they stay fit. So also we should build
ourselves up by praying in the Holy Spirit (Jude 20). A “perpetual” fire should burn
on the altar of our devotional life. It shall never go out (Lev 6:12,13). Moses first
went “in” to meet the Lord before he came “out” to bless the people (Lev 9:23).
Gifts are like tools. They must be oiled or sharpened thro’ “prayer and fasting”
(Mt 17:19-21). Sufficient time must be given to regular meditation and systematic
study of the Word. This will give us wisdom to use the gifts rightly and avoid misuse.
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